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Proceedings of G ongrefs.

HOUSE or REPRESENTATIVES

OF THE
UNITED STRATES

WEDNESDAY), 7“ 10.

H E houfe met purfuant to adjourn-

* AR ment, and refolved itlelf into a com-

Rt e mittee of the wht;)l?t on the bill for

X T & colleting the impoft.

7% : Havingg, after much debate, made
} fome progrefs, the committee rofe

and reported, and the houfe adjourn-

THURSDAY, Jume 11..

The houfe went into a committee on the bill to re-

gulate the collection of the impoft.

: bull in the chair. .
g;: m :f Mr. Parker, a claufe was added to the

-

11 declaring that foreign fhips fhould be reftricted to
Etl:]rtai;cportsgat which only they may enter and dif-
charge their cargoes. Thefe ports are yet to be enu-

merated. ) | —
Qg mation of Mr. Fitzfimons, an additional claufe

=l m — S L= L

na to certain ports at which only they may enter and

difcharge their cargoes. Thefe ports are yet to be enu-

ted. _
mcSr;me farther progrefs was made in the bill, and fe-

veral other amendments agreed to, when the committee
rofe and the houfe adjourned. -

" Fripay, Jume 12.

-- The houfe formed into a committec_of thc whole on
the bill to regulate the colleétion of the impoit on

goods, wares and merchandifes; imported into the

- United States.

Mr. Trumbull in the chair. e
Confiderable progrefs was made in the bill this day,

by pafing many of the claufes, chief of them with
amendments.

T'he committee was proceeding in- the
difcufion, when a meflage from the fenate was an-
nounced. The fecrctary then appedted on the floor of
the houfe, and informed, that he had it in command
from the fenate to inform the honourable houfe that.
they had concurred with amendments in the bill for
laying an impolt on goods, wares and merchandifes,
imported into the United States—and hopged for the
concurrence of the honourable houfe in thofe amend-
ments. He then delivered in the bill, with a draught
of the amendments, and withdrew. Thefe amend-
ments were read to the houfe, propofing to reduce the
duties on certain articles very confiderably, to wit:
molaffes from five to two and an half cents per gallon,
rum from fifteen to ten, Madeira wine from twenty-
five to cighteen, and other wines from fifteen to ten,
&c. and then the chairman of the committee having
refumed his place, further, progrefs was made in dif-
cuffing the bill. .

Atvhree o’¢lock the committee rofe, and the houfe
adjourned till to-morrow.

SATURDAY, June 13.

The houfe met, and refolved itfelf into a committee
of the whole on the colleéting bill. -
Mr. Trumbull in the chair.
~After getting through the principle of the commer-
cial regulations, they came to confider a claufe refpett-
ing the manner of {ecuring the payment of the duties
which may in any cafes be bomr:d with fecurity. A
long debate took place on the legal modc of recovering
the amount in cafes of infolvency or non-payment, at

the conclufien of which, but before the queftion was

L

put cn the claufe,

Mr. Fitzfimons moved the committee to rife for the
purpofe of committing the bill to a feleét committce ;
oblerving, that the commercial regulations were moft-
!)’ gone through, and what remained related principal-
Y to law points, if every one of which wefe to be de-
bated in the fame manner that the one {uﬂ: confidered

had"been, he conjetured it would take them {cven

years to get through the bill. He hoped gentlemen of
legal knowlcdgc would be placed upon the committee,
and there they might employ themfelves in difcuffing
the phnfeology, while the houfe would be at liberty to
Proceed with other bufinefs. SR

After fome little further converfation the committee

- 1ofe and the bill was re committed, together with the

telolutions and claufes agreed to in committee of the

to Meflrs. Goodhue, Fitzfimons, Lawrence,
‘Livérmore, Sherman and Jackfon.

Mr. Gerry propofed a refolution that it fhould be a

g order of the houfe in future, always to adjourn

from Friday to Monday. This was laid on the table
for farther confideration . -

Mt. Leonard propofed a refolution, that the confti
'b“eﬁﬁl} fhould be prefixed to the firft volume of laws to
forpfmted. This refolution was alfo laid oh the table

confideration, Adjourned till Monday.
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b MonpAay, Fume 15.

Mr. Sedgwick, member from the ftate of Maffachu-
fetts, and Mr. Brown, member from the ftate of Vir-
ginia, appeared and took their feats. " '

Mr. Smith (of Matyland) and Mr. Parker, were
added to the committee to whom was re-committed

- the bill for regulating-the colleétion of the impoft.

