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A Lirrir to the ROMAN Cavrotrics of the City of
WorcesTer, &c Continued,

mmOR will the colours of this picture, hide-
x ous as they are, reflett any odium upon
o) N you in the eyes of your fellow-fubjets.
X From my own obfervation [ am happy to
te ¥ 3¢ affure them, that the Roman church in
ths, as well as in many other particulars, is daily un-
dergoing 3 filent reformation. The dark monfters of

(fecution and bigotry are retreating gradually “etore
tze light of genuine religion and philofophy. Mankind
begins tO blufh, that near fiftesn centuries have been
peceffary to convince them, that humanity and tolera-
tion are effential branches of the religion ot Jefus. A-
mong you, few are apprifed of the milchiefs, with
which the tenet, 1 am fpeaking of, is pregnant. The
more enlightened reject, or explain it away. Even the
20ft orthodox give it fo faint an affent, that except a-
nong a few of unulual ignorance and bigotry, its in-
duence is but trifling upon the harmony o fociety.

1 he abfurdity ang uncharitablenefs of believing with
{ke affent ¢f raith, that the members of no ebrifian
caurch, but our own can be faved, is, therefore, to inc
quite palpable and evident. Y=t no founer do reafon
and religion fap the foundatioas of this maiter-error,
than the fabric raifed upon it muit totter and tall.
Even the boafted infallibiiity ot a living authority is no
more. when falvation is ailowed to chrittians who reject
fuch a privilege.  For, whoever admits this au honty,
as an undoubted article of chriftian religion, mufl re-
ceffarily pronounce condemnation upon thofc, who
wilinlly reje@ it To arefufe paffing fuch a tentence
amounts to a tacit renunciation* ot the authority itfelf,
But in this, as in many other inftances, it 1s happy tor
nankind, that confittency @E opinion is not atways to
ie tound. {he uncurrupt%‘zelings of the human
Jeart wi.l frequently fet coniequences at defiance. while
neir pernicious principles are deemed ia red, andare
=fragable. T'h's muft always be the cale witn the hu.
nane, and virtuous, who grounu their behic: upon
authority aione; who feldom enquire into the reiations,
which the feveral branches of a fyitem bear to each
other; or who, though qualifizd by nature and e uca-
tion, efteem it an impiety to think tor th=mfeives, or to
harbour the lcagt fu'picion concerning notions, which
they have been taught niom their inrancy to regard as
intallibe,

For my own part, o fooner had I relinquithed this
unwanantable tenet, th:n dounts hegan to arife con.
cerning fome others, with which it 1s fo nearly con-
nected, I experience. very finguar fatisfaction in re-
{arding my protett.nt vrethren as feilow traveliers in
he fame rcad to happinets as entitled to the fame grace
a1d benefits of redemption with myfelf. In proportion
ai the Jead weight ot authority was removed, the mind
recovered its natural fpring and energy and indulged
ifelf in the warm feelings of expanded bencvolence,
which had hitherto been chilled -by e rly infufions of
bigotry. To trace each religious truth to it- genuine
fources of reafon and revelation, | confidered as the
mot noble and imiortant employment, that can pot-
fibly occupy the faculties of man. I )

Scarcely, however, had 1 entered upen this glorious
tafk, when [ feit the whole force of Solomon’s ob!er-
vaton: tn.t % he, who increafeth witlom, increatsth
forrow.” [ forefaw the dificuities to which this un-
d_:rnk:ng would expofe me, 1 knew, that to feek ree
ligivus information in the writings of proteftan’s, was
10 incur the fevereft cenfures ot the church 1 beiorged
to (/). I was perfuaded, that from fuch an enquﬂ'z
doubts would naturally arile. that might deftroy the tex<
ture of my former beliefs and that 1 was bringing upon
myfelf aferies ot long and paintul conﬂié}s‘b:twecn
antient habits of thinking, and future conviction. As
1 was determined to acquicice ultimately 1n the autho.
rity of revelation, the light of reaton, and the diétares
of confcience, 1 anticipated in my mind the various
difgreeable, and diftrefstul fenfationt, which a dere-
li&ion of tormer principles would unavoidably occafion,
The lofs of reputation with a refpectable fct of people,
who from calling me friend, would ftile me an apoflate,
the imputation of inconftancy ; the fufpicions attending
‘the very name of copvert, which with tome ot_all partics
isbecome a term of geproach ; the mortification, afflic-
tion, and perhaps averfion of kind, ani tender rela-
tions, who ufed to regard me as doing fome credit to
my connefions; pity from the benevolent, and abufe
from the zealous were the certain confequences of a
change in my principles. To a mind not callous to
the importance of a good name, to the endc:rmcms.of
friendfhip, to the ag‘e&iom of confanguinity, and dif-
claiming any pretenfions to the apathy of a ftoic, fuch

