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M A D R I D, Fensan 10,

vywed VERY day is now marked with a
%3\}:.‘%1 ¢ new iflride ytownrds improvement and
Y E
o

% civilifation, in which we have tethain-

% %{ ed fo long behind hand with the other
‘o' w ' nations of Europe. New focieties for
fearned or ufeful objeéts are daily eltablithed and
encouraged by §overnmem. The cconomical in
the country called Urgel, has latcly been employed
in fettling the much talked of plan of opening a
canal from Utrgel to Zarragone, and on the mears
¢f bringing a futficient quantity of water to fupply
the inhabitants of the plain of Urgel, where one
hundred and eighty- fix dweliing hoofes and ninety-
fix hamlets are totally ruined and depopulated for
want of water, which is o very fcarce all about the
above country, that the people are obliged to fend
to the river at a great dittance, befides it was proved
that the water thus fetched, ftagnated in the veflels
employed for that ufe, and proved very prejudicial
to the health of the inhabitants, fo far as to occafion
an epidemical diftemper, which has fweeped off a
great aumber of people, and ftill continues to rage
with unabated violence in that part of the king-
dom,

L O N D O N, Arili4.

On Friday laft a backney coachman, in Tooley-
fireet, undertook for a trifling wager, to eat a
bullock’s heart, weighing eight pounds, three
pounds of pctatoss, and a three penny loaf, and
alfo to drink thrce pots of porter, in the fpace of
thres quarters of an hour: he had nearly completed
the bufinefs, when a part of the deaf ear ftuck in his
throat, and notwithitanding affiftance being pro-
cured, he expired in great agony, ia lefs than tea
minutes.

Laft week a gentleman of the navy was married
at Portfmeuth, to alady no lefs diftinguithed for
her beauty, than lately for the number of her ma-
trimoniu] connexions. The happinefs of the honey-
moon was foon, however, interrupted by the ap-
pearance of another lady, who put in a prior claim
to the poffeficn of the bridegrcom. This he could
not cifavow ; but as Portfmouth was never yet known
to difcourage the liberal fwing our honelt tars take
in the gangway to Hymen, though their hamour
fhould even exceed to the latitude of a fultan, no-
thing more than fimply "a feparation of the parties
tock place. But to confole herfelf under the mif-
fortue, the very day after the willowed bride paid
ancther vifit to the connubial fhrine, with a new
lover ; fince which it has been difcovered that this
accomplithed fair une has been married, though no
more than twenty-two, to no lefs than ten different
hufbands, befides thofe ow mcntioned. And what
not a little contributes to the fingularity of this faét
ir, that the twelve hufbands are married to no fewer
than nincty wives colle@ively ! 1!

Extradl of a letter from Verfuilles, April 5.

¢ The fourth inttant Mr. Eden, envoy extraordi-
nary and minifter plenipotentiary from the Pritith
court, had a private audience with his moft chriftian
majefly, during which, he delivered his credentials,
This gentleman was prefented to the kiog, and af-
terwards to the queen and royal familys by Monf,
Tolezan, Nething has yet tianfpived telative to the
commercial treaty. As to the prohjbition of En-
glith goods, it is a mere bugbear. The fhops about
this metropolis, particularly in the Palais Royal are
loaded with cur manafa&ures; which like the Bri-
tith breed of horfes, carry their fuperiority in fpite of
naticnal jealouff. 1 had the curiofity no latsr than
yefletday to inquire of a French fhopkeeper, the
reafon cf a prohibition, which did not feem to af-
fet the dealer? HisRnfwer was, Englifh goods are
prohibited, bat we contrive to get over whatever ar-
ticles we want, at a very trifling additional expeace.
S0 that we may conclude the whole is' French
finefie

4pril 17, There is fcarcely a quarter of the globe
to which miniftry have it not inh view to extend thé
invigorating and enriching itfluencé of cominerce,
The commutation a& reaches to Indoftan. Mr.,
Eden’s fupecior cemmercial faculties arey at this mo-
ment, bufy in France. With the emprefs of the
Ruflias, every pcfible @¢p -is dzily taken. The
Scetch fitheries, and the whale trade, are conftantly
and zealcufly attended to ; and by the plan tobe a-
dopted to prote@ and promots our navigation and
commerce on thé banks of Newfoundland, the fet.
tlers there, and in Nova.Scotia, will eventaally be
esabled to fubfift, not only in comfort, but in 2filu-
cace, Efforts dircfted 10 fuch objecls as thefe, are
traly honourable to thofe: who make them. They
are fach ay promife to be the molt conducive tv na-
tional wealth and felicity, and thersfore well deferve

