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Schaefer’s Friend

Was Official Hostess
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Washington Post Staff Writer

Hilda Mae Snoops, 74, the spe-
cial friend and companion of Mary-

land Comptroller William Donald

Schaefer who shared the gover-
nor’s mansion in Annapolis with
him during his years as the state’s
chief executive, died yesterday at
Howard County General Hospital.
She had suffered several strokes.
Snoops was Maryland’s official
hostess and unofficial first lady
when Schaefer was governor from
11987 to 1995, but the couple had
been friends all their, hves. They
grew up together i the. same
-neighborhood of West Baltimore,
where their parents were friends.
She was at his side literally and
figuratively for much of a 40-year
political career that included ser-
vice on the Baltimore City Council,
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15 years as mayor of Baltimore and
eight years as governor.

When Schaefer settled a bet by
diving into the seal pool at the
National Aquarium in Baltimore, it
was Snoops who handed him a
rubber ducky. When he departed

“

the city dressed a8 an admiral, it -
was Snoops who unveiled a sign
labeling him “Baltimore’s Gift to-
Maryland.” A thoroughbred horse -
was named for her, as was one of
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* . out for steamed crabs. Her marriage
‘- ’tmLﬂnrles A. Snoops ended in
:'8tIVQmm1962 For years, there
" was talk in political circles and
" “couple might marry. Aides and close
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them comfortable for a lifelong sk

bachelor and creature of habit. The
screens out back were. painted in
landscapes, like
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the - frontstoop
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kitchen staff had to be retrained. It
wasneoeoary"tomchtheoooks

unhappy, makes the governor un-
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Then Snoops’s health, fragile for
_ and six grandchildeed.156..

years, took a turn for the worse. She
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suffered a stroke tHORR hee par-
tially paralysed-on hesfut sich, and

| moved instead to/ ©gaing home

and later to an asslstidiving Duild-

at ing at Harmony MslicirpColugnbia.
Schaefer visited

visited: helewirleast three
ahit] she died.
children

times a week ¢
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