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"THURSDAY, Fune 6, 1175‘4-'?'.

BOSTON, Al 3.

On the Sccond Inftant, his Excellency was pleafed
1o make the following SP E E C H to the Great
and General Coart or Affembly, then fitting
bere, vis. .

Gentlemen of the Countil, and Houfs of Repre-

[mtativer,

HE Occafion of my fpeaking to you

now, is 1o acquaint you, that I have

received a Letter from the Right Ho-

nourable the Lords Commifioners for

Trade and the Plantations, fignifying

to me, that his Majefty had been %{ufed to order
a Som of Money to be iffued for Prefents for the
Siw Nations of Indians, and to dire@ the Governor
of New York to bold an Interview with them for
delivericg thofe Prefenrs at fuch Place and Time as
ke fhall appoint; ard I am direfted to lay this
Matter before you, and to recommend to you to
make a proper Provifion for appoictirg Commif-
fioners from this Governirent 10 mest Commf
fioners of Firginia, Maryland, Pennjylvania, New-
Jerfoys, and New Hamp/Eire (10 the refpeQtive Go-
vernors of which Colonies their Lordfhips have
wrote to the fame Effeq) a3 alfo for making fuch
Prefents as hath teen ufual upon the ke Occafions.
[ have likewife to acquaint you, that 1 find by a

Paragraph of their Lorathips Letter upoa this Oc.

cifion to the Governor of New Yer#, which his
Honour Lieuterant Governor De Lancey, Com
mander in Chief of that Province, hath communi
cated to me, that he is therein dire@ed to take
Care that all the Provirces be (if praticable) com
tized in one General Treaty, to be made in his
Majelty's Name. :

Ard that Mr. De Lareey hath given me Notice,
that he hath appointed the faid Interview to be
held at the City of Aibany, on the Fourteenth of
_7w:: next. y .

I 2m perfurded, Gentleren, I need not ufe Ar
guments to convince you, thatitisof very great
Confequence to the Intereits of his Majefty’s Colo-
nies upon this Continent at all Times, that as ma-
oy of the Tribes of Indians inbabiting it, as may
be (thofe of the Six Natiens more efpecially) fhould
be kept in Friendfhip with the Szg/ib, and a De-
pendence upon-the Erown of Great Britain; and
that as free a Commerce and Intercoutfe thould be
mintain’d with them, as is poffible: But I think

my Duty at this Time, to cnter into 8 particular

etail of thefo Matters. .

At the Treaty of Uzrecht, which is confirm’d
“ by that of _dix la-Chapelle, thele were looked
“ upon to be Points of that Importance to the
 Briti/b Interet in North- America, that Care was
“ taken in that Treaty, to have the [ndians of the
“ Six Nations acknowleged by France, to be
* {uhje@ to the Dominion-of Great Britain ; and
“ it iy therein expreéfly ftipulated, that the Fremch
¢ fhall give-no Hindrance or Moleftation cither to
“.them, or. the. ather Natives. of America;” who
“ were Frierds to the Engli/s : It is alfo fipulated,
“ that the Subje&@s of both Crowns fhould enjoy
" full Liberty of gding ot coming [upon this Coa-
® tinent) on acccunt of Trade; and that the Na.
# tives. of the Countries (upon it} fhould with the
“ fame Liberty refort, as'they pleafe, 10 the Bri-
“ 1i/5 and French Coloties,-Yor: promoting Trade

“ on the one-Side and the other, without any Mo-’

® Jeftatian or Hindrance wither on the Part of the
 Britib’Subje@s or of the Freneh."’ i

With regatd to tbe Jndiaxs of the Sis-Natiens in
particular, { would obferve to you, that according
to an Account given by them in an open Cauncil at
Tarpebaukie, at their Retpro from the Indias Trea-
ty at Philadiipbia, in 1743, .of the_ feveral Indian

‘atiens which’ kave becn conques’d by them, and

are aow.in their. Allisnce, and.trade with the' Exg-'
lif, and which feems to be depended upon, the

