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Lo s THURSDAY, April gy 17880 b o0
M. Gaxew, Thefe Advantages are evident to me, acd it will | a Law, wheicby fo mach Tébico is faved, 26d

HAPPENE D:the other Day to go toa.
Public Hoafe, where were two. Geatlemen
who bave been- feveral Yeasrs Faflors, and
bought a great deal of  Tobacco. for their
Employers (wbo rcfide in Great Britain),
and fome Planfers, talking aboat the Infpeftion
Law. -’ farte Bl g -

As I'was koown to the Company, I fat down
with them, and foon became. furprized; when I
heard thofs Gentlemen exprefling their Diflike of
that Law, and . withing- it was expired ; and I was
the more. {0, becaufe’ I had myfelf, before then,
often heard them declare it'to be, in their Opinion,
a very advantageous one for the Country,’

1 fpoke what I could in it's Favour, and
they would- give fome Reafons for the Change
of their Senliments, and was candidly anfwered,
¢t That the late Prices they, and otbers, had given
« for Tobacco, was owing to the Law, and if that

“ ta do, before the making of it.”:- . .

I was ftruck with ‘this Aofwer; and as I have
bad no better an_Education than what this Country
afforded, s great many Years ago, I left off dif-
courfing on a Suhje&t.I did not think myfelf able
to defend apainft thofe Gentlemen. '

But, Mr. Grees, altho’ I can’t talk, I can thick;
and .therefore, on my going home, and refleing
on what paffed, ‘I@eteimined to put my Thoughts
in Writing, and by your Means lay them before
my Couatsymen, . the. People of Marylazd ; the
Sutje&t beipgr as I think, the moft interefting they
can have their. Confideration, -,

And fiflS8¥ canfidered, and found, That all the
Expences and Hardfhips attending the Execution of
a new Law, were borne and overcome; and the

reat Difficulties, which we imagined would attend
it, removed; snd that mow cvery Planter knew

how to order his: Tobacco, fo that it would cer- | A

tainly pafs Infpe&ion. I looked over my Sherifi’s
Accounts,. mm them with what I ufed for-
merly to pay,.and .found my prefent Difbarfement
far l{dn of what I was wont to pay for the Coun-

ty.Lqvy.;. and as this is true in my Cafe, it muft

be fo in-\hieaf every Malter of a Family-in Mary-
lazd, I obfrved, in particular, that-I faved Two -
handred: Ponnds of Tobacco each Year in my Pay-

ment to the-Minifter of the Parith; for I have
yearly paid :for ;twenty eTuxables; and that for
what Lawyers Fees I have been charged with, io-
flead of paying Qné¢ bundred Pounds of Tobacco,
I bave paid but Sevensg two; and. that in'the fame
Proportion: I have difcharged the Clesk, - Sheriffs,
and feveral-other Officers, the. Fegs. which' they
had a Right to demand of m¢. -~ - =
Thefe I think confiderable: Savingy,. and worthy
10 be looked on as futh,. by every Man among us.
. 1 then con d the Advantage of hlvmé Tobac:
co Notes iz my.Pockey; as. giving me Credit for
the Quantity mention¢d in them wherever I weant,
and thac I was thérehy st large ta difpofe of them
- when; to whom,: and - where :I:Elle';fcd;' whereas,
befare this A@; my-Credit conld not be expedied
" foga Nzoad wy owa-Neighbourhood, of, at far-
efft, where E might be known. . And, on Jooking
into the AR, .1 found (which greatly pleafed me)
:n the Legiffatare M‘qkén‘n:p;; ; Care ‘gf
¢ poareft: Peeple among us, by allowing ‘the
€Com ral no:Fees onfmall Eftates; and
Pouudds awere deemed:fomall Eftatés, 'yet, at prefent,
by M;nfpeﬂtéuhm .every ‘onq  under Thirty-
looked oh as fach 3. andithst'the Deputy .
Commiffary, ‘inBead of being: ‘réftrained from paf-
fiag Accounts,: as- they then \were;: without a fpe-
. cial Commiffion iF the Efiate exceeded Rifty Pounds,
they may.now pafs tbem without futh Cosimifiido,
if themz}nbl M.an:h!ﬁn‘m'ﬁfff- ST
g T{d’t farely ure; great’ Benefits dezived to thofe
Perfos; whom zveryCountry b

