
WNW= Denial Sander and Hilda Mae Snoops were Mends all Hoek Ayes. 

Hilda Mae Snoops, 74, the spe-
cial friend and companion of Mary-
land Comptroller William Donald 
Schaefer who shared the gover-
nor's mansion in Annapolis with 
him during his years as the state's 
chief executive, died yesterday at 
Howard County General Hospital. 
She had suffered several strokes. 

Snoops was Maryland's official 
hostess and unofficial first lady 
when Schaefer was governor from 
1987 to 1995, but the couple had 
been friends all their,lives. They 
grew up together in the same 
neighborhood of West Baltimore, 
where their parents were friends. 
She was at his side literally and 
figuratively for much of a 40-year 
political career that induded ser-
vice on the Baltimore City Council,  

15 years as mayor of Baltimore and 
eight years as governor. 

When Schaefer settled a bet by 
diving into the seal pool at the 
National Aquarium in Baltimore, it 
was Snoops who handed him a 
rubber ducky. When he departed  

the city dressed as an admiral, "it 
was Snoops who unveiled a sigar 
labeling him 13altimore's if to 
Maryland." A thoroughbred horse 
was named for her, as was one Of 

See SNOOPS, B7, Col. 1 



dismissaL 
Snoops, a former Baltimore 

nurse, became a program analyst in 
1979 for the federal Health Care 
Financing Administration's division 
of overpayment in Baltimore. She 
retired a month before Schaefer 

Snoops and Schaefer had planned 

to retire to adjoining term &uses hi ,  
Anne Arundel County- when his 
gubenuitorial terin ended, resuming 
an arrangement of arm's-length co-
sinesa that they had long enjoyed at 
the beach, where they had side-by-
side trailers. 

Then Snoops's health, fragile for 
years, took a turn for the worse. She 
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loiLfilharles A. Snoops ended in 
dike:* in 1962. For years, there 
was talk in political circles and 
speculation in the media that the 
coo* might marry. Aides and close  

friends of Schaefer *id they were screen doors of a Baltimore row 
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"We're not normal. Hilda Mae ldtchen staff had to be retrained. It 
and I have never been normal," was necessary *to teeth the coda 
Scheeler once said not without lunv to cook iegider," Schaefer once 
pride. Beside him, Snoops nodded observed. "Pork and Mashed pots-
ha assent. He sometimes called her . t088 and saualunut. They really 
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As Maryland's official hostess, 
Snoops opened the governor's man-
sion to the masses. She received 
money ftOm the Maryland legiskt-
tore to redecorate, replacing worn 
carpets and rotted woodwork. She 
held a series of open houses, includ-
ing Christmas parties for profound- 
ly retarded 	ts from the state 
hospitals. 	privately rallied 
money, she instilled a $169,000, 
three-tiered Victorian fountain in 
the garden, and she redid the man-
ion's private quarters to midte 
than comfortable for a lifelong 
bachelor and creature of habit. The 
screens out back were painted in 
landscapes, like the front-stoop 
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inffered a stroltediallit her pa-
lely paralyzed on het** side, and 
moved instead torelavning "home 
-and later to an asalatiltkliviottitnld-
ing at Harmony Ildirl*Colurnbia. 
Schaefer visited heigarieastAtiune 

	

times a week 	is  entfi she died. 

	

Survivors 	•. children 
and six grandclulched.w.. 
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• Mal luxiw what sauerkraut was, 
these French guys. They weren't 
Frenth, but they were raised 
French.' 	, 

In Annapolis, Snoops was known 
as a low-key and gracious hostess 
who nevertheless had strong ideas 
and definite hies and dislikes, and 
she had a temper. "The basic axiom 

. if you wait in state govermnent, 
Is that whatever makes Hilda Mae 
unhappy, makes the governor un-
happy. And you don't want the 
governor unhappy,* observed a for-
mer chef on the Maryland state 
yacht, who claimed to have lost his 
position for servhig strawberry 
shoitcake as a dessert on an occa-
sion when Snoops wanted devil's-
food cake. The governor's aides 

• denied this was the reason for his 
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