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[Coencluded from our laft.]

To DANIEL of S§t. THo. j.ENIFER, Efquire,
e RARY knowled
(YW LEONT to your own knowledge

§¢M§ of fatls, you have taken infinite pains
% C % to induce the public to believe, that
% the commifioners had intentionally de-
Ty layed the fettlement of their accounts,
;o:;?v\ﬁ}lf; fcrutiny of the intendant, To give
this charge an appearance of plaufibility and fhew
of truth, you have publifhed my letter of the 1ft of
September 1784 ;—You have alleged that the com-
mitioners koew, that they were indebted to the
flate in the year 1784 ;—And then proceed, with'a
ftrieg ot favourite’ queftions, with as much feeming
fimpiicity and ignorance, as if you really were not
{ectiole that the anfwers which the queitions mauf? re-
ceive, will evince the truth of fa&s, the reverie of
which yoa are fo anxious to eftablith. ’
For the information and fatisfaétion of the .publxc'.
I wiil give a candid narrative of faQs, whnch.wnl
enable them to form a proper opinion on the futjed.
The board of commiliioners of cunﬁ(catcd_ellaaes
corfited ot ditferent members at different periods of
time ®.  The great fales of confiicat.d property was
mace, as you obferve, in 1781, 1782 and 1783,
Mot of thofe fales were made upon the fgur ot the
occafion, to anfwer the moit pretiing _and important
public fervices ; and I believe thatit wi.l be a.ckncw-
ledged, that dusing that period, tne commiffioners
cculd not properly arrange and ttate all the accounts
of tneir tranfactions, wher it is confidered, that up
onemergencies, it was necellary that they fhould a@
anc feil property feparately, and it did not cften
hagpen that they were all in Annapolis together for
any ccrficeiabie time; and their private bufinets
could not be rscrally negleéted. The property foid
by them was difpoted of under a variety of atts of
affembly, upon different terms of payment, for the
redemption of different emiffions of paper currency,
and fate fecurities, and to raife ready maney for the
immediate demands and ufes of govercment. The
whole was fold at public vendue, except in afew
inflances, where they had the airetion of the inten-
dant to make private fales. In 175z, property was
fold to a confiderable amount, on fhort credit, to
niife money for the recruitng fervice, then under
the fuperintendence and diteétion of major-general
Smallwood ; und alfo tor the protcétion of vur bay
trade. ‘[ris property confitted of real and perfonal
eftates, and was {metimes foic in fm;ll_parch to
many different perfuns, fome of whom paid the cafh,
others pailed their bonds, fume did Loth, and others
could rot te prevailed on to do either. The bonds
which wee p:ffed for property fuld to raife money
for the recruiting fervice, were taken as the laws
Cire@ed, payaile to major geceral ‘Smallwocd ;
fome of the purchafers of this property femitted cath
occaficnally to Anrapolis, which, in the abfence of
the commiflicners, was paid to geueral Smallwcod,
by the perfon by whom it was fent ; and in fome
inttances, the cath thus remitted was not accompa-
zied by an account, fpecilying the purchafers who
were to be credited with it.  Some few paymerts
were made in this manner to the treafury ;—and if [
nittake not, to ycu alio ’ b
In flating the commiflioners accounts, difficulzies
arofe from the circumBances fuggellea, and delay
unavoidably ecfued. Delay alfo proceeded from
anothes caufe,—the length of time which elapfed
between the fales and the completion of the furveys
of the property fold. It has already been remaiked,
that molt of the manors were fuld before they were
farveyed and laid cff into lots, and the returns of the
arreys were not all made until fumetime in the yeur
1785. The accounts of thofe fales could not be
tioled without thofe returns, as the property was
fcld by the acre, and the amount of each purchafe
tould not be afcertained until it was known how
iuch land each purchafer had boughi. The bonds
tad been taken for a grofs fum, fo asto cover the

