REMEMBERING

Harry Augustus Cole "49

BY PATRICIA YOUNG

As the first black Assiseant Atrorney General in
Baltim >ee and the first African American co hold 2
Maryland State Senatw seat, che Hon. Harry Auguscus
Cole led a distinguished civil rights journey throughout
his life.

In a lerter to his wife on his passing on February 14,

U.S. St Paul 3. Sarbanes remarked: “Judge Cole’s
accomplishments as a pioncer and traitblazer in the
politie:], judicial and racial history of out state have
inspire 1 a generation of leaders eo emulare his determina-
tion and standards.”

It scerns thae Cole was destined ro be a leader. An ordi-
nary man, the youngest of five children, Cole was known as 2
“man ¢ f the people.” Like Rosa Parks, who this June receive
the Coagressional Gold Medal of Honor for her role in iniciat-
ing des=gregarion for the nation, Cole integrared the Maryla1d
State S:nate, the Attorney General's Office, the Maryland
Adviso y Committee to the United Srates Civil Righes Com mission,
the Charles Cenrer Complex and Maryland's highest courr, he
Courrt of Appeals.

These grear aces originated from humble beginnings Edr cared in
the Baldmore City Public School System, Cok graduated from
Frederick Douglass High School in 1938. Knowing he wantzd ro
pursue higher educarion, bur having limited means to do so, Cole
workec for one year waiting tables and shining shoes to carn the $69
admiss.on fee to Morgan State College.

His years at Morgan shaped the type of man he would bezome in
his pro ‘essional career: a leader and activist. At Morgan, Cole: held
the offize of president of the Student Council as well as of the
Debati 1g Society. He served as president for his junior class mnd was
founde: and ediror-in-chief of the Spokesman, the campus student
newspaper. Cole was inducted into Kappa Mu National Honor
Society and was valedictorian of his 1943 class, graduating » agna
cum larde. Unable to attend his commencement exercises bezause
he was zalled to serve in the Army for two ycars during World War
I, Cole: received an honorary discharge in 1946, as first licut:znant,

Thr e years later, Cole graduared from the School of Law, mark-
ing the beginning of his tireless work on behalf of the citizens of
Baltimore. He concentrated his efforts in criminal law and civil
rights, offering his services pro bono to those upable to afford other-
wise. Cole’s policical career was sparked by the need 1o fight ‘or civil
righes, und his determination to correct wrongs was matched by his
success in doing so. In 1950, Cole ran unsuecessfully for the House
of Delegates; likewise a year later for the City Council. Though he
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did serve as Justice of the Peace and Substitute Magistrate, it wasn’t
undl he was appointed Assistant Attoraey General in 1955 thae his
raission was set in a flurry of activiry.

From 1954 to 1958, Cole served in the Maryland State Senate.
In 1967, then-Gov. Spiro T. Agnew appointed Cole o the
Municipal Court of the City of Baltimore. In 1968, Gov. Aghew
appainted Cale ta 2 15-year term an the Supreme Bench, now
known as the Circuit Court. In 1977, Cole was named to the state’s
highest court, the Maryland Court of Appeals, by acting Gov. Blair
Lee 11. From then until he accepred mandarory rerirement in
1991, Cole continued to fight the fighe of the “little man.”

One of Cole’s greatest honors was to be the fiest 2 umnus of
Morgan State Universicy appointed chairman of its Board of
Regents in 1995. He served until his death.

Harry Augustus Cole is survived by his wife of 42 years, Doris
Freeland Cole; three daughrers, Susan Cole Hill, Harrierr Cole
Chinsee, and Stephanie Cole Hill; his siscer Dr. Pear Cole
Brackerr, and two grandchildren.



