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L O N D O N,_ Decermber 114
T WESTMINSTER MEETING.

WESTERDAY, in confequence of an ad-

"%\ ¢ vertifement from the Wetminfter commit-

0 Y A tee, figned by the honourable Charles James
# Fox, there was a meeting of the inhabitants

of the city of Weltminfter, in Weftminfter-

. The princ pal perfons who appeared on the tem.
porary Rage, efd ted at the entrance into the common
pleas, were, the carl of Derby, the hon, Gharles Fox,
ir Watkin Williams Wynne, Sir Watkin Lewes, ge-
eral Burgoyne, Dr. Jebb, Mr. Wilkes, Mr, Edmond
Burke, Mr. William Burke, Mr. Byng, Mr. Poll:ll,
ir Richard Hotbam, and sir Joleph Mawbey. The
all was very much crouded, and the meeting remarka-
ly refpectable. Upon the motion of Mr. Samuel Houfe,
ir, Fox was unanimoufly voted to the chair, :
Mr. Fox rofe, and In a thort fpeech, lamenting the
len fate of this once flounithicg empire, and proving
be rights of the people to petition, remonttrate and
ddrefs, propofed to the committee, a remonitiance,
. u'tion. and addrefs to the throne', as a meafure very
eceffary in the prefent wretched crifis of puvlic affairs,
nd as ferving 2o conduce to a reftoration of the hap.
pinefs, peace and commercial greatnefs of this country,
He fa1d, that the meaiures adopted in the prefent mi.
ifteral fyftem, bad involved usin a hine ot mistortunes
nd defeats, and that our confequence, which tormerly
reponderafed im . the (cale of European politics, had
unﬂo under the enormous weight of our difgraces,
Dlotwithftanding which, it was the royal determination,
elivered from the throne in his majetty's fpeech, to
ontinue 2 war, which had brought 1uin and defola-
tion on the empire. He touched upon our late loffes

n America, and concluded with faying, he would re-
ferve himfelf to enter more largely into our deplorable
ftuation, and the neceffity of the propofed meafure,
until gentlemen had heard the remonftrance, &c. read.

Dr. Jebb warmly feconded Mr.({‘ox; be faid he felt

Hor the degraded fituation ot Englithmen, and declared
fear, that it was the intention of government, by
eans of flanding armijes, to anpihi'ate the liberties of

this country, fo glorioully preferved an i handed cown

to us inviolate from our anceltors. T here was, le re-
marked, great danger in truking fl:ets and armics to
men, who had brought us to the very verge of de.

#rution. He defcribed the hardthips ‘impoled upon

our American brethren, and fhewed the neceflity of

withdrawing our fleets and armies frem America; fhe
ould never be beaten into a reconciliation, and conm-
siliatory meafures were therefore moit likely, and he
believed the only means of producing o defirable an
svent, He then read the remonftrance, which was
couched in terms, declaratory of the rights of a free
peoplato petition, remenftrats and addrefs, and breath-
ing 3 warm fpirit of Englith freedom, expreflive of
their deep forrows for the unfortunate conicquences
the meafures of the prefent winifters were ftated to have
induced, and befeeching his mejefty to redrefs the
gievanc,n of bls people, by remyving from his councils
men who had brought the charatter of the empire
to its prefent fallen Gtuation, and tarnifhed the glory
of his reign. The petition was nearjy the (ame as that
of the city of London.
The do&er then moved the addre(s, which pafied

tnanimoufly. e
Mr, Fox once more came forward, and faid he was

happy to find there was no diffentient voice to a mea-

fire which the fituation of this country at prefent de-
manded. He then entered iuto a minute inveftigation
of the rife, caufe, and progrefs of the American war,
ad pathetically lamented that neceflity which reduced

meeting to the diftsefled” fituation uf remontftrating
to.their fovereign, on the dangerous errors of thofe
men to whom he had committed the adminiftration of
afairs; e bad uaiformly, from the firt moment of
this wnhappy war, reprobated it, becaufe he goncieved

Rto be, what the fatal confequences Keroved, big with

detrultian to this country, though he acknowledged

were mamry country gentlemen, who had, from a
woavi&tion of principle, agreed to the fatal commence-
ment ,of hoftilities with America, becadfe they confi-
it hard for the burthen of the gloriops conquefts

6f the'late war¥o lie upon the people of this country,
without the participation merica, to eafe the joad
of taxes thence incurred. Now, faid ke, this war has

Jroceeded thus far, how do yeu fecl yourfelvés ? Are

Your burthens lightened? So far, he contended, were

-Mofe”caufes of complaint, which had influenced the
¢eadul of gentlemen, from being rethoved, thole caufes

Jere, multiplied without alleviation; . tax was Joaded

'¥peu tax, and difgrace and difafter were'the melancholy

tion, To preferve our Weft-Indian fettlements

' & this grar begus. How has it fucceeded ? By the

MdfTol:fv, Grenada, §t. Yincents, Dominico, and

-our other valuable fettlements’in that part of the werld,
which it was the glory of the lat war to acquire, To

