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For Bentley, her age
doesn’t slow the pace

Campalign: 'Tenacious
and forceful at 78, the
former congresswoman
is still a strong advocate
of the port of Baltimore.

By ANDREW A. GREEN
BUNSTAFF

Helen Delich Bentley, who,
at 78, would be the second-old-
est member of the House of
Representatives If she's
elected, Is daring people to call
her old.

“For those of you who don't
know me, I've besn around
Baltimore for two centuries”
the former congresswoman
sald, eliclting lasughrer at a po-
litical forum in a Reisterstown
synagogue. “T gave birth to the
port, and I'm still plugging
away at it.”

She gave a quitk speech,
apologized to the crowd and
left, off to a dinner for one of
the main shipping Ines in the
port of Baltimore.

“I've got to run” Bentley

JERDKIRSCHBAUM : BUN STAFF
Republican Helen Delich
Bentley has stated many rea-
sons for returning to polities.

said. “I can still run, you know”

Age is the stealth issue in
the race for the 2nd Congres-
sional Distriet, which includes
parts of Baltimore, Harford
and Anne Arundel countles
and Baltimore city. Bentley's
Democratie opponent, C.A.
Dutch Ruppersberger, who is
56, won't {See Beniley, 10a}
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In 2nd District, Bentley gives port priority

[Bentley, from Page 14}

touch it, and the voters who
bring it up in discussing the race
usually do so apologetically, say-
ing they like Bentley, always
have, but think it’s time for
somebody new in Congress.
Bentley still drives herself,
holds doors open for people,
walked the entire length of the
Dundalk and Towson Fourth of
July parades and can remember

the details — down to what peo-
ple were wearing — of conversa-
tions she had 35 years ago.

Those who Know her say
Bentley 18 not 80 much old as
old-school.

In the era of free trade, shes a
protectionist. As economists
talk sbout the information age,
she trumpets her unwavering
support for manufacturing.
While most politicians would
launch thelr campaigns at a

place like the Inner Harbor, she
did it at the port with tugboats
chugging along behind her.

For Bentley, it's not that the
world has changed since the
Cold War as much as it is that
people have lost focus on what's
important in America.

“Great nations have fallen
from a lack of clear-headed
thinking” she gaid.

Bentley's top priority has al-
ways been clear: the port of Bal-

timore,

Raised in poverty in Nevada,
Bentley earned a journalism de-
gree from the University of Mis-
souri and held a few newspaper
Jobs before landing at The Sun
in 1948. Shortly thereafter, she
started covering the port, a beat
she held for 20 years, until Presl-
dent Nixon appointed her chair-
man of the Federal Maritime
Commission.

Industry members who

worked with her in those years
said her role in advocating for
the port and the shipping indus-
try generally cannot be over-
stated.

“In the history of the Ameri-
can flag merchant marine, I
would call her the defender of
the escutcheon,” said Conrad
Everhard, former president of
several shipping lines who got
his start an the doncks in Balti-
more. “She was an indefatigable
juggernaut, always fighting.”

It was the port that got Bent-
ley to run for Congress in the
first place. She was convinced
that Baltimore needed a 50-foot
channel to stay competitive, but
the congressman from the 2nd
District at the time, Democrat
Clarence D. Long, objected to
the dredging on environmental
grounds.

Bentley beat him on her third
try, in the election of 1984, and
got the channel dredged in her
first term. The story illustrates
much of what would character-
ize her political career.

Her tendency to value the
economic side of an issue over
the ecological has made Bentley
a'major target of the Sierra Club
and the League of Conservation
Voters, which gives her one of
the lowest ratings of anyone in
Congress during the years she
served. She shrugs off the criti-

cism as coming from a bunch of

“radical nuts” who would rob
people of their jobs.

Her tenacity and forcefulness
would also become famous.
Never one for subtlety, Bentley
once smashed a Toshiba radio
with a sledgehammer on the
steps of the Capitol after the
Japanese sold technology to the
Soviet Union.

When the 1990 redistricting
plan put her in the same district
as another incumbent Republi-
can, she threatened to move to
another district and pick off a
Democratic seat. The plan was
changed.

Bentley didn’t toe the Repub-
lican Party line in Congress —
she voted against the North
American Free Trade Agree-
ment, for example — but she
gained admirers, some of them
now in the upper echelons of
Washington power, for her
sharp-tongued feistiness.

“I figure when she’s elected,
she’ll be telling me what to do,”
President Bush said when he
was in Baltimore recently for a
GOP fund-raiser. “And those of

you who know Helen know I bet-

Helen Delich
Bentley

Born: Nov. 28, 1923, Ruth, Nev.

Eduecation: Graduated White
Pine High School, Ely, Nev.,
1941; University of Missouri
School of Journalism, 1944.

