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RECRIMINATION—A FABLE.

9 N\ /[ IDST a fair garden’s various wild, _

, . A rofe there ftood of beauteous

~ Ot afpe&t innocently mild, ] 1
" And deck’d with gems of morning dew.,

-

A gilded butterfly drew nigh, :
And foftly breath’d his am’rous pray’r, -

And with a well-adapted figh, <o A
Soon triumph’d o’er'the bluthing fair.

-« For ever faithful may’ft thou prove !” -
Tbe yiclding vegetable cry’d,
¢« Ruin attend my leflen’d love!” < }
The glitt’ring bridegroom’ ftraight reply’d.

With full poffeflion foon as bleft,
'~ Clapping his wings,-away he hies,
And ull ghe fun retired to reft,
To each untafted flow’r he flies.

A

~er Is this your boafted truth and love ”
The rofe, with burning blufhes, faid;
.« Thus faithlefs do all gallants prove
To cv'ry fond belicving maid ?

" I faw thée, traitor as thou art,
Roam o’er cach bed of varinus hue,
And kiffes to each fiow’r impart,
" Which only to thy rofe were due.

" The fimple violet could pleafe,
Dark as fhe is, thy changing tafte,
Nay, ¢’en the naafeous tub’rofe-leaves
By thee, in common, were embrac’d. -

‘What can the in'ﬁpi.d.tuli.]-) fill,
“That fuch.an eager kifs befpeaks?
* Or how did yonder pink excel

The ruddy damafk- of thefe cheeks m—

‘She faid—and ‘dropp'd a filent tear;
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