! t the interference of France with eur dominion

America was one of its firft obje@ts. It has.unfor.
fnately anfyered all the ends it was iritended ¢o prew
¥ e rd
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vent. It'has éfablihed the power of France in Ame-
merica, and brought us info that melancholy fituation,
which it has been the endeavour of every king *of
France, till now, without effe& to attempt, He then
defcribed our glorious fuccefles, when lord Ghatham
had the diretion of affairs,. and contrafted his with the
prefent adminiftretion, TLe dignity of this nation, he

N v « )

but proved an apoftate to the caule of his country and
went off with the enemy on their leaving Philadre{phix.
She was defigned to cruife in Delaware bay, “Captdin
Hylar, in coming off with his prize, was purfued by
feveral armed vcﬁ'ch, and finding it impra&icable to
fave her, blew her up; but brought off the faid White
and about forty other prifoners, ’

faid, was in that time raifed to a degree-of—fuperior— ~Thii is another of the gallant enterprifes of captain

confiderations never was the Britith name exalted to
fuch a pitch of pre-eminence;. till now the purpofes of
the crown of France were never effcétually anfwered.
When the gold of Lewis XIV. bad an influence in En-
glith councils, the crown ot France had never been fo
cffe@ually ferved as at the prefent tize. In no age, in
no reign, was political refinement carried to fuch exce!s
asnow. The policy of France has turned all our mea-
fureg-fo its advantage; the refinement of its {chemes
has turned our own means againft ourfelves. In Lewis
X1Vth's time, it was the cuttom to bribe the minitters
with the money of France; but now the crown of
France bribes them with the money of Engiand. The
burthens under which the people groan, the taxes
which they pay, bribe the miniftry to concur with all
the views ot Franceé; the deftru&ion of our power in
America; the lofs of our iflandsin the Weft-Indics ;
the arming Englitamen againft Englithmen in America;
and the arming Engiithmen againft Dutchmen, their
only natural ailies in Europe. Thus has the crown of
France been gratified in all its withes ; it has feen the
dominion of England annihilated in America; it has
de‘t})oiled her ot her mott valuable iflands in the Weft-
Indies. And to crown all, the link of proteftant con.
federacy in- Europe has been {evered by our war with
the Dutch. His duty asa member of parliament, his
anxiety for the liberties of his country, and bis atten.
tion to the interelt of his confituents, to whom he
owed every gratetul acknowledgment, called for his
moft firenuous exertions; and he pledged himfelf ever
to be devoted to preferve his country's rights and liver-
ties inviolate, Hk:ucommcnded to them to think on
the unhappy contequences of a late petition, which had
nearly invoived this mctropoiis in deftru@ion. He
cautioned them to bebave with decency, propriety, and
firmnef(s, but to avoid every kind of exceis ; and he
expisined to them that finnne(s which their prefent
fituation requued. Tleir petition, ke faid, fhould be
couduéted with a proper decorum in its way to the
throge; he made no doubt but his majefy would te.
ceive, -and lend a graciols ear to their remonfrance.
A prince who owed his title to the crown, to that right
which his peopie have of granting it1 a prince who
reigns over a frec people, a prince ot the houle of Brunf-
wick, under whote iliuftiious tamily &ngland arrived to
the greateft pitch ot glory; and who knows, and muft
feel this power to be inherent ia his people, will never
refufe to hear their complaints in a petition urged
with coolnels, a remonttrance offered with decency, and
an- addre(s breathing at once the temper and fpirit of
his people. It would be unjuit in him, as a fubjed, to
fuppofe Kis majefly would refufe their petition, deny
their addrefs, or negle& their remonftrance, If, how.
ever, it thould (e happen, which he_did not believe te
be pofkbie, it hecame their duty ta reiterate, nor to
ceale antil they effc&ed their purpofe.

The behaviour of the affembly was remarkably quiet,
end the whole bufinefs of the meeting was carried on
with a decency highly honourable to fo numerous an
aflembly. = )
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ExtraZ of & latter frem Minifnk, dated April 7.

¢ This moment we received the difagreeable intelli-
gence that the favages killed a-family of the Smiths
yefterday about twelve o'clock, on the Pennfylvania
fide of the riyer, about twelve miles below this place—
it is faid that'the whole family, both parents, children

" and workmen were all fcalped together.,” _ . _ .

Lak Friday a captain Hurdy, who was taken by the
refugees in the block-houte at Tom's river, as Jately
mentioned in this paper, was brought on fhore, near
Squan, by a party of the murderers, and hung. His
will was found iy his pocket, and a paper purporting
the occafion of their executing him, which was, in re-
taliation for arefugee, who, being under guard, at-
tempting to make his efcape, our people had thot.

Aroufe, counirymen| and fufter not this black aft
to pafs with Tmpunity ; “but let full atonement for his
}apleﬁ life be made on thofe hell hounds we have in
our poflefRon. :

Since our laft a fleet of forty odd fail of veffels, with
fome treops oh board, mottly invalids and officers, ar«
rived at New-York from Charles-town,

PHILADELPHIA, 4ris;.

