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ed they weré in the pofleflion and.enjoyment- of fuch
right,eycim at the ti‘::é of the declaration of in epen-
dence, or of figning the treaties of Paos, nor that it
was ever incld%:d in*any onfof the charters of t'e
United States ; it cannot be furprifing $hat many, who

judge a. peace to be of the utmoit impdrtan<e to the in-’

tereft and happinefs of thefe ftates, thould be afraid of
the conftquences which may. follow from making this
an ultimarum in a Degociation ; nor that, -as'France by
- treaty is not-bound to guarantee any thing out of the
dominions of thele ftates to them, unlefy acquired by
their arms, and in their poffeffion at tHe time of pacifi-
cation, can- it be ftrangé that fome men thould be appre-
henfive whether Franée will fupport this claim, aid
whether infifling on it may not tend to prevent the in-
terpefition and mediation of other i
natuial that congrefs fhould be divided on fo impoy-
tant a queftion; tor though all of them are interefied
in obtaining this point, yet fome of them are very re-
motely fo, compared with others; It-is very unhappy
that this queftion has been touched on or agitated at ail.
at thjs time ; and though the delay in refolving finally
upon it has been a principal caufe of the continuance of
tlie war, of this campaign at leali,—yet I cannot confi-
der, either thofe who are for.infitting on this as ax-aly-
reatum, or thole who are againit aying any thing.about
it at prefent, to merit the harfh epithet of execrabie
faction. The policy of Britain, ¢ver fince the Yeclara-
tiop.of the ¢panifh ambafiador to that court, that his.
maller could not rémain an idle (pe&ator, but muft of-
fer his mediation, has bgen -to-poftpone and put off this
mediation as far as poffible, and.at all events until the
end of this campaign, w"hinh they, in the mean time,

relolved to pufh with vigour, hoping to be abledt the: -

clofe to treat on_better terms than at the apéning of it.
Thereis undoubtedly a Britith fattion in thefe fates,
and many amonpg us wiio are at heart in the Britifh in-
tereft, and wifh [uccefs to our enemies, Thefe pérfons
and their faétion may be juft.y ftiled execrable; and the
moge fo, as they frequently canceat and matk them-
feives, under the appearance of patriotifin, and zeal for
the public intereft and honour. ‘J here are aifo not a few,
who, though they will on no occafion give up the in-
dependence of thefe ftates,—yet in their bearts prefer a
conneétion -and alliance with England to any other,
and will not be difpleafcd to fee the war continued, un-
til fuch an event can by fome means or other be
brought about. Though it cannot be ﬁ;ppo(‘cd there
are many of thefe charallers in congrefs (if indeed there
are any) yet it cannot be doubred tnat tnere are but'too
great a number out of doors, who exert themfelves in.
ceflantly on this occafion, by throwing embarraffments
in the w.y of congre(s, and who at the fame time, with
a well affeCted 7eal for the peace, liberty and happinefs
of thefe itates, purfue meaiures pregnaut with anarchy,
confufion, and evils as dreadful as the ravages of the
moft barbarous war itfelf can poffibly be. ‘I'he delay:.
ing the refolutions, as to the terms on which we are
wiiling to treat, has already produced the moft mifchie-
veus, if not fatal effeéts ; among which we may num-
ber ;—tlie rapid depreciation o?our aper'money, the
fall ot which, fince the good people of thefe ftates found
themfelves deceived, as to tﬁe good news fuid to have
. been received the beginning of February latt, has been
altonifhingly great,—and the expenies, as well as ca-
IAmities anci giﬂreﬂ'es cf this camnpaign ; the events of
which are at beft dcubtful. It the nfifting on condi-
tions and terms, which neither the dsclaration of inde-
pendency, nor ‘the treaties of Paris, authorifed us to
chailenge as our rizhts, bas caufed the late, otherways
unaccountable delays, and prevented a peace, or atleatt
a negociation being opened for one, thofe who have
challenged and inﬁﬁetj on thofe claims are jultly re-
fponfible for all the confeqliences.