. bitter refle@ions could by no means be indifferent. A

dreary profpeft opening at the fame time from a dif-
ferent quarter, ‘erved not a little to enhance the gloomy
profpeét before me. Held back from my native coun-
try and property by a lung, diftrefsful and iniquitous
war (m), defitute of connetions, to which 1 might

(1) Whoewer reads asy books avritten by Eeratics (or pro-
teflants ) containing berefy, or treating about religion, witbout
permifion of the Laly fee, by axride of the Bulla Caen, ixcurs
excommunication iplo facto. Wbcmo; r:t:;u, p;wrx crr
defends them is [ubjed to the fame difmal penally. ot rl-
deking theoloéy;’ refolutiojne: pl{aict ad harefim edit.
Antwerp, pag. 147. And every Roman catholic divine.

(m) Thefe fintiments began 10 arife, when there was
little probability of the asiber being able o ratarn 10 bis ma.

look up for affiltance, and with a conftitution, that
promifed but a (I nder fhare of health, 1 could not rea-
fonavly hope for any ficuation in hfe equally eligible
with that, which i might determine to relinquith. A
decent ap,cintment, a comfortable houfe in 2 beautiful
and elegint city, and a pientitul table with a viituous
difinteretted coileague, were advantages, which 1 couiu
hardiy mect with elfewhere, Neither ambition, ava-
rice, or pleafure covld have any charms for me. The
humble walk of a Roman catholic miflionary, and the
indigent obfcurity utually attending his vocation in
England, had taught me (arly in lite to contrat my ex
peétations within very narrow limits. Noopeniny cither
to dignities or affluence could make any change, at this
time, on the temper of my mind. Nor could I be in-
fluenced in any degree by the allurements of pleafure.
However | might depart trom the principles of iny be-
lief, the code of my morality was o remain always the
fame. No enquiry can alter the cternal laws or virtue;
no fophiftry can juftify the cravings of vice. 1f any
fhould fay, (and I expet it wi.l be {aid,) that I was
tired of tie law, which obliged me to live fingle, and
was willing to unite myfelf to a more indulgent com-
munity, I can oniy refer fuch declaimers to the little-
nefs ot their own minds, where, perhaps, they will
difcover the ungenerous fource of fo illiberal a reflec-
tion. 1 make no (cruple, inuced, here pubiicly to ac-
knowledge, that for fome time back, 1 have confidered
the law ot cenbacy as a cruel ufurpation of the una s
emab.e rights or nature, as unwarrantab.e in its princi-
ple, inadequate to its objeét and dr-adful in its con-
fequences  The various miichiers anifing froin it muft
be obvious to every man, wno will allow himielf to re-
flect difpaffionately upon this very abfurd, an. tyian-
wical inftitution (s). r.ad this, however. bzen the
only exceptionavle injunét:on of your ch .h, 1 think
I can declars before the G 'd, who is to ju gens, that
as ! fh-uld have tound it iny intereft, iS¢ thoulu have
thought 1t my uuty notto abandon her .ommunion
No action of my lite ever autnorifed you to tuipeét,
that any gratifica.ion wharcver couid 1m ute ¢ to part
deliveratcly with my pea.e of minu, my honour snd
my confcience. How cir.umitances may dete. mine mie
to a in this particular, 18 vory uncertain at preient,
T his however is evident, that wh:n a ert n witnuraws
himutelf pub icty from an, fociety, the difciphin. of that
fociety muft cea'e to be binding. ’ ’

Withheld by cthe cifficuities wlich L have mentioned
on the one hand, urged on by the irresiftible torce of
tiuth on the other, | remain-a tor fome time in a flate
ot wretch=d, though, | confide, not guilty futpenie.
To nt down contented with th. faith of the p.or col-
lier, 10 highly appreciated by Roman catholic afcetics,
and by Beliarmin bimfeif (o) ; who, when queftioned
about his creed, anfwered, ‘¢ that he beiieved what the
chu.ch believed anc. that the church believed what he
believed,” appe.red fuch an infult upon reafon, that |
couid by no means digeft it. 1f a man’'s beiiet be nct
rational; it he fubmit to human authority without
weighing, or undertanding the dotrines which_ it 1n-
cutcates, this beiicf is not Saith, 1tis creduiity 5 it 1§
weaknefs. With equal merit might he be a jew, a mu-
felman, or an idoiater, as each of thefe grounds his
principles upon authority, whoie decrees he deems fa-
cred, whilft ne neglects to examine them.

