THEPRINCE GRORGEs COUNTY LYXCHIXG.
The lynching at Cpper Mariboro’ of o pris.
.oner in jall on u charge of barn-burning is a
most disereditable ibcident, and oune which
the thoughtful und |law-abiding vpeople of
Prince George's coiinty will, no doubt, de-
ploro and strongly| discountenance. The
vrime of which tho victim of mob violence
was nccuscd, and which he 18 said to have
confessed, was o heigous ond, though it was
Instigated by the fa¢t that his own father's
house hnd been burned by 'a band of un-
known men. Althongh thd partics whoso
property he destroyel are not shown to have
beeu concerned in dny way, in the destruc-
tion of the Vormilion housb, the prisotier
secimed to have regrded his act as one of
reprisal, It {8 clalijed, on the other hand,
that be had threatengd the lives of persoos
in the nelghborhood and was known to be a
dosperate man, who would, probably, if he
ever sccured an opportunity, have put his
threats into exccution. He way, however,
securely {roned in Hail, and there was no
reason to appreheud that he would escape the

“legn]  penalty of his  crime.  There s
consequently not even the excuse ordinarily
udvineed in behalf @f lynch law of o prob-
ubility that ndequute justice would fall to
be meted out by the courts*’ The lynching
of Vermilion, in whatever aspect it {3 viewed,
was un indefensiblo resort to brute force by
& mob in contempt gf nll Inw aund order, and
xhould be searchingly inquired into and pun.
1shed by tho proper jgathorfties,  Such Inw-
less nets bring diseredit not only upon the
compunity in which tbey decur, but upon
the people of tho entire Ntste, while at the
same time tending o weaken popular oon-
fidence in the orderly adiniriistration of jus-
tice, upon which slone the pudblo should
rely for the punishient of loffenders.  Ver-
milion is said to hinvp been |u notorious law.
breaker, but the men who {hung‘ him have
committed an uct more Hagraut than any of
which he was necused, {




