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To ke PrinTERS Of the MARYLAMD GAZETTE,

GENTLEMEN,
e @y & AVING lately been favoured with a

e 2 copy of a moff extraordinary letter, ®
g &k L :

% H % wrten by Mr. Jenifer, the late inten-

W ‘¢ dant of the revenue, to a gentleman

@a'we o in Cazcil county, it becomes neceflary
to lav it betore the public, tnat they may judge of
the motives of the author, who, I am told, has
taken uncommon pains to circulate its contents
through the ftate.  Nothing can be more _difagree-
ble to me than to ent®r into an altcrca_non_ in the
rews pagers. | h:ve.r.cithcr quure. nor inclination
for fuch an undertaking ; but the juftice due to the
charatter and repucation of the commiflioners, re-
quires trat tiey fhould be fhielded againft the ca-
Jemny and detr:ction of the writer,’ Every man,
when animadverting on the condu@ and charadter
of oshers, fhould cosnfider himfelf under an obliga-
tion of horour to fpeak the truth. Mr Jenifer,
when ke is plzafed to make the commifficners the
fubjeét of hi> obfervations, fecms not to confider
himflf uncer the obligaticns of honocar, truth, or
dece: cy. .

te letter imports a charge againft the commif
fioners of having laboured nard to turn the inten-
dint out of office, and an infinuation that they in-
1uticaally delayed the fettlement of their acccunts to
avoid an ex2miration of them by the inre.dant,
The commiflioners at the time aliuded to, were Mr.
Clement Hollyday and myfelf. The .flertion that
1laboured hard to turn the intendant out of office,
is2sforeign trom the t-uth as light is from dark-
nefs, So far frem it, that | can declare that | never
endeavoured o attempted, dire€tly er incireétly, to
influecce the vote of any une member of the general
affembly, and Ican add, th.t [ never avhijpereda
Jander 10 injure or zffeét his reputaiion [ cannot
{uzpole thathe meant to aliude to colonel Ramiey,
who had formerly been a commiffioner, but who,
at this time, was a member of the houfe of dele-
giter. He muit have been unworthy of the truft
repefed in him by his conftituents, it he had not op-
pofed tke continuance of an office, from which, in
his opinion, the public could n=ver derive any ad-
vantage.

Equally grourdlefs is the infinuation that the
commitiorers inientionally delayed the fettlemert of
treir accounts to aveid an examinaticn of them by
the intendant; he knows it t: be falfe, thcugh he
wihes others to believe it 10 be true, During the
li feffion of the gene:al zffembly the commiffiorers
hed compisted their acccunts, and befides the ufual
eumination which they muft have unaergone by
te zuditor and intendant, according to the laws
which .then exifled, the c:mmiffioners, defirous to
give gezeral fuisfa@ion, and to convince the im-
Fastidl woild that they had Leen attentive to the in-

* Dear Sir, (Cos)

2E pleafid to dxfirm the purchafers ¢f confifiated
Iriterty that if they awill lodge avith you, or Mr. T ko-
aas Underbill, eiorey to difiharge their bords that I
will tcke it a2 1543 in the poard ; that is to fay, that I
wili give then credit fir 20f for every 13 /4 Jpecie that
by will pay and I awill d this till “the zoth of OZo.
‘f’- L am ferrs to bear, thut a report prevailed in Cecil,
‘eat yew and Mr. Oglevee-had a band in turring cut of
2agiffrates, | irgaired of the geverncr about this bufi-
%15 be informed me, that neither of the delegates bad
a1y bard in it ; that it wwars the councils own ad. or
"}';” 1 informed colomel Hollingsawarth, acho avas avell
F<afed that t)e refort awas aitheut frundation.

A thix council bawe poffed a mof? extraordinary account
‘/"Ibt commiffioners. The gevermor has difented, ana
§i%en bis reafons, achich, in due time. awill ccme before
the public, " He bas feored them deeply, nct leawing out
the Cacil member, They bave received orders en the
Intefory lately for . 2200. 1am clearly of opinion, mot
e third of the moxey awas due to them  The afimbly
fed, Y a refolution, direQed that the intendant fhould
195 their acecynts Lefore any more morey fhould be drawun
i thers for ccmmifFons. ~ But the office being abalifped,
12 council comeeirvea they bad a right to pafs the account
id drany en fhe trea‘uver Sor the morey. I faid the
'It'i-.ui:'—lber: were vnly I$'right and Kilty Sor it—Nr,
wTre cgainft it—:be goeverner no wcie. This in part.
Lofelds phe reafoxs avly the cammifFaners labeured fo bard
D get the intemdans out of cffice, and this tco accounts
"'"} they A’fla_udftl/ir:g their accourts, though repectedly
Y .‘”f 10 dy it by the intencant. 4 ur public afairs are
Stz fafl b0 confufion, and 1 Sear general difcentent
il be tée conclufion