A gentleman from Elizabsth tewn informs us, that
the celebrated captain Hylar, of New-Brunfwick, with .
in thele few days paft, in an open boat, boarded and
taok a_large “cutter lying near Sandy.Hook, almoft
ready for fea, in fight of the Lion map of war of 64
guns. This veflel mounted twelve 13 pounders, and
N commanded by one vy‘hne, formerly of this city,

Tk v

Hylar, which add to ¥fis reputation, and command the
¢fteem ot his countrymen,
The following paragraph is taken from a Bofton
Eaper, dated the 11th inftant; ¢ saturday latt arrived
ere, after a pafflage of nine weeks and taree days, frum
Holiand, the brig Fire-Brand, captain Trowbridge—By
her we have an aceount, that Holland has entered into
an alliance with France, loan'd her five millions of
florins on account of the United States of America
and that France have sngaged to convoy the Dutch
tradey that they may prot_egl theif own coafts,””
A NNAPOTLI S, May 3.
To the PEOPLE of MARYLAND.
E have many caufes of complaint azainft ou,
»& Whether you will grant us r:drefs. gr nor,yre-
mains with yourftlves Mokt of you, from your own
knowledge of our fituation, can judge of thejuttice or
injutice of our allegations. The injured, certainly
have a right to complain, -even againft a whole ftate,
provided it is done in decent language, We are not
verfed in the fublime, but we are friends to truth, We
will proceed in our narrative. You have taken from
us our horfes, our cattle, und many other things for
thie public ufe. ‘L'his we did not complain of hecaufe
the goud of our country required it, and we expected
to be paid full jrice. But when we a piy-tor payment,
you give vus fcarceiy one half, and teﬁ us“that we muft
accept of that halfin full of all demands. Some cf us
owe you for public property purchafed, and we alway e
thought, that ¢ difcount was good pay,” wut fo it is,
when we have received a fort of money of you at
par with {pecie, and uffer to pay you the debts that we
owe; you refufe to take it, unleis at half the fum you
charge us for it,  some of us have been foldiers j» your
fervice, and you have paid us little or nothing. Others
have ferved you as civil officers, tor wbich you promifed
us certain wages, but you have often paid us one nalf
in lieu of the whole, and fometimes lefs, We kriow
ou are poor, but that ought not to prevent you from
¢ing honeft,  We are willing to give you as long cre-
dit, for any thing that you owe as, ‘as the natare of ~
your circumftances and our fituation will admit of, but
we cannot agree to lofe half our cliims, unlefs you de-
clare yourfelves bankrupt, and are never able to pay us,
We wiil atk you you a few quegtions. I it necefflary in
carrying on a war to have officers and foldiers? is it
neceflary for carrying on your civil government, to
have a governor, ‘counfellors, and other officers? You
an(wer _yes. Can you find men enough of great for-
tunes among you, and who are good whigs, qualified to
fiil every offiCe in the ftate, Xnd who will accept of the
appointments? We think you will anfiwer.no, Is it
poffiole for.men of fmall fortunes (otherwife well quali-
fied to ferve you) to continue ir your fervice ‘upon half
wages 14 The anfwer nced not G¢ mensiondd. If you
ak what can we do motethan we have done? Attend,
and we will give our opinion. If you have- more
offices in the civil department than a;: abfolutely necef-
fary for condu&ting ‘yuurpublic affairs, fet about a re-
formation in your form of rnment immediately,
aiid abolith every-one that is u deceflary.  Such ofices
as you cannot do Without, £ll up with your beft citia
aens of known abilities and induftry, and let their fala-
ries be affured to them in fuch manner that they cannot
lofe any thing by your mode of payment. ‘This will
enable and induce them to devote their whole time to
your fervice, Conyince the world that you are deter.
mintd to do fri& juftice, and your delays in payment
of your debts for want of the means, will not be cum-
plained of, The honef creditor, will never wifh to
diftrefs the honeft debtor.” Should a merchant contra
with any of you for the purchafe of any-part of your
/CTops at a certain price, and afterwards pay you ona
balt, and’infift on a receipt in full, and from fome law
afterwards made in his favour, you could not recover
H3fY;"WETId you not reproBate his conduct, and never
truft him again? Certainly, What is right with re.
fpe& to contradts between individua's, is certainly right
with refpect to public contraés, and ought to be ad-
bered toin one cafe, as firictly as in the other, Delay
not to provide for your officers and {g)diers. Pay them
as much of their wages, as your diftreffed circmtla ces
will poflibly admit of. Strain every nerve in ordetity
exceed their expeftation, and what you can-e’t’"gi?-;
eff.

. immediately, fecure to them in fuch mannet that ¢

may fee plainly, you mean to do them jukice This
will give fatistaltion, and they will go through the
arduous tafk they bave undertaken, with pleafure,
when they are convinced you have donc all in your
power for them. At preient our mot fincere withes
are, to fee public credit reftored, but we are convinced
that it will never happen while daily a&ts of fraud and
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