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I Am a Judge

By The Hon. Kathryn J. Lawlor
' (As written by Steed Evans, Staff Reporter)
(One of a Series) )

Sometimes I say a prayer before I go on the bench. I
often feel the need for Divine Guidance.

Cexfainly my distinguished colleagucs, Judge Thomas M.
Anderson, former Circuit Court Judge Stedman Prescott as
well .ag myself needed more than JUbt law bool\s when we
sentenced Eddie Lee Daniels " : :
to die in Maryland’s gas *
chamber for the murder of a
Silver Spring car wash oper-
ator.

The’ awesqme power to im-
pose the death sentence in-
volves a 'moral obligation to
society few persons otheu
than a judge ever consider.

This death sentence was
the only one I have had to
consider during my three-
years on thé bench of the
{Montgomery County Circuit
! Court, which is in Maryland’s
Sixth Judicial District.

I have been a Republican
Lall my life. My appointment -
to the bench by Governor
Theodore
torney in Montgomery County, as a member of the County!
Council and as a delegate to the General Assembly.

Circujt Court judges in Moutrromu*y county are
$17,000 a year, $2000 more than the State authorizes.

Judge Lawlor

The,

R. McKeldin followed my career as a practicing at-

County Council has the authority
to supplement the State’s allot-
ment and our present salary is

as high as the county is author-‘

ized to pay us.

Our elections are for 15 years
and, as far as I know, this is the
longest elective term in Govern-
ment,  except -the life appoint-
ments of Federal judges.

I was always interested in law,

even as a girl. But I didn’t go
to law school until five years af-
ter T married my late husband
who was an attorney with the
Veterans Administration. I gradu-

ated from the Washington Col-

lege of Law and opened an of-
. Judge Jennings Bailey awarded

fice in Washington, D. C.

But after my
Lawrence and Joan were born, I
practiced from my home in

Chevy Chase. When they become ;

of school.age, I opened my Sil-
ver Spring office.

Many people ask me, “Aren’t
you ever worried about your ver-
dicts?” The answer is yes, and
no,

Sometimes I worry about a

case during and before its termi- |

nation, but once I have weighed
all factors and pass sentence, I
never worry about it dgain.

Nor do I take my work home.
I am very jealous of my family
life and I have always wanted
to be able to talk about things
not connected with court with my

; family. -
paid

Of course,
home as limp as a rag from the
tension, the constant concentra-

two children,

I sometimes get |Jurors

Although one may have to sit
on a long procession of what
might be called “little” -cases,
such as a homeowner suing a
contractor for a wet basement,
we must remember that to the
litigant, ~each case is vitally im-
portant.

I can remember vividly just
such a “little” case that I was
handling as an ‘attorney. My
client had her husband in court
for nonssupport. It was during
the depression.

I was trying to get the court
to award my ‘client, who was

pregnant, a payment of $5 a-

week. After a long argument,

the woman $2 a week. But I pro-

Of course, we never deprive a
man and his family of their live--
lihood to serve on a jury.

Montgomery county pays a jur-
or $5 a day for food and trans-.
portation. This rate is among two
of the lowest amounts paid in all

Maryland. The average is be-
tween $3 and $11 a day.
This county needs another

judge on the Circuit Court. On
the nation-wide basis that there
should be one judge for every
50,000 persons, this county should
have six, twice as many as we
now have.

But I think one more svould
.suffice for the present. Hgwever,
we- haven't got room eyen for
"one more in this building. There

tested, “Your honor, that is less: will be enough room when the
than half of my plea and leaves' building gets a new wing some
the husband the greater portion jtime in 1960.

of his earnings.”

He looked down at me and then
said, “Alright, we'll makes it
$2.50.7 1 later learned that was
tho nnly “time Judge Railey in-
creased the amount of his pre-:
vious awards.

In all my experience only one
person—a woman—ever told me
that a woman has no business be-

-ing a judge. And I happen to be

the first woman ever _appointed
and elected to a ’\laryla.nd Circuit
Court bench.

This woman was a’ pquperm e
Juror. She told me that she didn't
think women should serve as
or as judges. But she

served and, afterwards she came

e

to me and said that it was the .

fl We three judges work on a
system that attempts to have one
of us free to work with lawyers
while the other two are on the
bench. But this doesn’t always
work and frequently we find our
~desks piled high with pleas, mo-
tions and other paper work.
There is a certain amount of‘
overlap to our work. We must.
continue to hear cases daily while
at the same time we must be con-!
sidering and doing research on’
-argued cases awaiting decisions.
We never pass sentence in im-'
portant cases that may involve a:
man’s life or a long prison term:
until some time after the casoy

“has been completed.,

This “cooling-off” penéd wh\}o,

tion that is necessary in my field. ™Most rewarding experience she’!}not necessary, serves to dissipate -
The ever-present need for mental ever had. This is true in many; any emotional impressions one

alertness while on the bench can

exhaust one, particularly durmv;‘

a long trial

Court beging at 9:30 in the
morning and may not end until
10:30 that night.

cases.

- may get. And foo,

it provxdeq

Selootmg jurors lsnt easy for time for investigation of the puc

‘many have excuses. Some farm.
ers, for instance will say that
they have to tend their CTOps
when, as a matter of fact. nn
crops have been planted. Other
persons plead that their homes
are too far from court.

oner's background.



One fact distresses me very
much people don't kKnew uery
much about their rights end
privileges in court. I speak %o
many adult and student groups
aé you would be amazed-to see
the lack of information about the
courts, which after all, belong to
the people.

Children are eager to learn
about courts — particularly about
domestic relations court. But
they aren't taught this subject in
school.

1 think it would be a good thing
it more teachers brought high
schoal classes into court to ob-
serve proceedings. I always
make a point of stopping to in-
troduce them to court officers
and I try to explain to them what
we are doing, and why. I think
it should be part of their educa-
tion.



