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4 For the MARYLAND GAZETTE,
To GABRIEL DUVALL, Esquirx.

i

S§IR . ;
OUR 'pnblica:ion in the Baltimore Telegraphe,

introducing me by name,” as the author of 2
 pod-bill, figned ¢ A Friend to Fair Play,” came
hely to my knowledge,—~and I have feized the carlielt
pity, after my seturn to this place, to notice it

2l 0o your addrefing the citizens in Annapolis, and
procecdiog to remark on that hand-bill; 1 pablicly, in
4 your prefence, avowed myfelf the suthor, to remove
say imprefion that I was capable of infidioully wound.
jog your feelings, and to meet any refponfibility that
pight attack. - _
g VYou volunteered wn avowed sttack wvpon the prefi-
il &1, and two houfes of congrefs, charging them with
ipuarance_or ‘torruptien, in tkis, ¢ that they violated
the conflitution in more inftances than one—and con-
! fequeatly made yourfelf fair game for a reply. |

Yoa feem hurt at anonymous publications.—Had I
been 4 weak man, ambitious of popularity ; or
svain one, courting to lead a party in the flate in
opefition to the adminiftration; or had I been
1 judge, with my Ggaature deriving lufire from my of-
fee; in any or all of thefe events I might have fol-
loeed your example, and given myfelf at large to the
varld—but perfe@ly fatished that there is no celebrity
x magie in cither of our pames, that car give per-
3} fsicaity to realoning, or frength to folly, 1 purfued
£ the examples of older and abler men, who, under
b} afumed fignatures, truft- the reputation of their pro-

4 <sfuons to their intrinfic merit, undecoraied by their
bl real names,
L} You are plealed to intimate, * that my publication
oight to have been condufled with candour and li.
benlity ; that it was yeur tudy to avoid perflosality” ==

BAEE

o

q orliberality 5 if I did, 1folemnly declare, in juitice
# yiy. and myfelf, I would apologize., Bat if [am
mitaken, if icis deficient in either, I confefs, Sir,
| 4 yeur aduice been ilufirated by your example, 1
fauld have doubly felt its force—Is the infinuation
tat [am for paffive obedience and nonrefiltance; that
it is difficult to unrivet amciens prejudices, and dif-
wlitlh firmer feclings? Is the flory of Pitt and the
fghu of man, with the infinyation that you are mif-
iiex if many of your opponents do nor coincide in
cpaon with him? Is your allufion to my former
fervice in the Britith army.? I fay are thefe, or any
§ o thele infinuations, in that fpirit of candour and li-
bnlity, fo becoming in a man, snd fo highly de.
oras ina judge ?—Are they, Siry evidences of your
Eﬁy'ca avoid ‘perionality f— :
lrispainful to {pesk of opes (elf,—but it has become
1 calay o avoid milreprefentation aud miltake.~—lI
wisborn in Maryland, and. living in it at the time of
it battles of Brandywine and German-town.—1 join-
L the . Britifh army December, 1777, and accepied
! commilfion before the age of twenty.one.—1 left
1 the United States November, 1773 ; was taken pri-
fader by ehe Spanierds, snd fcat to the Havanaa in
37813 rewurned 1o New-York a prifoner in 1782 in
{ " fme fall went to Englind, and foon afier o
Funce,: for the recovery of my health, and did not
o the United *States until 1785.—1 have lived
a years in Annapolis.—The lait five | have been 2
Btmber of the general affembly ; an honour conferred
o me withont folicitation. ; and before the acceptance
‘,’f wy feat, I fold my half pay, that I might fiand an
“5’~‘P=n§cx§t min,~~Thus fapported by the kindnels
td partiality of my fellow-citizens, from my foul [
My the wesknels, and defpile the folly, of allufions
@y lervice in.the Britith azmy.

e much resfon o belicve that yow, Sir, ap-
S’Wtd of me a5 your fucceffor.to reprefent the city of
" ?.'Po""'f'?(miﬂ-\'e}known me for twenty-five years,

