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Panel recommends
modest changes =

in mansion decor:.
By John Dorsey _ ': :f
Sun Art Critic -~

L

n a letter received ywtenday by

members of the Governor's Mape,

sion Trust, a committee on fure
mshlngs for the house recommends
-that the current extensive redecora:
tion of the building, under the direc:
tion of Gov, Willlam Donald Schaef-
er's officlal hostess, Hilda Mae
Snoops. can be accomplished
with furniture that is already in the
house. ‘

“The great majority of items to be
used in the seven public rooms al-
ready exist in the Governor’'s Man-
sion,” the letter states, though “some
furnishings™ will need to be pur-
chased.

The letter, signed by Barbara
Wells Sarudy. administrative direc-
tor of the Maryland Historical Socf-
ety, contains the recommendations
of the trust's Ad Hoc Furnishings
Subcommittee. The subcommittee is
composed of Ms. Sarudy, Willlam R.
Johnston, associate director of the
Walters Art Gallery, and Jean
Woods, director of the Washington
County Museum of Fine Arts,
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knowledgeable about the redecora-

tion indicate that most of the seven
rooms will apparently retain to a
considerable degree the period styles
they had under the administration of
Harry Hughes, but with reproduc-
tion rather than period furnishings,

and different wall coverings and

S. :

Two federal rooms will remain
federal in style, the Victorian parior
will become a Victorian study, the
empire parior will become a late em-
pire-early Victorfan music room and
| the state dining room will retain the

set of dining furniture that was.
made for it in the 1930s. Only the

former Billy Baldwin room will be
changed completely. It will revert to
its original function as a conservato-
ry. to reflect Governor Schaefer's in-
terest in plants. . Sy

- The present administratton’s re-
decoration of the mansion. has
caused considerable controversy.

The subcommittee's letter notes
that its recommendations are based’

on certain prerequisites, of which
one was the present administra-
tion's objective to create a “historical
environment rather than to create
historically accurate Maryland peri-
od settings.” Many period furnish-
ings have already becn retumed to
lenders. -
The letter also notes that wan
coverings, rugs and lighting fixtures
“were chosen and ordered before this
committee began its task.” Many of
the rooms are to have fabric wall
coverings that were described by one
observer as "conservative creamy-
beigey — a vast expanse of nothing
that will jolt you.” Rugs are to be
mainly Orientals, and three Water-
ford glass chandeliers have been or-

It 18 not yet known whether the
subcommittee’s recommendations
will be followed. Mrs, Snoops, as she
has done in the past, declined to

_comment on the letter. 1~ - *ﬁ-* s

-center table will be kept. .
. The federal reception room will:
" remain federal in style, with the ex-

According to sourcea famlllar
with the project, together with the
recommendations in the letter (if
carried ouf), the rooms are expected
to be as follows: ]

The conservatory: will: have
white-on-white fabric wallpaper and
two of the Waterford chandeliers.
Plant stands will replace current
shelves, two Martha Washington
chairs elsewhere in the house will
replace two “country French® chairs,
and the current rug will: eventually

be replaced with a Portuguese nee-

dlepoint rug, when necessary. :
» The former empire parkoe will be- -
_come a late empire-early Victorian -

music room, with a cifca 1850 °

square piano and a harp. An empire
sofa and chairs will be t, to-
gether with upholstered benches for
the windows, but the present lamps, -
reproduction empire pier table and -

Istlng set of Maryland Hcpplcwhite

chair. This room will have a 14- -by-
14-foot rug depicting the state seal,,
The drawing room will remain es-
sentially late Colonial to early feder-
al, with two existing pairs of sofas,
an existing pair of wing chairs and
three existing tiit-top tables, plus {lie
addition of period accessaries.such
as bowls and candlesticks.

For the hallway, the subcommit-

tee recommends scenic wallpaper
instead of fabric wall covering. Ex-
isting sideboard tables will be re-
tained and the other Waterford
chandelier will be placed tn the hall, ;
-+ The state dining room wjll re

"much the same, with the Pottha
empire-style dining furniture o
nally made for it. The seats of
chairs will be reupholstered - to
match whatever draperies Mrs.
Snoops selects for the room. e
.. The Victorian parlor will become

- .. a Victorian study, with period book-

cases, desk, desk chair, desk lamp
and side chairs. A pair of Turkish
chairs original to the house will be -

furniture, incl two set- ¢ rcupholstercd and placed in e -

tm ree side chairs and an arm. room. o $
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