f1:4

Pouids,

be obferved quite diftin& from any Relation to the
Motive which inRuenced the Merthants ; but when
I came to confider the Reafons they gave, then it
was the Utility,- and even Neceffity, of that Law,
sppeared in a yer&xon%,cr Light ; - for, altho® it
fhould be true, ‘that the Prices for which Tobacco
has lately fold be not wholly owing to the Infpec-
tion Law, yet if that has been one éaufe of it (and
that it lms been the principal one is, 1 think, evi:’
dent to all, bat :rfgednﬂy (o thofe who live near
to, or are converiant in Virgizia; becaufe in the
{everal Years our Law bas been in Force, the Price
for their Tobacco has not, but for ours has advan-

*ced ; a Demonfiration that the Peace did not pro-

cure it 3 for if it had; it ‘maft bave rifen as well
there- as here), ought it not, when added to the
other alrezdy mientioned; to make it eligible to us:
And if the Merchants, when it is expired, buy it
cheaper (and that they will, I fear we fhall moft
fadly feel) than they can if it continues, Pray who
mult the Lofs-fall upon? Maft it not be on us
Planigers? And do we vot koow, is it cot plain,
thae the. Srcaxe& Lofs of all muft be borne by the
Pooreft, altho® -every one muft inevitably fuffer in
fome Proportion § 3 .

. For my own Part, I have fixteen Negro Tazxa-
bles, and a Tra& of good Land on Petowwmack Ri-
ver, and, hippen what will, can lire; bat, Mr.
G'rees, what will, what muft become of the hoaeft
induftrious Planter, who has but afmall Portion of
Propesty ; and ‘the no lefs honeft;’ bat more poor
and laborious one, who rests Land, ‘and may have
only himfelf, a Wife, and fmall Children, to work?
What, I fay, muft become of thole, Who, to be
fure, make a great Part of our Peoplei Why, I
will bope, that to prevent fo dire a'Calamily to
them and us, their aod out worthy Réprefentatives,
at the very next Meetiog, will do their utmoft, in
their Legiflative Capacity, to extend the Time of
s Continuance; for, n the Repitition, I
muft fay again, that if the Merchants can bay To-
bacco cheaper withont, thaa 'with, the Law, they,
and we, and all, muft work for as muth lefs as we
lofe by the Fall of Tobacco; . and with this cruel
Addition, that we moft pay- much more for the
feveral Services before mentioned, than'at prefent
can be taken from us ; for, every Body muft know,
that Tobacco was fold cheaper before the Quality .
and-Convenience were regulated, than it has been
fince the, Law which does regu'ate them has ¢
raled ; Moft rot the fame Caufe ever prodace the
fame Effe@? Will it not be fo,again ? It is evident
the Tobacco Buyers with and defire it: Pray let
me afk, is that for their own, or our Sakes? I fear
not for ours; therefore, let us do all in our Power

|| to keep it up. Before the making the Law, it is

certain, and well knowp, that fome Merchants o-

bligéd the Planters to. carry the Tobatco they a-
reed with-them for, to ‘Places’ where they

%V ichts and Scales, and wouold not receive it *ul

it l:% been examined by & Receiver, and weighed

in the Scales ; this Fa& cannot be denied; and

y r, did not each Tobacco Buyer, who

con 0
gi?’fo', make for himfelf an Infpelion Law 7 and
did .any good Eonfequence. to the Planter follow
fromit? | 7 ‘

Did thofe who' tock ‘all this Trouble get any
more for their Tobacco f I don’t know one who.
did ; if there were any, let them fpeak: This
Manoer of payirg did not indeed relate to the Cler-
' Officers,- Eawyers, Publi¢, orCounty Levics ;

then the ‘paying thofe Genllemen fo much as
‘we then did; ciufed that thofe, who thus carried)
their Tobacco, bad lefs to fell cmmmm-

-}¢..Have the People more Trouble dow,

‘carry theit. Tobacco ‘as thofe did ¥ No ; Bat'fince
'they have: been compelled to carry it, ‘they have
'the’ many Profits: I have slready mentioned s al
‘which,!.wheh that Com;nﬂﬁo!’l ceafes, we w qr-
M! be without, - - ) RIS o\ 5
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‘maft be greatly hurtfal to this Providce. " - -
*. Byery Hogfhead ‘which gaes from