% In. tlliny habity of jnteccourfe with you and my
ew:citizens, my fopmer political canduét has never
it publicly brought into view} until _tbis period.—
3% ime-ferving meafures of the prefest day, in the
p of political enthufialts, - rip-ip’ and expole the
.:,’I“ﬂd-‘niltiu of ‘yoith, ‘iot-as fuch, avith the be-
o exd. defigx -of Bealizg them,;: but becaufe their au-
- ! 8re.in oppofition to the'élection of Mr, Jeffero
}";f’n_wu‘t!xzh:id:mdbfﬁddrcf’my affence”

‘ﬂ:fbll {heen sa-~alied, wxiled from: Borope for.my
o o peeior oip:crimes. :+iHud { become the libeller
. h“lmand,t&.‘maa_hntion;~or‘:hcfiaolz!er'of +Jef-

e 0Brines ¢ ity eibre than. probable, Sir, the

Y of this letter had peverexifted.  ~-: 3
it ¥ou i gaimirtirevt touibe early condu of my

& ;l-'-f Pﬂk Nzwg.l_q diath, nothing extennate or fet
B oy Bl o malice*—Dilclofe: fa&ts; ‘becaale in-
5 :ﬁﬁx {?’3@'520,&: bolath'af maligaity, {not your's,

R vy shing thatmaliag car fugged >«
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not undertaken to advife, inform and infra&t the peg-
ple of the errors of their government, and ¢he incom-
petency of their piefident? Believe me, Sir, I can
Jultly appreciate the right of freely examining public
charafters and meafures, and 1 can cquslly diftinguith
between the independent exercife of that right, and
the attempt to influence the public mind by every ex-
eriten and energy in_ your power, Have you nat
firuck off an extra number of Aannspalis papers, to
give extenfive circulation to your publication ? And
have you not, in every part of Anne-Arundel county,
addrefled the people at their various meetings, to en-
force your opinions; to be appointed an eleBer yourfelf,
with 4 view to turn qut the prefident #—1 do not cen-
fure you for all this, You are boneft and open in
your belief; but furely foch condu@ is more than
what your anfwer ftates, ** that a3 an individual you
only claim the right to judge for yourfelf."—And
having fo written, and fo afted, 2m ] not corredt in
my hand.bill, in calling on the people to fee if the
writers in favour of [efferfon have more wifdom, pa-
triotifm and conftitutional knowledge, than Adams
and the majority of the two houfes of congrefs? If,
Sir, 1 had ever compared you to them, and you had
funk in the fcale, there was nothing to wound your
feelings, becaufe the comparifon is made to the ableft
man and public bodies which { know.—

My hand-bill fates, that you think differently
from general Wathington, avith refpest to the alien bill.
This you have endeavoured to anfwer, by quoting a
paflage from his letter, and then ftating, thatitre-
lates exclufively to France.—I grant you, Sir, that
French aggreffions were the remote caufe of
writing that letter ;—but do rke/? expreflions relate to
France, % no one can mere cordially approve of the awife
and prudent meafures of sour adwiniftration; they cught
to infpire univerfal confidencs #"~—MNo, Sir, they are an
unqaalified approbation of John Adams’s conduét up
ts that time. You fay that genersl Wathington could
not approve of the {cdition bill, and five millions eight
per cent. loan. True, Sir, he could not approve of
meafures not i exitlence at the date of his Jetter, nor
did J (o fay, My hand.bill fpeaks pointedly of the
alien bill, Mr. Adams approved it on the 25th June
preceding the date of the letter. This bill was con.
fidered as~an important defenfive mexfure, It gremdy
agitated the continent; and is it probaole, is it pof-
fible, Sir, thst Walhington, who lived three days
diftant from Philadelphia, whofe heast beas bigh for his
country’s welfare, whofe {olicitude for intormazion was
as'unbounded as his means of acquiring it,-fhould be
ignorant of the pallage of that bill eighteen days pre-
vious to his letter—a 'defenfive mealure, conneflted,
as fuch, with the army of which he was then accept-
ing: the command } No, Sir, Wathington kpew it ;
the approving that bili was 2 meafure of Mr, Adams’s
adminittration, aed as fuch seceived Walhington’s un-
qualified approbation.—1 feel myfelf jutlified and cor-
relt in the hand-bill's fating, that you and Wathing-
ton differ in opinion.—

This you retort on me by a fair fuoke, and 2 true
one, ¢ that I differed in politics from the immortal
Vathington ¥ —But I have lived to fee my error, and

, for many years have moft fincesely repented of it; and

I trufl it will not be long before you feel equal con.
trition, and make as public an. avowal.—For believe
mr, Sir, when either of us differ fram the opinions
of Wafhiogton, the world will not hefitate 8 moment
to decide.

