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MUSIC dlee
DIR EN GREY PLAYS
AT RAMS HEAD LIVE

Dir En Grey, whose latest album is With-
ering to Death, performs at Rams Head
Live, 20 Market Place, tonight at 6:30.

Tickets to the all-ages show, which also
features Fair to Midland and Bleed the
Dream, are $32. Call 410-244-11310r go

toramsheadlivecom.

He falls for her;
his dream girl
— In more
ways than one

‘ 1

EOPLE DO CRAZY THINGS FOR LOVE,

and what Chuck Nibbana did to win the

heart of Kelsi Stembel might qualify: He

dressed up as a knight in shining armor,

jumped on a white stallion and prompt-
ly ended up in the emergency room.

We’ll get into all that in a minute, including
the stuff about Nibbana’s concussion and
whether you can get an injured knight in chain
mail into an ambulance.

Think of this as an early Valentine’s Day col-
umn.

But first, as they say in Hollywood, the back
story:

It’s Christmas. Eve 2005. Chuck Nibanna, 32,
of Owings Mills is lonely. He’s looking for love.
A worker in the telecommunications industry,
he’s tried dating services, Internet matchup
sites, you name it.

But the man is desperate, too. So that day, he
renews his subscription to eHarmony, the on-
line service that claims to match singles based
on “29 key dimensions of compatibility.”

He quickly receives his first new matches,
[Please see COWHERD, 6C]

" Chuck Nibbana, outfitted as a knight in
shining armor, sits astride a white horse.

[ELIZABETH SARDELIS]

‘Gem’: a turbulent

start to Wilson’s
tales of black life

BY J. WYNN ROUSUCK
[SUN THEATER CRITIC]

“It’s all an adventure. That’s all life is,” says
the 285-year-old character of Aunt Ester in Au-
gust Wilson’s Gem of the Ocean. Even more
than the other nine plays in Wilson’s magnifi-
cent decade-by-decade chronicle of the 20th-
century African-American experience, Gem of
the Ocean is a real adventure story — filled
with danger, unexpected incidents, romance
and, ultimately, hard-won wisdom.

That sense of adventure, particularly in the
second act, is grippingly realizéd in the area
premiere at Washington’s Arena Stage.

Although it was the next-to-last play the late
playwright wrote, Gem, set in 1904, is chrono-
logically the opening installment of the cycle.
It establishes themes that figure prominently
in the other plays: the importance of remem-
bering and honoring the past, and of carrying
on a legacy. And it introduces characters, or
forebears of characters, who appear in subse-
quent plays.

[Please see THEATER, 4C]

3>IF YOU GO Gem of the Ocean runs
through March 18 at Arena Stage, 1101 Sixth St.,
SW, Washington. $46-$66. 202-488-3300 or

arenastage.org
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In a sitting room at Government House, Catherine Curran O'Malley talks about the balancing act that is her life as a mother, a judge and the state’s
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newest first lady. Below, she corrals 4-year-old Jack O'Malley and shields him from the chill on Inauguration Day.

PHOTOS BY KIM HAIRSTON [SUN PHOTOGRAPHER]

Katie

O’Maliey’s
march

The mother of four and Baltimore District
Court judge now juggles a new responsibility
— first lady (but don’t call her that)

BY JENNIFER SKALKA
[SUN REPORTER]

Four-year-old Jack O’Malley was walking straight
toward the barrier of ferns that decorated the edge
of the raised podium where his father would deliv-
er his inaugural address.

But before he reached the stage’s perilous perim-
eter, Jack’s mother gently reeled him in. She tucked
the boy under her coat — with only his head pok-
ing out, he resembled a baby marsupial — and
then stifled a giggle.

No one was the wiser. The state of the youngest
member of Maryland’s first family was secure.

Catherine Curran O’Malley has grown accus-
tomed to just such moments. Lots of children. Lots
of attention. And with many Maryland residents
watching the first lady’s debut, big pressure, too.
Yet, she held it together — without a grimace or
groan, smiling throughout. An adept multi-tasker.

As Martin O’Malley settles into the governor’s job,
his wife is juggling her responsibilities as first lady,
a commuting Baltimore District Court judge and a
mother of four. She comes from a prominent politi-
cal family, the daughter of J. Joseph Curran Jr., the
former state attorney general and lieutenant gover-
nor who spent nearly a half-century in public life.
But because she is a judge she must abide by the
court’s prohibition against “partisan political activi-

ty,” which restricted her from campaigning for her
husband. As a result, even her voice remains a mys-
tery to many Marylanders.

