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To EaARL CORNWALLIS, licutenant.
general, &c. &c.
Mr Loro,
Fig"q GENERAL, who poffefles that dig-
nity of foul, which exalts the conqueror
A g: above the infolence of a triumpt, and
elevates the unguiﬁxcd above m an.
lf{j nez(s and defpondence, will ever find
the generous among his enemies, ready to applaud
bis merit and to drop a tear to his misfortunes,
whillt the officer, who wages a favage warfare, and
fullies his vi€ories by infult and inhumanity, will
pot have a friend among the virtuous, even in the
genith of his fuccefs, nor ene, of all mankind, to
frmpathife with him on a reverle of fortuné, ‘The
shilanthropy of America would be highly gratified
3 paying your lordthip the tribute due an enlight.
tmed and humane foldier, did your con:duét entitle
you to fuch treatment; but as her juftice obliges
ker to view you in the odious light of a cruel leader
ind an unprincipled plunderer, it would be impi.
sus in her to treat you with generofity or delicacy.
Ay an American foldier, I confider it a virtue to
embitter your captivity, by recalling to your re-
membrance the follies which have led to your pre.-
fnt cataftrophe and to hold you up as'an objeét
of univerfal deteftation, by furrounding you with
u affenblage of your crimes; but the implacable
nefentment | feel, when I refle¢t on your lordthip's
cruelties, fhall not hurry me beyond the bounds of
andour and truth, or bribe me to cloud your re-
pstation with one undeferved thade,

Confidering your lordfhip as one of the principal
sdors in the military drama, I have taken fome
pins to acquire a knowledge of your principles and
dilities, and I fincerely wifh the refult of my en-
quiries was le(i degra 'ing to human nature. As a
plitician, I have found you devoid of ftability and
ntegrity : as a foldier, deficient in every amiable
ud leading charateriftic ot your profeflion,

When the preient conteft was merely a political
quettion, we obferve your lordfhip e gaged in a
wum oppofiticn to the minittry, and, it parlia-
zentary records may he ralied on, not hefitating
toueclare, that thould an armed force be called in
to the aid of their unconftitutional laws, refitance
tn the part of America would become a duty they
cwed to themfelves and thelr pofterity, 1 hele fen-
Uments, my lord, were truly dignified, and, had
yeu made them the unerring rule ot your conduét,
nuft have enfured you the gratitude of America,
1nd the efteem of the virtuous of every nation ; but
bow oppofite were your profeflions and principles |
In a few months, regardle(s of your folemn decia-
ntions, you prepare to embark for America, and
trenforce, in a military chiraéter, the very mea.
fures, which as a fenator, you had reprobated, as
wijuft and oppreffive. 1 his is a faét, my lord,
which your warmeft partifans have not the effront-
tyto deny, and which no art or eloquence can

lliate! k:ad you difplayed in your operations the
E’:lime of miiitary talents, and been crowned with
erery trophy ambation fighs for, this one aét would
Gmn you to eternal infamy |

From the moment you confented to draw your
frord againft her liberties, America ought to have
viwed you as a monlier;) yet the tormed a fa.
vourahle idea of your charater, and gave you cre-
¢it for virtues you never poffefled even in contem-
Pation, This erroncous opinion with refpeét to
your lordfhip muft have flowed from your fitua-
tion, which prevented both your head and heart
fom having a fair trial.  $ir William Howe, whillt
you alted under his immediate command, put you
imoft above the reach of fortune. At the head of
te Britith grenadiers and light infantry, oppofed
b raw and undifciplined troops, and of far infe-
tisr numbers, ag offiier of the lowelt rate abilities
twuld not fail of acquiring eciat, and it is very un-

1 be imputed to the Lero of a
tiumph. The fmiles of profperity cover a multi.
tude of fins in private life, but a fortunate general
#immaculate in the eyes of a misjudging world.

An unbounded ambition is the fource ot all your
kedthip's mistortunes. 'Flattered with the fond
dea of outftripping your !aad Sriexd Sir Henry
Clinton in military fame, and becoming commander
in chief, you ufed all your influence to obtain a

te command, and the fouthe:n ftates were
fxed on as the theatre of your atchievements. Like
Phacton, you imprudeml’y engaged in an under-
tking beyond your abilities, gave the rein to your
taterprite, and left reafon and humzm't{ behind to
bment your follics and cruelties, and like that rafh
drenturer, you have not only wrought your own

