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MARYLAND GAZETTE.
NusmpEer XXVIL
s~e W ING to many caufes, England
.0 had been hitheito fo much taken up
(0] f";) with the atfairs o turope, that her
%X ambition had not begun to extend
}}{:&3(){ itfelf with regard to the limits of her
T.fous in North Amtr'i:n. But ntlcl'_t!\c
ace of Alx ia Chapelie, this becams= her ohjedt,
4 the was daily making encroachinents o1 t_hc
ritories of France in this quarter.  Itis dif-
o't foi us, who have taken all our ideas from
¢ xcprc‘:ntd'.'lons of Bii~in, to bz perfuaded
this cncroachment.  Like the teadatories of a
at chiettain, we have never exammned the
cunitinces of the inroad, put explicitiy ad-
nted e jultice of the dlum, and have drawn
[; jwords to defend it. It 1s dunoult, more
cciaily, as we our{zlves weaict tu.x(;d in the
iter, and whatever extent of ternitory was
wn away from France, was addeid to our fet-
ments. Neverthelefs, though 1 Jdo not mean
enter minutely into the ditcuffion of tz;is at-
ir, yet it will eafily appear, th:t our former
s‘of ambition un the part of France, arifing
a the difputes relative to her poff=ilions on
is continent, were very ili founded. At the
aclufion of the peaceot Aix la Chapelle, Eng-
b1 had a ficurithing marine, and cond gvg
s almolt to the whole commer:zial w.rid.
om what we know of the nature of iydividuals,
| of nations, it is more reatonasic to luppofz,
cin this cafe England wiyiil Le ambitious,
1 that France fhould bz (o¥whole naval torce
s almolt to ally deitroyed, and in tus year
41, had (carce one fup ot tor e remaining. Be
isas it will, we may now jpedk oltuels things
¢iy, a8 we are no jonger conneételd with that
ind, and as they never can be the ground of
debate between France and use
It was no ealy matter to {=zttle clearly and
ecifely the boundarics of the p »ffedions of the
2 crowns ofi this centin.nt, the antient trea.
s relative to thete, beinz obfcurs or rather
intelligible. At the treaty of Aix ia Caapelle
was regulated, that ail thiugs fhould be on the
poting they were, or ought to te, betore the war.
hele ind:finite words, as we have remarked in
former paper, left it with either party to make
dic own conftrufion of the boundaries ; and
ace it was, that the Eazlith, from the fettls.
*nts bordering on what 1s called Nova Scotia,
bd what was then called. and gtill retains the
me of Canada, were iaking daily encroach.
ents on the French fettlements; for though
is was not as things were; yet 1t was aJs they
jebt 19 be, tefore the war.
The court-of Franc: made her firlt complaints
England in the month of June, 17495 and to
ta ftop to the daily hoitilities, which might
bt up a new war, propolzd to name commiffi-
pers, who might fettle in an amicable manner,
¢ limits of the Englith and Freach colonies.
he king of Great-Britain, then George II,
med commiflioners to meet for that purpofe,
bamiffioners at Paris, but hottilities between
¢ fettlements on the river $t; John, and other
aces, continuing daily in America, it an-
ered little purpole for the king of ingland to
der firmaply that his fubj-¢te of thefe colonies
ould not ‘invade the poflefiions of the French
habitants, either on the fide of New Scotland,
Hudfon's bay ; for as no boundary was pre-
fely fixed, and as the Britifh colonies were
ore powerful than thofe of Fiance, they ufed
tceto ohtain that which they had claimed,
hd which had not besn witlingly relinquithed to

r the

France, as fie was not prepared for war, made
¢ of every means to preferve peace. Orders
re given at different timces to the marquis e
Jonquiere, governor cf Canada, *¢ to retrain
bm the leaft encroachmznt on the rights of the
glih; to condu& himte f, with regard to
em, with all that attention to peace, which
ald be compatible with the. honeur of the na-
b1, and the prefervation of its pofleflions ; to
oin the officers which he might dctach to the
fis in the neighbourhood of the Englifh colo-
3, to condu& themizlves on the fame princi-
$;-and in one word, to avoid every thing
ich could give the leaft foundation to com-
Rnts againtt them.