Though the O’Malleys and their three dogs have
moved from their modest Baltimore home to the
governor’s mansion in Annapolis, she’ll also keep
her court assignment — which will continue to lim-
it her public work. But she says she’s looking for-
ward to the challenge of balancing all her duties
and that she’ll manage, as she always has, with the
help of loved ones and friends.

“Pve always had a lot of people saying ‘You know,
you’ve got a lot on your plate, why don’t you let me
take this off? » O’'Malley, 44, said during an inter-
[Please see O’'MALLEY, 2C]
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Oliver Hudson (left), Bianca Kajlich, David Spade, Patrick Warburton and Megyn Price star in the
male-oriented “Rules of Engagement.”
CLIFFLIPSON [CBS]
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[SUN TELEVISION CRITIC]

No sex, much misunderstanding. Endless trips to
Pottery Barn, constant second-guessing and soul-
wrenching regret as well.

That’s marriage today, according to the great
American TV sitcom. Fox has been offering its take
on the institution since September with Brad Gar-
rett in °Til Death. Tonight comes CBS with Rules of
Engagement, featuring three men and two women
variously running from, tiptoeing up to or locked
in a slow, sad, sexless dance on the killing floor of
matrimony.

Where’s the love, baby?

CBS is showing its love by debuting the male-ori-
ented series tonight hot on the heels of a Super
Bowl promotional push — and airing it at 9:30
p.m. in the timeslot immediately after Two and a
Half Men, the medium’s highest-rated sitcom (with
an audience of 15.9 million viewers last week). At
least the scheduling makes sense.

The audience that tunes in each week to see Char-
lie Sheen as an oversexed bachelor reluctantly
sharing his beach house with a needy brother and
[Please see RULES, 3C]

SUDOKU 5C // TELEVISION 6C



FROM THE COVER

The merry whirl of Katie Curran O’Malley’s life

BETYNERE [From Page 1C]

view last week in a sitting room of
Government House. “I learned
early on to say, ‘OK, thanks.’ Be-
cause it really was the only way to
get through it. I think that sort of
made it all work without me hav-
ing gone crazy.”

Described by colleagues and
neighbors as candid and sincere
— someone who has opted for a
family-style dinner at the gover-
nor’s mansion so her children
don’t get used to being served —
O’Malley appears comfortable
with the latest round of chaos.
But to spend just a few minutes
with O’Malley, who has long, au-
burn hair and laughs loud and of-
ten during a 90-minute interview,
is to discover that she’s at ease
talking about almost anything.

She said, for example, that it’s
hard to resist the mansion’s delec-
table food, which is prepared by
three chefs. “If I ate three meals a
day here, it would be ‘Super Size
Me,’ ” she said, referring to the
film about a man who grows fat
living off fast food.

She remembers thinking that
her husband was “a nerd” when
she met him. *

She’s quick to chat frankly about
a range of other topics, from being
pregnant at her wedding to the
friskiness of a family dog named
Scout that was fixed, but, O’Malley
noted, “still has the drive.”

O’Malley has an opinion as well
about being called first lady. She
doesn’t like it.

“I have a problem with that first
lady thing,” she said. “I keep say-
ing, just call me Katie. ... It’s a lit-
tle pretentious, walking around
calling yourself the job title that
you are.”

Lessons in modesty

O’Malley learned about humili-
ty from her father, a modest man
who recently stepped down after
two decades as Maryland attor-
ney general.

Having grown up in a big political
family in Baltimore, the third of
four Curran children, the first lady
isn’t taken with the trappings of of-
fice and didn’t consider bagging
her career to host dinners at Gov-
ernment House, Curran said.

“I think she’s bright and has a
lot of energy, and she can do
both,” said Curran, who sat next
to his daughter in Annapolis last
week during the governor’s first
major policy address.

