D.

- 1784.
me in the
an named
&t Calvert,
e fect feur
canng ap.
o that her
y (hullings
mi es ity
eward, 0.
chargesaf

JLDER.

ARD.
O Dy
in Anne.
negro maa
ches high,
his mouih
minent, ha
ot from
npotthume,
0 and to.k
wng which
¢ wantcoaty
hoes, woite
t, nanseea
nd trouizrs,
e has Dees
aiy lattatg
1 nave "eeq
& 2..5;:d 1
0 pais tora
= jard pnecrs

fitcated ¢
' miles fren
restcleateds
sducing fise
A= improvs.
Ling noufe,
noufes, &z
¢ other fron
nore may b
re many ads
10us to mea.
» to markey,
feafon thes

b5, oyfes,

a number of

le houte fer. @
r the roader f

> fubferiber,
'HOMAS.

v o5y 1785,
ricns woati-
yartnerthip of
e wubfcriben,
¢ requefted i
or before tte
5 turther ise
> net compy
e, may de.
m, to compl

TLLIAMS.

13 1784

ing in B:'t’t-
s from Ba:l
that piace 9
I3 upyar;h cf
Louy i NG
with a g2
oufes; Pj
ress; a goos
he fithe, and
- a litele troe-
is very god
rming ; thert
und, and toat
ige drawn c3
yment, Cre
, and a great
it he paysis
view the pres
g to Mr. Bur-
ns of fale will
er, nhear At-

MAN, jun.

23y 1784
} the eitateof
t this couat]s

egally proved
ing::bltd asto

ke x?:du-'

niniftrators.

IFRRET
Jes=Stretts

.2 \. v‘ J . .

[

\
- 4 ' .

SR

(XLth Y_ELAE') |

MARTLAND GAZETTE

00900 GH0EILTHONTIVLIOIOVEVVOTGOLVIO VVROBGLVTRHFIIVOVIORGIGIAL AR

e

»
R T
X

-

6005 0EDI0000R0B0GACIIVICVFIIIN HIVVVVVRVLIVIGIVILOTVEDS BBCCH TS

By the HOUSE of DELEGATES;
» . January B, 1785,
RESOLVED,.
H A T it is the opinion bf this houfe,
“that ghe happinefs of the people, and
the @cod order and prefervation of
3% 34 civil government, depend upon mo-
rality, religion, and piety 5 and that thefe can-
I not be generally diffufed through a communiry,
but by the public worfhip of Almxghty God. .
ResoLveDp, That it is the opinion of this
boufe, that it is highly neceflary, and the in-
Hdifpenfable duty of the legiflature of this ftate,
4o difcourage vice and immorality, to enact a
aw for the fupport and encouragement of the
chriftian religion, as the teft means of mani-
fting our gratitude to God for his paft mercies
{tnd deliverances, and procuring his bleffing and
faivour upon all our future cndeavours, for the
Ihonour, profperity, and hzppinefs of this coun-

n7il:soi.v:b, That it is the opinion of this
houfe, that agrezably to the conflitution and
Hform of government, it is proper for the general
afembly to lay a general and cqual tax on all
be citizens of this ftate, of all denominations
of chriftians (as far as their prefent circum
gances will permit), for the (upport of the mi-
hifters of the gofpel of all focieties of chriflians
ithin this ftate, without any preference or dif-
.inltion.
By order,
W. HARWOOD, Cik.

An ADDRESS of the House of Dese-
‘gates of MARYLAND to their CoNsTiTU-
ENTS. g
THE Refolves hereunto prefixed are the

foundation of ‘a i highly ‘interefting both to

your temporal and everla ing concerns, which
we bave erdered 'to be publifhed, for your con-
gdcration ; and we wifh to draw your mcit fe-

Yous attention, not only to its ferm and fub-

ence, but to its principles and probable operation,

The houfe of delegates, your immediate re-
Iprefentatives in general affembly, have not en-

Mtered haftily upon this great bufinefs. They

Mve long beheld a growing indifference to re-

lizion and things facred, very alarming to the

interefts of morality, peacs and good order in
fcicty, They found themfelves called upon,
ia their legiflative capacify, not only by the
wournful voice of Religien herfelf, but by the
wice of the conflitution, and numercus peti-
tions from omr conftituents ; all which was ftill
forther enforced, in the moft ‘powerful manner,
by an cddrefs- of the governor and council (in
the month of May feventeen hundred and eigh-
ty-three) in the following pathetic words: ¢¢ It
is far from our intentions to embarrals your de-
liberations with a varicty of obje@s; but we
caonot pafs cver matters of fo high concern-
ment as religisn and Jearning.  The fufferings of
the miniflers of the gofpel of all “denominations
during the war, have been very confiderable ;
and the - perfeverance and firmnefs cf thofe who
difcharged their facred fundions, under many
difcouraging circumftances, claim our acknow-
ledgments and thanks. The Bill of Rights and

