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THE MARYLAND STATE HOUSE

There is scarcely a more valuable build-

ing from an architectural and historic

point of view, in the whole United States

than the old State House at Annapolis.

That it should be subjected to any danger 

of destruction which care and vigilance

can avoid should not be permitted for a 

moment.  If it shall be shown that it is

now in danger, Senator Hering deserves

the thanks of the State for taking the first

step to secure the safety of the old pile.

  Senator Hering was informed by one of

the custodians of the building that the

danger from fire is, in fact, Imminent, and 

that the underwriters have threatened to 

cancel the policies of insurance unless the

electric wires are properly insulated.  This

State House official further declared that

there are electric appliances in the lofts

over the executive and Court of Appeals

chambers as dangerous as red-hot stoves,

that these things are in most inflammable 

surroundings and in places which would

be almost impossible to reach with a sup-

ply of water.  It is well known that a

great proportion of the fires which occur

originate from electric sparks from wires

improperly or insufficiently insulated.

  There are other matters which the com-

mittee on public buildings, acting under

Senator Hering’s order, which was passed

by the Senate on Thursday, will doubtless

inquire into.  There is a tank of water in 

the dome, but insufficient quantity of hose

for its use in case of fire.  This matter, as

well as the safety of the furnace under

the library, should be investigated.  The

main portion of the building is heated with

steam from the comptroller’s office build-

ing.  There seems to be no good reason

why the whole building should not be

heated in the same manner and so exclude

fires from the basement entirely.

  Maryland and Massachusetts are the

only ones of the thirteen original States, 

we believe, which still preserve the Capi-

tols which were in use during the Revolu-

tion.  The Maryland Capitol in its archi-

tecture is one of the most striking and 

unique buildings in America. It is without

doubt the finest specimen of colonial archi-

tecture in this country.  It was begun in

1772 and completed in 1774, before the

Revolution.  Many great events have taken

place within its walls.  The most familiar 

of these is the resignation of his commis-

sion by General Washington, a picture of 

which adorns the walls of the Senate 

chamber.  It was also in this building, in 

1784, that the treaty of peace with Great

Britain, which gave the colonials their

independence, was ratified by the Senate.

In the State House also the convention out

of which the constitution of the United 

States grew was held in 1786.

  This building is worth preserving, and

nothing which endangers its safety should

be permitted to remain for a single day.
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