ruin, but have involved thoufands in unmerited
calamity,

The bittle of Camden was the ficft memorable
event that marked your lordthip's operations, whichy’
though it affor.e” you the momentary exu tations
of a dear-bought vittory, and gave you an oppor
tunity of figuring in the gascttes at the ex ence of
candour, proved difgracetui to you in its conte-
quences. Inflead of improving the auvan ages of
tois fuccels, you fuffcred your atiny to relux their
difcipline in a (tate of inaétivity whilit your cne-
my was recovering trom the fhock of the defeat.
after.dreaming away fome months, you marched
into North. Carolina.” and took pofictiio. of Char-
lotte ; .but finting the ruse whigs of Meckiinburg
very troublelome, and hesring a ima:i body ot con.
tinentals and mintia were moving towaids you,
your iorcthip made a precipitate retreat to the
ftrong holds ot Winnfborough, and fuffered 4 part
of your baggage to fail into ou. hanas, w.thin ghe
ot your ariny. In the mean time colone: Fergulon
being unfupported by your luidfhip, feil a 1acrifice
to his partifan Ipirit, and feverai ot your other de-
tachments were deteated by the militia, The to-
vies, who, enccuraged by your fuperior force and
fortune, were arming in your caule gave over the
defign, and lay ftid at home. AIll thele events
flowed from your lorfhip's amazing inadtivity, Au-
though the American tor.es did n.t amount to hdlf
thie number you could have brought into the ficld,
1 verily belicve your lordthip would have flept away
the winter, in a fouthern climate, the fealon tor
a&tive operations, had not general Morgan's de-
tachment aroufed you trom yeur lethargy, and a-
larmed you for your out-poits; put eve. then, you
adted like a man ftupifizd witn opiates. .When you
might have fubjeéted Morgan to the operations of
your whole torce, you oppolcd te him a detach-
ment, not mach (uperior in numb:r to his com-
mand, and, contrary to the eflablithed maxims of
good policy, left that doubtful which you might
bave made certain. Was it juft to judge from e«
vents, the f lly of this meafure woula receive addi-
tional proof from its unfortunate iffue. Your dars
ling Tarleton met with a complete defeat, and in
return tor your lordthip’s unwarranted partiality in
his favour, threw you into a del.rium by the tale
of his mistortunes, In a paroxitm of yrief and
rage, you made a burnt oftering ot your baggage,
and became rath, bold, and enterprifing.  You
conceived tie daring idea ot recovering your c.p-
tivated troops, and of tearing the laurel wreath
from the brow of the iilutrious Morgan ; and had
this triumph affe€ted him as the fuccels at Camden
did your lordfhip, you would havs mot certainly
eﬁ'eé{cd it ; but he was too great an officer to con.
fider himfelf victorious, until he had tecured the
fruits of his ¥ictory. The hiitorian, who deline-
ates the charaéter of the hero of the Cowpens, will
be at a lofs to determine, whether he ueizrves
greater applaule for his gailantry and addreis in
obtaining the viftory, or tor his great exertion of
abilities In fecuring and iinproving the advantages
refulting from it,

Difappo:nted in this attempt,and general Greene's
army and Morgan's detachment having furmed a
junction, a nes objeét attraéted your lordthip's at-
tention, and a new fieid was upened tor the ditpiay
oi great talents. Every advantage an officer couid
wifh, who fighed for a briliiant name, was on your
lordthip's fide. Your army. was greatly fupeiior
both’in numbers and difcipline to tiiat of your ene.
my, and you was in the mi:it of yaur triends, It
was your intereft to bring on an immediate and de-
cifive a&tion, and confequently general Greeue's to
avoid it, Heie then was a tnal of (ki1 j Greene's
addrefs prevailed. and gave him the paim; he re-
tired over the Dan and stanton rivers, in the tace
of your lordfhip's army,-in good'order and withcut
lofs, and by amazing exertions gained fuch an ac.
ceflion of force, as rendered it prudent and advilable
for him (to meet your lordthip in the ficld. He
knew, that a defear would be certain ruin to you,
and cou:d only be a partial evil to him. Guiidiord
was the fcene of adtion ; the conteft was obftinate
a1 d bloody ; and aithough fortune gave your lord.
thip the ficid, it terminated honourably for the A.
merican arms, and was attended with moft of the
good confequences of a viétory. This is not the
fuggeftion of fancy St prejudice ; it is an affertion
eftablithed by the moit undeniable falts. A few
days after your boafted fuccefs, we find your lord.
fhip making a precipitate rctreat, leaving your
wounded to our mercy, and your tory friends to
th¢ jultice of their country. Previous to your re.

treat, you iffued a pompous proclamation, embfya
zoning your fuccefs, and inviting thefe infatuated
men to fly to the royal ftandard for prote&ion for
their property and pertons, and then Laf-ly deter-ed
thewn, I dely your lordfhip to de'end this condu,
either upon the principles of poliy, juttice. or hua
manity,  ‘To deftroy the confidence the tories had
placed in the promifes of gover: ment and her ofs
ficers, was furely impolitic ; to deny them that pro=
te€tion you promited th:m, u juft; and to deiude
them into a condut which muit fubje&t them to
pu ifthment, the extreme of cruelty T

