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F‘i;"ﬂ HE greateit effe&ts have often
A& flowed from the moft trivial
A T caufes; the fatc of empires
5 #& has been deterniined by the
;,‘%_3{ pride, folly or ambition of a
prince, or hig favourite minifter, or
miitrels. A few virtuous, fenfible men,
may fave a nation; and three fools, in
power, may do more mifchief to a ftate,
than the united wifdom of all the wile
men can repair.  Since the prefent revo-
lution, many politi¥al queftions muit have
occurred, on which the wilelt of our po-
liticians might honeftly differ in opirfion,
It-has been the conftant practice of our
open encmies, and our internal fecret
toes, to raife diftruft and fufpi<ion of
thole entrufted with the cornduét of our
affairs.  No mode could fo eftectually
anfiwer their purpofes, and work our de-
ftrution, as to deftroy the coufidence of
the people in the abilities, or integrity, of
thole who originated the oppofition, and
advifed decifive meafures, againtt our
enemies, and their adherents amongft us,

A diverfity of fentiment caufes oppofi.
tion and debate, which too frequently
creates warmth, and too often perfonal
altercation, which begets coldnefs, and
ends in animofity and hatred. It is the
weaknefs and pride of human mature
which refufes to allow a difference in fen.
timent; and the heart too prone to pride,
envy, or malice, imputes the alions of
men to interefted or unworthy motives,
America, by the arts of her enemies, and
tne pratices of the tories, and the cre.
dulity, or ill.direted zeal, or paflions of
the whigs, is now reducsd to this dan.
gerous fituation.  Confidence in our
tulers, and faith among individuals is
Ceftroyed.  There is no government in
which parties do not fometimes arite, and
party as naturally creates faction, as fum-
mer produces heat, or winter cold. Since
the tormation ot our government, great
contraricty of opinion, difputes and di-
vifions, have happened betweqn our two
tranches of legiflature, and th bers
vt the two houles. To thefe ariofitics,
in great meafure, is owing our jefent
very  diftrefling  and helplefs fitdation.
kxcept the ditterence on what terms the
t:ader-law fhould be {ufpended, or repeal-
ed, the true fource of all the difcord was
thie, what condu&t the legifiature ought
t alopt as to our Britith encemies, and
cur retugees, and tories, and their pro.
ferty. ‘Lhe houfe of delegates urged a
tet to difcriminate our enemies, and
penalties on the abfentees, and a confif-
cation of their property. ‘I'he fenate and
tteir advocates, aided by all the difaf.
feted, nonjurors and tories, were for
miderate meafures. The whigs were too
Greply engaged in making money (or ac.
tumulating paper) and cther purfuits, to
Py any attention to the quettions in dif-
pute. ‘The tories, at firit, privately by
their friends, and at laft openiy, oppofed
the meafures originated by the houfe of
Celegates; and publicly * traduced the
members, who advifed them. The farses
dways a&ted in perts& union, and by
yiten 5 the ackigs divided on every quei.
ton, creduloufly fwallowed the flanderous
fug eftions of the tories, and juined in
their abule of thofe, who were lirugglinﬁ

to obtain the adoption of vigorous an
decifive meafures againgt our avowed foes,
2d fecret and more dangerow® enemies.
1bis condc& was unifermly purfued on
all the great queftions agitated in our
public councils: the general non.expor-
tation ; the fubfcription to purchafe arms
ammunition; the ereftion of our