Convinced, at length, that in my circamfiances (p)
enquiry was become a duty, daily matter ipringing up

tive country in North- America, wbere bis awkole properly
lies.” He was fent to kurope woben very Joung, axd afser

" pafirg through fome years of Wery rigia ditcipline in a fo-

reign academy, Jecluted from Jeciety, and debarred Jr.m
every [pecies of information, that coult make Lim acquainted
'wit?tmf:g/; or the avorld, be was .mduad to tuke orders
amzng @ body of men equaiiy difiinguifbed’by their eminence
and their fall. Wbhatever afperfions, they may
ambilien, cr avarice, tbe firft ratfea very few of tkem 10 @
ny dignities in ke cburch, mer was the jecud'dxu'ﬂ:d in
procuring the delicacies, that pamper the boly indolence of
many other conventuals. Técj:an? revenues of their ¢fia-
blifbments bave been difcovered; 1he pLantom of thair ima-
ginary treafures i3 no more, and their bitterefi enemies bave
wever impeacked tbe purity of their morals.  Cut off by tbe
power, in defence of avhich they auere ever prodigai of thasr
iabours, and their blood, they fell pitied by mam awho ab-
borred the objed of their zeal; and mufl be co
as an additiona. monument of 1ke ingratitude an |
Rome. Underthe eye of the pretanaed fatber o the taitbful,
they awereoppreged by calumny, and fiript of t*ei7 poffeffions,
witheut being ailenved to appeal to the tribunal of the public,
or the lanws of thewr country. The bull, thas prenounced the
Supprelion of their arder, forbids them or their friendi, us-
der pain of excommaunication, 1o utter or write & [llabie 1n
skeir defence. Such is the tender merq), and juflice of a
cburch, which fiiles berfelf tbe holy mother, and mifirefs
of all etbers. The bumane reader will excuft this flender
tribute of gratitude, avbich the autkor pays 10 the memety of
an unfortunate [ociety; in which be received the firfi laffons
of virtue, and principles of religion. Tbe firfl, ke trafls, be
Jhaul mever forget s although conviBlion ebliges bim 10 aban-
dow Joms of the latter. ] g
(n) The curions. readerawill fixd 1his fubjedd treated awith
much impartiality and erudition, in an Eflay on the law of
" celibacy, &c. pruted at Wercefier in 1781, and fold by
Rivingten and Bew, Lenton,
(o) D¢ arte bene moriendi, Lib. 3. cap. 9. .
(r) They, whom neither education, ner abilities, mor
Lijure, qualify 1o enter upen Jucb enguiries, muft rely prin-

lie under of but only declare him to be bound, or lootene:! :

for doubting of former notions, perfuaded that co'd and
negative afint was infincere, and nugatory, and confi-
dent, that the grace ot God would accompany an at-
tentive, and upright purfuit after truth, 1 determined
refolutely to aifcard ail inferior confiderations, and to
be influenced folely by the refult of my refearches.

With this view, 1 bad immediate recourfe to the
fountains of information, which the bounty of provi.
dence has laid open to man. 1 read, I ftudied, I pon-
dered the old and . ew teftament with unrem tting ate
tention. In the latter it was ealy to difcover the great
fundamantal, and neceffary doétrines of the chrittian dif-
pentation, In both there appeared a perfeét cade of
morality calculated to rend-r us virtuous and happy.
But I could find in ncither the difcriminating dofrines of
the Roman (hurch. |

After the volumes that have been written by protefts
ant divines to thew the flencer claim of thefe . oétrines
to fo facred an origin, it would be uieleis to dwei. an
longer upon the fubjctt. it is, befides, a matter of 10
extenfive a nature, that :t would cairy e nfinite,y oee
yond the limits of this fhort addreis. It would pluage
me hcadlong into the ocean of controverfy, which, a. I
ftated above, it is my with to avoid. Moicover, it muft
be oovious to every man, who is but moderately ac-
quainted with Roman cathoiic polemics, that proteitant
writers have thrown away much erudition and ingenui-
ty, in retuting pieienfions, which were never clainied
by their moft learned opponents=—I 1ay the moit ce.ce
brated controveitifts of the Ro:.an church acknowledge,
that fome ot her effentiai tenets are not to be tound a¢
all in the fcriptures, or are delivered in them with , reat
oblcurity. 1 his, perhaps, is a faét which you never
fufpeéted; I beg icave, therefore, to initance it briefly
in a few partirua:s,

