From the Fedoral Republican. -
¢t oplnion is'requetted upoty, the following’

' g Qints : N
L Whether Mr. Hanfon, ' h‘d sfriends,
tader the circumitaices_in which they -finnd
Memlelves i Raltimore on.the 27t of July
W, were "u‘m-ﬁabl.c A daweincrepelling by
fycr the atrtack made 'up-».xi'_'thcm'.,.aml n-kil-
bt the affailants uponthe ground of fell-de.
leper, . , " d L
H Whether the. prcfcn@vr againft Mr.
anfon for man-flagghier, and the indiets
et which will be fomnd o ity can d1("qua‘l_u~"
S lmon aw far a feat in Conprels. Lo
D the Gvﬂ_pmut we bold it be clear Jaw :
b That mr. Hanfon had a compilete legnl-
IS exercile in Baltimers the bufinefs of




publifhing a. news-paper, or to diftribute
~ihere,: whew publiflied ellewhere ; btmg I;a..
ble to indiétment if he- publithed any thing’
c«mtra‘y to law, .
1E “Fhat every mam, in the- prnfecutmn of
his lawful bulinets, has a rxbht to defend’ his
“houfeand perfon by force'tf neceﬂ'arv, agam[‘t
unlawful vielence ; and-to provide- hrnilelf-be:
fure h«md with- the means: of defence,’ o B
Ibould haye good rca{on to 'ipprch:nd iuch :
violence, .
ML That c'mﬁ:qucntly, ‘a3 ’\Tr. H-mlpn
" bad good, realon; from what had happened to
his officey to apprrhcnd (uch violence, he was
julbifiable in law in furm(lung mmirif with-
‘the mieans of rcpclhng tlus vi Qﬂm“!d it
be attcmptcd
1V. That 1he attack on Mr. ﬁanfon 'y
‘houle having -been made with. ftones and o-
“ther dangerm‘ weapons, and with thc avows
ed purpolc of breaking - and entering ity for
an gnlawful obje@ ;-and the loufe- having
heen allually bruLcn, :and in part- €éntered be-
fore any reliltance was ‘thade, or any ‘provoca-
“tion’given from within, lie.and-thofe with him
had a legal vight to kill the- aﬁ'mhnts i telf
defence ; that being the' fole rcmammg mean -
-ofproteéhng théir own.perfons from viglence,
and indeed of. favung thetr own, lives, QX
" The fecord pemt is too clear to’ admit of
the leaft doubt, The conflitution is. exphcn.
1 prclcnbe?'(the qualifications. for a fear in.
congrely, and: cunlcqucmly the difqualificatis
“ons. To thafe found in the conftitation none
can be added ; and ta be under. prcﬁ-mmcnt
or indi@kment foi-aty crimg whatever, is not
‘oue of the d:fqua! fications to be tnund m “the’
con[htuuun - Even, connﬂmn foroan*infa.
mous crimé would not be a difqualification-;
thoough if the ¢rime were. commzrted and- per-
haps if . the cohvidion “took p]acr,_'lh:r the
clemon, it wouid be a- good ground cf cxpui..
fion. :
_ Butan xx)dlﬁment s only an & f om,
the trath or dallchood of -which is iﬁa
blithed at the trial.: To admit a Tnere acci-
fation, which may on trial appear to be falfe,
a8 (hlquahﬁn ation ftor a citizen to be eledt-
#das 3 memberof congrefs, would be equally
caftsary to.every prifciple of Julhcr, aw and
common lenfe. Tt would he allo of a moift
‘dangerous teidency. Vcr) flighe teftimony
will often indure-a grand-jury, - Zand preperly-
ton, to put a man on'hus triddy by finding 2
_hill againlt him.  No dricnce can be wiade
belore them, The party acculed £anuot Hp-
near ov ptqducc his -witne(Tes. ,nn{'::.qucmh,
the prand jury, tor the moft part, can hear
but one fide, Even where’ ey fend far wit..
oefles o m{plam the matrér more !nil) it will
aften remain doubtful s and if the l.\ﬁ\a‘ br
the aw appear.c douhtfiil to them, xhr) ®ea
Mirht, and pcrh'ips itis-therr.duty, to find a
hill 3 te the end that a mue cnmplctcm\'rﬂt-
“ation. of both. may take place, in the ‘trial’
before the court and pclt> fury.
- Itis ealy \hcrti\'r. to perceive, . how: rea.
dily a cmd:dan— might be exchuded by a prof.
'Ivrm- cwmpentm, |t an mm&mrnt were- 1“
'(h qu'\hﬁcuwn. UA Gngle: Talfewitnefs, a-
bricatieg Q; glnuhb]c nk, might - mducn a’
ernd )\ny ety lmmﬂlv ta-in R 2 .md
flug bill wauld defqu. ity thr candidate, Noth-.-
fnge of thic fort bas | “faken plarr, or -cin "be
‘.u‘mﬂcd v dhe pfc(‘cnt cafe, but a prmt‘sp\c
fo'1i mh' to: abule A whtinng to be 'uhmtted
Te e howewst,) fufﬁcn'nt to ﬂme, “»thh
we do with confitencey that, thc cnnﬂnmmn
and the laws:prect fude every. idea of fuchi.adil-
qm’nﬁc»_m‘_ngn..
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