Iam, &, ! w ;.}. —R.
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tereft'of the fate, requefied that a committee of the
houfe of delegates might be appointed to examine
and inquire into their condu&, which was accord-
ingly done. After this committee had fcrutinifed
mmutlel,v into the condu@ and the accounts of the
commifiioners, they made a regart of app:obation
to the houfe; Mr. Jenifer was then waited on and
teq-ueﬂe:! to undertake the examination of them,
which he declirea; and anfwered, that unlefs he
fhould be continued in office, which at that time
was uncertain, he fhould not trouble himfelt with
them ; and that if he thould be continaed, he would
not look at them before they were paffed by the au-
ditor-general.  The fame requeft, a few days after-
ward}. was repeated, and the anfwer in‘{ubftarce
the fame. The commiffioners were particularly de-
firous that Ae fhould examine them; they flattered
themfelves, that notwithitanding his prejudices, when
they were able to lay their whole condu& and pro-
ceedings before him, when the public accounts were
ftated 1n the mott clear, accurate, and methodical
manner, no objettion poflibly could be raifed, but
what could eafily be removed, No realonable many
who would diveft himfelt of prejucice, could beiieve,
th-t the commiflioners wouid intextionally delay the
fettlement of an account with the public when there
was a confiderablc balance due to them ; and that there
was abalance due is admitted by Mr. Jenifer him.
felf. 'The affertion carries with it an abfurdity too
grofs to be impofed on the moit credulous and un-
fufpedting. With all his prejudices againit the com-
riélioners, ke canaot believe it. He well knew thet
the accounts could not be property and finally fet.
tled befoie all the fales were over, the furveys of
the different lands complete, and all the returns
made, Theie objeéts were not all accomplifhed
until fome time in the month of December latt; he
wrll knew that inthe proffcutigh ot fuch a picce of
bufizefs innumerable delays were ‘unavoidable ; and
that to adjuft accounts of fuch magnitude, with the
various perplexities that arofe, not by any mifma-
nagement of the commiffioners, much time and at-
tention was neceffary, One would have] thought
that the time £e reguired to fettle the intendant’s ac-
counts would have iuggefted fimilar obfervations.
He muft alfo remember that he contributed not a
little to create delay and procraftination, by extend-
ing the itdulgence given to thofe purchafers who
had not bonded previous to the a& to eftabiith
funds, &c.

Shortly after the adjournment of the general af-
fembly, and aftef the suditor-general had examined
the accounts of the commifiioncrs, they were laid
before the governor and council. Previous to the
examination by the board, Mr. Jenifer feemed
anxious to have the bufinefs referred to him, and
applied by letter to the board for their opinion,
whether the fettlement of the commiifioners accounts
was not a part of his duty; the board were unani-
moufly of opinion that he had nothing to do with
them ; and late in the month of July !hg\buf{ncg
was taken into conﬁderation‘%'t’bé ‘fovernor'an
council, after the accounts had been before them for
feveral month:, and after feveral appointments had
bsen made, and a hearing poftponed until Mr. Je-
nifer thought proper to attend ; during all which
time he bad acces to the books. He attended during
the invefiigation before the board, and had an op-
portunity of raifing every poflible objeion which
his ingenuity could lugge‘t not only to thofe parts
of the accounts upon which they requefted informa-
mation. but alfo to the accoun:s in general. He was
alfo fuffered to make fuch obje@ions as he thought
proper to the condu& of the commiflioners when in
office ; and after a full inveftigation of the fubje&t,
whep all his obje&tions, and the anfwer of the com-
miflioners were heard and confidered, the account
was pafl=d. _ :

From Mr. Jenifer's letter, the inference has been
drawn, not only that colonel Brice’s opinion was
againft the account, but that he was alfo of opinion
that the board had not a right to pals it. There is
fome ambjguity in the exprefions. However, colo-
nel Brice’s opinion was in favour of the account, ex-
cept a fmall part of it, and even as to t4ar part he
was not decided againft it. \JHad alMthefe faéts been
fully ftated, any obfervations* trom me would have
been unacceffary. Mr. Jenifer fpeaks of the atcourit
bzing pafled by a thin council. Candour ought to
have induced him to have mentioned why there was
not a more full meeting. One of the membeérs had
declared that he would not fit on the bufinefs, and
affgned his reafons for declining it; fo thava foik
council was pot to be had ; the other gentleman was
fo crgaged in bufinefs of the chancery court that
he could not attend. If there had been a full meet-
ing, the dctc:m\ination_wculd kave been the fame.

