Mansion-K ee;mg
Would Be Problem
Without System

A3 Mrs. Average Hougewife As-
sembles her dust cleth, vacwum
cleaner, and other spring house-
cleaning equipment, she might
envy the pesitlon of Mrs Theo-
dore R. McKeldin, wife of Mary-
land's Governor, whose housc-
cieaning activities consist mainly
of supecvising a staff-of competent
workers hired by the State t»
keep her home (n ordes,

However, since the Governor's
Mansion does not have a regular
housekecper, Mrs. McKeldin must
assume the exacutive task of dele-

ating housceleaning duties to the
Ew_l ,“whose function is to keep
the 4% reoms and 13 bathreoms of
the chief ecxecutive's home [n
order, And She mus? carry out
this task (n such a way thaf she
stilt has time to act [n her capacs-
ty as First Lady of Muryland.

First Impression

Mrs. McKeldin mentioned that
her first impression of her new
home when she and her husband
became custodians of the mansion
was of “so much house’ and she
was Semewhat awed ot being en-
trusted with its responsibility. But
she has since found, as house-
wives usyally do, that & workable
system of operation can he pro-.
portioned to fit any possihle job.

Because of {ts vast expanse, the
Governor's home must be kept
thorsughly presentable at all
times, It must always be ready to
welcome imporiant state and na-
tiona| officials in the proud and
dianified tradition that has been
established since its constryction
in 1868.



If the housecleaning

activity would ensue \f the Gov-
ermnor should unexpectedly tele-
phene st 1l in the morning to
annsunce that he was bringing
a few senaters home for lunah,
~ Housecleaning Squad

The nucleus of the houseclean-
ing squad at the Mansion consists
of two butlers, 3 downstairs maid,
and an upstairs maid, Substitutes
are calied on occasionsily when
a member of the crew (s having
a day off.

Each day this staff goes through
a reqular routine

duties. This is probably much the
same, although more thorough,
thap the averaga housewife's daily
lek! and promise. Other dutles
Whjch are more or less routine are
done as the need arises. These
include cleaning and polishing
brass and silver, and washing the
windows on the inside.

Aiso ameng the jobs done on an
“as needed"” basis are waxking

filoor snd cleanfng rugs and cur-

tains.

The constant intlux of people
inte the mansion for receptlons
‘and other social affairs makas
caring for the tloors a constant
task. In order to keep the polish
“high and the surface smogth, floor
waxing is mandatory atter every

were net
kept up-te-date, a great flurry of

of dusting,
sweeping floors, and other miner:

party. Continuous traffic makes
frequent rug cleaning a must too.

Cleaning Curtains

Having the curtains cleaned In
- the McKeldins' home is not an
‘extraordinary affair, since they
“are simply removed from the win-
- dows when they show the need of
- refreshing. Of course, this must
‘be done when it is quite certain
ithat no company will be present
for a few days. One set of win-
'dow hangings, which are heavy
'velvel drapes, do demand special
sttention because thex are foo
‘massive o remove from their fix-
tures. Application of the vacuum
- cleaner 1s the only solution for
cleaning them.

Since the physical meakeuvp of
' the mansien demands that [#s ap-
pointments should remain of the
same dignified cheracter Fhraugh-
out the year, there is no frenzy
in the spring fo change the win-
‘dow dressings to light, frilly cur-
tains or to lug the heavy carpets
‘up to the sttlc to make way for
coal summer ruqs. However, there
- are certain tasks that are dutifully
performed periodically, '

Twice-Yesrly Tob

A iwice-yesr job (s renewing
‘the scparkle of the four crystal
chandelicrs thel hang with intri-
cate balance from their respective
ceflings on the first floor, This
Job IS assiqned to +he two butlers.
One climbs a ladder, detsches the
chandelier frem its moorings, and

"hands i+ to his partner who is
_walting below with the washi
. equipment and caubous hands.
i Anothes periedic job, which Is
. dene three. Hmes per year, is wash-
' Inq the ouistde windows. Profes-
_sioaal windew washers carry auf
 this assiqnment.



. A third task which is performed
' st intervals is ene that Mrs, Mc-
' Keldin herself handles absut every
 three months. This is the quarter-
ly inventory, which invelves keep-
inq treck of every item of silver,
glassware, china, and linen thet
is a part of the mansion property,
 The Governor's wife counts each
article, checks it against a list
fram the previous inventery, and
replaces it if it is missing.

| China Problem

On completion of this tesk, Mrs.
‘MeKeldin is faced with one prob-
lem for which she has yet +o find
a solutien. That is, what to do
with chipped china, A stack of
plates which grows higher after
each inventory has joined this
cateqory. These pieces are too
'shabby fer state dinners, and too
‘400d to throw away. And they
“must remain on the premises be-
cause they are recorded in the
inventery. The Gavernor's wife
commented that any suggestions
for eliminating this dilemma will
ba happily received, |

One major differance between
the chief executive's household
‘and that of Mr. Average is that
the man of the house is never
~disturbed by housecleaning ac- .
Hvities. He is never asked et
his feet in order to make way for



an oncoming breem or to plow Pechaps +het ts one of the grealest-
throwh  pilcs  of disurrangaa(‘adeescs +hat befall & man
tables snd choirs whese reslin

q when he attalns +he positien of
plac;s dre in o pinke of raevalion” Governer,



