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WPy Bric Planin - NSarbnnes, 55, a scnoll]us -minded
. .. .New: Deal Democrat, has spent
Washogion Tt Sl ier__ much of his caréer a3 a paradox in

: The ongressional hearligs on  niodern-day politica- And now, n3 he

= “the Infe medtate Nuclear Forces- “secks his party's nomination to a
_____lrgiu ad barely Begun last month third term fn the March 8 Maryland
_ _S._Sarbanes™ (D-—primary, he seems to have no inten-

. Md ), one of the Senate’s most lib- tion of changing his unorthodox

_eral members, took on one_of the — ways, — - B
\‘* lreaty’s foes, conservative Sen. Jes— Time and again he h:ts ‘Been
' Helms (R-N,C.). thrust to the center of major nation-
; g}\elms dangled classified docu-  al dramas, including the House Wa-
=t s and read [rom | letter from _tergate-impeachment. proceedings,

% = the CIA director in arTmng that the  the Panama Canal treaty debate and
= INF: agr:.g‘uenl was impossible to  last yearahl'aan—contra he'mng!..]1 g7 ;
-~-momtm' t Sarbanes struck back, Yet _Sarbanes ° generally ~ has <
“coolly iad bluff by showmg shunncd Washington's limelight and 8%.':.!:&“[&:1?:3&;\353 g
how Hélrus distorted ﬂle con- ~ political fast track in favor of an in- - g
-__!entsofthe tter, -. y__!‘ i sider's ;‘;ﬁe that h1§oT1t[5:nl~lm.ia|:; Md.), the mayor of Salisbury and
: or Sar-__visible thaa the ot ~— other prominent arca officials to lay |
banes———the sort of opportunity for Democrats in the state, freshman urgung\:::rnl:.ni:;; ;;e;g‘gammmz
‘national publicity that most politi- — Sen. Barbara A, Mikulski and Gov. :mn ion. The eveﬁt ot a st
'adans crave, But Maryland's senior  William Donald Schaefer. palg R

'-01' did not caguahze on it; he *_ Even on his home turf, the cau- ";m"-"‘-" b“"f‘“"'“” °f!h"l{h"’“°d
"1590““ 0 landly that Sen. " tious, cerebral Sarbanes occasion. ~advance wor only one loca sy
mer—ally seemr'masrre:ent to public at- *T attended.

onimittee mém- - tention. s - *He was making a tour of the

1er home the "« “In October, Sarb:mea m-mged a Eastern Sho_re but he didn't t_ell
all the medsa breakfast meeting on the Eastern anybody,” said one baffled official.
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SARBANES, From Al

“If 3 rbara had been in there for a slab of toast, she
wotld have had The Baltimore Sun, The New York

.. ‘Tintes and The Washington Post along."

——*Sarbanes has been very skillful at making a virtue of

.~ working person will say, ‘He's for me, he's on my side,

— he's

* but run around yel
_~you may not do so wi
iL," he -

o '%ul is unique, but he's hard to get a handle on," said
g

Benjamin L. Cardin (D-Md.), who holds Sacbanes
and; Mikulski’s old 3rd District House seat in and
d Baltimore. “He's extremely popular hut goes

 of a framer of what we need to do™ . . [than a
npion of] a specific cause.”
- What Sarbanes sees as his virtues—a highly judicious
apfroach to issues, an aversion to self-promotion and an
indifference to climbing the leadership ladder—some
see as flaws. Republicans contend that Sarbanes is a
political windsock” gnd Maryland's “invisible senator.”

-

having no record at all,” said Republican Nocl C. Koch

~ of Patomac, a former government counterterrorism ex-

pert who dropped out of the GOP primary race for Sen-

ate this year “after concluding that Sarbanes was un-
beatable in a genéral election. .