hil
gga,**x‘:?ﬂ i
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I cannot’ indulge a belief that any tribunal upon
carth would have refufed to allow rhe commiffiun on
many f(ales which the commifioners had given up,
If it had been claimed it maft have been allowed,’
=nd there is not a court of law or equity in the Rare
in which it could not be recovered. = Mr. jenifer af.
fets to be of an opimion widely different indeed.
By a flatement of an account which ne produced and
laid before the governor and council, +h> crmmif-
fioners were greatly in debt. I beieve he is now,
athamed of it, as he feems to adinic that there was
a ba_!ance due tothem. His opinion of the condus?
of the commiffioners often varies: for the hunour
of human nature, Itruft that no o:her man in the
community, cspaole of difc.rzing betwesn right and
wrong, would fully coincide with him againt them.
He has the vanity to cenfure indifcriminately, and
to arraign the condu¢t and char.&er of every man,
however refpetable, who diffcrs with him in
opinion. i

The conclufion of Lis lester is affeiing indeed !
““ Our public affairs are verging tait to coafufion,
and [ fear general difccntent will be the conclufion.’’
This man, who is fecretly fowing the feeds of con-
fu'ﬁon, by cil:culating letters full of falfehood and
mifreprefentation, has the modelty to exp:els his
fears of the general difiontent which muit eafue!
Wheaever we have an executive fubfervient to kis
will, or lefs capable of condudting the public bufi-
:lefsd :han he is, miferable muft be our fituation in-

eed !

He appears to exult greatly, becaufe in Jeme in-
ftances, his excellency concurred with him jn opi-
nion, and afferts that he has fcored the commife
fioners deeply. Whether he is warranted in fo 1aye
ing, I know not; but whether he has jutt caufe of
triumph wili beit appear when he iays the mater

before the public,
G DUVALL

L OND O N,

PIECE ofir:tc!ligsncc, by no me:ans u~im-

portant to our trade, is, that in a letrer
dated Peterfburgh, June 15, we read wra rollows =
—*¢ As the treaty of commerce betw:en us and the
Englifh expires on the 20.h June, and the cultom.
houfe officers had t'irown out fome hints racher
alarming to the Britith traders, the la:tor complained
to their corful, who expoftulated with the dircétor
geceral of the cuiloms.” His anfwer was, thar,
¢ ro thcughis were entertzined of making any al-
teration in the ftate of the former treaty ; that the
Enghth merchants might make themfelves perte@ly
ealy, and carry cn their trade in the ufual way, till
the emp:refs fhould be pleafed to fignity, in a direct
manner, her further intentions on the fubject.”

July 29. There is one objeét which all the Ameri.
can amczflfadors in Europe have be=n inftructed to’
purfue with all pcflible ardour, and that is, to pro-
pefe and bring to a happy conclufion, a treaty of
confederation of all the maritime pawers again(t’
the Algerines, Tunifian and other piratical flates
that infelt the Mediterranean, and interrupt the
commcrce of Europe and America. Two plarns’
have been propofed on this head—one that each
contrafting party fhall agree to equip, and in°
turn keep ftationed in the Mediterrane_n, a naval
fquadron, fufiicient for the proteion of all thips
carrying the flags of Chritiian powers: This fqua-
dron to be relieved every fix wesks, and to be bound -
to protet not only the trade of the n<tion to which
the fquadron belongs, but alfo of every other nation
that fhall become a party in' the treaty ; the Spani-
ards to fit out the firft {quadron, to be reiieved by
another furnifhed at the joint expence of the Italian
ftates ; this to be relicved by the French ; thefe
again by the Englith; acd fo on by tie Dutch,
Danes, Swedes, Rutiians and American:. The
other plan is, that the order of Malta fhall ke ine
vited to undertake the protection of all thips faiting
up the Levant, or in the Mediterranean ; and that
the contralling partizs fhali each furnith a quora i
money, to be paid annualiy into the treafury of the
order of Malta, to enable the order to keep conftant-
ly at fex s force fufficient to fecure the freedom of
navigatibn, within the lyitudes to ba fpecified.
In both plansz, a preliminary is, that the tributes or
piefents paid to the Barbary (ates fhall ceafe and
determine ;' and that the n:ceflity or fhips failing
throngh the Medlerranean being furn thed with-
faftsy fhall of courfe no longer exift.—The coust ot
Sgain, we are affured, has lent a favourable ear to
the propofal, and has exprefled its readinefs to aca
cede to a treaty, founded on cither of ths two
plans, wheaever the other marizime powers fhail
fignify their approhation of tbe fyfem. The comt

July 18,
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