Warriors belonging to thofe Tribes, may be com-

-

"¢ Commencement of the lace War,

0. tranfported from Fort to” Fort 102y

pated to amount to 16 or 17cco at leaft: And
One, who muft be a good Judge of the Strength
of the Five Nations themielves, upon being inter
rogated by me concerning the Number of their
fighting Men, made Anfwer, ¢ that he did not
“ " know thcir Number, but well krew, that they
“ are a numerous People, a terrible Body of Men,
*¢ and able to burn all the Indians in Canada.”
You muft be fenfible, Gentlernen, what frequent
Attempts the French have made from Time to
‘lime to draw off the Six Nations frcm the Englifs
Intereft into their own; and from the repeated Ad-

-vices we have received from his Majelty’s Sou.

thern Colonies on this Continent, what Efforts
they have lately exerted to win over their Aliies,
togethet with the other rumerous Tribes inhsbiting
the vaf Courtries lying along the great Lazes and
Rivers, and to the Weftward of th: Ap.lackean
Mountains (all which may be reckon’d to exceed
double the Number of the Jndians of the Six Na-
tizns, and thofe in their Alliance) as a'fo what
Meafures the Fremch are taking to exclude the
Englifp from all Trace and Commerce with tnofe
Indians.

To compafs this, they have in manifel V:ola-
tion of the atorefaid T:euties, cnter’d the Country
of thefe Jndians upon the Back of his Majefty’s
Southern Colonies, and within the Limits of his
Territories, with large Bodie: of Trcops, feiz'd
the Effc&ts, and captivated the Petfons of the Eng-
lih, whom they found triding there; abfstutely
denied their Right to Trafic with t.ofe Nations,
and ereted a Line of Foits uron the Lakes and
Rivers from Carmada to Mififigti, to cut off all
Ccmmerce and Intercourfe between them : They
have committed Hoftilities agairft fome of the
Tribes in Friendfhip with the Engii/b. engag'd o-
thers to take up the Hatchet agairR them, and
threatened thofe with Deftruétion, who fhall irter
fere with their avow'd Defign to drive the Exgli
out of tcat Country.

Should the Irdians of the Six Naticns, at this
critical Conjun@ure, defert our Alliance, and go
over to the Freach, how faal an Irfluence muft
fuch an Event have upon che Britip loterelt? On
the other Hard, fhould proper Mealures be taken
to attach them firmly-to it, how greatly would it
difdppoint actd check the prefent Scheme and En-
terprizes of our dangerous Neighbours?

: fx ‘js well known how wavering the Difpofition

. of thefe Indians hath of Jate been ; and how vifibly

they huve abated their former Ermity to the
French; and we can't be at a Lofs to difcover the
real-Caufes of it. .

Nothing could at this Time fo cffe@ually re.
claim them to their old Alliance with us, as the
Meafures dire@ed to by their Lordfhips of the
Board of Trade; One gencral League cof Friend/bip
nn;ri:x‘ng all kis Majefly’s Colories, 12 be made
avith tkem in bis Majefly’s Name; wih Stipulations
t0 buaild fuch Forts'in their Country, as they fhall
choofe, and may be judg'd neceffary for their Shel

.ter and Prote@ion againft the French.

Such a Coalition of the Colonies for their De.
fence wou!d be a convincing Proof to them, that

“they migbt fafely ‘depend upon his Majelly for

Prote&ion, and confirm them in their ancient Alli-
ance with the Englis; and how neceflary fuch a

-Confederacy of the Colonies for their Safeguard is,

may appear to you froni ‘the following Account,
given by an Inlian Trader, who, for more than
"Fwenty Years had carried on a Trade among the
difterent Nations of ledians fome ‘baindred Miles
Welt of Philadelptia, the Truth of which I bave
great Reafon to depend ppon, wiz. ** That at the
he, with fun-

¢ dry other Traders, of the Bnglifh, was takea Pri-
«¢ foner by fome Frenchmen, bclongini(& a Fort
0 npoxi' the River Obis, and: from  theoce was
ebeck, by

«’Means. of wbich. Forts- and the, Lakes; the

¢ French, he fays, bave a Communication open -

o from Quebeck to Milfifipis that they have Forts

there within 20 or 30 Miles Diftance of eick
¢ other, with a Command of from 10 to 20 Men
« jn-each; in which he fays, they put the Sguas
«and Pupogfes of the Indians in Alliance with
¢ them, for rrotw&ion, whuit the Men go out to
¢ War, and there keep *em unjil the Men retarn g
¢« ard he obferves, that by Means of thefe Forts,
“ they bid fair in a liule Time to reduce the Jnd
“ gians 10 Allianee with the Exglifb, as the Englifs
“ do not afford tne fame Protettion to their &'o-,‘
s, men and Chilcren, whilft the Men are gone to

¢ War, asthe French do."

