Obituary.

The deatb of such a man as Col. Jobn
C. Grooms calls for more than a passing
notice. It is ap event which moro than
a family mourn. The county and the
State, that knew him so well and revered
hio 80 decply, will elaim a sharo in the
sadoess.  The bar of the Siate, of which
be was a pfide and ornament, and the
bar of the county, of which he was the
father, recalling his wiso ocounsel, now
lost save to wemory, bis uniform coue-
tesy, 8o grateful to his juniors, and his
urbanity of mien, to dificult to emulate,
eo impossible to imitate, will mingle
their grief with the sadress his desth
oceasions. The public works of the
Btate will bear their tribute to his great
usefaloess in life, und inanimately mourn
his departure, while influences beyond
the Btate, recognizsiog tho worth and the
foroe of character 80 cminently combined
is bim, will, in a silent recognition of
his vasant chair, lend sorrowing heed to
the dumb mouwh thav pleads for bis
memory. The grief of his family is a
subjeot 100 sacred to bo trod upon here,
The agony of bercavement of the widow
and the fatherless, who lose at ounce
busband, paront, compauion, counsellor,
the light of the household, the beauty of
bumsoitly, is a8 pang that only they can
know who have loved so well and found
s0 much to love, and only they can en-
dare who have shared his counsel, inber-
ited his fortitudo, and profited by his
oxamplo. Lot tke door to the domostic
bearth be shut in to the sacredoess of
its sorrow, while the outer world drops
s tear on the bier of perisbing worth.

Col. Groome was pro-eminently a
Marylaod lawyer. The entiroty of an
fndustrieus lifo bad been spent in the
State, and the fall strepgth of his intel-
leot bad been devoted to such works as
digoify the profession and cndue it with
popular favor. Recogoising in the law
the logic of reason, and rejeoting the
trickery to the level of whioh it is too
often abased, bhis life-long effost was
devoted to the advancement of the soi-
ence, and its adaptation to the wants of
mep., With the specisl pleading that
wanld make tho right appear the wrong,
bofinld vo sympatby. His logical mind
thoroughly educated in the principles of



legs! lore, and tempered by a tone of
hovor that kocw bno variableness, wns
quick to deteot the dividing line between
the true and the false, and sedulous to
pursus it, Nor was his reward tardy or
ancertsin, Koteriog the bar at & time
when men of sgo aud charscter and
ability were in the arena of activo duty,
he at onoce secured a succces, the fitness
of bis claim to which is established by
the fact that through life it did not‘
dooert bim.  For forty years he main-
taised bis position —dealiag justly wubl
olients, honorably with opponents, and
conscientiowsly with pupils, very mny1
ol whom, aia¢e risen to eminence, recall
with pride and plessure the hours de-
veled 10 study in bis offfice. It was our
oad privilege 10 be the last who eojoyed
_the illumioing influences of his mind in
snch capacity, and we tabe a mournful
phasum in recurring to his becigoant
oourtesy as bountifal as his intellect was
slay. We shall slways with wiogled
ewotiens of pride and sorrow recall the
privileges we enjoyed so fully and profited
so'little, and sball in common with the
Dar oook o solsse lor our luss iw the as-
surseese that be whom we-meurn, enjoyed
a Sames 20 lovg sad evenifol, yot left
no traoe of bis lifs, whish, dying, be
might wish to blot,

~ Dwt wet o0 2 lawyer enly was Ool.
Oieme rvmarkable. His adminiatra. |
tive talent and enlsrged publio spirit]




e

| labor as & direotor in the great railroad

.| red at the grave of him whom we mourn,

drew bim into other arenss, With Tittle|
taste for politioal life, be steadily rofased
all proffors of preferment, until advano~
ing age rowioded him of the necessity of
quitting aotive practice at the bar.~
Then, yiolding to the importusities of
dovoted friends and honored by s unani-
mous nomination, ho became a candidate
for the Guberoatorial chair to which it
is but just to say that by the suffrages
of the pecple of the Btate proper, he was
choscn. We do not choose to recsll the
spirit that reigued in Baltimore at that
time which rendered a fair elestion in
that city impossible, and thereby secured
bis defeat. Lot the memory of the heart
burnings whioh the great injustios caunsed
perish with the subjeots that elicited
thewm. Col. Groome needed no politioal
ststion te kecp his memory green. His

that makes two cities almost one, will be
fitly crowned by the success which mark-
od them, and will form an aliment for
precious memories as long as enterprise
shall have its reward. A striking inci-
dent illustrative of this reflection occur-

As osreful bands were gently depositing
in their final resting place, the mortal
remains of their c¢o-latorer, an iron
horse, spceding along on ita errand of
duty, that knows neither desth nor ces-
sation frog labor, clove the skies with
its shrill whoop,as if in basty recognitien
of the service of the dcparted, and whirl-

ed on in its ceaseless speed to do the|.

work which shall survive its promoters.
An overruling providenoe could not have
ordered & more apposite tribute to the
memory of the public benefactor. «They
rest from their labors, but their works

live aftor them,”