Mr. Scott, from the committee appointed to confi-
der and report on the ftate of the weftern lapds, made
a report, which was ardered to lie on the table.
~ The houfe then proceeded to the confideration of the
amendments propofed by the fenate to the bill for im-
pofing duties on goods, wares and merchandifes, im-
ported into the Ugnited States.

The firft amendment was to alter the enacting ftyle,
by ftriking out ¢« The Congrefs of the United States,” and
inferting ¢ The Senate and Reprefentatives of the United
Srates in Congrefs affembled.”’ -

This occafioned fome converfation—It was infifted
that it was proper to adhere to the ftyle of defcription
ufed in the conftitution, as far as it applied, and was
not obvioufly improper—That the conftitution uni-
formly fpoke of the legiflature collettively, and called
it the Congrefs of the United States; without diftin-
guifhing between the branches—If, however, there
was any propriety in adopting a diitributive ftyle, the

i789¢
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“ On all other goods; wares and merchandifes, im-

]S:'Ortcd in fhips or veffels not built within the United :
tates, and not wholly the profrty of a citizen or ci-

tizens thereof, or in veffels built in foreign tountries;
and ont'the 16th of May laft the property of 4 citizen

‘or citizens of the United States, and fo continuing till

the time of importation, twelve and an half per cent.
ad valorem.” |

‘This amendment was agreed to. , _

The next amendment was to infert, * On gunpow-
der, and paints ground in oil,”—ten per cent. ad valo-
rem.—This was agreed to. ..

Another amendment was to raife the duty on gold;
filver and plated ware, from feven and an half per cent.
to ten per cent: and to add thereto
and gold and filver leaf—This was a

=

greed to.

‘T'here were feveral other amendments to raife ‘-the du-

ties on articles enumerated; from feven and an half to
ten per cent. which were negatived. ’
. AdJOlu'nCd. |
~ ‘Tuesbay, Funme 16. * —
The houfe refolved, 'that feats fhould ‘be._provided

‘within the bar for the occafional accommodation of
the prefident of the fenate; and the members of that

body. ek TP
The houfe then refumed the confidetation of the

houfe of reprefentatives, {peaking of the former only
as a colle¢tive body.

The queition of concurrence being put, was nega-
tived. ' +-

The next amendment propofed was, to ftrike out the
claufes of difcrimination between ftates and kingdoms
in alliance, and thofe not in alliance, with the United
States. This brought forward fome debate, which
confifted only of a repetition of thofe arguments ufed
in the former progrefs of the bill for and againft a dif-
crimination, and the amendment was noun-concurred.

The next amendment was to reduce the duty on mo-
lafles from five to two and an half cents per gallon.
‘This was carried without debate. J

To reduce the duty on Madeira wine from 24 to 18-

cents. 'This was non-concurred.

To reduce the duty on all other wines from 1§ to
10 cents. 'This was carried. . | _

On every gallon of beer, ale or porter, imported in
cafks, to reduce from eight to five.—~This was nega-
tived.

On all cider, heer; ale or porter, in bottles——from
26 to 16 cents per dozen. Negatived. -

On cables from 75 to ‘60 cents per cwt.—Nega-
tived. ‘
On tarred cordage, from 75 to 60 cents.—Nega-
tived. -~ , -
On twine or pack-thrcaq,_qf;om 200 to 150.—Nega-
tived. &

The next amendment propofed was to infert the ar-

ticle indigo, and to impofe on it a duty of 16 cents per
pound. Concurred.

To reduce the duty on coals per bufhel, from three
to onc cent. Negatived. _

The next amendment was to add to the following

aragraph refpeting teas, ¢ On all teas imported from

hina or India in fhips built within the United ’Statcf,
and belonging to a citizen or. citizens thereof”—this
claufe, to wit :=—¢¢ or in fhips or veflels built in other
countries, and on the 16th of May laft the property of
a citizen or citizens of the United States, and {o con-
tinuing until the timg of importation.”

Fhis amendment was agreed tc.

The next amendment was to raife the duty on all
green teas other than hyfon, imported as aforefaid, from
10 to 12 cents per pound.—Agreed to. _

The next amendment was to ftrike out the following

claufe :—
On all teas imported from any country other than

China or India, in any fhip or veflel whatfoever, or
from China or India in any=fhip or veflel which is not
wholly the property of a cituzen or citizens of the

United States, as follows :

On bohea tea per lb. 10 cents.

