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e e c00m {3 tecove e v GREEABLE to the Promife
4 «?3\{ 251 Imade in my laft Leter, I
é,.'..‘zy':.&m-g:--— fhall now proceed to confider
ol £} the Religicus Grievances of the
4};';,\ cms AMERICANS; which, tho’
el &1 not carried, as yet, to fo

waoa il son i reat a Height as thofe of a
?E,?Q; Sl Z :gi«.-il Natur:,garc., neverthelefs,
.g....-;;&-u-«:s:-—«:{:-m as real, and, if allowed to
continue, and to operate their full Effet, may per-
baps become, in Time, {till more intolerable. Wl}at
[mezn, is, the Defign that has been formed to in-
coluce into AMERICA, the Epijcopal Perfuafion, as
the eitablified Religion. i

This Defign, which is now no Secr.et, has jultly
wcited the Apprehenfion and Indignation of almott
every Avzrican. They fay, and they fay it truly,
that it was in order to fret themfelves from the Ty-
v and Defpotifm of the Lsificpal Hicrarchy, that
Anceficrs abandoned the.: native Country, and

telr

ek Refuge in the barren Wilds of the Weitern
Continent. And, is it to be fuppofed, that they

patiently bend their Necks to a Yoke, which
sither they nor their Forefathers have been able to
} Is it to be fuppofed, that, after havi'ng en-
je:ed, for fo long a Time, the Bleffings of Religtous,
124 confequently of Civil Liberty, they will tamely
frego them -without a fingle Struggle ? Thofe who
thirk fo, know not human Nzture for every one
tat knows it, muit be fully fatisfied, that there is
rething of which Mankind are fo very xgllacio:ss as
of their religicus Principles and that almolt every At-
terapt to change thefe Principles, in Oppofition to
tte Humour of the People, has terminated in the

3ruftion of the Perfon who made it. Witnefs the
izjudicious and ill-timed Attempt of King Crarrrs
the Finit to introduce ino Scotland the Epijigpal Form
¢fGovernment. For it may be fafcly amrmed, that,
retwithitanding the many rude Encroachments which
that Prince had made upon the Civil Rights of his
Englith and his Scottifh Subjects, neither of thefe
Feop'e would, at leaft for fome Time, have rifen in
Amms, had it not been for the violent Step, which
ks Majesty took to change the religions Principles of
the latter. This was the true Source of the Civil
Wars; and, in the like Circumfances, will ever
be the Soarce of Civil Wars. Nor, indeed, isitat
all furprifing that it fhould ; for can it be expelted,
that a People fhould change their Religion, their
Marners, and their Cuilems, in an Inttant, and with
the fame Rapidity with which a Prince, or his Mi-
titry, may publith the Ordinance that eftablifhes 2
tew Religion ?

The Treth is, moft Minifters confider the People,
ts Clay in the Hands of the Potter, which they think
ey may mould into any Shape they pleafe; but [

i afizid, that, inftead of Clay, they will find them
cempufed of Steel, that will break before it will
tend, and will perhaps cut the Hand that thall at-
tenpt to bend it.
* But adminting the Poffibility of eftablithing Epi/
“iegin Auerica, fuch a Scheme, could it actually
‘e exeqated, ought to be ftrenuoufly oppofed by
erery Friend to his Ccuntry ; as, were it once altu-
tly executed, it would certzinly be attended with
be moft pernicious Confequences. It was, I think,
. S‘ng of King Jaues the Firt, No Bisuor,
“}“NG; and, might I take the Freedom of op-
Poing a Maxim of mine to that Reyal Chepper of Sen-
texics, I'wouid fay, and, I believe, with equal Truth,
No Dissexrer, no LiBerTy., The DisSENTERS
are, and ever have been, the very Life ‘and Soul of
the republican Part of our Government. They have
ofien faved it, when upon the Brink of Deftruétion ;
td it is to be hoped, they will ftill fave it, if ever
g:}:ould be again brought to the Brink of Deftruc-
! .‘T}‘C Puritans, fays a celcbrated Hiftorian *,
%40 cannot be fuppofed partial to_that republican
‘g"&*-thc' PuriTans preferved ‘alive the fmall
ip"k’ of the Love of Liberty that were to be found
‘zd‘he,l\atxon, during the Reign of ELisaBETH,
‘: of the Two firit Princes of the StuarT Line.
424, whatever Ridicule may be thrown upon the
;ntam, by.fome Court Sycophants, I muft confefs,
t.c}f” own Part, I would rather be a Paritan, at-
s *d to Law and Liberty, than a Churchman,
Uched to Slavery and Qetpotifm : I would rather

—

o afrud, that our prefent Mirifters will find the
—aNERteAS ed-of very different Mazter. Ji

h

be a Puritan, who can fit quietly under his own Vine,
and his own Fig-Tree, and none to make him a-
fra.id, than a Churchman, who is either employed
in ravithing the Vineyards of others; or, who, like
Naboth, is in Danger of having his own Vineyard
ravithed from him. i