I wculd therefore earneftly recommend to you,
Gentlemen cf the Houfe of Reprefintatives, to make
fuitable Provifion for fending Commiffiorers on the
Part of this Governmant, to join in the approachd
ing Interview at Albiny, duly awthorized to con.
cert fuch Meafures, in Conjunelion with the Go.
vernment of Neaw York, and Comm‘flioners of the
before mentioned Governments, as fhall be judg™d
iroper to be enter'd into for cementing a firm-

eague of Friencfhip with the Jndians o} the Six
Naticns, and retairiny *hem in tbe Britif Intereft ;
and to give thofe Comm:ffioner: full Power to a-
gree with the other Governmen's upon the Quots
of Money ard Men to be furnih’d by the Pro-
vince for this Service.

| have tak.n the Liberty to prepofe the {ame
Thing to be cone by the other Governments con-,

“cerneq in this Iotzeview, in my Letters to his Ma-

j=Ry's Governcrs, and have Reafon to hope they,
will prom-te o falutary a Meafure.

S ch an Union of Councils, befides the happy
Effcét it will probably have upon the Indians of
the Six Nations, n ay 'ay a Fourdaiioo for a ge-
neral Ore among all his Mujcfy’s Colonies, for
the mutual Suppo:t and Deter.ce againtt the pre-
fent cangerous ¢ nterprizes of the French on every
side of them . )

I have already let you know, Gentleren, his
Majefty’s Oruers to me and his other Governors
upon this Point, fignified to us in the Earl of Hol-
derneffe’s Leuter of the 18th of loft Auguft; and

‘| how necefary it is that fuch an Urion fhould be

immedistely form’d in the Common Cauis, Whos,
ever takes a Survey of the whole Extent of the In-
vifions ard Incroachments which the Freach are
furrounding his Majelty’s Territories upon this -
Continent with, from their moft Eatern to their
moft Weftern Limi's, muft foon be convinced/
C|dle on the back of the Settlements of his Ma-
jefty’s Southern Colonies they are joining Canada
to the Mififippi by a Line of Forts and Set-
tlements along the great Lakes and Rivers, and cat.
ting off all Commerce and Intercourfe between the
Englifp and the numerous powesful Tribes of - -
dians inhabiting that Ccantry, who they are at-
tempting to engage in their Interelt by all Manner \
of Hofilities-and Artifices: Acd at the fame Time
they are puthing on their Incroschments with e-
qual Vigour quite round his Majefty’s Eaftern Co-
Jonies, where they have fecored all the Indians in
thofe Parts to join them againt.the Exglih.  °
Shauld the French prevail in the former Part -of

"Mountains, which they muft in the ordinary
Courfe ot human Events do-in a fhort Time," if
they are not timely, prevented by an Ua'on of his
Maj:ty’s Colonies; they will have iu a few-Years
a moft formidable, Army of thofe Iidians -at - theie-
Command, ma:ntained without any .Expence . to
themielves 3 but, op the other, Hand, with .great
Profi{ arifing from an immenfe Fur Trade ¢arried

on with them : And what fatal Confequences fuch - i

an Army «f Warriors (a few of which have beea
found fufficient to keep a large Frontier in conti-
pual Alarm) muft have upon all bis Maj-fty’s Sous

thern Colonies, by contioually barjaffing .them, at .

the Dire&ion of the Freseh, and :fupporeed . by
them from:Camada on one.Side, and Mifffitsi. oh
the other, and cover'd in their Rejreat benind  the

Mountains by a Rrong Line of Foxti"comi:iihﬂl:g
: s izl ghe

their Schems, and gaip a general Irfluence &nd -
Dominion over the fadians behind the dpalacheas

S s



