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Allegany delegate gulded health care reform bill through its difficult birth

ByJohnWFreee

Del. Casper R. Taylor Jr., a bald-
ing, 58-year-old former tavern owner
from Western Maryland, just beat
Hillary , Rodham Clinton to the
punch iton

When the state Senate gave final
General Assembly approval to a
landmark health care reform bill
yesterday — a full month before
Mrs. Clinton'’s health care task force
will conclude fts-work — no one was
more proud than the Allegany Coun-

Democrat.

ty

Seoreeofpeoplemsldea.:.lflwt-
side government played key roles in
drafting and ultimately passing a bill
that puts Maryland in the forefront
ofhealthmmreform them
" were Mr. Taylor's Senate counter-
-part, Finance Committee Chafrman
Thomas P. O'Reilly.

But from beginning to end, the

bill was Cas Taylor's
K was Mr. Taybrwlnhadmeull
drafted and who nvited in the bill's

many opponents and asked them to’

find a way to make it work. It was he
who bit his tongue and said '
to rile the Senate when it a]
the Finance panel was going to insist
on its own, far different

And it was he who realized the
best way to reach a compromise was
not to ask either the House or Senate
to back off, but to find a way to in-
clude the major concepts from both

A 19-year veteran of the House of
Delegatea, Mr. Taylor since 19687 has
chaired the Economic Matters Com-
mittee, which handles legislation in-
volving insurance, banking, employ-
ment and economic development
issues. Nine months ago, he sold the
family-owned bar in Cumberland,
which helped his parents send him
to the University of Notre Dame and

which In turn helped him send his
own two sons to South Bend, Ind.

Now Mr. Taylor, a chain-smoker
with a slow and deliberate speaking
style, is a full-time lawmaker who
makes no secret of his desire to be
speaker of the House one day. If pas-
sage of the health reform legislation
“adds to my cred .~ he
says, that's fine with him. But to get
this far has been a long fight.

The past two years, his commit-

tee in vain to get a grip on
the twin problems of ealth
care costs and the una biiity of

health insurance. The Bush admin--

istration, he said, had
the groundwork for states to become
*laboratories” for experiments in
health care reform. This year, sever-

al factors conspired to give the bill a
chance:

O Last 's presidential elec-
tion, and the Clinton victory in No-

vember, built public support to

changeamedicalmre that
now consumes 15 percent of the na-
tion’s gross domestic product.

[ The state’s powerful medical
soclety, operating with a new legisla-
tive lobbyist, found itself in disarray
early in the session. By the time the

p cal
orm legislation, which directly af-
fects what doctors do and how much
they are paid for doing it, the biil
already had too much momentum to
be stopped.

“Once they woke up to what we
were doing, they quite frankly be-
eamehelpﬁxlandaposmveplayerln
this thing,” Mr.

[0 House Spea.ker R. Clayton
Mitchell Jr., a conservative Kent
County Democrat ways to
lower the cost of health care to state
govemment ‘atided his clout to the

‘Heeametomcashispulntnmn
to really stir something up,” Mr. Tay-

t up with the health re-

lor said. '
Mthtdxellstartedbyordeﬂng
rival House committee to work with

'Mr. Taylor's, ending a turf battle on

that, if split into smaller
bly would have been

mented in part by Dr. James A,
Block, the new president of Balti-
more’s Johns Hopkins Hospital. Af-
ter Dr. Block briefed Mr. Taylor's
committee, the chairman directed
his staff to draft legislation tq imple-
ment a Rochester-type ;mgram for

Then.lnanalnm’stunptmedent-
ed way, Mr. Taylor his com-
mittee’s discuseion of the bill to any-
one who was interested. Many were.

Dozens of

business and labor, hospitals ang

health care bill that Mr. Taylor final-;
lyallowedhhmdﬁnbdieveﬂatﬂq
bill had a good chance of passage.



