A Celebration of Life
for
The Honorable Harry A. Cole
The Morgan Years

HE HONORABLE HARRY A. COLE WAS THE CONSUMMATE MORGAN MAN!
‘, He was proud of his Morgan rosts, and he delighted in just being in the company of his fellow
Morganites. When he spoke of” Morgan, his eyes aglow, his heart, to paraphrase the A/ma
Mater, “at its name thrilled wih pride.” One could tell that he was proud that all that he bad
achieved I his enormously procluctive and record-breaking career reflected favorably upon his
Alma Mater,

Harry A. Cole’s undergraduate years at Margan were prophetic. They witnessed his emergence as lecder
and spokesman and activist. Enrolled at the College on a full tnition scholarship, he became President of
the Student Council and President of the 1)ebating Society, as well as President of the Junior Class and
founder and Editor-in-Chief of the Spokesrian, the campus stdent newspaper. He was inducted into Al-
pba Kappa Mu National Honor Society and participated m the Dramatic Society and on the Tennis Team.
His participation in these activities displayed not only his commitment to academic excellence, but also
bis early appreciation for the written and spoken word, his eagerness to be on the cutting-edge, and his
predilection for being an ageat for change. He encouraged his fellow studemts to be bold in taking on
challenges and raising issues. Setting a fine example for them in his senior year, m an editorial in The
Spokesman, he challenged the nation’s wir plan and its devastating effects upon liberal arts education.
He covmseled bis fellow Americans that, though they might win the war abroad, they also needed to win
the peace at home by supporting quality education. This early resolve on his part to wage an unrelenting
humanistic battle for learning foreshadowed the trail-blazer and the indefatigable path-finder that he ‘vas
to become soon thereafier. The Promethe:n Fire was ignited in Hamry A. Cole during his Morgan years,
and he left the College determined to make a difference in the world and to help defend hmman rights.
Ironically, ke did not attend his Morgan Commencement Exercises mn 1943, where he was graduated
magna cum laude as Valedictorian of his <lass with a major in history because he had already enlisted in
the U.S. Amny to help his nation fight iis
battles abroad.

Having fought a good fight for his coumtry,
Harry A. Cole returped to the United States
1o contimued his passionate pursuit of exce. -
lence. After completing Law School at the
University of Maryland in 1949, he took on
a career in law and politics. He began 10
knock at doors previously closed to African
Americans and found that he was the
mighty warrior who could open them. His
successes are legend He integrated the
Maryland State Senate, the Attorney Ger-
eral’s Office, the Maryland Advisory Corx-
mittee 1o the U.S. Civil Rights Commissior ,
the Chasles Center Complex, and the Mary -
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Lind’s highest court, the Court of Appeals. Mor: importantly, he blazoned paths for others to follow, and
he raised issued and concerns previously neglect:d or overJooked and posited opinions and mformed judg-
nients that were umcommon. In his long and distinguished career as legislator and jurist, he established a
legacy of which his Alma Mater is fittingly proud.

It was no wonder and no surprise that Govemor Parris Glendenning named Judge Harry A. Cole, who re-
tired from the bench i 1991, the new Chairman of the Board of Regents of Morgan State University in
1995. And, at that point, began the second chaptr in the Morgan Years of Harry A. Cole. He took on the
chairmanship of the Board with camestness, determination and ineffable pride. He considered it a great
L onor to be the first atarmus of Morgan to be nz med Chairman of its Board of Regents, and be seemed to
feel that this distinction imposed upon him a special obligation to do an cutstanding job. It also seems
that, in his nostalgic remembrance of his underg aduate years at Morgan, he wanted to bring back the fer-
vor for constructive criticism and the commitme 2t to progress that be enjoyed while a student at Morgan.
Most of all, be seemed driven by a great desire t> make Morgan one of the nation’s fimest instinrtions, one
that atiracts faculty and students not so much because of its ethnicity, but mainly because of its quality.
He wanted Morgan’s students, especially, to bave the best—from the academic programs to the buildings
2nd grounds.

(Contiryed on page 7)
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The 1942 Editorial Board
Of I"he Spokesman

Editor-in-Chief Harry A. Cole
Associate EAItOTS .vvv-vmeveeeeiiniecrinsnn Herbert Trader, Parren Mitchell, Domthy Patterson
Managing Editor Joseph Gibbs
News Editors . George Harris, Maethelda Morris, Viola O'Neil,

Jonathan Campbell, Evelyn Moore, Lillian Riley
Wit and Humor Lillian Hinton
Copy Editors Corrine Walkex, Evelyn Alexander, Kathleen Mumby
Exchange EAItOX ... oo, ‘ Lorenzo Thomas
Business Manager . Milton Shephard
Advertising Manager Robert Watts
Circulating Managers Carstell Stewart, Thomas Ballard
Secretary Gloria Graves
Reports and Contxibutors - Ernestine Welch, Jacqueline Freeman,

Maurie. Dongal, James Lee, John Peag, Norman Bankins,
Arthur Mclver, Reginald Walton, Lorenzo Felder

Typists Frandis Cgle, Dorothy Williaxns, Thebma Elks, Sevilla Boyd
SPONSOLS ..o icrteiramananasrissesans comesamss e m et sastens Clinton E. Knox, Jessie M. Wright
(Continued from page 5)

The passion for excellence that Chatrman Hiurry A. Cole brought to the leadership of the Board of Re~-
gents did not go unnoticed.. His leadership ¢ £ the Board was even-handed and fait, and he generated an
atmosphere of genuine camaraderie. The faculty and siudents of the Undversity felt a closeness to him and
were comfortable chatting casually with him .or debating an issue with him. They felt that he was oge ¢f
them And it was his wncamy ability to put ¢thers at ease, to show respect for their opinions, to listen t>
the other side of issues and to acoept them s his equals that was the ndelible mark that he placed on
every thing that he did at Morgan.

As Judge Harry A Cole loved Morgan State University, so, too, did Morgan State University love Judge
Harxy A. Cole, ove of its favorite sons! His is a legacy that will not soon be forgotten.
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
4805 MT. HOPE DIIVE « BALTIMORE, MD 21215-3297 + (410) 358-8900

February 18, 1999

Dear Mrs. Cole:

| join the entire NAACP family in extending heartfelt condolences to you and
your family. The death of Judge Harry A. Cole is an inestimabie loss to us all.
He was able to touch and measuire the pulse of our State’s vast populace and
reached countless people acros;; Maryland. He was a wonderful person who
fashioned a life of extraordinary service. As the first African-American elected
to the state Senate, as well as the first African-American to serve on
Maryland’s highest court, he senred as an excellent example to all.

| understand all too well that mere words may be inadequate at a time such
as this. Perhaps it will lighten your burden of sorrow to know that many
others share your grief and abid2 with you in prayer. | believe that there is a
special and unique bond that exists between husbands and wives, and trust,
therefore, that the time you sharad with him will linger forever in your heart. |
am sure he will long be remembered by all that knew and loved him.

Unfortunately, too few experiences in life can prepare us for the passing of a
loved one. However, it was proriised in John 14:18 that God would not leave
us comfortiess; may He continue: to bless and comfort you abundantly during
your hour of need. With warm personal regards, | remain,

Sincerely,




