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} ‘{From THE SuN_Bureau.]

S &nnapoli;, Md., Feb. 16.—Senator Ma-
loy., of Baltimore city, in a scriesof “where-
sés" preceding a resolution calling for iu-
,g:toqnstion from the Public Service Com-
gnfpsion, goes after members of the coto-
misslon. and its cmployes hammer and
‘tongs. It geems from these whereases that
gome of them have taken part in polities,
iangd, worst of al), they lined up against the
,ord‘anizstlon. That is the serious part of
R i "The general counsel of the commis-
slo.n,\ ‘illfam Cabell Bruce, scems to have
‘becu the principal offender against Senator
Maloy's ‘idea of the proprieties, and he is
charged with a number of things, in addi-
tiofi to'being suspected of ha\lng Congres-
. sfonal aspirations.

“."The preamble to Mr. daloy's resolution
statcs that “it was in the leglslative mind
at ;tbe ereation of the Public Service Com-

- mission that the great public service cor-

pogntions should be removed from all con-

“nection with, regulation by or participa-

tion in politics; that {o a body divorced

from politics was being committed the
regulation of these aggregations of capital

‘which it was thought had plaged too;
. promipent a part in conventlons, prima-.

rles and clections, and that such wus the

talk of the time «in hoth the legislative
hnllls and corridors and in the public press.

Moxt Povwerful Man In State. |

“In recent political contests it is report-

. ed that one of the members of the vom-
" misslon appeared on the hustings and in

the.lecent primary election preceding the
. Mayoralty campaign the general counsel

* (William Cabell Bruce), the assistant coun-
#el- (Albert €. Ritebie) and the sceretary
y (Louis M. Duvall) were active partisans;
" that under the view of the law creating
. the commissfon and entertained by the com-
. missfon tbe general counsel seems to be

the adviser, interpreter of the Jaws and
. dlctator of {ts jurisdiction, and hence is the

" most powerful ipdividual in the State of

.- Maryland, being the dominating foree of 2

'body to wbich is committed the Droadest
_ posvers over companics with o capital of

nearly one and a half pillions of dollars.

The Ofienses Uf Bruce.
» “We tind this official in the sbort time
" that he has been in office a leading spirit

in a Mayoralty primary, prominent in a
© Gubernatorial primary, at the prescot time
. &t the head of the campaigu committee In

thig State of a Presideutial aspirant, tak-

ing part in a movement admittedly aimed
. to legislate out of otlice an eleceted official
of Bultimore, and, if signs do not fail, lay-
- ing his plans tu become a candidate for
Congress while still holding the position of
general counse! to the Public Service Com-
mission ; and all thls without public com-
ment, while the pewspapers have teemed
with disapproval of the politltul activity
. of & petty police magistrate.”
Mr. Maloy Wants To IXnow.

. The commission is asked 1o answer-the

following inguiries aud give its reasons

thetefor :

“With a view of practicing economy in
tbc~ public expenditures would it not be
ad\'lsable to albolish the oftices of general
"counsel and assistant counsel to the comt-

. mission or both and impose these duties

-on the Attormey-General, and could not
. this be done without impairing the useful-
“ness of the commission?-

*‘Why should not the general counsel and
assistunt coumsel act as the attoromey for
the individual complainant when his com-
plaint seems well tfounded, as attorocy for
the ‘consumer when his iveritorious com-
plalnts against the public service corpora-
tion, or as attorney for the city of Balti-
more in the Gas Company case?

*1f legislation be required to enable the
couprel to the commission to act as the
people's counsel and to permit the services

.of .englneers and experts in the pay of the
-~‘ommission 1o be availed of by the com-
plainant, what legislation with this end
in view would the commissfon recommend?

“If an act be now on the statute books,
which act applies to certain classes of in-
dividuals or objects and it is proposed by
-statute 1o Increase or muke wore generad

. the purview and application of the act,
would such action on the part of the Legls-

+Jature be deemed an interference with the
powers now delegated 1o the commission?

.**Would the amendment of the IFull Crew

" Jaw, as proposed by the appended bill, Ju
any way interfere with the commission in
the performance of its duties?

Will The Counsel Help?

“It complaints be lodged with the com-
mission as to the condition of the vailroad
trackage at certain points, as to the hours
. of fabor and the conditions under which
railroad employcs labor, will the counsel
to the commission represent the complain-
an{s and will the complainants have the
"co-operation and help of the experts em-
ployed by the commission; and upon the
"fitfog -of an impersonal application In the
~nagie of an organization of railroad men
would-the commission conslder that it was

called upon to investigate of its own ac-

¢ord, and if conditions werc found to warv-
rant, would it order changes?

