N.Y. administrator to lead
the College of Notre Dame

School Sisters
tradition is broken

By Davip FOLRENFLIK
BUNBTAFF

For the first time in its his-
tory, the College of Notre
Dame of Maryland bhas
named someone who is not a
member of the School Sis-
ters of Notre Dame a3 ils
fong-term leader, tapping a
veteran administrator froma

Catholic campus in upstate
New York to become its 11th
president.

Mary Pat Seurkamp, vice
president for institutional
planning and research at St.
Jonn Fisher Cuilege in Roch-
ester, N.Y., wilt take over the
college’s presidency in July.

“This is a college that is
very clear in its values,” said
Seurkamp, 50. “It {is] a place
wherte 1 feit that I could be
quite effective in providing
leadership.”

She pledged o continue
the century-old college's
dedication to a “holistic”
curriculum that tends to the
intellectual, spiritual, social
and physical education of its
3,200 students. “I know first-
hand — not just from the re-
search — what that kind of
education can do,” said
Seurkamyp {proncunced sir-
kamp).

She noted that she had
spent most of her own edu-
cation and career at Catholic
institutions — 12 years of pri-
mary and secondary school-
ing, her college years, and
more than two decades of
work experience on Catholic
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campuses.

“She's really bright. 1
think she is a good fit,” said
Karen Stoddard, a professor
of communicgtion arts at the
school. “That's really impor-
tant to us: that she really
haveafull ([See College, 541
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understanding of and a long-term
commitment to Catholic higher
education.”

While the undergraduate stu-
dent body is made up entirely of
women, some male students are
enrolled part time in the College of
Notre Bame's weekend college.

Because the college relies
heavily on tuition revenues, the
school needs to closely monitor its
enroliment levels, which often dip
and soar, Seurkamp said.

She said the trustees made it
cleay that she will be vesponsible
far raising the caollege's profile as
well a8 more money to run ihe
schopl. The campus is about to
embark on a capital nprovement
prograrm swted 1o take 20 years
and eost $70 million.

Interim Jeadership

Georgetown University historr
an Darothy M. Rrown, who 1s not &
nun, nas received strong praise in
jeading the coliege for the past

year as its interim president while

trustees searched for a new cam-
pus leader. Former President Sis-
ter Rosemarie Nassif resigned
abruptly in Februaty 1996 after ve-
celving sharp criticism from some
facuity members pver moves she
made witheut much consuttation.

*With our interim president for
the year, Dorothy Brown, we got a
sense of how the president and the
faculy can work together,” said
philosophy chairman Christopher
Dreisbach, wno Is also head of the
faculty senate. “It's really whetted
our appetite for collabarative gov-
ernment.”

Seurkamp “seeras very promis-
ing in that regard,” Dreisbach
saig. “We also wanted someone
who had the appropriate respect
for the tradition of this college,
and I get the sense yhat she under-
stood that”

in an interview at what will be-
come her office at Gibbons Hall,
Seurkamp outlined 2 phloSophy
that sppears geared (o attay facul-
ty concerns,

“It’s been my expegignee that
faculty can have very valuable
contributions, and theyre willing
to make hard Qecisions i they're
irvolved in the process,” she said.
“With the appropriate involve-
ment and the appropriate proe-
ess, we can ordinarily find the sa-
lution.”

Campus officials are also cur-
yently searching for a new aca-
demic vice president. Once that
person is in place, Seurkamp said,
the college will begin its first full
review of its entire curriculum to
ensure that it is coasistent with
the campus mission.

Seurkamp's selection, finalized
hy trustees at the end of last week
and announced to the campus
yesterday afternoon, broke the
tradition of having a nun from the
order of the School Bisters of No-
tre Damerunthe campus.

“We all have a tremen-
dous sense of enthusiasm.
Ske’s tnspirational. She
Just is ready to be a presi-
dent. Everpbody says
thaf’. rr

Kathieen O'F. Friedman,
chairwoman af the search panel
that nominated Mory Pat Seur-
kamp for the college’s presidency.

“Bverybody that went info this
wonlgd have loved 10 be able Lo
continue the tradition,” said
trustee Kathleen O'Ferrall Fried-
man, chairwoman of the search

_panel that nominated Seurkamp
* for the iob. “We all feel a sense of
ioss — it's & foss of traditicn.”

But, said Friedman, a Bain-
more, City Cirewit Court judge,
“We all have 5 iremendous sense
pf enthusiasm {about Seurkampl.
She's inspirational. She just is
ready 10 pe a president. Every-
body says that.”

Early on, Friedman said, {he 12-
member gearch committee decid-
ed not 56 Hmit interviews {0 mems-
bers of the Schoot Sisters of Notre
Dame, the order of nuns dedicated
to the education of women that
founded the school in 1896. One of
three Gnalists was a college official
who was 8 member of the order,
but she was not olfered the joo,
campus sources said.

“I think we chose the person
who could take us into the next
century,” Friedman said.

Students voice enthusiasm

Severn! students and faculty
members expressed eathusiasm
for the prospect of Seurkamp rep-
resentihg the campus in the Baltl-
more region.

“Her whole demeanor {8 very
professional. She’s well spaken,”
said MaRhez Haliday, a sopho-
more who is the host of a talk show
on the coltege’s AM radio station.
“She has a way of communicating
her tdeas in a manner to which the
audience may be more receptive.”

“She was interested in making
sure that when you ssy the College
of Notre Dame, people know what
that is,” said Celegte Walls, a 20-
year-old funior from Levittown,
Pz, who is president of the cam-
pus Arts Society. “People should
&now that iU's a strong college in
the Baltimore area — and espe-
cially that ¥'s {for] womena“ tro

Seurkamp graduate m

webster College n St. Louis ant
carned n master's degree from
Washington University in St. Lou-
is and @& doctorate from the State
University of New York at RBuftalo
in 1990, With her husband, Bob, a
retired Xerox executive, she owWns
a maring at Keuka Lake in upstate
New Yorx. The couple have two
daughiers and & sOn, and recently
became grandparents.