ki
to be held as matters of the firft and  highst confi-
deration, ; d :
There appears fuch a difpofition in the public to
have the national debt reduced, that if Mr. Pitt had
thought proper to pay off two miilions per annum
inftead of one, itis not improbable but the people
would cheerfully have coniented to load themfelves
.with additional taxes to accomplifh a meafure they
have fo much at heart ; but then thofe taxes muit
have been laid on their luxuries, and pot on arti-

cles which are abfolutely neceffary to their exift-
ence,

Ext(aﬂ cf a letier JSrem the Hague, Aprilio,

¢ The Rates of Holland, in their laft feffion, have
refolved opon the redu¢tion of the new corps of
Mallebois, Hefle Darmftade and Malta; but the
<hiefs of thefe corps, as well as colonel Baron de
Meyern, who much exerted himfelfin the fervice of
the republic, are to come in for the next vacant re-
giments, :

¢ The legion of Count Salm is not to be redeced,
becaufe of having had the unanimous confent of all
the provinces. Lieutenant Geraner, who ferved un-
der colonel Emmerick, duting the civil war in
North-America, and was by that cfiicer recommerd-
ed to Count Salm, has much contributed to render
the legion confpicuous with regard to ftri& difcipline
and exercife after the Prufian manner.

¢¢ The grand commifion, compofed of above fifty
deputies from the different provinces, are actually
met. They have in charge to examine, and to efta-
blith upon a permanent footing, the defence of the
republic by fea and by land; and likewife to fetile
and alcertain the quota, or contribution of each pro-
vioce towards it.

‘¢ Moraud, whofe fentence of death, for haviag
affaulted the magiftrates in paffing the Hadthoudrian
gate, was changed into perpetnal imprifonment, is
treated with much lenity by the gaoler, from which,
and from fome other circumftances, it is conjeCtured,
that farther intereit either is already, or will be
made for kim, and that ke may regain kis liberty in
a fhort time. This man is a French refugee,” fettled
at Kellen, near Emmerick, in the king of Pruffia’s
dominions, from whence he came but lately to re-
fide in this place. He is of abold enthufiaftic fpirit,
and of a fe&t who call themfelves Puritans., His at.
tempt againft the magifirates was calculated to re-
vive the fcenes of De Witt, &c. He is very invete-
rate againft the French on account of the revocation
of the edi®t a Nantes by Lewis XIV. by which his
anceitors {uffered and loft their property.”

Extralt cf a letter frort the Hague, April 8.

¢¢ It is faid that the priace of Heffe Darmftadt,
when he heard that the flates general meant to dif-
charge his brigade, prefented a requeft to their high
mightineffes, expreffing his furprife at their deter-
mination to difmifs his whole brigade, which had
coft him fo much trouble and expence:to raife, and
praying that their high mightineiles would fo order
matters, that at lealt a partof his corps might be
kept dp. The court of France has given this re-
paglic the ftrongeft affurances that the will not look
with an indifferent eye on the interference of any
foreign power whitever in the flate affairs of thefe
provinces ; that the king of Pruffia having always
declared that he wou'd never intérmeddle in the p:i-
vate concerns of this republi¢, there is no reafon to
think he would fiverve from his declaration, but yet
the contrary reports which have been fpread abroad,
and which giin no fmall credit, make it neceffary to
be prepared for any event that may feem likely to
take place.” e ML

ExtraZt of a letter from the Hague,- April v2, ..

_ % They write from Loo, that on the tenth inftant
Rher ferenc highnefs the princefs Louifa cf Orange and
Naffag, in prefence of her auguft relations the ftade.
holder and his confort, made her profeflion of faith
;cq)rding to the forms of the reformed proteftant
“religion in the chapel of the caftle. at Loo, where a
gmeat number of perfons of rank attended on the oc-
cafion, 120 ,

. ** The fifth inftant at nine in the morning, three
fhips buile for the Balt-India company were laanched
at Amfterdam in the fpace of tweaty migutes, The
Sieur Dirk. Van Haarft is the builder f shiele veflels,
which will be called the Admiral Suffrein, the Neer-
lnad Welvaaren, and the Conda.” 4 :
. A correfpondent, on whole veracity we have rea«
fop.to rely, fends the following partzr:gh S

Lak Thurlday a mdn was committed to the new
gaol, Southwark, for a musder. as fingalar for the
flightnefs of the provocation-as it is ctuel in the fat.
The murderer, like many of the prefent day, claim-
ed a right to live on the earnings of qthers, and
{cigning an infiinsity, demanded futfitence of the

