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- When he wa
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k state scnator in 4,
defeating the or-
hwest Baltiore

. While in the Senate, Judge Cole
i} Was a strong advocate of civil rights.
- Al the appeals court, he is consid- K
J ered a member of the liberal wipg on moderate conservative. One person
3 criminal law, but that label is not ab- Called him a “middle-of-the-roader.”
solute. In some recent criminal deci-
i sions, Judge Cole, 61, has sided with pecially in many criminal cases, be-
% what some see as the conservative cause the other six judges have some-
block and even wrote one of the ma- times divided evenly on issues,

jority opinions. Judge Couch has been chairman of .

‘Occasionally be has writtep stir-
A4y ring dissents, including one in ‘which
i he accused the four-man majority of
: @Qﬂ" "being blind to the facts of life in the

4 man whom police nabbed when they
were looking for armed robbery sus-
il peets. - The man ran when
24 shouted, “Run, police!” -
N The question was whether the
& lice had & “reasonable suspicion” that by the General Assembly last year to
A the man had done something wrong $tudy, and possibly make recominen-
Z¥4and were justified in stopping ang.dations to revise, the state's judicial
{iscarching him. The majority said the SYStem.
x
kel anﬁ!:&d;gl;:?'chﬁgiro&ré wrote Judge Couch graduated from the
Mthat- the majority “demonstrates a Washington College of Law at Ameri-
i profound lack of understanding of the €30 University in 1941. In private
jofgrealities of ghetto life,” and that the Practice, Judge Couch did mainly
RS Iman's desire to run when he heard Civil work. o
B about the presence of the police was a , !¢ represents the appellate circuit
5179 "ghetto-like Pavlovian re
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onrt of Appeals-
s -Harry A. Cole
Harry A. Cole is one of two judges
34 on the Court of Appeuls selected from

$54 Baltimore city. He is also the first
{ and only black person (o serve on the

defin
' his decisions.

the state’s Judicial Ethics Commit-
tee, the group that advises judges on
professional conduct. : :

Last week he said he will have to

In that case, the appeals court up- Fesign from that job, since Court of
d the drug conviction of a black APpeals judges are the ones who take
disciplinary action against errant S
lower court judges, some of whose a
cases may have been before the com- 1)

miltee,
He is also on the committee set up

A native of Des Moines, lowa,

. that includes Prince Georges, Cal-

REE bl -
James IF. Couch, Jr.
James F. Couch, Jr., was uppoinl-=
ed {o the high bench only last week,
but he will be as familiar with the;
Court of Appeals’ work as a ncw|

?‘l%pvmcd from the! judge can be.
P Baltimore Supreme Bench in 1977,

Judge Cole had been a ground-break-
4 €r in state government and politics!
: 5«-‘%}; 3 for a quarter century.

-

Unitke the man he replaced as L §v
Maryland's chief judge in 1972, Rob-
ert C. Murphy enjoys mixing in the
administration of the court system.
fle also scems to revel in the pub-
Unlike any of the other six, Judge!lic eye, addressing all sorts of gather-
ings, from the "state of the judiciary”
remarks he gives to the General As-
‘sembly to the casual comments he
e Court of Special delivers Lo citizens being iniliated
a short time in: Appeals, from which he was elevated into the
black person to last Wednesda
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Couch, 64, has been a judge at all
levels of the state’s court system. He
"has served on the District Court, the

Judge Cole was an assistant state. Circuit Court and th
attorney general for
the 1950s, the first
f?g hold such a position. In 1954, he be-
Frwi came the first blac
Maryland's history,
ganization of Nort
political boss

systeny that disciplin
y by Governor Hughes. | yers. #E B2
Some court observers say- that, . . o ;
en though Judge Couch has been( trative pﬂlce of the courts has gr'(m n
writing formal appellate opinions dramatically and has become a state
since he joined the Court of Special. burcaucracy all by itsell. One of its

'?E‘B“ H {J‘YW“' Appcflls in 1977, he has not shown any'

te political %rfsé)ciil guh'cgun

Under Judge Murphy, the adminis-
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major duties is to tell Judge Murphy
what is going on in his demain.

Some people say Judge Murphy {
spreads himself too thin by spending fu
a huge amount of time on administra- %
tive matlers while at the same time
grappling with his share of court devi- ¢
sions. Considered a skillful politician,
he was described recently by one
court observer as a man who “Kiwws i-
when to compromise, how Lo comnpro- §
mise and deal with people.”

Some of his critics, however, say &
he is reluctant to share the power of
his office and grips the reins of the
state judicial system tightly.

From October to Decemiber of #
1966, Judge Murphy was Maryland's ;
atlorncy_general. Before that he had §:
pent several years as an assistant
nd then deputy altoruey gencral. In?
967, he hecame the first chief judg.
of the newly created Court of Special’

He has a reputation, however, as a

His vote on the court is crucial, es-

When he was elevated Ir
lernediate court to become chief::
judge of the Court of Appeals, Judge
Murphy, now 55, was (he youngests;
man ever named Lo that position.

Considered a moderately conse
vative jurist, Judge Murphy has been!
a dissenter in some of the court's re-
«cent decisions (o reverse criminal

lle represents the appellate circut g =5
that includes Harford and Baltimore 'S
Lountics.
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