Certainly, life in the Curran
household in Baltimore’s Home-
land neighborhood served as fit-
ting training. Joe Curran, a prod-
uct of Baltimore’s Irish-Catholic
machine who also served in the
state Senate and House of Dele-

Catherine Curran O’'Malley and her father, former attorney gen-
eral J. Joseph Curran Jr, applaud the State of the State address.
KIM HAIRSTON [SUN PHOTOGRAPHER]

CURRAN
O'MALLEY

Born: Aug. 18,1962

Occupation: Baltimore District
Court judge

Education: Notre Dame Prep,
1981; Towson University, 1985;

University of Baltimore School

of Law, 1991

Family: Married Aug. 25,
1990, to Gov. Martin O'Malley,
former mayor of Baltimore. They
have four children: Grace, 16;

Tara, 14; William, 9; and Jack, 4

gates, was always running for
something, and O’Malley cut her
teeth making the sale for her dad.
The Curran children pitched in,
knocking on doors, stuffing enve-
lopes, introducing him at rallies.

But O’Malley also learned the
value of family from her parents,
including her mother, Barbara, a
painter. Her father frequently
made them breakfast, greeting
his three daughters in the morn-
ing with the same song.

“The most beautiful girl on
Springlake Way, and she goes to
Notre Dame. She has a dog named
Lamont. She has a brother named
Max ...” Curran would croon as he
fried eggs for the girls, each of
whom would have qualified.

O’Malley was an attractive teen-
ager, popular with the girls and the
boys. A graduate of Notre Dame
Prep, she and her sisters wore the
same kinds of clothes, swapping

looks and copying each other. They
beat up on the youngest Curran,
Max, until he got old enough, and
big enough, to fight back.

O’Malley graduated from Tow-
son University and the University

- of Baltimore School of Law, her fa-

ther’s alma mater.

She met Martin O’Malley in 1986
at a Maryland Association of
Counties meeting in Ocean City,
where she was campaigning for
her father’s first bid for attorney
general and he was working for
Barbara A. Mikulski. Their paths
again crossed by chance in 1988
when he passed on a phone mes-
sage from Katie to a friend who
happened to work with him in
the Baltimore prosecutor’s office.

“He said, ‘Oh, I would drink her
bath water,’ ” the first lady re-
called that the friend told her.
““You've got to introduce me to
her’ Isn’t that the grossest? Isn’t
that disgusting?”

A few days later, she saw him
sing Irish tunes at McGinn’s in
Baltimore. She walked in and
found O’Malley alone onstage, the
flag of Ireland behind him. “I
went, ‘Oh my God, what a nerd,” ”
she said. “But he was cute. He had
those guns, those muscles.”

During a break, he asked her to
the Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony
Hall for a concert featuring Mary
Black, the Irish songstress. O’'Mal-
ley said it took her a few dates to'
fall for the funny guy with the
“turtle eyes.”

“As I had gotten older and had
some boyfriends in the past that
weren’t very nice, I got picky,” she
said. “But my one thing, whoever
1 was going to end up with had to
be funny. And not like stupid fun-

ny. Smart funny.”

They married on Aug. 25, 1990.
O’Malley said she was pregnant at
the time and that they were in
love, bound for the altar eventual-
ly. His opponent in the 43rd Dis-
trict Senate primary race, howev-
er, accused him of getting mar-
ried for political purposes, the
first lady recalled. O’Malley
would lose that contest a few
weeks later, by 44 votes.

When Max Curran, an attorney
and fellow UB alumnus, ponders
how his sister is transitioning to
first lady, he thinks back to 1991.

That February, O’Malley — still
in law school — gave birth to the
couple’s first child, Grace. During
the spring and summer, she stud-
ied — with her brother — for the
bar exam, which she passed in
July. And that fall, Martin O’Mal-
ley won a seat on the City Council.

A whirlwind by anyone’s stand-
ards.

“It really is quite a feat,” Max
Curran said. “She’s been doing it
along time.”

O’Malley doesn’t do it alone,
however. These days, she rises at
5:30 a.m. to get herself and the
three oldest children — Grace, 16;
Tara, 14; William, 9 — dressed. A
state trooper drives them at
about 6:45 a.m. to Baltimore,
where O’Malley is dropped at
work and the kids go to school.

At the end of the day, the chil-
dren are picked up by their grand-
parents, and they head back to
Springlake Way — much like their
mother once did — to do their
homework. O’Malley and her
driver swing by after work to get
them, and the whole crew heads
back to Annapolis for dinner with
the governor and Jack.