You.appear offended that my hand-bill thould term
your publication ¢ vifionary, chiefly extralled from
the warks of Virginia democrats, and the fubfiance of
the.whole to be found on the Gies of the Aurors, and
in the libels of Chllender.”—~When that band-bill was
publilhed, very few of your numbers had sppesred,
principally confined ta the alien and fedition bills;
and you admit part, (I fay greateft pat,) of your ar-
guments on thefe bills to baue been taken from Mr.
Maddifon’s report-to the Virginia affembly. ‘This re-
port ‘T call a democsatic -one, no offence to Mr.
Maddifon ; ;I believe. him a-great map, thst he gave
much sffftance ip- framing the federal conflitution,
.and was highl: inflrumentsl in its adoption by Vis-

- ginia.—But his report, -from-which you bave fo large:
“ly .borrowed, was drawn up, {if 1 am comeéily in-
{ormed,) to juftify thofe diforganiziog refalutians of
_Virginis, which-werecondemued -on great difenffion
by cvery ftatedp the pnion, except Eentucky :x—rzr-
haps I err; 1 have heard, butdo -not h.)uw,the &,
that ome of the ftates let them lay on ‘their tabley-and
that .amother, forgetful.of propricty, threw. them un.
detw—That & metaphyficsl.publication, .in oppofition
to..fo decided .a-fenfzsoF.;the. anion, -may.be tzrmed
vifionazy withaprapriety,-J:think.no one.can danbt,—
. 1 now call on you, :Sin :¢0 ~pojnt_out-one new jdea in
Four \publication ! #be dats uwg bawd-bill, that 1
.cannot; find Jin- Mr. Maddifos’s: repbst, or. the qther
- papers allnded -t0—I will ga thubugh the Angean talk
of iexaminipg Ahole.pepett,;.and: collating them with
cat, - thr Jalblghiad b gy and: thitidhall be now
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yout immeafe pafiticil ‘anxicty: doés “ndt «fbrd "ydy
Jeifure 10 refleft.="The hero' of Cervihiés “was wilg,
libersl and ‘good, but touch the chord of chivliy,
4nd his pulfe beat to madnefs,c~When or where, have
I charged in my hand:bill,"that” Mr. Jefferfon wanta
religion, or is a deift ! you ;mifcon¢eive'me ; confcia
ous of my awn. infirmities, I'tnter into the bofom - &f
0o man.—His religicas fentiments Ileave ta_Ged. and
Eimfelf. 1t is not the man but his nritings, that 'l at-
tack.; thetendency of his exprefiions o demoralize
the world.—You think 1 have not read his works;
believe me, Sir, I have, {even his letter to Miszeei,)
and with more attentiod than you are aware of. "