Accuftomed to think freely in religious Matters,
the Protefant Diffenters have ever exercifed the fame
Freedom in their political Speculations, — They,
plainly perceived the abfurd Nature and perniciouy’
Tendency of the Do&rine of Divine indefeafible bere-
ditary Right, and of Paffive Obedience, and Nenere-

Jfijfance; and they accordingly rejeted it, with the
utmoft Indignation. They boldly maintained, that
all Government was inftituted for the good of the
People ; that the Salus Pepuli was the Suprema Lex ;
that the Sovereign was only the firit Servant to the
Public ; that the Prince, as well as the Subj;&, was
bound to obey the Laws; that the Moment the
Prince violated the Laws, the Subjedt was, at lzaft
in that Inftance, freed from the Obedience; and,
that if ever the Prince proceeded to fuch a Length,
as to violate the Laws effential to the Conftituton,
the Subject was entirely freed from his Allegiance.

Thefe are the Principles which the Diffenters have
ever embraced, and which they ftill emprace. Thefe
are the Principles, upon which the Civil War was
begun, and the Revofution effeted. Thefe are the
Principles upon which the prefent Family was efta-
blithed on the Throne, upon which it itill poffefes
it, and upon which alene it can continue to poffefs it.
And, if ever any Minitter fhould be fo daringly
wicked, as to advife any Prince of that Family, to
violate the Principles, he ought to be punifhed as a
Traitor to his King and to his Country.

But, perhaps, it will be faid, that thefe Principles
have been always embraced, and with as much Sin-
cerity, by the Epifcopalians, as by the Diffenters.
If any ene fhould fay fo, the whole Englith Hiftory
would give him the Lie. Were they embraced by
them in the Reign of King James the Firft, who,
when, in the Confersnce of Divines at Hampton-
Court, he exalted his own Prerogative and the pre-
latical Chara@er, was told by the Archbifhop of

Canterbury, {dat undeubtedly kis Muajejly Jpake by the
Jpecial Affijfance of Gop’s Sparit 2 Were they embraced

by them in the Reign of King CuarLes the Firft,
whom they wickedly intoxicated with fuch high No-
tions of the Royal Presogative, as precipitated him
into Meafures that terminated in his own Deftruétion,
and in the Deftruction of the Monarchy 2 Were they
embraced by them in the Reign of King CHARLES the
Second, to whem they fuggefted the moft arbitrary
Cquncils, and whom they ftrongly advifed to get the
Dedrine of Pafive Obedience enaéted into a Low ; and
who, when that Prince made a bold, and, unhappi-
lv, but too fuccefsful an Effort, to reign without
Parliaments, fo vigoroufly affifted him in his uncon-
{titutional Meafures, that the Hiftorian t already
quoted, exprefsly fays ; ¢ the Clergy efpecially were
« bufy in this great Revolution; and being moved,
«« partly by, their own Fears, partly by the Infinua-
« ticns of the Court, they reprefented all their An-
¢« taconiits as Seftaries and Republicans, and re-

« joiced in efcaping all thofe Perils, which they be-

“%icved {0 have been hanging over them. Prixci-

«« ples, the mof? cppefite to Civil Liberty, awere every

o« ‘cybere infirced from the Pulpit, and adopted in nu-

¢ merous Addreffes; where the King was flattered

¢« in his prefent Meafures, and congratulated on bis
««¢ Efeape rom Perliaments. Cou!d Words have been
de end{:d on, the Nation appeared to be running
faft into voluntary Servitude, a,n.d feemed even
ambitious of refigning into the King’s Hands, all
the Privileges tranfmitted to them, t!x’rough fo
many Agss, by their gallant Anceftors.
And though Jxey made fome Oppofition to the
violent Mca%urcs of King James the Second, yet
was it chiefly becaufe their.own Order was attacked ;
for, had that Prince bezn cont ted with deftroying
only the Civil Liberties of the Nation, .wnhout en-
deavouring to undermine its Religion, ’tis more than
robable that he might have carpcd his Point, at
rca(l for any Interruption he was likely to have met
with from the eftablifhed Clergy. ,

True it is, they concurred in the Revolution; but
with what Sincenty, the great Number of them who
refafed to take the Oaths to the New Government,
and the endlefs Plots :;ngl Confpiracies they hatched