September 21, 1750, the commiffioners pre-
fented their memoriais to their refpetive courts,
concerning the limits of Nova Scotia, in which
they ditfered widely from each other, the French
making the antien? limits to commonce from the
extremity of Francis bay, te cape Santa Maria,
along the coatt, and ending at Cape Caanfeau;
the Englith contending, that under the defcrip-
tion of the antient limits, were contained all the
lands wiich extend from the river Kennebec to
the insuth of the river st. Lawrence, and trom
the river St. Lawrence, to the north as faras
the Ocean. January 11, 1751, the Britith com-
miflioners fent in a’ memorial to prove the juf-
tice of their demands. The Freach commufii-
one s repiizd to this, and it muft be contefled,
reiuiod what their adverfaries hgd contidered as
demonttration, Inde=d it was ealy to prove that
the teafonings of both were uncertain, and the
grmtf;mhwas,tlmfuppu’ﬁngthis,!i:c)’rclpeé‘tive-
ly did not enter juto a treaty, with a difpotition
mutuaily to concede, and fo adjutt the difterence.
What end did it ferve to run back to tne origin
of tne French and  Britifh eftablithinents in
America, to cite the authorities of navigators,
hiloiians, writings, maps, patents given by
both couits, conunifficns to their officers, and
the lctters of thofe officers. 1 his labour might
difcover great knowledge, but lctt no end to the
cortroveriv,

Wien we read in the 18th article of the treaty
of Utre.hit, that the king of France cedes to
Engl.nd, Nova Scotia heretofore called Acadia,
inats whole extens, according to the antient li-
mits, we muit acknowledge, in good honefty,
that theie words determine nothing, tor how
could there be antient limits in a country which
hid been inhabited only by favages betore the
Eurcpeans had fixed themielves in it. From the
manner in which the Europeans fixed themfelves
in provinces, of which they knew not the extent,
and where they really did poffefs only the lands
which they cultivated, how could they have certain
limits » Dhey extended themfelves by little and
little ; they built forts, and the countries com-
prehended between their territorics were fubject
to the fame jurifdiétion. On one and on the
other fide, they had but reafonable expeétations
of the final poffeflion. The
while more, another while le(s extended, had
no conftant and determinate territory ; the fe-
parate colonies united, the united colonies be-
came feparate, and in the mid{t of thefe conti-
nual revolutions, how could there be found cer.
tain traces of certain limits ? England had, by
this time, fent an army under the command of
general Braddock, to attack the French on the
Ohio, when the minifter of France made a far-
ther propofition, January 13, 1755, tO place
raatters on the footing they h-d been, until com-
miflioners could be appointed to fettle them in
fome prompt and immediate manner. A nego-
tiation in confequence of this commenced, and
France confented ¢¢ to evacuate all thelands fi-
tuate between the weftern mountains and the
Ohio river, fo that this extent fhould be confi-
cered as a neutral country, until by the con-
vention fct on foot, it fhould be fettled to whom
it fhould belong.” Thefe propofitions of the
French court would very proba'ily have praduc-
ed a falutary effe, if they had been fent four
years fooner; but the Britifh court was ngw
weary of negotiations; every difpofition Aikd
been” made for war, and her expectations/wete
too high, eafily to renounce them. in wer
to this propolal of a treaty, tha court of Eng-
Jand fent, May 5, 17535, @ number of articles,
Dy which it was demanded, amongft other
things, that France thould demolith her fortifi-
cations on the borders of Canada : a boundary
line of her pofleflions was, at the fane time,
pointed out, by fuch lines, and fuch cegrees ot
latitude, as would greatly circumfurive her with-
in her forn.er claims. 4

This was in fa&t to reject the propofal of a
treaty ; neverthele(s France ftill continued to
make advances towards an accommodation, and
in a_memorial from her minifter fhe wifely ob-
ferved, ¢ That if thoughts of war fhould con-
tinue in America, or fhould holtilities continue
upon the fea, advantages on cither fide would
ferve only to multiply pretenfions, and furpn{h
new obiticles to-an accommodation™ adding,

government one.

that fincerely to defire prace, and not to ufe
every means to prevent war, were things incom-
patible,

_The court of England was, no doubt, con-
vinced of this, but anfwered, ¢ ‘That {he could
not conflder, an armiftice as a means that could
favour a reconciliation.  Neverthelels a ne-
gotiatien was continued, becaule the French
court, confcious of her own weak ftate, could
not give up the hopes of peace, and England
had fome reafons not yet to declare war.