-Governor Johnftone, in the houfe of commons, free.
ly declared he had made ufe (whilft in America) of
cther meang to effe€t the purhofcs of his commiffion,
than ﬁméaly thofe of reafon and argument. - Have we
not good right, from prelent appearances, to belicve
that in this inftance he declared the truth? But to

- whom is it to be fuppoled be applied thefec means? To
grofcﬂed tories, and Britifh partizans,’ to keep them
fteady to the caufe? Tb your modcerate men, to.induce
them to’ perfevere in their lypocritital neutrality ; No.,
He knew his bufinefs better,; the firft wanted no brio-

Jng, aad the litter would but illy repay the purchafe,

‘¢ Your cold hypocrify’s a ftale device,
“ A wornsout trick; would'ft thou be thought in
¢ earneft, SRR _ 5

. #¢ Cloath thy feign'd zeal in fage, in‘fire, in fury."—
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¥i: ADDRESS of ;b‘c, COMMITTEE of.the
ity and, iberties"of Pliledelpbia, to their fellow-citinens
tkronghout the United States, ™~ . '
1 Friends ayd countrymen,.. ‘ ‘
: NEGESSJITY and conyenlence, havearaincal'ed
into being a bedy of nten,. hﬁh}t& l_(t;;'ov'vn :ﬁéqumﬁt
the. {everal! parts” of America by the name of cothrhit-
- tees; .and we’ 5 funre: that“‘wzgeu‘thé feveral rrafons
. :

therefor: are' ¢ ediand confidered), ‘that their rein-

pr%vcd and followed, . . el nfial.

. %..However, in the tranquil hours  of peace, weé in

*. _admire, an:‘l confine ourifelves tu.ﬂ‘le-g\fi\daaée of wﬁal?:,
ten fawe, yet.in times. of. traiterous wary,: and- more

kfpecially.fo:in an invaded countty, they will in general

- ' flitution. at this: time will not bnly ‘Be’junifca,” but ap-

be foudd too-flow in their. operation, too unicértainin

' of men inithe invention of new crimes,
proftityted ingenuity of other, in fkreehing trimi.
#allty  from Tegal punilhment;. the addition -oppor-
toutics whichi.a.fate of war affords to the fubtile;.fie
i delfifh; and diffaffeited, together with the impofRbility
of legally  defceibing. the. nunerous kinds 6(&?’ affec-
77 aion, . practicdle. in an. ivaded country,! rénder: thie
sevivel of comimittees .during the préfent war, ot only
a{convepient but a neceflary’ appendage’ tb' cisil 'o.
'-'vex:;r'xi’geqt%réoﬂ_ sy ’ b i :l'alcxi:"t' :
»- - Fhere dré;offences. apainfl; fociety -which are adt in
allicafés offences againft law,. and-‘for the ))tcVentSou";?r
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ReTE y:»,’.‘:)-':?:
a.well intended claufe; f im e evio
dence, or even from the novelty of the crime, hg may
clcape the punifhment of a court cerinall fi

cales therefore,’ or.athers of a firg lmgatun%‘hold/’_“

this, maxim, thuit.where. the offefice, 3s publicly dan
gerous or injufiouy, and the laws wnzble to relievedr
punith, the community jndts own defence, and for its
furtoer {ecurity, bas a right to expel. o 0 B
Formidable. as thé-punitiment.of expulfion may sp-
pear, we neverthelefs jullify the right of ufing it on
the grounds aad,principles. of citizetip, and the ad-
mitted” ahd” immemoril coftom of ‘iminkind,, It isa
right claimed and exercifed by every feparate.fociety

" inthis; and all othér cduntries; and as the commruniy

at large is an’ incorporated collection of the .feveral .
parts,. therefqre- the right of the whole: cannot be in-
ferior to the parts of which it is compofeds -~ = -+ -
It is inconfiftent to ‘fuppofe that the’ lenity. of our
lawsy or their filence on crinves we canhave'no con.
ception of ' are to become a fafeguard to the diffaffected
in their a&ts of fudied delinquency, or’that no other
offeites are pumiflible. in ap_invaded.cointry, than
what ‘are to be’foulit in'the laws of 2 ‘!'cmea“and'qe{l'f
regulated fociety, - We cannot confbruét' laws that will
reach . al]l cafes, and therefore we maintain the right,
as well as the neceflity of holding evéry man account.
able to . the- community,. for fuch parts of his condué -
by which the public welfare appears to be injured or
difhonoured,’ and for which no legal redrefs can be

- obtained, - .

