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people reward him with 200 points.
The average scores in Maryland

were slightly better than the national

average scores and still better than

New Jersey's average scores.

This latter fact is important. As
one local school administrator ex-
plained it to me: “This means when
it comes to competing for those really

ood casino jobs in Atlantic City —

lackjack, craps and slot machine
repair -— Maryland graduates can
still hold their own!”

Over the last few days, I have

watched many experts go on TV and
try to decide who is to blame for
these new lower scores. Parents
seem to be the favorite target.
" Parents, the experts say, don’t
care enough about their kids’ educa-
tion or take enough time to help their
kids with their homework.

Well, OK. Want to spend more
time helping your kid with his home-
work? Sit him down at the kitchen
table tonight and:

1. Explain the laws of sines and
cosines.

2. Compare and contrast the
Gadsden Purchase of 1853 with the
Louisiana Purchase of 1803.

3. Give three examples of fore-
shadowing in “Silas Marner.”

And it wouldn't even make much
_difference if you could do all those
things. Because at some point your
kid would say in that really whiny
voice of his: “Why do I got to know
any of this stuff anyway? I mean,
what am 1 going to use it for?”

And at that point you would just
have to square your shoulders and
say in a direct and uncompromising
voice: “Say, isn’t Wednesday ‘Doogie
Howser M.D.’ night? Whaddya say
we watch and see if Vinnie can help
Doogle get Wanda back?”

Some experts say the tests them-
gelves are to blame for the lower
scores because they are blased
against kids who grow up in urban
environments. But the SAT people
are trying to solve this.

This year, for instance, a new
question and answer were included
on the test:

“Plow is to agriculture as:

“1. submachine gun is to career
choice.

“2. getaway car Is to armed rob-

“3, get out of my face, you pencil-
necked geek.”

The answer is, of course: “4. All of
the above.”

My own SAT scores were like
most people’s: Not t, but better
than those of the kids in New Jersey.

In other words, they were not
§OOd enough to get me into Harvard

ut could probably get me into a
state school if I got really good grades
my last semester and returned my
towel to the locker room cage before
graduation.

When I took my scores home, my
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Schaefer drops
Steinberg from
drug commission

Aides say the move
reflects their split

By John W. Frece
Annapolis Bureau of The Sun

ANNAPOLIS — Gov. Willlam
Donald Schaefer has dumped Lt.
Gov. Melvin A. Steinberg from his
high-profile job as chairman of the
Governor's Drug and Alcohol Abuse
Commission, in what aides to the
governor described as fresh retribu-
tion for what Mr. Schaefer views as a
pattern of disloyalty.

The decision appeared to be politi-
cally cant for both men.

Mr. Schaefer advertised anew his

split with Mr. Steinberg, whose good
relations with legislators often over-
came their opposition to the gover-
nor's programs.
For Mr. Steinberg, the demotion
may have made officlal what he has
told associates recently: That he has
virtually no power left as lieutenant
governor and that he has little hope
of winning Mr. Schaefer’s support or
that of his flna?cial backers in his
1994 campaign for governor.

Administration gf?lvcials acknowl-
edged yesterday that the governor
signed a new executive order Mon-
day reorganizing and expanding the
commission and widening its focus
from traditional prevention and edu-
cation programs to substance abuse
issues that relate to crimes of vio-
lence, AIDS and underage drinking,
The commission membership will be
expanded from about 20 to about 30
and will include prosecutors and law
enforcement officers.

Bishop L. Robinson, secretary of
public safety and correctional serv-
ices and vice chairman of the com-
mission, was named interim chair-
man replacing Mr. Steinberg, Floyd
O. Pond, executive director of the
commission, confirmed.

Copies of the executive order and
a roster of the commission's new
membership were not available yes-
terday, and it was unclear whether
Mr. Steinberg would rematn a mem-
ber.

Paul E. Schurick, Governor
Schaefer’s new staff chief, explained
the move by saying, “It’s time for a
change. The governor wanted new
leadership.”

But various Schaefer administra-
tion officials, all of whom asked not
to be tdentified, said the immediate
reason Mr. Steinberg was stripped of
the post he has held the past 12
months is that Mr. Schaefer is stiil
angry with him for opposing passage
of the governor’'s major tax initiative
this past legislative session.

They also contend that Mr. Stein-
berg increasingly has failed to be a
“team player,” saying, for example,
that he sometimes made policy state-
ments or commitments on drug is-
sues without first consulting the gov-
ernor.

Mr. Steinberg satd yesterday that
he had hoped to keep the drug com-
mission post, contending that he has
done a good job developing the basis
for a “drug strategy for the decade.”
He proudly displayed stacks of news
clippings from around the state
chock-full of praise from local offi-
cials for his efforts.
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For years, the best Scott Ware-
hime has been able to do when

ests at the Tremont Hotel ask him
fo call them a cab has been to smile
and say: “OK, you're a cab.”

The desk agent says dispatchers
often wait dozens of rings before an-
swering his calls, and then cars can
take 15 minutes to swing by the
downtown hotel.

“We need more cabs,” he said.

But Baltimore won’t be getting
any more for at least another 90
days.
State regulators’ proposal to issue
69 more permits to raise the number
of licensed cabs on city streets to
1,151 has been stayed by a Balti-
more City Circuit Court judge.

Acting on charges by city taxi
owners that Baltimore doesn't need
any more cabs and that the state’s
distribution plan was unfair, Judge
John Carroll Byrnes told the Mary-
land Public Service Commission on
Friday to cancel the taxi permit lot-
tery originally scheduled for tomor-
row. .
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Aides said Mr. Schaefer was irkes:
that Mr. Steinberg was taking ads
vantage of the post to gain stat '
name recognition in anticipation
his own expected campaign for govs
ernor in 1994. Removing him, there-
fore, presented an easy opportunity
to exact a political penalty for past
slights, real or perceived.

“As lieutenant governor, I respect
the institution and the office, and
therefore I accept the fact the gover-
nor has the right to make this deci-
sion,” Mr. Steinberg said.

“But 1 would hope this is not a
political issue, because substance
abuse transcends partisan politics,”
he said. “It affects every citizen of the
state.”

A former Senate president with
20 years' legislative experience rep-
resenting the Pikesville area before
Joining the Schaefer ticket in 1986,
Mr. Steinberg was architect of many
of the administration’s landmar
successes during its first three years.
They include legislation authorizing
a baseball and football stadium at
Camden Yards, the light,rail line
through Baitimore and reorganiza-
tion of Maryland’s higher education
system.

But, as many predicted, the rela-
tionship between the two strong-
willed politicians began to sour late.
in Mr. Schaefer’s first term.

The lleutenant governor has been
embroiled in a number of disputes
with the governor, culminating in
their differences over the tax recom-
mendations of the gubernatoriai
study commission headed by Mont-
gomery County lawyer R. Robert
Linowes,

Neither Mr. Schaefer nor his aides
have forgiven Mr. Steinberg for re-

- fusing in March to testify in favor of
.the Linowes Commission proposals.
Instead, the lieutenant governor
sided with legislators who wanted to
postpone actibn until the General
Assembly could study the tax issueg’
this summer, :

Mr. Steinberg’'s removal marks
the second tine in four months Mr.,
Schaefer has publicly punished him;
In April, the governor fired Mr. Stein-,
berg as chairman of a Medevac heli-
copter advisory committee a
stripped his office of two staff mem-
bers, ostensibly for budgetary rea-
sons.

Several weeks later, during g
short-lived reconeiliation, the gover-
nor reinstated Mr. Steinberg to the
helicopter committee post, a position
of diminishing public exposure that
he still holds.