Wi b a vittoriou army you retired to Wilminga
ton, and took fheiter under the guns of your thip-
ping, leaving your pofts in South Carolina and
Georgis, wilch you had walted much time and
fpi:t — u.h bivod in eft blithing. open to the vigie
lance ot general Greene, who inflantly to k ade
vantage ot your lordfhip's eiror, made a rapid
narch into thele ftates, and 'n 3 tew months, by
th moft confummate ..ddre s and unwesried peri-a
verance, reduced al. your jofts, ex.ept Cia lesa
town, Savannah, and ‘Ninety.fix. and made their
garrifons priloners ot war, Ninety-fix was on the
point of \urrencering, and although relieved by the
unexpeéted airival ot troops trom Euro e, was
foon after abandoned. [ zfk your lordfhip, what
advantages you promiied yciriell, equal to fuch
certain and important lcfles ? Surcly you were not
fo igncrant, as to fuppole that your marching thro®
Virginia, wcu d compenfate ior your pofts and gara
rifons facificed in Carolina and Georgis. Deluded
by he tplendour of the enterprife. you !oft fight of
every other confideration, and retted-your juﬁxﬁci-
.ﬁo'n on the event, which ha it been as trilliant, as
it is unfortunate, fuch is the difpofition of your
countrymem, that they wculd not only have acquita
ted you or rathnefsana folly, hut lave decreed you
a tniumph! You have put ail your truft in fortune,
and fhe has jiited you in the mcment you moft
needed her tavours,” Defpairing of nothing youra
feir, you have t ught your royal mafter and bis mi
niftry to hope for every th'nz. W bilit warnied
with the profpect of the pefl fiicn of the fouthern
ftates, and chenithing the tund hope of an entire
fubjeétion of Ameiica they will receive the fad re.
cital «f your misfortunes, and your lor thip will
be facrificed to their Gil-ppointed ambition, and to
appeate the clau ours of the pegple  How tru'y pi=
tiab e your lorafhip’s fituation ¥ Deferted ai.d abuif.d
by your own countrymen, tor your want of juc-
cefs and mintary ralents ; defpifed and execrated by
America, for your want of humanity, you muft bid
an cternal adieu to temporal teiicity ; the uffrages ..f
the wotld wiil ceny you a good name, and a s uilty
confcience 10" you of inward peace and domeflic
tranquiliity | Your lot, my loid, is1eally fevere, bag
it is what y. u haverichiy weritet ! Your inhumaBe
treatment to the wretched flaves who fled to you for,
freedom and proteétion, is more than {ufhiient to
entitle you to tue heaviet calumity ®. Caiious tor
the tender emctions of compaflion, and fteeled 2
gainlt the miferies of your fellow-creatures, your

.|
* It mufl infpire every feeling bofem auith berror and
refemtment, awlen they are tola, 1tat cut ¢f upavards .
1cco fluves, wtko joined lerd Cornavalis's army, upe
awards of 1505 kave perifp.d from atfeafe and famines
It is a ga&t, which can be proved by tnnumerable evia
dences, that provvifions avere only given to thefe men
awbe awere able o werk,. wlilfl the avomen, ¢ ildren,
ana men debilitatea by ficknefs, auere left 10 tinger oxt
a mijirable exiftence, embi-tred by 1Fe rage of tungers
Many «vere turred cut in fuch a figation, that they cxe
pired befere they coula reacd cw¥ army. Lord Corne
avaliis's atterpt to fpread ike fmail-gox among the ine
batitunts in 1be &nity 8 Yerk, tas been reduced 1o @
certainty, and muft render bim cortemprible in the eyes
of «very avilifed nation, it being a prafice as ixe
confifiemt avith the lavw of ratiens and awar, as repuga
xant to tumanity. “Ite jutecf tbe brave and <wert
colonel Scammeis is mediatey imputable to lord Cerne
avallis y this anjoriunate ficer avas tokom grijorer,
whilff fixirg tke firfi picquess of tbe allied army. He
Jurrendered to tavo Rritifb cficers, and _'u.'l.'tblﬂ te quas
under tkeir protelion, many mirutes ajter bis furren~
dery a dragoen vede up to bim, put the muxzie of bis
pificl to tis back, and gave Fim a avouna of wdich ba
died 5 nor «vas tkis all_their inbumanity tosverds bim 3
dawing robbed kim of Lis berfe they obiiged him to rax
near beif a mile, extasfied avith the lafs of biood, and
ready 1o faint under the anguifp of bis avousd. The
public may rely on 1bis as a fa&l y the circusmflances are
precifely as related by the colendl bimfelfe 1t wieds m
commnt. :
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