Administrative Judge Jeannie J.
Hong, who works with O’Malley
at the North Avenue District
Court, said they bonded, above
all, as working mothers. But Hong
said O’Malley — who is on a do-
mestic violence criminal rotation
for three months — also knows
the names of the bailiffs and the
cleaning crew and that when she
finishes her docket, she pulls
cases from other courtrooms to
help lighten her colleagues’ loads.

“She’s just so personable, she
has no airs,” Hong said. “It’s hard
not to be affected by her enthusi-
asm and cheerfulness.”

O’Malley is quick to mention all
the friends who have helped main-
tain her sanity, pitching in during
the flurry of the gubernatorial
campaign, which kept the candi-
date on the road and left her man-
aging work and the family, and lat-
er throughout the transition.

Life, O’'Malley said, is easier at
the mansion. She has an expan-
sive staff — a resident manager
and butler, among several others

— who help with the cleaning
and shopping. For a family that
has never had extensive help —
they gave up a once-a-week
cleaning woman when their
daughters’ private school tuition
went up — it’s a luxury.

O’Malley, dressed in a bright
green sweater, black skirt and tall
suede pumps and wearing little
makeup on a recent afternoon,
said she brings work home now,
something she couldn’t do when
she had to cook for the whole
clan, and do their laundry. She
even sneaks in time to read for
pleasure.

Keep roles separate

The challenge for O’'Malley is to
make the most of her public role,
given the restrictions imparted by
the court.

Mary Boyle, a spokeswoman for
Common Cause in Washington,
urged O’Malley and her husband
to be careful about any potential
conflict or overlap in their respon-
sibilities. Transparency is best,
she said.

“Do we think that she should
quit her job? No, certainly not,”
Boyle said. “But I think that in
cases where she is being asked to
rule on a decision that directly af-
fects his office or a law that his ad-
ministration made, then it would
probably be prudent for her to
consider recusing herself.”

Kenneth A. Gross, a Washington
attorney who is a member of the
Council on Governmental Ethics
Laws, agreed. But, he added, “It
seems like it was a potentially big-
ger problem when he was mayor.”

With a judge’s political activities
forbidden by court ethics laws,
O’Malley probably will craft a
public role different from her
predecessor, Kendel Ehrlich. A for-
mer prosecutor, Ehrlich was an
outspoken adviser to her hus-
band on policy matters. The cou-
ple has two small children.

O’Malley has said she will focus

some of her energies as first lady
on curbing truancy problems
across the state, She said that in
court she sees too many kids who
have been doing drugs or dealing,
hitting their girlfriends and more.
And she knows that most of them
never finished high school.

“I hate seeing kids not getting a
fair shake, not getting the oppor-
tunities that they need,” she said.
“Either because their parents
aren’t doing what they need to do
or because the system isn’t doing
whatever the system’s supposed
todo.”

Marjorie O. Rendell, Pennsylva-
nia’s first lady and a judge on the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 3rd
Circuit, cautioned that “you have
to think two steps ahead of how
someone may perceive some-
thing.” She is careful not to walk
in parades or make appearances
at county fairs during the years
that her husband, Gov. Edward G.
Rendell, is up for re-election. But
like O’Malley, she, too, never con-
sidered giving up her career to be
a full-time first lady. And, in her
state role, Rendell has launched
“PennCORD,” a civics education
effort that meshes nicely with the
work she does in court.

“Obviously, being a judge gives
you some lines that are drawn for
you,” Rendell said, adding that

‘managing both responsibilities is

possible.

“The advice to her is enjoy it,”
Rendell said. “It really is wonder-
ful.”

O’Malley agrees, that much is
clear. Even in those public mo-
ments — maybe especially in
those moments — when she’s
also being a mom. Like on the po-
dium that bitter cold day last
month, when her husband read-
ied himself for his inaugural ad-
dress, and Jack O’Malley finally
wound down. With an ivory coat
draped across his back, he fell

jennifer.skalka@baltsun.com

AmC

TOWSON COMMONS 8
York Rd. & Pennsyivania Ave.
410 8256233

AMC LOEWS

WHITE MARSH 16
White Marsh Bivd. & |- 85 N.
800 FANDANGO #738

BECAUSE
[ SAID SO

She’s just your normal,
overprotective, overbearing,
over-the-top mother.