In times of war and invafion,; we conceive it necef-
fary that a difcretionary power fhould exift fomewher¢;
\ftor as the authority of civil govérnmem‘candot, with-
out exceeding its bounds, or deiceridiag’ from its cha-
rafter, extend to all. the citcumftances that may arife;
therefore a-numerous race of fubtile or new invented
offcnces, will, without the interpofitiomn of fuch a
power, have a certain -and extenfive latitude tq act in,
unrefirained and unpanithable by law, - :

To blend fuch a power with tire conftitutional autho-
rity of the ftate, would, according to our ideas of
liberty and conception of things; be unwife and unfafe;
becaute being once incorporated : therewith, ‘the fepa-
ration might afterwards be ditticult, and that which
was originally admitted as a temporary convenience,
jultified by ncceffity, might in time. éftablith itfelf into
a perpetual evil, and be claimed- as a mhatter of right.

The exertions which: are. fometimes . neceffary to be
made by the inhabitants of an invaded country, for
their own prefervation and defence, are frequently of -
fuch a peculiar and extraordinary quality, that as they
ought not to become the rule of legal government in
times of peace, fhould not be mixed therewith in times
of war; for that which in the: community may be the
fpirit of liberty, introduced into -the laws would be-
come its deftroyer. T herefore as we cannot, on the
one hand, permit our laws to be equivacally conftrutted
ard difcretionarily applied,“in order to fit and bend
them to everyiew cafe, fo neither oughtwe'on the other -
hand, to futfer the gemeral intereft to be fapped-by a’
fpecies of delinquents, who govermed by avarite, or
prompted by defedlion;, are~ttudying to evade what
they dare not tranfgrefs, i

It is to thofe evils, too amphibious to be ‘defined,
and too fubtile as well as too-tranfitory to becothe the
object of eftablifbed laws, that we with' to apply a re-
medy, capable of f{uiting itfelf to the variety of the
offence, without oppofing the rules of its inltitution,
and_this we conceive can be no othier than the difcre-
tionary power of the citizens organized, and a&ing
through a committee, ‘

The. condition of an invaded country fufficiently -

roves the exercife of fuch a power neceifary, and we™
ave already flated our reafons why it dught to be de-
tached from the legal- gavernment. It is furthermore
our- opinion that the exercifé of difctitionary powers
for the redrefs of temporary evils, is beft intrutted wit
temporary .bodies, becaufe when: the’ neceflity ‘which
called forth fuch powers fhall ceafe, ‘the occafion of
fuch bodies' ceafes therewith, and tte.autharity of civil
government, undifturbed and’ untempted, continué its
otiginal’channel, e i A
We are:likewife of opinion that the laws aiready in
being, would derive great fupport*from the re.inftitu
tion of committees, and that fuclf @ reinforcement of
powerto’ the: powers of governmen€ is necelfary iy an
invaded- country, It is the beft if not the only mode

by which the commuiity can convenithtly; throw in

their portion of affiftance,-and contribute to hic dutho:

rity of the flate. The fear” of -offtnding” againtt the

g_cgegal 1;:9;1:_&,. w};erg@r mode of_phfxfﬂxr}:eﬂr is pro:
vided," which can be eafily anll’ powerfnily execured
I Toreeable indiieéinent t6 Tegal Ohedichtr !
rates with peculiir’ effitacy ‘on thofe -whom nu'public
prmc;ﬁle',can reﬁmin. So "“, e T G