In a memorial which the wmbafl«dor of France
prefented to the court of London, May 14,
1755, it was propofed, for a bafis of negotiition,
« "I'hat Nova Scotia, though it comprehenced
but a part ot the peninfula on which it was fitu-
ated, yet from a love of peace, Fiance would
yield the whole peninfula to England, on con-
dition that the French who are there fettied,
fhould enjoy, for three years, the liberty ot 1e-
tiring with their effetts,  This ceflion the
would make, referving only the ifthmus, which
the could not, without renouncing at the {ume
time the communication, duringa great part of
the year, to leveral of her weftern poflefli-
ons.™

In anfwer to this, the court of London re-
newed kLer propofitions of March 7, and ob-
ferved, ¢ That the conditions on which the
court of Verfailles confented to abandon the
peninfuia, were fubjeét to many obitacles, and
unfurmountable objeétions, fo as to render the
pofitfiion of it ufelefs, and that it would be us
well tor England not to poflefs it at ullg 43 not
to pollefs what was the principal part.* I'lis
court of London remitted a farther memoyial,
with fome queftions relative to a negotiatton,
but in the niean time had given orders to admi-
ral Bofcawen to commence hottilities, and June
8, 1755, the Alcidesand Lys, two French vele
fels, were captured in the feas of America.

It is needle(s to fay in what manner the war
in America kindled up a warin Europe. It was
becaule, while France was vulnerable to Biitan,
on this continent, the poffeflions of Britain, weie
vulnerable to France, in Germany.

I have drawn out thefe particulars to fome
lengtl, becaufe I well kunow, that though our
prejudices againft the French nation came prin-
cipally from the iland of Great.Britain, yct
they were confiderably rivetted by our contefls
on this continent, For it is natural for all men
to think their own caufe juft, and I have rarely
mst one who has been able to acknowledge the
good qualities of his adverfary. But as we
cafily admit, that many of thofe things which
were done vy us long ago were not juftifiable, fo
with regard to our conduct to the Fiench nation,
while they were our neighbours on the continent,
we now ceafure or approve freely : and 1 believe
when we come to confider the matter at s fyture
day, we fhall be fenfible that though France
yi¢ided to the fuperior fortune, and fuperior
force of the Britith arms, yet fhe was even in
the commencement of the debate the injured
party, and we who were formerly the bii-
tifh colonies a&ting offenfively- againtt her, obey-
ed rather the impulfe of ch Britifh counfers,
than any found dedu&ions of 1cafoning relutive
to the ground of the quarrel,  Be tlus 24 it may,
Providence has made that brave nation our tett
fiiends, and if at any time we have concurred
in treating tiiem. hardly, our beit reparation
will bea ftzady adherence to this alliance, with
which we are fo much bunoured, and, in which
we are fo happy.

.~ Tre HoxesT PoLITICIAN.

To the P, U B Lbl (S

HE intended confifcation of Britifh pro-

perty has occationed a difterence of opi-
nion Letween the two branches of our legifla-
ture. A bill for feizing and confifcating that
property, originated in the houfe of delegates,
was fcnt to, and returned by the fenate, with a
negative, accompanied by a meflage, explaining
the realons ot their rejeéting it, at the laft fef.
fion. The delegates anfwered the fenate’s mef-
fage, a few hours befoie the two houfes adjourn-
ed: the {enate being thus precluded from reply-
ing, and the delegates having appealed to their
conttituents for their inftrudtions on this point,




