Casper R. Taylor Jr.: dealmaker,
~ Assembly peacekeeper -
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s speaker: of the Maryland House of Delegates

from 1994 to 2002, Casper R. Taylor Jr. was prob-

. ably best known for keeping an eye on the health

of the entire state, especially economically

depr&ssed areas such as those in Westem Maryland
Balnmore City and the Eastem Shore. '

to have those with disparate viewpoints understand the
~ benefit of cooperation. ‘

Indla.nas University of Notre Dame and who is a classical-
plamst in love with the work |
of Frederic Chopin, returmed '
home after college to help his
fat.her'i nun the family’s restau-
rant and catering business.
Whileialways involved in' com-
munity affairs, jt was a 1974
redistricting that created a sin-
gle-member district with a
slight Democratic majority in a
historically Republican region
that found Taylor running for a
seat in the House of Delegates.
He: won, and an impres-
sive, 28-year political career
ensued — one Taylor hopes
will continue,
Ask him to look back and
point to his proudest achieve-
ments, and Taylor will respond
it was his efforts to get various
parties' to set down their
thatchets and break- bread
‘together.
' “The historic rivalry, if not
animosity, between Greater
Baltimore ‘and Montgomery
County has been and remains
a very detrimental situation,”
says Taylor. “T've worked very
hard to get people to think in
terms of\a ‘One Maryland’ concept.
i “There is so much a diversity of needs and opportuni-
ties in this state that we have to get past the parochial-
ism,” he says..
Taylor also is proud of the 2002 passage of the Bridge

to Excellence in Public Schools Act that grew out of a . .

66

: -period. ' ! |
" He also gained a reputation as a dea.lmaker —_— laxgehli -
because of his efforts to practice the virtue of inclusion and .

: Los ‘Angeles ‘Times,
But before politics, Taylor, who studied govemment at

Maryland : ACLU lawsmt' on' ¢
behalf of underserved urban |
school children. The act has |
increased educational fundmg{
by $1.3 bi]hon dunng aﬁve-yea.r i

“We were smgled out in edx- f -
torials in the New York Times, | YtEARQ’ -
the Wall Street. Journal and the
Wh.lCh | . )
applauded- Maxyland i for bemg IR \i' :

the first state to meet the constitutional requlrement of .
an equitable Iand adequate

pubhc, educalnon he says.
“We knew what we were
domgl
oric I'm hearing today.”.

The first! two years of

fundmg were |to be raised -

through a cigarette tax, and,
says Taylor, everyone knew
that a decision would have to
be made for the remaining
three years of lfunding. “We
still had the foremght to put
that into law, and my. hope is

that we| as a state, hveuptof_
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— the only one of 1ts kind in |

recent mermory |in -any state
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Although no longer speak-
er of the house, he s not wnt- :

.........

Taylor is now a government:
: relatlons consultant with the
law fu'm Alexander &

. : Cleaver. . ="+ B
“I’ll contmue to be involved w1f£h the . House of
Delegates ... I very much love and respect the institution
of the state legislature and want to contmue to help

shape public pohcy into the future.”
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I've worked very hard to get people to thm’,k m terms of a
- ‘One Maryland’ concept.- L
Casper R. Taylor Jr. -
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