orm of Government. recognife the principle of
publie fuppert for the miniflers of ibhe golpel, and
afcertain the” mode. - ully ‘
the blefings of government, -and the welfare
and- happinefs- of our citizens, and thoroughly
convinced of the powerful influence of religion,
when diffufed its refpeable teachers, we
begleave moft “(crioufly and wermly to tecom-
mend, among the firft obje&s of your attention,
 the return of peace, the making :fuck provifien,

{3 the conftitution, in this:cafe, aunthorifes and

'PPvati'." S 2 H‘”.‘."
Being called upan,, in this folema minner, to

muﬁpef_ the 'higmnccmnimh of . religian and

ttention, upon'the happy: retutn of peaces; fome
‘“n-':'{!ivvi. vlfion: hath et accordicgly made
for thie tatter of thefe ‘(namely. Larning) by the
foundation ‘of twe callegis (viz. onc upon cach

3,

Anxioully folicitous . for.

karning; a3 one -of the firft objeds of legiflative |
v ke (o 52 ok g . nifhments.. - What the celebrated commentator

;‘.f Gy

on fuch liberal principles as (it is hoped) will
merit a continuance of the public approbation,
and be produ&ive of the moﬁplaﬁing advantages
to our pofterity. .

The bill (herewith publifhed) is intended to
make the beft provifion in the power of the le-
giflature, for the former of thc(gcgrcat concern-
ments, namely the fupport and advancement of
religion among all denominations of chriftfans,
without preference or diftin&ion, as i8 fet forth
in the refolations prefixed, which contain princi-
ples (o univerfally received, that it cannot be
fuppofed they will meet with a diffenting voice
amonz mankind, if confidered by themfelves,
without any other view, than as conducive to
the general happinefs of fociety.

T hat refigicn hath the moft powerful influence
upon manners, and hath been more or lefs inter-
woven with the very frame and texture of every
avil government upon carth, needs but little
proof. iy | 4 p

The favages of the wildernefs around us can
bear teltimeny to this truth; and thesancient
Remans, the wifeft and the greateft of the na-
tions, uncnlightened by immediate revelation,
owed more of their grandeur to their religious in-
Situtions, than either to their ftrength or ftrata-
gem.  Religion pervaded their whole {yftem of
laws ; its precepts regulated their condu@ in
peace and wer; ond M 2t any time, in the dire
extremity of affairs, the fofety of the cemmonweaith,
their fupreme law, required the leaft deviation
from the /aws of religion, yet ftill they paid a
firict regard to its external fan&ions and appear-
ances, and threw a veil over the flatues of their
geds, to perfuade the people, that the gods did
cither not fee, or (for that time) would consive
or difpenfe with the great and neceflary, al-
though (otherwife) facrilegious, a&ion !

If we come to revelaticn, the government of
the Frws under the Old Teftament was wholly
a theecragy, or government of religion, inftituted by
God himtelf as their fupreme lawgrver 5 and their
empire- was great and flourithing, or miferable
and -deprefled, as they obeyed or forfock his
holy laws:. And as to the New Teffament, where
thail we find a fyftem of religion which con-
duces (o effcually to the goac order, peace and
happinefs of focicty, as the religion of Chrifi?
Whatfaever things are honeft, pure, Jovely, and
of gead repert, are caforced by it, under the fa-
crod fan&ion of evesrlafting rewards and punifhe
ments.

{f we cotne to our own fituation in America,
and recal to memory the many arduous conteits
of the late war, while we were laying the foun-
dations of our-prefent liberty and happinefs;
religion, both im belief and pra&ice, was con-
fidered as our principal fupport and ftay. How
frequent were our appeals to Heaven for the juf-
tice of our caufe? How many our days of fat-
ing and prayer, to implore the Divine prote&ion
on the ﬁxcccfs of pur arms? And how many
our days of thankfgiving for mercies received?
By all which, religion was, at leaft, acknow-
ledged in: our matzonal councils, as hdving the
moft powerful influence on the minds of men,
in order to lead them to a fenfe of daty, and the
faithful difcharge of it as good citizens.

