Poor face hurdles
In move from city

Public transportation,
affordable child care
may be hard to find

Suburbs deemed wide open

Similar relocation
in Chicago fared well,
housing expert says

By DAN MORBE
BUNSTAFF

Poor Baltimore families
who participate in a contro-
versial housing relocation
program will find the sub-
urbs wide open — if they can
overcome problems of public
transportation, affordable
child care and being away
from family in the city.

The proposed program,
which would settle part of a

lawsuit against the city to
break up the concentration
of black families in eity hous-
ing projects, would place
1,342 inner-city families in

- predominantly white, mid-

dle- to upper-class neighbor-
hoods in the next six years.

‘That would rule cut most
of Baltimore city but only
limited parts of Baltimore
Anne Arundel, Howard, Har-
ford and Carroll counties, ac-
cording to a computer analy-
sis of area census figures
done by The Sun.

Under & proposed settle-
ment, the federal govemn-
ment would pay maost of the
rent for residents moving out
of city housing projects. “The
vast majority, it is expected,
will {move] to the outlying
counties,” said Debourah S.
Byrnes, an attorney repre-
senting the city.

And aithough suburban
politicians expressed con-
cern last week about an in-
flux of poor people, a similar

relocation program in Chica-
g0 has caused relatively few
problems, said an urban
housing expert who has
studied relocation programs
throughout the nation.

“Once the families move
in, no one will notice that
they're there,” said Kale Wil-
liams, who administered the
Chicago program and now is
a professor at Loyola Univer-
sity of Chicago.

He sald the 19-year-oid
Chicago program — one of 10
such relgcation programs in
the nation — started with a
trickie of moves to the sub-
urbs. But inner-city families
told their relatives and
friends about it, and now
there are waiting lists. He ex-
pects a similar trend in Balti-
more.

Baltimore's suburban pol-
iticians still are trying to de-
termine exactly where the
families eligible for the pro-
gram would choose tolive,
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Areas where
relocation
1sn't allowed
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ticipate, they would have to move
to neighborhoods In which no
more than 10 percent of the res:-
dentslive in poverty, no more than
25.8 percent are minorities and no
more than 5 percent of the hous-
ing is subsidized, said Barbara
Samuels, an attorney with the
American Civil Liberttes Union of
Maryland, which filed the lawsuit.

In the counties surrounding
Baltimore, only a few areas would
be off-limits to participants. They
are:

= In Baltimore County, the Lib-
erty Road corridor west of the city.
several ereas in the southeast and
afew small areas north of the city.

= In Anne Arundel, the western
part of Annapolis; smell sections
near Fort Meade and Pasadena;
and a larger, rural section south of
Annapolls [n and around West
River,

= In lloward, the eastern sec-
tton of Columbia.

» In ¥arford County, the Edge-
wood area and much of Aberdeen
and the Army's Aberdeen Proving
Ground.

= In Carroll, only a small area
north of Sykesville.

A few other suburban areas
could be excluded if they adjoin
areas with high concentrations of
minorities or poverty.

Participants also could choose
to move to-a limited number of

arees in Baltimore city. including:

= Predominantly white,
blue-collar neighborhoods Int the
southwest.

s The well-to-do neighbor-
hoods around Mount Washingtan
and Roland Park in the northern
end of thecity.

= A narrow, wedge-shaped cor-
ridor in Lhe rortheast between
Belair and Harford roads.

v A section of the city in and
around Canton in the southeast,

Some of these areas still could
De exctuded. however, If a specific
census tract Is above the poverty
ievel but adjacent to mreas with
iarge minority or poor popula-
tlens.

Although they cani predict
Fow many of the 1,342 eligible fam-
ilies would decide to move, urban
housing experts expect the pro-
posal to prove popular. They say
the disadvantage of moving away
from reiatives is offset by the dan-
gers ofInner-city projects.

"A lot of people want aut.
They're scared,” said Steven So-
ifer, a professor In the Unlversity
of Maryland at Baltimore's School
of Soclal Work.

But public transportation like-
ly would be & critical factor in
whether famujes would decide to
participate — and in where they
would mave. :

Beltimore County has 33 MTA
bus routes, compared with six in
Anne Arundel, three in Howard

and Harford. and none in Carroli,
according to figures provided by
the stale Mass Transit Adminis-
tration.

If Chicago's experience is any
guide, however, lamilies do not
base their entire decisfon on pub-
lic transportation. “By and large,
most families have found s way to
cope with that,” said Mr. Willlams
of Loyola.

He said a lack of affordable
child care has been a particular
burden for families moving to the
suburbs. When they move, the
network of friends and relatives
providing child care in the inner
city islost.

So (ar, Baltimore County offi-
clals have been the most active
durtng discussions with the city
and the ACLU on detalls of the re-
iocation plan.

The county expects that no
more than 60 famliies a year would
move there from the city — and
the county would go to court to
enforce that limit if necessary, sald
Michael H. Davis, a top aide to
County Executive C.A. Dutch
RuppersbergerIII.

None of the other countles
asked for such caps, sald Ms. Sam-
uels, the ACLU attorney.

Last week. officials in Anne
Arunde), Howard, Harford and
Carroll eountles said they did not
expect many famlilies to move to
their counties.

“We're not the anes whao are go-

Where relocated
Jamilies can’t inove

This map shows the broad outline of a
proposed settiement between the
American Civil Liberties Union and
Baltimore City over the relocation of city
A public housing residents.

Although the final boundaries have
yet to be drawn, residents relocated
from housing projects to private rental
units under the federal Section 8
program would not be allowed to move
into neighborhoods in the heavily
shaded areas of the map.

These census tracts already have

minority populations larger than the
25.9 percent regional average or poverty
rates above 10 percent. The ACLU sued
the city to force it to relocate public
housing residents to less segregated areas.
ACLU officials say that other small areas are
likely to be added to the exclusion list.
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Tculties in suburbs

ing to be asimpacted as Baltimore

County.” said Anne Arundel Coun-

ty Executive John G. Gary. “We're

not going to get anywhere nearthe
number Dutch ts going to get.”

Sald Howard County Executive
Charles [. Ecker: "We're kind of
out in the country.”

Oflictals in Harford and Carroll
counties expressed simllar opin-
ions. Officials in the two countles
mentioned the tack of bus service
as areason why.

In Baitimore, twa City Council
members from eligible neighbor-
hoods said Friday that they did
not know the detalls of the plan —
assembled in part by city-housing
officials.

“They don't think they have to
respond to the City Council,” sald
John.L. Cain. 8 Democrat repre-
senting the ist Distriet in North-
east Baltimore. “We're in the dark
abaut this.”

Couneil member Rochelle “Rik-
k" Spector, a Democrat from the
5th Distrlet in Northwest Balti-
more, said moving poor familles
into her neighborhood could help
the city.

" “If the Jaw 15 to try not to can-
centrate the poor people in one
place and they're given good coun-
seling and job tratning and job
possibilities, thet would be a con-
structlve thing,” she sald.

Sun staff writer Ellen.Gamerman
contributed o this article.



