MARYLAND

Delegate Rawlings, a champion
of education, dies at 66
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Maryland Delegate Howard
P. Rawlings, an influential law-
maker who helped impose re-
forms on public schools in Balti-
more and Prince George's
County, died yesterday at the Uni-
versity of Maryland Medical
Center in Baltimore after a long
gut with bladder cancer. He was

Mr. Rawlings, Baltimore De-
mocrat, was a driving force in re-
forms in the Prince George’s
County public school system. Its
current appaointed school board is
one result of his efforts.

He was a “legislator who had
the courage of his convictions,’
said state Sen. Ulysses Currie,

Prince George’s Democrat and
chairman of the Budget and Tax-
ation Comsmittee. “He was coun-
vinced that the Prince George’s
school system could and should
be one of the {best} in the state”

Beatrice P. Tignor, chairman
of the Prince George’s County
school board, said Mr. Rawlings
was “a champion for excellence
in education.”

“And we have lost a genuine
public servant, whose legacy not
only impacts education but also
the breadth of state government,’
said Miss Tignor, a former De-
mocratic delegate.

In Baltimore, political leaders
said his death was a serious blow
to the city, which has seen its po-
litical power diminish at the same
time its need for financial aid

from the state is increasing.
“Things are bad already. They
are just going to get worse,” said
City Council member Kenneth
Harris, who described Mr. Rawl-
ings as “one of the most power-
ful and respected legislators in

Annapolis, and one of the most in-
fluential African-American lead-
ers in the state”

Mr. Rawlings’ influence ex-
tf;nded beyond the boundaries of
his native city. As chairman of the
House Appropriations Commit-
tee for the past 12 years, he
played a major role in shaping
state fiscal and tax policies.

House Speaker Michael E.
Busch, Anne Arundel County De-
mocrat, called Mr. Rawlings was
“a very large man who cast a
very large shadow over the po-
litical spectrum.”

“At least in my time in the
Maryland General Assembly, I
can think of no one else who has
had a greater influence on legis-
lation affecting the state of Mary-
land and the city of Baltimore,’
Mr. Busch said.

“He was the guy {who] came
out of public housing and treas-
ured his education opportuni-
ges” Mr. Busch said. “He be-
lieved the key to success for
minorities and for working-class
people was to gain the education
1o succeed in the workforce and
to participate in all the rich ben-
efits of being part of the Ameri-
can dream.”

Lt. Gov. Michael S. Steele said
he and Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr.
were “very shocked and sad-
dened by
Pete's loss.”

“Hewasa

giant,” Mr.
Steele, a Re-
publican,
said, adding
that he and
Mr. Rawl-
ings would
often “bump
heads in a
very gocd
way"

Mr. Rawl-
ings grew up in Baltimore and
went on to earn bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in mathematics.
He taught mathematics in college
and was an administrator at Bal-
timore City Community College.

He was elected to the legisla-

ture in 1978 and in less than a
decade was chosen as vice chair-
man of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, which regulates spending
to state agencies. He became
committee chairman in 1992.

A statement issued on behalf of
his family said education was his
passion, and “until the end of his
life, he fought to make sure _that
all children in the state received
the best education.” )

Mr. Rawlings is survived by
his wife, Nina Cole Rawlings; and
three children — Wendell Raw}-
ings, Lisa Rawlings and
Stephanie Rawlings Blake, 4
member of the Baltimore City
Council.

His son is a member of the De-
mocratic State Central Comumit-
tee. Delegate Salima Siler Mar-
riott, Baltimore Democrat, said
the younger Mr. Rawlings mgy_be

chosen to fll out the remaining
three years in his father's term.

e This article is based in part
on wire service reports.