On all fouchong or other black teas, 1§.

On all hyfon teas, 30.

On all green teas, 18,
and to fubftitu‘e o
~ « On teas imported from Europe in fhips or veflels
built in the United States, and wholly belonging to a
citizen or citizens thereof, or in fhips built in foreign
countries, and on the 16th of May lalt the property of
a citizen or citizens of the United States, and {o con-

tinuing till the time of importation, t0 wit :
On bohea tea per lb. 8 cents.
On fouchong or other black teas, 13 cents.

On hyfon teas, 26 cents.
On other green teas 16 cents.
¢« On teas imported in any other manner.

Bohea tea per lb. 1§ cents.
Souchong or black teas, 22.

Hyfon teas, 45§~

Other. green ‘teas, 37.- E
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time when the a& fhould commence its o

_amendments propafed by the {enats-to-the-bill-for-ime—d

poﬁr_ng'duties on goods, wares and merchandifes.
Firft amendment, to infert in the lift of enumerated

articles playing cards, with a duty of ten cents per :

pack. ‘This was agreed to. #

Amendment, in the lift of articles excepted from the
general claufe laying a duty of five per cent. ad valo-
rem, to infert immediately after the word ¢ wool,” the
word “ cotton,” with a duty of three cents per lb. and’
to ftrike out from the fame lift thec words ¢ other than
indigo.” Agreed to. '

Amendment, to infert in the claufe providing a

drawback on goods, &c. re-exported, the words ¢ ex.

cept on diftilled {pirits, other than brandy and Geneva.”
Concurred. _ ' |
~ Amendment, to ftrike out the claufe allowing a boun-
ty of five cents on rum diftilled within the United
States, and exported. Concurred. g

The houfe then took up the amendments ; the con-
fideration of which had been- poftponed, refpetting the
per'ation 3
which ‘was, that the words ¢ 1gth of June” fhould be
ftruck out, and the words * 1ft of July” inferted.

After fome converfation the houfe concurred with 4
further amendment, viz. to fubftitute the words ¢ it
of Auguft.” g ' ‘

The houfe then, aécording to the order of the day,

went into a committee on the following bill for the -

eftablifhment of an executive department, to be deno-
minated the department of foreign affairs.

Mr. Trumbull in the chair. ¥

Be it enatted by the Congrefs of the United States,
That there fhall be an executive department, to be de-
nominated the department of foreign affairs; and that
there fhall be a principal officer therein, to be called
the fecretary to the United States for the department
of foreign affairs, to be removable from office by the
prefident of the United States, and who fhall perform
and execute fuch duties, fervices and funétions, as fhall

from time to time be enjoined on or intrufted to him

by the prefident of the United States, agreeable to the
conftitution relative to correfpondences, commiffions or
inftruétions, to or with public minifters or confuls
from the United States, or to negotiations with public
minifters from foreign ftates or princes, or to memori-
als or other applications from foreign public minifters,
or other foreigners, or to {fuch other matters refpefting
foreign affairs as the prefident of the United Stat
fhall affign to the faid department; and furthermore,
that the faid principal officer fhall conduét the bufinefs
of the faid department in fuch manner as the prefident
of the United States fhall, from time to time, order or
inftruét. |

And be it further enafted, That there fhall be, in
the faid department, an inferior officer, to be appoint-
ed by the faid principal officer, and to be employed
therein as he fhall deem proper, and to be called the
chief clerk in the department of foreign affairs, and-
who, In cafe of vacancy in the faid office of fecreta
to the United States for the department of foreign af-
tairs, fhall, during {uch vacancy, have the charge and
cuftody '

to-the {aid department. Previded neverthelefs, That

np appointment of fuch chief clerk fhall be valid, un-
-til the fame fhall have been approved by the prefident

of -the United States.

And bt further ena@ted, That the faid prifcipal

officer,” or. every other perfon to be appointed or em-

ployed in the faid department, fhall,

And be it further enaéted, That there fhall be allow-

ed to the faid fecretary for his fervices, a falary, at the
rte Of swesesssstms ' per annum  afid that there fhall be
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gold and filver lace, : :

of all records, books and papers, appe ing
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or¢ he enter
on the execution of his office or employment, take an
oath or affirmation, well and faithfully to execute the
-truft committed to him. )
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