* The board avas S cenflitnted late in_the month of
traary 1781 ; the members avere colorel Uriab Eerreft,
Mr. Climens Hollyday, and coloxel Natbaniel Ramfey,
In the momsy of July folleaving, colonel Forreft refigned,
@d [ wwas appointed to Jill the wacancy occafioned by bis
ttfipration, ~ My, Hollydav, colonel Ramsey, axd myfelf,
irasfated (he A?ﬁ‘uf: until November 1,82, avben a re-
¢came necoffary om my acceptance of a feat
wouncil. From 1hat time, Mr. Hollyday and colonel
Remjy continued the bufinefs, uatil the rifignation of the
ter fomitime in duguft or Seprember 1784, In Septem-
+ avar re-appointed, and the byfaefs of the commiffi-
71 <0as firiftod by Mr. Hollyday and myfelf, ard éxr
ents clofed, in December 178 [
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pnrcha_fc:, and for this reafon were retained by the
commitlioners until they could endorfe on each bond
the quantity of acres for which it had been given ;
the PTICE per acre was afcertained in it. It was the
det.crmmmon, and the with of the commiffioners, to
finifh every fale, and ciofe every account, as far as
they could, not ooly in cifes when the entries de-
pended upon their own tranfa®ions, but where they
depended upon the tranfaQtions of others, in order
that thofe whofe bufinefs it fhould afterwards be to
¢xamine and adjutt their books and accounts, fhoald
bave bat little trouble or perplexitv, [ take it for
granted that ycu will not o fay, that thefe cir-
cumftances were unknown to you. You have pub-
lithed my letter to prove that the difficuities fuggett-
ed were not fuppcfed to exill, by me in September
1784. You «know very well that that letter was
Wiliten foon afier colonel Ramfey’s removal from
Annapolis to Charles-town. When he removed,
fome of the papers which belonged o the ofice were
accideatally carried away with his private papers,
which circumitance I knew nothing of, at the time
of wriiing tne letter. This letter, “which you have
triumphantly and eritically publithed upon a fuppofi-
tion that it would opesate to my difadvantage, can
only ferve to thew my anxiety to have the accounts
fetcled, Mr., Hollyday and myfelt had made a con-
fiderable progreis “in the bufinefs, when, beiides a
pumber of uccounts which remaired open for the
reafors befcre premifed, we found tnat others could
not be clofed until the Papers in poffeflion of colonel
Ramfey were returned. We wrote to him for them,
but before they were received, the a& to eftab.ith
funds, &c, was pafied. T hefe circumftances were
communicated to you {rom time to time, both ver-
bally and in writing ; and yet you will perverfuiy
and obftinately peititt, by uncandid mifreprefenta-
tions, in endeavouring to 1nculcate the copinicn that
the delay of the commitlioners to fettie their accounts
was intentional, and that my attempt to deftroy the
proot adduced in fupport of 1t by atale of uubeard of
d:ficulties and perplexsties, thews inose Ciufiience in the
\writer, than rupect to the reacer ! What ¢ ufidence
can an impartial public have in the affertion or re-
prefentation ot a man fo deftituce of candeur, and
who pays fo little regard to truth ? Fur (he truth of
what [ have advanced I appeal to the returns of the
furveyors, now in the iuid-cdice, to their letters
which 1 now have in my pofiiicn, to tne acccunts
in tue treafury and auditor’s « fice’; and to tocks
and papers which were in the intendan(’s office,