Elective offices: First elected
to U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives, 1984. Re-elected in
1986, 1988, 1990 and 1992.

Employment history:
Reporter and editor, The Sun,
1945-1969. Producer and host
of television programs, The
Port that Built a City and
The Port that Built a State,
1950-1965. Chairman, Federal
Maritime Commission,
1969-1975. President, HDB
International Inc., an
international business
consulting firm, 1975-1984.
President, Helen Bentley and
Associates Ine., a business
cansulting and lobhying firm,
1995-present.

Family: Married to Bill
Bentley, no children.

ter listen.”

In those Congressional years,
Bentley also became the undis-
puted queen of the state Repub-
lican Party. She was the party’s
National Committeewoman,
highly unusual for an elected of-
ficial of her stature, sald How-
ard A. Denis, Bentley’s running
mate in her unsuccessful 1994
gubernatorial election.

Bentley was determined to
build the party, and she fought
to keep it from swaying too far
to the right, which would have
been disastrous in heavily Dem-
ocratic Maryland, he said.

“She did not want to see her
party go down the tubes in the
state of Maryland, so she stood
and fought and won, and I ad-
mire that tremendously in her,”
Denis said.

In 1993, with Bentley’s old
friend and ally Democratic Gov.
William Donald Schaefer on his
way out of office, she announced
she would run for governor.

“I felt that the opportunity
was there, and it would be a big
help for the Republican Party to
make it and make this a two-
party state,” Bentley said.

It wasn’t that easy.

Bentley faced Ellen Sauer-
brey, a delegate from Baltimore
County. Where Bentley is some-
thing of a pragmatist, Sauerbrey
1s more of an ideological conser-
vative, the sort of force Bentley
had sought to combat in the

party.
The pri- [See Bentley, 114]
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{Bentley, from Page 3}

mary turnad nasty. Sauerbrey

attacked Bentley's record, ac- |

cusing her of peing a “lax-and-
spend™ candidate who votes
against the “Republican
agenda.” Whapn Sauerbrey
showed up ootside Banlley's
campaign headguarters for 3
vally, the congresswaman's staff
sireulated through the srowd
with “mudsiinging 8" — simall
plastic buckets filled with dirt,
water, shovels and Ingtructions.

Sauerbrey won, and Yhings
got uglier Bantley never en-
gorzed Bauerbrey. Al a parly
“unity breakfast sne refused to
shake Sauerbray's hand, Her
campaign manager showed, up
at 2 Repuolcans for Glendening
rally. )

I the gensral sleciion, Parris
N, Glendening best Sauerhrey
by a seant §.000 voles, and some
fausrbrey supporters have
never forgiven Beptley for what
they see as the ultbmate party
diglovalty.

Zauernrey, whe 18 awalling
eordirrogion a8 an ambassidor
to the United Nations, sald
State Department vules probibid
her from engaging in partisan
activity, including commenting
for this article, Others from her
inner cirsle weren't talking e
ther, saying any intraparty dis-
cord this year could hurt the
chances of Republican gubema-
torial nomines Roberi 1, Enrlich
Jr.
Bentiey said it didn't bother
Her that the party would choose
the more copservative sandi-
date, byt she felt that the Bauey-
hrey oamp was oo rigid in is
ideology and ynwilling o avcept
moderates, herself ncluded.

After the glectlon, Bentley
started a consulting and lobby-
ing firm, landing & $75.000 con-
tract fromn the state o consult
on port fssues. She also helped
her hushand, Bill run thelr an-
thoues business in Cockeyaville,

This year, when ber suseessorn,
Bhrlich, announced he was run-
wing for governor and Glenden-
ing used the onee-a-decads re-
distrivting process to include
Fort Meade, Aberdeen Proving
Ground, Baltimore-Washington
Internationsl Alrport angd,
above ail, Bentley'y beloved port
mn the Ind Distriet, her politioal
agpivations were resurrected.

She has offered varloug egpla-
nations for ner declsion 0 run
again at age 75 Sometimes she
xays she's rupning to talte care
of those institutions she loves.
Bometimes she swys she was ol
fended by Glendening’s gerry-
mandering of the distriet to
benefit Ruppersberger. Some-
times she says she’'s running to
show senior citizens that they’re
still valuable.

Regardless, the old hands at
the port are glad to have her
back.

The port of Baltimore, and
the shipping industry in general,
has never had an advocate who
is Bentley’s equal, and in an era
when people tend to forget such
an unglamorous institution, the
port needs all the visibility it can
get, sald George F. “Bud” Nixon
Jr., 2 member of the board of di-
rectors of Rukert Terminals
Carp.