néw government; the declaration of in-
dependence; the teft-aét; the confede-
racy; and the confilcation of Britith pro-
perty.  The conduét of the principal
charaters in the feveral counties; the
votes of our fenators; delegates of con-
grefs; and houfe of delegates 3 and the
conduc of the members of the council ;
are entirely forgot. Men who oppoled
the above important queftions, have been
fince entruted by the people, and the
legiflature, to exccute tne mealures they
condemned. Nothing, could exhibit this
fubjet in fo fiiking a view as a lit of tne
perions elefted by the people, ‘and ap.
pointed by the general aflembly, and our
executive, to office, fince the tormation
of our government, and an enquiry into
the real political charadter. and conduét
of the perfons. The catalogue would
naufeate the ftomach of every whig, and
record the tolly of the people, and the
mifconduct of our reprefentatives, By
our form of government, .the fenate are
auciiorifed to fill up any vacancy in their
body, during the five ‘years wnich they
are eletted. Six vacancies have happen-
ed; five of the original fifteen fenators
refigned, and one died; and in conle-
quence thereof, eleven eleions have been
made, and molt probably the greater part
of the gentlemen *eletted would not have
been the choice of the public, The
fenate feem “to me to have been very une
fortunate in their noinination; it they
eletted a_whig, they did-not confider that
fome abilities were neceflary to exscute
the trult. Very feldem avove nine fena-
tors attend their duty; and on all quef.
tions relpe&ting the contederacy, and
confifcation ot Britith property, only
eight or nine were prefent. Above haif
of that number are the perfons eleéted by
the fenate, and the greater part of them
poflefs very few of the qualifications re.-
quifite for fo elevated and important a
fration. Thé want of underftanding may
be as injurious to the public, as the want
of probity. Among the many inftances
I could adduce to prove, that detenni-
nations of the fenate, injurious to the
ftate, and repugnant to the plaineft prin.
ciples of jultice, were carried by a rba-
jotity of the weakeft of the body, of vio-
lent and ungoveinable paflio s, I will
only mention three inftances, which oc-
curred latt fefliqn. Firt, the exception
Of debts in the confifcation of Britith pro-
perty; fecond, the exception Ot imported
merckandife out of the indemnification al.
lowed to other property; and third, the
indemnification for unrigged vellels al-
ready taken or dellroyed, and uniigged
veflels thereaftcr taken or deftroyed, with-
in twenty days after their being launched.
So far as the debts to Britith fubjeéts
were made liable to pay their debts to
our people, it could not be cenfidered as
a confifcation, but a proper and jult ap-
lication of the debtors property to fatisfy
is creditor, A debt is the property of
the creditor; and it will' be difficult for
the fenators, who voted to except debts,
to fhew any difference between confif-
cating debts, and any other kind of pro-
perty. Our enemies had fet the exam
ple, recited in thg law pafled, by re
fufing to pay the money belonging to this
ftate, in the Bank of Englaid. “The ex.
‘ception of debts is not warranted by the
law of nature and nations, and it is ex-
pected the advocates for this a&t in fayour
ot onr enemies will juftify their condud,
The exception ot imported merchan-
dife is contrary to juftice and policy, and

_could proceed only from little, iiliberal

prejudices, or the want" of underftand.
ing; reafon cannot difcriminate between
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manufaltures, or other effelts, belonging
to farmers, and imported goods belong.
ing to merchants.  Confcious that th;s
conduct cannot be juttified or excufed,
the authors will remain filent, and rather
fubmit to any ftrictures, than venture a
trial before the bar of an impartial pubiic,

The indemnification propofed n the
cafe of unrigged veflzls was vio.ently opa
pofed, as improper and unjutt.  {hera
was but one inftance of an unngged ve.
el, deftroyed at Vienna, which wou'd
have been provided tor by the bill  Tye
attachment, zeal, and exertions of tle
owner, in our caufe, had marked [}
out to.our enemies, asan object ot th
revenge. . His attempt to fupport the
public faith and credit, as ftrongiy marka
ed him out, as an exception t» any fa-
vour or jultice, from the public. The
fenate did not objeét to indemnity veileis
deftroyed on the ftocks, and theretore
their obje®ion to indemnify in the above
cafe was pointed and partial.  On this
fubject alio the fenators wiil not attempet
to juftify their. condugt; though they
have not the excufe offered in their mel-
fage, want of ime to 80 into a chain of
realoning to fupport their condu€. The
fenate propofed to refer the confideration
of the three queltions in difpute bstween
tbe two houfes, to the next feffion ; which
would have been accepted by the houfe
of delcsates; but fuch was the violence
of the twp femators, whofe charaéter and
conduét was ftated in my lait paper, after

e

difcovering that veflels deltrayed on the ™~

ftocks, would be indemnified, that they
informed a member of the houfe of dea
legates, that the bill to confifcate Britith
property fhould receive a neg:-tive, unlels
every claufe of indemnification to (uf.
ferers, was ftruck out of the bill.  Ths
the houfe of delegates acceded to, rather
than lofe o important a law, In five
months a new fenate will be eleted, and
an opportunity afforded to difcard men,

-who have vioiated our public faith, and

fomented quarreis and divifions, and
who, if they poflefs good hearts, lLave
not underflanding to dittinguith right
from wrong, or what wili promote, or
deftroy the peace and profperity of this
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E -have accounts from Amlterdam,

v @ that they are very Lufy in fitting
out privateers, and that feveral will foon
be ready to fail.

The late failure of our arms at St. Vin.
cent’s is a moft unlucky incident at pre-
fent. It will be confidered by all the
world as an unequivocal. proof of the
ftrength of our enemies, and of our own
weaknels; a circumftance in the prefent
crifis, when we are engaging on a new
and more extenfive field of war, of the
moft nnfortunate nature, as it cannor fail
to add courage to our adverfaries, while
it muft difpisit our friends. It is true,
the latter difpatches have brought ace
counts of no lofs either in men or thip~
ping; but the neceflity of re.emba-king
the few troops that had been landed, has
the air of a defeat, and will have fimilar
effefts on.th: minds ot mankind both at
home and abroad, It will fhew that we
can have but little profpet of fucceeding
againtt any of the other French iflagds,
when St. Vincent's, one of the leaft con. ?
fiderable, is fo well defended; and it wiil
likewife fhew, what is fill worfe, that 3
our commanders have no intelligence of
the enemy’s force, till they learn it from
difappointment,