‘To remove thefe dimiculrics nothing but time
and attention (o the buiinefs was wanting ; aflitance
was unneceflary, and the attention whica the com-
miffioners paid to the bufinefs, was tne magic by
which the difficulties were furmounted and vanifbed
Had there been no impediment, the accounts migat
havc,_b:,:n.dofcddn1he—ytzr’r784."'ITy the adt to
eitablith funds, &c. time was given to thofe pur-
chafers who kad not bonded, un:il the firit of April,
1785, 10 pafs their bonds ; and in cafe bonds fhould
not be given, the intendant was direéted to order
fuits againtt them, or a refale of the property upon
the ternis of the a&t.  The draught of bonds dircéted
by the act to be made on the firt of June, was poft-
poned by the intendant’s advertifement until the
tenth of July following ; fuits were of courle de
layed until thar time, and it was not until the tenth
of Stptember that the commiffioners received your
diretions to commence fuits generally, and they
had then feveral refales to make, fome of which
weee made late in the month of November. In De-
cemter following their tranfa@icns were finally
clofed.  You affert, that many of the commificners
fales remuin {till unfettled,  When their buoks were
delivered to the auditor, there were only five or fix
inftances where fuits were not commenced, and it
was with your approbaticn that they were not com-
menced. It thote cafes remain yet unfettled, it is
becaule the fiaithing of thofe tranfa®iors has bren
committed to you. You have afked if the petplex-
ities attending the fales in 1781, 1782, and 1783,
were not over before the year 17862 It is anfwered,
that the bufinefs was ficithed in 1785, and if you
will look at the books and accounts in your poflef-
fion, you will find that property was fold in 1781,
1782, and 1783, and that the furvcys-offomc of
this property were not returned until late in the year
1785 ; and you will alfo find, that fome of the fales
of property in thofe years were fet afide by you, and
refales dire@ted, after the paflage of the a&t to efta-
blith fucds, &c. in 1785. If you were as induf-
trious in your inquiries atier truth as you have begn
in hunting up frivolous charges againft the commif.
fioners, yoa might fati-fy yourfelf of the prophicty
of their condu@, without ftuffing a news-paper with
foch filly and impertinent queliions, You have af-
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ferted, that from the operatisn of the a 10 eitablifi
fund.-,' &c. und the ttate in which the affiirs of tha
commifLoners were,
ufed thgn it' Was  This ;s an aff-rtion withoat any
toundation in truth ; and if fuics had bcen com-
meaced 0 May term 1783, it foliows preity clearly
that J'udgnxents Mgh  nhave beei, obtai.ed fooner
] yed until the Ocober :erm
following  “As a further P oot t at your afferiion
tnat thete difficulties and €iRbarraliments are n:'u:
fuggellcd to {uit the prefent occag iy 15 groun 4 :s,
I wiit rere fubj in ap extradt of the repoit of che
committee a,p;nmed 10 cxam.ne the accounts and
proccedings of tne commiffi ners, during the la
fetfion of affembly |, app:ars to rnegc-.-mmit‘-g
tee +, that awcn time wa, iequired to compiete
this bufiuefs and fivaly fele ipe accounts; and by
the icformation ot the commiffione- 5 mu;h delay
has bren created in the profccution «f ic by a vni;ty
of caufes ; the Want ot early fuiveys; pur. h.fers
paying mouey into ciffer-nt d-partmen:s for public
ufes, 1o waich cafes it has been  diff. uls (o afcertain
the proper credits and balanc:s; by difputes in
which parti- ular parts of (he PIPTy were jne
volved; and by that part of the &t to eltablifh
funds, &c, waich dirz€ted a draugrt ot bords
¢ The comm:ttee in chis i1 quiry have yeen at
tenive to the 1n ereft of the tate, and
Fartial view of the condud of
of opinion, that they have
with ability and integrity,”
Alter the proots [ have given,
that any man who will exercife h
of opinion that the commiffioners imentir,mlly dea
layed tie fettlement of tnejr accounts.  In my
oplnicn ro rcom is left for doubr, Stupidity may
mifapprehend, and fephitry may fometimes. feem
to ciude the force ot reafonir g, bu' tae plain evi
dence of tafts is incontroverti je. You have afferts
ed, thas th: ftate has lot couficerabiy oy tie aelay
of the ccmmifficners to fetile their accounts ; this js
a general and groundlefs affertion, The public has
futtained no lofs irom the condu@ of the commif-
ﬁo:nefs If y.u mean that a Iofs has icen {utsined
by tne retales of property which Y direled, ivig
certainly true; bu: this | (s canno'. oy .ny rational
b.ing, be 1m,uted to the commiddio: ers. [t the
purchafers at the firft fales were really infolvent and
usaole to P3y, as you have pronourc-d them, the
lofs 15 not lmputablc to auy one; il they were aple
o pay; or it any fale was :mprop «ly fec afide, ic
fequires no great cepth of fagaciiy to0 know to wiom
1t ought to be impuced. i
Yuour exiravagarce of conjeéture has prompted
you to uflign other reafons for the delay of the com-
miudioners; they were inde'ted to the public n
1784. - and therefure delayed to fettl= 5 their tranfa
attions were in fuch con!vfin that the houfe of de-
legates could not obtain the 1ece i -
and to avoid the fcrutiny of th
objet rot to be miffed. ~ The
pa:d fuch pariicular deference
charatter or opinions,

YpOn an im-
the ccmmifioners, are
difcharged their truft

_I cannot fuppufe
's reafon, can be

€ intendant was an
comm'fiorers never
or refpe@t to your
0 ) as would have indoced them
to reunquith a juft claim, becaufe you were of
opinion they were not enitled to it; fo tha: your
fcruting was never an o' je with them. No mor-
tal can give a tolerable” reafon wh; the ceommif-
oners thould, at any Period of time, have wifhed to,
procraiunate a fettlement of their accounts, What
was the information which the houfe ot delegates
wanted and cculd not obraiz ? They applie to the
commiflioners for nune hut what was furnithed, If
they looked to you for i.formation refpecting the
tranfalions of the commiflioners, we can eafilv ace
count why they were deceivad. -

The bufinefs which you boaft to have tranfated
in a few months was plain Jailing. It had been pre-
pared to your hands Oy the c..omiflioners. M.:ny'
of your fules were private, without trouble or ex-
pence, 2nd not very advan:agecus to the public,
for wkom you a@-d as trutt.e. Inftances can be
pointed out where property has been {:1d for lefs
than oce halt, and even below a third of ics real
value. Your method of ftating your accounts his
been as expe.itious and unprecedentcd, asthe man-
ner of your faies was eafy and veaeficial o tre pur.
chafer. Bonds have been taken by gacts for a g fs
fum, the purchafer charged accordingly, and & com-
miflion illegally and unjuitly drawn upon the whole
amount, aitnouzh it muy hereaf er be n:ceffay, for
tie reafons I have aiready BIV€U, upOT a proper site
tlement of your accuunts, o m.xe Soafl leraniv dee
ductons. It is nct alittle wouderful thac in pave
ing yourfelf the commifion, tnat the dustrine ol dif=
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t George Digges, Fobn Bracco " Zepbariab Turnki}

Alien 2uyxn; and Thomas Crampz buny Efguirei, 3
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coercion cou'd not be fogneér -
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