~aint it, fufficiently declare,
abfct it not, howcvzra be imagined, that I mean to
impute the above Principles and Praftices to 137
whole Body of the Epifcopal Clergy. Gap fOYblh_-
I know there are fome of the prfmpa! Clergy, y‘l&O
are as ftanch Friends to the Liberty of the Subje,
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+ Huus's Hift. $ve. Edjt. Pd. viii, P. 153

as any Diffenter in the Kingdom: Witnefs the wor-
thy Auther of the chﬁﬁcmf and feveral others. I
only mean to impute them to the high-flying Jaco-
bite Clergy, and to their deluded Followers among
the Laity, who never were, ard [ believe, never will
be thoroughly reconciled to cur free Gouernment. 1
fhall begin, T mu® own, to entertain a Sufpicion,
that cur Gewernment is no lenger free
. But though l‘{mcan not to impute the above Prin-
ciples and Practices to the whole Body of the Epif-
copal Clergy, I may yet, I am perfuadcd, takeupon
me to affert, that the Epijccpal Ferm cr Church Go-
wernment is much better adepted, than that of the
Prefiyterians, or of any cther Sect, 1o an o4, lare M-
narchy ; and for the Truth of that Afferticn [ appeal
to the Sentiments of the moit fenfible Viriters, wkho
have treated of Politics. The Diilance between the
proud Prelate and the poor Curate is alimol as great,
asthat between the Grand Morarch and the meaneit
of his menial Servants. The Truth i, the Spiric of
Subordination that prevails in the £zj-pal form of
Church Gewernment, is admirably calculated to prc'-
ferve Order, or rather Slavery, in Civil 3
is it to be fuppofed, that a Man poffeiic
Ten Pounds a-Year, will dare to difobey the Orders
of one, pofieffed, perhaps, of as many Thoufuncs ?
*Tis an cld and jult Obfervation, that Sugerjliticn
is an Encry to Civil Likerty, and Enthufiafn a Fricnd
1o 1t. But it is well known, that the Church of
England partakes confiderably of the juperftivicus Clia-
razier 3 and that all the Diflenters are morz or 1.0,
remarkatle for Entlufia/m.  That this is the ratural
Tendency of Superititicn, will be evident to any cne
vho confiders the Situation of France, of Spain, or
of any other Remax Cathzlic Country, where Superfti-
ticn prevails in its full Force, and where the poor
People are held in fuch a flavith Subjedticd by their
Spiritual and Temporal Rulers, that they are almel
looked upon as Beings cf an infericr Species. It i
commonly reported of a French Bifzop, who was a
Man of Quality, as moit of the French Bijbsps are,
that, thinking it beneath his Dignity to addrefs his
Flock in the ufual Style, Mes ckeres Freres, or Dearly
beloved Brethren, he began his Sermon thus; Canaille
chetien, eccutex la Parcle de Dics Ye Clriffian Sccui
drels, lifen to the Berd of Gon ! Such vire the [dezs
of a due Subcrdination, with which Super/fiion infpis
red this Right Reverend and Honourable Prelate!

But not orly is the Epifecpal Ferra ¢of Clarch Gen
wernmenty an Enemy to Liberty, and a Friend 1o Sla very,
by the ftrong Mixture of Suterfiiticn which iz con-
tairs, and by the infinite Dijdincaion it makes among
the different Members, of which it is compofed: It
is likewife fo, by the great Number of uteleis Prrefts
with which it is incum%ercd, by the immenie Wealth
poffeffed by thefe Priets, and by the unequal Dif-
tribution of that Wealth among the feveral 'erfons
belenging to the Priefthood.

The Clergy of Scctland, if I am rightly informed,
do not amount to One Thoufand. I'he Clergy of
England, I believe, fall not greatly fhort of Twelve
Thoufand. So that, fuppofing the Clergy to bear
the fame Proportion to the Laity, in both thefe Kinz-
doms, England fhould contain Twelve Times-2as
many Inhabitants as Scotland. But England, ac-
cording to the higheft COmputation, does not con-
tain above Three, or, at mott, Four T'imes as ma-
ny Inhabitants as Scotland ; fo that, making allows
ance for the greater Number of People in the former
than in the latter, for every Clergyman in Scotland,
there are at leaft Three, if not Four in England.
And, as the Number: of Clergy in Englard, is fo
much larger than in Scotland, their Revenues, it is
well known, are protgortion:zbly large. The whole
annual Revenue of the Scettih Clergy, does not ex-
ceed 80,000 Pounds; a Sum hardly equal to what is

offefled by the Bibops alone, and gcrhaps not One
enth of what is poffefled by the whole Body of the
Englifb Clergy. And as the annual Revenue of the
Englifs Clergy is fo much greater, than that of the
Sceteh, it is divided, it is certain, among the diffe-
rent Members, in a much more unequal and difpro-
portionate Manner. Few Scottifh Clergjraen have lefs
than Fifty, and few more.than a Hundred Pounds
a-Year, But, asI hinted above, fome Erglijs Clers
Eymey have Ten Thoufand, and fome little more
an Ten Pounds a-Year. Such an infinite Difference

is there, in the Number of Clergymen, in the A-
mount of their Revenue, and in the Diitribation
of that Revenue, between the Epifecpal and the Pre/~
byterian Eﬁzblimmcms;,qnd fo much more favour-
able is the former, than the latter, to an abfolute
and pure Monarchy ! But as the Englifh Government
never was, is not now, anl I hope never will be, an
abfolute and pure Monarchy, fo I pr?‘y I may never
be fo unhappy as to live to fee the Time when the
Epifespal Perjuafion fhall be extended over the whole
Britith Dominiony ; for, if gver that Time

faould 8
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