" #What explanation bas the commission

iot’tlu: fact that not one (except an order

\passed after an accident had occurred)

“among.the many ‘orders passed by it can be

clagsed among those generally regarded as
for” the direct Dbenefit of the Iaborers and
employes of public service corporations, as

{distinguished from the consumer on the one

hnnd and the Investor on the other?

. “iWhat. explanation has the commission

<to offer of the pnticnpatxon of its mem-

“pers and of its counsel in primary elec-
‘tions, .and, in the opinion of the com-
‘mission,. should mot such active participa-
tlon in politlcs be prohibited by law ?

-8 No Blow Intended.

In speaking of the ovder that he intro-

,,duc ed in the Scpate. {oday, Scnator Maloy

“walds, #] want to disclaim apy intention

of. nlmlnl, a blow at either the commission
or Mr. Bruce. On the contrary, 1 was very
thuch-in favor of tbe creation of the com-
mission and am now 2 strong advocate of
the board. Then tbe Attorney-General
a8 preparing the draft of the ublic Util-
ties law I procured copies of the Wisconsin
and New York laws, studied the provisions
of the acts, read the reports and publica-
tions of thc commissions of these States,

“considered how they would operate in

" Maryland and made suggestlons o the At-

“torpey-General, some of which he embod-

] ed'in the act as preseoted and passed.

i glso want to disavow any antagonism

to Mr. Bruce. I have been a candidate for

Xofiice in.four primary elections and in two

>geueral clections, and also have taken an
ve partin the management of two Con-

Tgressional and three Mayoralty elections,

%aud At is not likely that with such experi-

féhce 1 would be apt.to rush into a matter
where I.might incur the {1l will of such an
influential .man as the general counsel of
the ‘commission, simply for the purpoxe of

apnoylug him,
' 2The, truth . of the matter is that 1 be-|
llere Mr. Bruce has misconcelved the na-.
tyre ‘of his official duties and misunder-'
Btogd the province of the commission, and
byureason -of his force and_ability molded '
3th¥ commisslon according to bis ideas. The
"coqnselzshould investigate upon the mere
lng ‘6f-2 complaint, the counsel and the
latge force of experts and employes acting
161' the people. The public service corpora-
'tlpns can.take carc of themselves, but the
 consumer and tbe employe need the asilst-
“ante of these officials paid by the public
and intended. by the Legislature to be at
Lthe serrice of ‘the humblest complainant.

21 am in-earnest-about this matter and|
hope ‘that my efforts will result in maklng!
<the; Public Service Commission the useful
‘*insﬂtuﬂon that it was deslgned to be, and
:thqt it will be in fact as well as in theory
Yae :pmiselon entirely divarced from poli~

t;cs and. partlsanshlp » .
Connected WAth Train Crew Blll.
; nator. Maloy fold the Senate that his
'reaolutlon was in connection with the bill
,hior 8"yl erew”. “provision on ail trains
,Antroduced :by; him yesterday, and stated
gt ithe order.was designed to open the
.on of: whether or not.tihis- provision
~full.crew:did not come under the
m;;dictlon Of ‘the commission.’ - - - ‘
1.5 Senator. ‘Hammond in seconding ‘the mo-

Qn.nf -Henator. Maloy for immediate” con- |
Mﬂe&aﬁon of«h_!s order took-the stand that

ther’ branch:of  the: Legislature is en-

¢l to.have:such’ lntormatlon as it may
é;gumished it .by'this or’ any State.
fﬁ., sTbers, i3 5-great deal.of. informa-
n:which: wd should have, but. which we

‘have. not ‘beeb Dutiin possesion of,” sald
be. T “Although-we'are now in thé. middle
of our session the only tbing we have from
the Public Utilities Board s a 'report that
is so involved and tabulated that T must
confess 1 can make nothing “out of it.”

He further charged that the people now
know' that the TUtilitles Commission had
been uniformly ruling against’ them in
cases brought before it,’and said that the
petitioner in every casce had been put in a
position where he had to elicit the: in-
formation to make hls case out and which
ought to have been furnished by the ex-
perts and the counsel to the board. .

The resolution was finally made the spe-

. cial order of the day for. "1.30 o'clock mext

Wednesday. on motion of Senator -Lee.

Mr. Bruce Has. Nothing To- Say.

Mr. Bruce was asked yesterday if he
would make a siatement in explanation of
the charges against ‘him. He replied that
he had nothing whatever to say, that the
Senate had a right to any information it
desired, which the members of the commis-
sion, its counsel, officers or employes could
give, and if the Senate asked for the infor-
mation he would be glad to give it.
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