~C.-Nelson Warfield, the executive director of the

Maryland Republican Party, insisted, “If you ask the av-

~erage man In the street what Paul Sarbanes has done

for you, you'll have trouble getting an answer,”
Sarbanes, who has no significant election opposition

in either party, shrugs off the criticism, saying that the—

~ majority of voters understand and appreciate his style.
- “1 think the ordinary person, the ordinary sort of

h me and fighting for me,’ " said Sarbanes, who

ed about producing results, and [ think that
 done that for the state and more broadly.”

*The problem in this business is if you do pretty well,
n?l about it, the next time around
ell because everybody's alerted to

—
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Jarpanes deen as unpeatanie

d politics in a totally uficonventional way. He's _

=

Karl AT Lamb, the academic dean at the Naval Acad-
emy who attended Oxford with Sarbanes, recalled that
Sarbanes always demonstrated extreme self-confidence
anfka “judicial temperament” that militated against snap
decisions, =

“The first thing you sense about Paul is that he
knows who he i3,” Lamb said. “There was never a ques-

tion about him searching for an identity. A Gary Hart he |

"

isn't." ket
ning electionto thé Mazyland House of Delegates. In
1970, he entered the Democratic primary for Congress
in Baltimore and upset Rep. George Fallon, a 13-term
incumbent. Six years later he ran successfully for. the
U.5. Senate in a tough field. _

L hat such a low-praiile politician is virtually assured
reelection this year is explained in part by Maryland
politics, With Democrats outnumbering Republicans by
more than 2 to 1 statewide, Sarbanes i5 virtually invin-
cible. Although he is probably more liberal than his

— state—Sarbanes has the most liberal voting recard of

any member of the Senate, according ta a Congression-
al Quarterly analysis of 1987 votes—his ideclogy has
given him broad-based support among traditional Mary-
land voters: organized labor, rank-and-file Democrats
and the fewish community,

Heavily Demacratic Baltimare constitutes his power
base, although he swept every county on the conser-
vative Eastern Shore in 1982 and has a substantia fol-

Sarbanes launched his political career in 1966, win--

Sarbanes would receive intense pressure from his sup- . said recently. “He has a cool
porters in the Greek community to back Dukakis. A — great deal of trust.”

week befores the recent lowa caucuses, Sarbares

dropped his neutral stance and flew to Des Moines to

endorse Dulakis, == el
Last week, he sad that e tad not been pressured,

lowing i Washington's alfluent suburbs. Greck Amer-
icans have ‘contributed heavily to his campaigns—
accounting for nearly one-third of all reported individual
contributions to his reelection campaign thig year. Sar-

: _ __banes is of Greek descent.
1982-with-63. percent of .the vote.” —_ “First and foremost, he is very much in tune, sub-

stantively and philosophieally, with the Democratic Par-
ty and Maryland in general,” said Keith Hallet, a Mary-

~ has not sent out ' constituent newsletter—a popular — On local issues, Sarbans

land political consultant based in Montgomery County.-

“He has some core beliefs he projects extremely well.”
Given the strength of his palitical base and his intel-

.

liggnce, some supporters expected that by now Sar-

noting that he had delayed making a decision until he

completed his work on the [ran-Contra committee,
While Sarhanes is cautious, he is not conventional.
On Capitol Hill, where self-promotion is an art form,

Sarbanes” office issues press releases infrequently and

campaign device—since 1985, when Sarbanes returned
from a meeting in Moscow with-Soviet leader Mikhail
Gaorbachev. :
“He really doesn't like the art of self-promation,” said
Christine Sarbanes, the senator’s British-born wife. "I

Sen. Sarbanes and his wife Christine, In -I]fcl'r. ﬁ;l.t.lmon l_mmo, say I!_lay ﬁlp little
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time for'Washington's social scene.

judgment in 'whiéﬂ put a

Sarbanes and other banking committee members
successfully fought Reagan cuts in the Urban Develop-
ment Action Grant and Community Development Block
Grant programs. He claims credit for preserving an-in——
novative “Nehemiah” home equity loan program for
low-income families included in the new housing law.
Also, he helped draft secfions of the Senate omnibus
trade bill dealing with export controlg.and international
monetary policy. Ly =

