Bolting court, convict
leads downtown chase

By William F. Zorzi Jr.
Staff Writer

police officers — including the Cen-

tral District commander — took an

terday through the steam m
y e steamy

downtown Baltimore.

But it wasn't a physical fitness

cided not to stick around to hear his

The run began about 2:20 p.m.
on the fourth floor of the Clarence M.
Mitchell Jr. Courthouse, where a Cir-

cuit Court jury h convicted
Andre Jackson, 31, of the 700 block
W. Lexington St., of heroln posses-
sion.

After hearing the verdict, and as
palled the 2 wiry, 5-foot
tnch Jackson from the court-

6.t looked like the
Keystone Kops.99
Unidentifiod police officer

Jackson slammed the wooden

courtroom door against the marble

with such force that it sounded

e a gunshot echoing through the
halls,

Women’s screams and officers’
shouts filled the hallway as Jackson
ran down the stajrs,

In hot pursuit followed sheriff's
deputies, who had been
him in the courtroom, as as city
police detectives and uniformed offi-
cers, who had been waiting to testify
{n other cases.

Maj. Frank A. Russo, commander
of the Central District, was down the



“onvict bolts court, is quickly caught

3CAPE, from 1E
Acer, the major, too, joined the

ase.

Jackson, who was not in hand-
{Ta or leg shackies, ran down three
thts of steps, past the fully staffed
urthouse desk and metal
tector, and out the front door onto
Ivert Street.

Like a snowball, he seemed to
.ther deputies and police officers
hind him as he ran cast on Fayette
reet, south on Guilford Avenue
1d east on Baltimore Street.
Traffic on city streets screeched
a halt, sirens wailed, and the

‘¢ helicopter thud-thud-thudded
erhead.

'Ouy-ﬂylng. wheezed one sher-
, a8 she rounded the cor-

-rd' otdandmmmore.folbw

4 Jackson, who was headed right

r The Block.

Thanks to a citizen jumping in

Jackson’s path, Shertff Wil-
liamn Dowling was to nabhimtn
front of the Two O'Clock Club, just
cast of Holliday Street.

“He made a cut, and a civilian
took him out for me.” Deputy Dow-
ling said.

And while fleeing must have
seemed like a idea at the time,

would have been at ers,
said a perspiring Ruseo, refer-
ring to the police in the next

*1t looked lke the -
said a amirking Central District uni-

pate in the chase, but who arrived
after Jackson had been appre-
hended.

City police put handcuffs on