Such being ouf thoughts on the-fubjett, ‘we-fubmit -
them' to- the- confideration -of our’ fellow:eitizegs,’ -in
cvery part of the United States, and-(hall’ dow ' proceed
to give our fentiménts on‘a midtter ‘to Whidh thie-Uife-
may- with particular ad'v;h;dgg
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all other memgffayoﬁ; bg.fg'bfefw mixgn‘?"m
and_dilippointment. . Befides ‘whiclr wo (ould b
daiog- only cxchange oné debt: for another,: tefi fijteq:
to.gur intereft and niore expenfive 1o redéemsr Bug
cale now is otherwifsy: We ure'bothi debtor: anders.-
ditor, - Wi not-only: hold the ‘meticy; "but e pofy; -
the propesty by which'it is'to'be: malte 'goed)” ind ig. -
thing but our own coirfent is wiitting £o make it'of g

valu¢ we pleafe; . .

o

Yet' notwithitanding thefe sdvantages, ‘the rage fr

raifing prices swill, ‘unlefs- it bé'put a.{top.fo, become
the ruin both of th’ojéwhp‘ contrived it, agdt?hotewbo '
follow it. We fhall defcend from pounds.to fillings,

from . thillings to pence, and: from!.‘pence to-riothing,’

It has long been faid that trade will-regulate itfelf;’ et
fufficient experience has thewn that the maxim, tho
admittedly true.in fome cafes, is not fo'inall,” Wil

monopolizers dre- fuffered to'exift, who by flepping i

between the importer-and the retail parchiRr can’pro.
duce a fcarcity whien thiey chufé, or:by their tranfpot.
ing their goods backward and forward from fate

ftate ¢an occafionally create-a want in any orinall,’
or while the retailer by laying.on what. prafits he
Elcafcs, becomes regardlefs of what prices he gives, or
ow much they outbid each.others In all thefe cafess
trade is deprived of its: chance and becomes clogged
with a difeafe, which left to itfelf will deltroy itscreds:
and produce jts deftruition, : G e
By laying an additional price on what we havéto
fell, be iv'what it may, we lay a lofs upon the tiddey
we have in hand, "imore than equal to tie advance we
get; and while we are counting the profits of a fike,
the depreciation upon the capital makes a:balapce as
gaintt’ us: the inftant one article rifés another rites in
double proportion againft it, and the hope of him who
made the firft advancé is defeated by the pradtice of all
around. him. In fhort, we feem not to be fenfibletha
we cannot raife our prices without:turning the tide of
our own currency againft us, which running fafter znd
more forcibly down, than we are able to row up, cay
us deceitfully away, and all our laboutr tuins toto
account, : . s LB ’
If for the fake of leaving a little trade -to reﬁuhn_ ‘
itfelf, the whole community is to be impoverithed, the
pisblic faith fufpectéd and impeached, and the abilities
of the ftates. reduced and weakened, it is time to take
the matter up on the moit ferjous and determined
groundss. for we had better be without trade, thin
expofed-to the confctﬂuences it has hitherto produced..
: Under proper regylations, and chrried on with prine
ciple and- honefty, it might render tv us every advans
tage which, in tines like thefe, -we ought tolook forj
but Jeft to itfelf, tofind ity own balance by no other
prattice than extortion, and to regulaté itfelt npon the
rdins of public credif, and at the hazard of national
fuccefs, isan evil too dangerous to bé ddmitted; toa
ferious to be trifled with. : S
. It is in vain that we complain of the currency, unlel
we comply with'seafures for reftoring it; ,and which,
if we. do.not, we fhall afluredly fink in our own handy
the: hoards and. funds, that, it fupported would make
us'rich. The money is our own. . No power i3 boand
to make it good, if we, whofe property- it is} makeit
otherwife, - ‘Befides which; ;we ought “to refle®; “that
the ‘public' faith, or the' Utited atates is® bt inpther
Bame’ for ourfelves;_and . that while_ wé ingdivi:
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