Tranjubfiantiation, or ¢ the converfion of the w.ole
furftance ot bieau into the body. and ot the whoie fub-
ftance of wine in o the niood 01' ] fus Chrift, s an efs
fential articie of the kon.an catnolic religion. But is
this article clearly and cvidently delivered in any pai-
fage of the bihle? Hear wh.t your own moit cminent
dodtors h.ve written upon the iurjets ¢ 3cotus iays,
that there 1s no text of the cripture fo explicit, 4s “vVie
dently to ciaim - ur afi nt 1o traniubftan- on, without
the Jecifion of the chorchj and this is not at ail im-
probable: for althuugh furipture may appear to us fo
evident, as to command the ceiet of a difpafliorate
man, yet it may be reaf naviy dounvted whether 1t ve
Join reality. fin ¢ men ot the greatelt learning and pene-
tration, amung whom §: otus is eminent.y confpicuous,
have thought otherw.te (g)." Tue clegant and .ea.ued
Melchior Canus, bifhop ot the Canaiies, mentioring
¢ feveral particulars belonging to tarth, which are not

expreflly deiivered in the icriptures,” wnitar.ces amo g
others, ¢ the change of the bread and wine 1nto the
body and biood of Chrift (r)."” Alpronius ce Cattio,
an orthodox and mighty naiae in ‘cho‘attic theolony,
has the fe remarkabie words ; ¢ Indu.ge: c.es a-e not to
be defpifed, becaule the ufe of themn was jatey 'ntro-
duced into the church,  Many things i-e known to the
moderns, of which ansient awriters were toa‘ty 1n. ant,
Por in old axthers, there is fe.dom any meari n made of
the trantubfantiati.n of the bread into the budy cf
Chritt (s).”

since the decifion of the council ot Trent, it is he-
come an articie ot your faith, ¢ thata prieft lias pewer
to forgive fins.” But Pcter Lombard, the tamous maf~
ter of the fentences, the Newton, the Ariftotle of 1cholaf-
tic divines, w.s .0 far trom difcovering this prerogative
in the fcriptures, that he rejeéts it at large, and 18 1up.
ported in his opinion by almott all the antient fcrool-
men of his time ¢¢). Their dodrine is thus compens
dioufly d:iivered by Cardinal Hugo, who lived at that
period : ¢¢ 4 he pricft cannot bind. or loofen the finner
avith or from the bond of the fault, or the punbment,
as the
Levitical prictt did not infeét, or cleanle the leper, but
only declared him infeCted or ciean (u)."”

You will not, I prefume queftion the authority of
Fither, the famous bithop of Rocbefter. who fealed w'th
his blood the doétrines he protefled. Hear now faintiy
he difcovers the revelation ot purgatory in tie {« p-
tures. ¢ As it is neceflary, fays he, that the doétnine

cipally on the autberity of: tkeir teackers. ¢ Turbam ncm

red by ali, imtelugendi-vivacias. fed credenda fimplicitas tutifimam
d tyraxny of facit.” S. £.ug. contra epit Tund. I beg leave 10

tranferibe in this piace ibe rule, awkick the prefent earn d
and picus bybep o Cbefar lays down jor the bouer Jort of
people. ¢ 1t eack mar, fays te, improve bis owsn ju.g-
ment, and increafe bis oewa tnowledge us much as be cans
and be tuly ajured, that God aid expel no more. In
matters jor wlich be mufi relv ox autkority, let bim trufd
thofe, awhe by enceuraging 'ret enqairy appear to iave
truth, ratker than fuch. as by requiring @/ steird brs es
to be implicitly obeyed, fecmm confeious  trar they auiki nct
bear 1o be freels tried But mever 't bim projer am c1i-
tharity to that, which is the bigheft autbority tke awriiten
avordof Gea  This, therafore, (et us all careyutly fludy. xd
not doubt, but that whatever teings in it are necelf + y 1o >¢
belsewed, are eafy to be underfirod. ! his et us relyon, .rd
trufl 0 s truth, when it declares itjuy ** avle to mak. us
« ‘auife unto falvation, perjedy and thoroughly yurn fb-d
6 ynto ad good auorks.” s [im. xill. 176 nriet onta-
tati 'n at the errors of the church of Rome. 1733,

(y) Belarm de Euch. I. 3. cap. 23

(r) Loc. commux. hb 3. fuma. 3.

(1) 135, 4 Jentent, difi 8. 0. fo

(1) Vicat ndulz.
(¥) am Mistid. 16,
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