“I'm hearing about high-tech
harbors and people selling out
waterfront property to the
quiche bars and condos and
stuff, and that’s fine as long as it
doesn’t threaten the working
port of Baltimore,” Nixon said.
“But we need to keep'a high pro-
file of the port and let people
know that yes, we're still here
and alive and well”

Ruppersberge

{Democrat, from Page 14}

AC Carroll, & former COngres-
sional staffer, shot back: “Not
when you're o freshman, they
don't”

Ruppersberger, 58, 1a looking
to maks the biggest transitionin
hix I7-year carser 48 an slecied
official, golng from belng the
oan with almost total suthority
$0 vun & county of 75,000 peaple
to Deing one vols out of 435 In
the US. House of Representa-
tives, & freshman in & party that
roight well remain In the minoe-

{ by

Those who have watched him
during the past sight years 38y
he has g personality ideslly
sudted to the office of county &
soutive — he's the guy who itkes
fo get things dope, fo fig the
problems and seal the dsal
Those traits have sometimeg

- gotten him Into Dig political

troubis, bud many in county gov-
srpment sald they have also
made him one of the best exsou-
tives the county has had.

They also might make him
hate belng & congressman, at
teast at first.

*He loves polities, and he'll ae-
eifinate himsel? to i, bt s 4
fieult” seid Theodore G. Vene
toully, the Demoeratic county
executive from 1974 to 1978 "As
executive, vou do a8 the talidng,
and peopie Hsten snd have to do
something. In Copgress, you do
all the taliing vou want, and no-
hody has fo pay athentlon”

Tonsld P Hutehlnson, 8
Demourat who was eounty sxee-
utive from 1978 to 1986, has
ealled the House of Represents-
tives “a lateral move at best?

 What makes Dutch ran?
20 why 15 Ruppersbarger run-

The short answer I8 because
he dids't think he could beat 13,
Gov. Kathisen Renvedy Town-
sendl {0 the gubernatorial prl
mary. Gov, Parris N Glendening

drew & favorahle district for Bim,.

and party leaders convinoed
Ruppergherger that he could
help Damocrats regaln control
of Congress by running for the
seat representing Marvland'y
and Dhsiriet, which contalns
parts of Baltimore, Harford and
Avne Arundel countfes as well
part of Ballmors Oy
Buoppersberger sald s per

spective as spmeone who knows

what federal policy decisions
look like from the local level
would be valuable in Congress.

“I want to bring our communi-
ties to Congress and Congress
to our communities,” he said.

But what really keeps him
from taking his $89,000-a-year
pension and retiring to his
patch of Ocean City sand, those
who know him said, is that he
could just as easily give up poli-
ties as breathing.

“That's his oxygen line” said
Robert I. Barrett, Ruppersherg-
er's longtime top aide. “He may
act like there’s life after politics.
1 don't buy it. He loves helping
people, believe me.”

Bince hig dayvs a8 o
the Leiith Walk Ble
Sehool safety patioh
berger has buglt the 4
can political sfory. sle
at Clty College high scy
riad to hiz prom dats,
iaw degree and becany
cuting atlorney.

To this day, Bupn
compares political cam
athistie eontesiy, an
proaches the ob of e
utive in the same «
physicsl way

The hallmarks of
term were School reng
unpsraiisled scops, 2
hundreds of miles of ¢
putting morve police
strepets and teache:
clEsSSroumns.

Barrett sald Ruppe
do-it-now spirit remin
Willaan Donald Scha
g days as mayorand

“He's vary focused
thing that 15 before nlx
@ ¢all, he's got 4 proje
Issus, get it done. Ha
meeting, get i done.
1 see ¥ noovinplish
done by the end of the
gett sakd.

Daal maker

Huppersherger's ¢
said hiy greyarious i
is one of bis stronge
troits. He likes to br
inte his office and pu
8 deal.

Legisiators, sven 1
are ordinarily oritic:
said Ruppersberger's
unite the county dele
iind g single sgenda b
timors Countly get
money for schosls |
projects than £ would

erwise,

But sl those tends
made hlm suceessiid
tributed 0 his two bY
oal bleck eyes Bena
Hiz property condem
community revitallza
tive, undd the declgion
the Towson jall.

in 2000, Ruppers)
velled an ambition
clean up the beleag
side of the county,
fnvolved giving the g
the right to conder
properties and hand
ta developers.

He put together th
pushed through th
legislation, but, he :
he made a mistake :
to the community fix
input and support.

The community 1
petitioned to take the
to referendum.

Ever the competito
berger set out to cc
voters that they sho
the plan. He even
seven debates with -
unknown state deleg:
lican James F. Ports
Hall, who had becom
opponent. )

Even as the issue
from him, Ruppersb
have turned a loss in

£
“1 try to explain technology in everyday language |
and help folks avoid all the dumb mistakes I've
made along the way.”

1