The right and duty of the legiflative or fu-
preme power to interpofe in matters of religion,
fo far as concerns the general peace and welfare
of the community, and ¢¢ to make fuitable pro-
vifion, at the public expeace, for the inftitution
of the public worfhip of God,” are fully ac-
knowledged and recoghifed under the American
revolution. : '

By the conftitution of this tate, no man can
hold any office of profit-or truft, without pro-
fefing and declaring *¢ his belicfin the chriftian
religion.” "Government can bave no confidence
in that man whe'is'under no religious tie, and
who belicves. neither Heaven nor hell, ‘or, in
other words, a futura ftate of rewards and pu-

on the law: of England delivers on this (ubje&,
deferves the moft {erious attention, - R
* The prefervation of cbriflianily, as a national

Bore) conne@ed tegether, as:one anivafity; up- v religies, iz (abfiraed frec its o\'vn%x;ninﬁc'

truth) of the utmoft corfequence to the civil
ftate, which a fingle inftance will fufficiently
demonftrate. The belicf of a future ftate of re-
wards and ‘punifhments, the entertaining juft
ideas of the moral attributes of the fupreme. Be-
ing, and a firm perfuafion’ that he fuperintencs,
and will finally compenfate, every adlion of hu-
man life, (all which are clearly revealed in the
do&rines, and forcibly inculcated bty tne pre=
cepts, of our Saviour Chrift), are the grand
foundation of all judicial caths, which cail God
to witnefs the truth of thofe fafls, whicn per-
haps may be only known to him and the party
attefting ; all moral evidence, therefore, all con-
fidence in human veracity, muft be weakened
by irreligion, and ovetthrown by infidelity.”

Upon the whole, fnce relfgion has fuch an
intimate connexion with government, and is ‘o
conducive to the happincts of mankind in this
wotld, as well as their beft preparation for the
happinefs of the world to come, we cannot but
confider it as the indifpenfable duty of every
wife and virtuous legiflature, to make the mott
carly and permanent provifion for the admini-
ftration and fupport of both.

We have now ftared the principlis of the bill,
and our motives for vringing it before you at
this time. The fubjet is of the utmoft magni-
tude, and it is your duty to weigh it with the
§reatcﬁ deliberation and temper, It requires no

cpth of learaing, nor arny other excrtion than
that of a common underftanding, love to your
country, and chriftian forbearanve, onc with
another.

In confidering it therefore you will remember,
that in religion, as weil as government, the labsurer
is worthy of bis birey that the min Bes o the
gofpel among us, for the ‘future, muit chizfy
be our owan natives ; toat their prof ficn wili cea
prive them, for the moft part, of auy aiher
means of getting a livelihcod, or provicing for
their families ; that they ought to se rnlucy w.th
confiderable learning and xnow.elye to -e re-
{pe@able and ufeful 1a their facred Eaiinn; mand
that without a competent fupport in proipect,
few men wiil put themfelves tn the exp-nie ot a
liberal education for the mimitry ; and the dj-
charge of its (acred funétions will b: left chicfly
to thole, whofe ignorance wouid render rem
improper even to be entrufted with any of ou¢
worldiy affairs.

Objeitions will probably be made to the pro-
pofed mode of fupporting the miniftry. It may
be called a ¢ poll tax, and yielding periial fa-
vours, to raife one denomination of chr.itians
above others, contrary to the Decclaration of
Rights.” But let fuch objeétions be well
weighed before they lead you ta any injurious
fufpictons of the integrity of your reprefenta«
tives. Let it be confidered, whether they come
from the triends or enemies to the general prin-
ciples of the bill—thofe who wifh for any lcg.l
fupport to the minifters of religion, or thoic
who profe(s themfelves oppoled to it,

Confider the whole frame and (pirit of :ha.
bill. It declares the moft perfeét equality y and
if your reprefentatives were fo weak or wicked
as to delign any thing contrary to the confti-
tution, they are at leatt wilc enough to know
that the a& would be au!l and weid in iuieif,

A poll tax, fuch as was levied under the old
conflitution (where the exgence of goverament
was net fupported in progortion to pro;<rty and
the benefits to be derived, bu: by the head) is
juftly declared grievous and epprefive by the Lilk
of Rights. ‘

The inftrudion to be given to all mren, from
the Word of (Gad, is cqually important, to the
rich and poor; and the fouis ot both are ahike
precious 1 thefr Maker's fight.  Yet ftill, the
rich man will pay in’ proportivn tu the naumber
of bis family and the’ taxables depen:leat upon
hilin, which i juft any reafonable. Neverthelefs
the fum to be paid by every individual, when
thus. borne cquaily by afl, will be fmail indeed
compared.to the burden which now !all§ upoa a

_ few§ while many of the rich and firdid, as weil

as many of lower degree, whofe’ profligate lives
are a reproach ta fociety, efcape wholly fri.
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