.3 has quietly tended to his
state’s needs, working with other Maxy@ Eﬁuu'i‘m*'
to obtain funding to dredge the Baltimore r, cléan

up the Chesapeake Bay—although here again he was
overshadowed by Mathias—restore beaches at Ocean

City and complete the Washington aréa Metro subway
system. _ G E

He sutprised some when he took the Senate floor in
“late T985 to wige a disruptive nine-day filibuster to try

think he’s always felt that you shouldn’t have to pro-
“miote yourself—that if you're doing the job right others
will perceive it,”

i i 3 : e _ i 1SNC
-Mann, director of governmental studies banes

18 _E. -Manin, dis would-have-become presidential material, or at
ings Institution, <aid that Sarbages' self-

least the Senate's leading voice for traditional liberal-
Ism. What irks some of his admirers is his extraordi-

iéf‘li'néql}ing and healthy, but he warned

] Ai- el \ R R = F O
és it Jooks like he's not engaged; he's inde-
50 on,” Mann said, “But [ just take

- narily cadtious, almpst reluctant style, which they say

has kept Sarbanes in back the of the pack on some im-

_portant issues.”

Sarbanes rarely introduces legislation, arguing that
most bills never see the light of day and that he isbet-
ter off trying to amend others’ legislation. During his

to defeat a bill creating a regional airports commission
to lease the federally owned and Dulles International
and National airports. S ek, ok :

second term, Sarbanes has introduced 17 bills, and only Sarbanes had collected enough poliﬁ'ézl'IOUs ‘aa"_l'_-
one of those—a measure renaming the Baltimore- loyal Democrat to earn the indulgence of his colleagues, -
Washington Parkway after former representative Glad-  who did not complain about the filibustering. ~ =

==

In 1979, for example, sup'portcrs of the Vietnam Vet-
erans War Memorial, then a highly controversial pro-
posal opposed by some veterans groips, asked Sar-

of quiet man. Thosé who kncw him well .
and {ike him . ... Months go by when [
in Jthings, and yet you never

£
L

deEtioac banes to introduce legislation to donate federal land for ¥ Noon Spellman—was approved. O The filibuster still failed, but it gave Maryland trans*

by media portrayals of him as a - the memorial site. R ; ., At the same time, he sponsored eight amendments _portatioa officials and Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-Md.) the
1, A recent Baltimore Sun series . He just didn't want to do it,” recalled Jan Scruggs, ~ that were approved, including a neighborhood reinvest- ~leverage they n¥eded to negotiate a deal with the U.S,"
3 rational figure who rarcly displays the leader of the effort. “We just stopped getting our © ment measure, a rider to the 1986 antiapartheid act D;kpgrmt of Transportation to pump $75 millica in -
nélty—a politiclan with the TV pres- phone_calls returned. Maybe *he thought it would be  suspending air service between the United States and ~ federal funds into runway expansion and other improve~

‘controversial, He doesn't like a lot of controversy.*
R_gfubllcai Charles McC, Mathias, who was then
Maryland's senior senitor, subsequently agreed to in-
troduce the bill. Sarbanes said last he does
«+ not recall the it ped € 5,
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South Africa, and an amendniént requiring a noise - Meatsat BWL, "¢ =~ *o - - B
abatement study at Baltimore-Washington International * =~ &:b,n?f %jﬂt_ﬁiﬁ attention in 197
Airport. N Aigie e g o) m_ er 1€ ____t__mf ch“ nmitle€ inv
While critics wonder what Sarbanes has.accom- m{%ﬂﬁg‘! s scandal. His impartial style
plished.his-g:enintheSenategmenﬂyad@;{tl;im_ldgg, nd he was'asked to draft fhe first an

and view him as effective, - mcbmenﬁm :

“week that