. purith of Godlione in Surry s the overfeers, aware

of the artifice,. opdered an examination, fe
Birt, who. refided there, reported thar the claidiknt
of yin‘ﬂx;f‘upport WAL as free. from unfoufidnefs,. s6d
as capable of working for bread as himfelf: Thix -

was the ground of his wrath; and accordingly 2 'few | #

days after, about noon, be embraced the opportuni»
ty of meeting the do&er and his fon (a Boy) when
walkiog together, and with a hand bill in his hand,
he cut the tather on the knes, which brdught ‘him
to the ground § he then cuc off one args, 2nd follow-
ing his blow cleft his fkull ; the child, feized with
terror,  fhrieked and ran away; his cry however
raifed an alarm that produced the villain’s capture 3
when taken, his only regret was that he had not alfo
killed the officers of the parifhe  The cdlamity of
the cataftrophs to the fympathetic mind is fill
heightened by the deceafed baving left a pregnant
Wicow, to whofe exiftence it is feared the froke will
prove fatal, It is not an obfervation foreign to the
cafe, t.hat men who love to live on the indaftry
of their fellow-fubjects, have too much of this
{pirit,

. The minifter may take great credit to himfelf for
his laadable attempt to equalifs the cuftoms, aod
redace the unceceffary places; but the fcheme is by
ho means new. The late Mr. Saxby of the cafoni-
houfe, who has been dead fourteen vears, has fre-
quently mentioned it to our correfpordent, and the
method is fimply as follows : The feveral branches of
the cuftoms were originally granted fo: temporary
purpofes, others of them were redeemable ; znd for
a limited time, as the exigencies cf the ftate occurred,
thole branches, cne after anothsr, were made per-
manent ; and ct prefen:, and indecd, for a confider-
able number of years paft, they have been coafidered
as the moft fabftantial part of therevenue. Therefore,
as the net amoart of the cuftoms exceed, by a confia
derable fum, all the interett payable upon the capital,,
originally borrowed vpon them, and now duc, tha
neceflity of calculating different branches, to pay
different interells, confequemtly, has long fince
ceafed. Mr. Saxby’s plan ‘was, therefore, to throw
the whole produce into the finking fund, ‘and lec
that fund pay the interet. So much for the grofs
amount, But, in order to fimplify the pariicular
duties on each commodity, Mr. Saxby further pros
pofed to ftrike, or add to the frattions, and maka
them whole fums; for inflance, fuppafe an articla
of 8s. 10d. g-1oths, 11-25ths, fay 81, (1d,—Upon
this view of the fubje@, this affair of the cuftoms is
eafy to be accomplithed ; and our correfpondent ig
much aftonified, that it fhould already have taken,
upwards of two years to accomplith, and not yet ba
ready to be put into exccution,

Extra& of a letter from the Hasut, April 7.

¢¢ Before the fatal aHfair of the 17th cf faft month,
it was expe€ted that the ftates of Holland would rot,
have broke up withcat having deliberated on thet
projeét of reftoring to the lord ftadtholder, the coma
mand of the garrifon of the Hague, in confequenca
of the propofition of the city of Amfterdam; bug
ncthing hes been done hitherto on that fubjedt
therefore we muft wait until the fittings after the
cafter holidayy. It is the general opinion, that the
prince has in fome mealuré thct the gates of the
Hague againft himfclf, by faying in his letter to 4he
ftates, about five or fix months ago, that he'conld
ot return to the Hague whilft the command of thi
garrifon was not reftored to him, fuch as his father
and himfelf had enjoyed without contradiQion for fo
long a time. It #s evident thatin confequence of
this declaration, the honour. of his ferene highnefs ix
committed.; and that by not reftoring to him tha
faid command, his encmies keep the whole family
of Orange at a diftance from the Hague, as long as

they pleafe. Neverthelels all this must have a peri-. - .

od; as the fladtholderfhip cannot in any manrfer be
abolifhed, matters muft conre "to an accommbdation
that will put an end. to ‘the precarions fimation in
which every thing remains dwsing. this time of trou=
ble. In confequence we learn, thatas a' .beginning
towards reflating order, the council, of  Amfterdam,
who, by a majarity of five or fix votes, perfift in
their opinion to reftose the command to the prince,
have written :to.each of the other cities, to bring’
them over to thejr opinion, with the" precaution fait-
able to the digoity .of the fovereign affembly. Upcn
the whole it is.thoaght, thatthe prince will be .
obliged .ta acquicfce. The idea of being afifted
fword in hand by :ghe king of Prufiia ista chimera
which all fénfible ' people laogh at, aod which, in
faQ, is as contrary to the interefts of the Qrange fa-
mily itfelf, asit is lictle to be dreaded, fincc the ala
liance formed with France v . ) il
. *¢ Things . hecome more f{eriaus than ever in Cic
province of Usrecht y the Rate: of thas proviace have