‘Way will alfo thereby be
fo come from theate, a3’ will

the reft fold for a highet Price ¥ - .7 )

“You, my Friends, who live on'or aear Potouy-
‘mack, know well how ofeful fuch TLaw has a lang -
Time been to the Colony of Firgizia s it is vifible .
to youall, how much they have increafed in Wealtk
fioce they enalled oné; and, altho’ at firft inany,
very many of the Inhabitantd' there. weré uitesly
averfe to it, yet baw have tbe Profits arifing by it
recongiled . thein to it? -Yed; it has fo much, that
yoa can fcarce fiad a Man among thém, who will .
not freely own_that_he looks on it's Continuants -
as needﬁ{r, not only for. his:awn, bat his Coun<
try’s. Well-Being § - and this, notwithfandiog ont
Law, for tite laft four Years,.has elearly given'd
better Market than they have had; and fhall we
ourfelves play the'Game into their Hands, and ufo
thofe very Means to make them Rich, whereby .
only we can become Poor? I will cot fuppofc wé
can a& thus prepofteroutly. " iRl

If our Law ced'es, muft it not be certain that
they will have the firt-Marker? For it mult be al-
lowed grndcm fot every Purchafer to go to a Place
where he is fure to get & good Commodity.

Can there be falfe Packing, falle Tare, and De<

lay (by Tobacco not being rolled to certain Hoie - e

fes), to their Flats; in l2ding there ?
May there not, will there not, be
And are not thofe material and great Difconrage-
menfs to Trade? And, if we permit a'Poffibility
of fuch here; cdn we, ought we, to expett aa ¢~
qual Share of the Trade? ft is impoflinle we thould
have it; and if we have not, are we not in worfe
Circumftances than they'? Anc when it is confider-
ed, .that we are made fo by qur own A&; tbe Re-~
3c&ion mufk furely rather aggravate the Misfortune
than confole us under it. - g
It, is the Influence which forie may have ovet
the en , the weak, unwary, but honeft, Plan-
ters, which I fear: For,. fhoald.they becdme in-
different, or not earneft, for it’s Continoance, ouf
Reprefentatives may apprehend that Indifference to
proceed from D.flike, and therefore be lefs follici-
tous for it's Continuance; but I will oppofe to that
Fear, this Hope, thag there'can’t be many. of thofe -

we' have delegated to ferve us in Affembly, who, .
jence which has been had of the
"Benefit of this Law, ard knowing it's Encmies

affer the Ex
need be

excited to efpoufe a Bilt grving it a longer
Duration, = - ol L -

I with 1 had Words capable of exprefling the .
woeful Diftrefs we muft all be ander, by a Condo&
fo injurious to the Country’s Intereft, as that will

.be, which fuffers the Infpeion Law to determing

at it's prefent Period.

'Y ‘write not for my own Sake; my .C';rchx;aﬁm- i

ces are as I have'told, and I have, by my Situati.

on, this great Advantage over many, that if that . -
w does determine, I can at any Time'carry my - |
fare it will.

Tobacco to. Virginia; where. i fhall be
pals Infpedion, and thereby fise:the

Price thera -

.

given. = =L e i ) SR e
I don't fay I fhall, 1 heartily wifh I may notba - | . :

forced to do fo'; but, fincé it will then be in my
‘Power, give' me’ Leave to mention it'as a certain
Truth, ﬁ:ar Tobacco being carried heoce thither,

.enlarge - their, and leflcn our, Quantity of good -

"Tobacco (for none other will be carried over) s and ©

'what Effe® that muft-bave on our Market, every

‘e may cafily fec; bat altho' this, Pradice will b - -

‘attended with fuch & Confequesce, F cannot fay -

(that I am fure ¥ fhall be able to refit the Temptd~ .- . - -
tiow, if, by doingfo, I 'can ceratnly get fiveand

:wm{‘,«-Cal e, - e
. “This; will be confefled to be fach & Temptation,; -

‘as Fincline ta belicve fome of thofe who may read -

all | this, na more than myfelf; miight have Self-denial’ .

‘cnodgh to” overcome; bat ‘1 moft fincerely ME:

the Occafiont will not be giveén, for if it (hould, the~,
be-opetied for fuch Pobacea” .

bot “pafs l‘,htll‘_‘lﬂi ]
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all thefe hered
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