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in political Annapolis: He’s a

legislator with vision. Call

him*the “idea man” of the Mary-
land Stafe House.

While Senate President
Thomas V. Mike Miller is content
to remain a reactive political
counter-puncher, House Speaker
Taylor doesn't hesitate to aggres-
sively attack tough issues.

Indeed, he often is more imagi-
native in coming up with perma-
nent social solutions than Gov.
Parris N. Glendening.

Ysually, political leaders in the
Sfafe House try to patch things up
that are broken.

: They react only after the crisis

-upon them: The result oftenis a

ylek fix.

. In contrast, Mr. Taylor consid-
ers the long-range implications.
'And he takes a far broader, more
catholic view on issues than most
of his colleagues.

He led the charge on health-
care reforms, a devilishly complex
matter with no easy answers.

He has been a consistent cham-
pion of aid for Baltimore City and
other depressed subdivisions — in-
cluding his own Allegany County —
that have not shared in the current
economic boom,

Now he is proposing a major
shift of tax revenue to pay for mass
transit systems in Maryland, a no-
tion that is both far-reaching and
yet eminently achievable.

He is, once again, two steps
ahead of the governor on an issue,

Mr. Taylor’s bent for taking the
initiative has turned the House of
Delegates into the chamber that
creates its own agenda each ses-
sion, at times more ambitious in
scope than the governor’s.

This situation has left the Sen-
ate — a cantankerous group that
treasures independence over unity
— embarrassed and defensive: Too
often, House-passed initiatives are
given the cold shoulder by sena-
tors because it wasn't their idea.

Mr, Taylor regularly empha-
sizes the need for looking beyond
parochial interests. He has worked
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assiduously — with some success @

— to lessen the animus between
Baltimore City and Montgomery
County delegates. He has encour-
aged delegates to tour other parts
of Maryland to get a feel for the di-
versity and perspectives of a state
with starkly different regions.

He proudly embraces a “One
Muryland” concept — his version
of the “All for one, one for all"
motto of Dumas’ “'I‘he Three Mus-

. keteers.”

He believes that rural lawmak-
ers like himself should come to the
ald of a distressed Baltimore City
because it is in the best interest of
the entire state to do so. :

He also believes that such good
deeds will lead tc a more harmoni-
ous state, where there is less ur-
ban-suburban-rural conflict. His
view is that social iilis should be
remedied regardless of what part
of the state the problem ljes.

Though he is a traditional rural
conservative, Mr. Taylor has not
imposed his beliefs on the House.
That was a wise political move,
since he is far more to the right of

" center than his liberal and moder-
" ate colleagues from the state’s big-

ger jurisdictions.

Mr. Taylor's conservative lean-
ings — especially on gun control
and on abortion — make it difficult
for him to achieve his ultimate
dream: becoming governor. That's
unfortunate. He has the sort of
thoughtful, creative mind that our
elected executives should possess.

At the moment, though, he
seems content to solve problems
as House speaker.

He's a quiet negotiator and a
deternmnined consensus-seeker, not
given to raising his voice often in
anger. That has served him well.

He also is not above mixing po-
litical pork with his grander
schemes: The Cumberland native

makes sure plenty of aid is steered

 toward his city and Allegany
- County in most of his proposals.

The joke in Annapolis is that
Mr. Taylor’s “One Maryland” plan
actually is a cover for the speaker’s
true intent: a “One Allegany” aid
program.

Every state needs someone
who dreams big, who looks beyond
today’s crisis, who worries about
tomorrow’s problems — and who
acts to do something about them.

Maryland could use more “idea
men” like Casper Taylor in its leg-
islature, and in the governor's of-
fices, too.

Barry Rascovar is a deputy ed-
itor of The Sun’s editorial page.