I admire univerfal toleration; but. ks exprefions
are thele, It does sme na injury for my neighbour 10 fay,
there is no God, or twwenty Geds ; it neisher picks my fockes
oor breaks my leg P—1f this be true as Yo ene neighe
bour, it is true as w0 a//, and every man’s neighbour,”
and of courfe extends 1o the whole commuiity —Now
if there be x0 God, or taventy Gods, the relfigion of
our Holy Saviour, wko was the fen of God, is de-
ftroyed,—and hence, according to clear logical deduc-
tion from his doéirine, it does no injury for a whole
commurity to difbelieve the religivn of Chrilt, by
avowing there is no God, or faventy —The whale tenor
of your life is a denial of fuch principles ; the allufi-
on to ‘¢ ricking 8 pocket, or breaking a leg,” is an
indelicate one, unworthy the fubje@; it has neither
wit, humour or reafon to recommend it, and is mcre
in the flile of a difciple of Voltaire, in ridicule of
religion, than in fupport of its belief.—Again, Sir,
the next ides is, ¢ if {uch s perfon's tellimony,
{meaning one who denies God, or believes in twenty,}
can not, in a court of jultice, be sclied on, rejedt it,
and be the fligma on him.—But what ftigma can at-
tach to a man if all” his zeighbours believe the fame
thing # A man, like Mr. Jefferfon, placed by the
fmiles of fuiture above the temptation of violating
his duties ; a man of £is enlightened mind end benefi-
cent difpefitions, with the firong perceptions of moral
right, may pafs alife of unimpeached integrity in this -
warld.——But ase the bulk of mankind o circum.
ftanced ? Ip your commerce with the world as & man,
and your experience as & lawyer and a judge, bave
you found the rewards and punifhments of ¢ future
flute, fuperinduced to the pains and penalties of hutman
laws, adequate to reftrain the commiffion of offences?
Does not the profligacy of mankind, even under the re«
ttraints of religion, give daily procfs to the werld of vie-
lations of ¢hiftity, life and property. Remove the fear
of God, the religion of Chrift, and the reflraint of
herealter, and am 1 nct correé} 'in faying that-we
fhall be deluged in the accumulated horrors that kave
attended the orbit of the Frerch revalution ?

Itis the fentiment of Mr, Jefferion as publithed,
not his private lite or belief, that { sttacked.-~But *as
in an{wer to my hand-bill you Lave degarted {rom -the
charge, and gone into evidence of Fis bedicf in the re-
ligion of Chrift,—I will examine that>evidences
Thele words from his publication conflitutes ‘your 1#t
proof, ¢ {1 tremble for sy country, aiben I refed that
God isjuft, and that bis jufiice canmot flep for everV=—1s
there, Sir, on refle€tion one word of this quotation.
that goes further than deifmr.. The Mihometan gc-
knowledge God, they fesr his juftice, snd believe in »
future ftate, but arethey chriftians and beiieversin ke
divinity end religion of Jefus? do.you' not- perceive,
8ir, how illogical your conclufion is lrom your premifés
—that 2 belief in God, 4s proof of belief .in his fon?
- Your 2d proof is an extraét®s from the a& for offa-
blifting religions freedem "—Notw, Sir, for._ my life, . (if
he wrote that law,) [ canfee # preofin it of his iv.
dividual {entiments in favour of cbriftianity.<-Mr.
Jefferfon's obje& was univerfal toleration, and “14 efs2
that, be his irdividual opinions what' they :might,” his
knowledge of legiflation and. the -world hsd -lonf
taught him to know, thata bill muft bé drawnisad
fuit the ideas'of -thofe who are to 2& - upon 1¢; "ahd 'T
prefume, if athei(m “or deifm ~had wppeared .oy the
face of ‘fuch a bill, & Virginis legilatare ‘woold niver
hive paficd’ity ‘hence his fentiments.abd iy latpuisg
may ‘well bt at variance.=<Do unol-mi_ﬁa'ke«:‘ mey Bir,
1 ztn only examiningyour proof, hotvfaying ofr: alflex-
. 1pg that be irnot a'chrifiian, ‘1 repéat-that 1 Jeave "his
religidds fentiments to-God and: himielfi~But:dalfo .
truft, that I have fatisfaftorily proved his printed ories
ire intdmpatible’ with the ‘fafety uf fociety;-and thaz
1 have juftifiéd wy_ hand.bill.~~Whethes. Mr. «Jeffer-
for’s fentiments and language are st Variances whether
be has two languages, jone ronfidential and:one ofid.
al, Tleave to be efiablithed by Gitlet; who mude the
charge,~but if 2¢ will a8.as prefident of the' United
Statey; and fetsimthefentimerts exprefied in -the’ let-
ter to Mazrel, all the world 'minf fee that “his luft for”
-dominién wogld induck him, (o wccept authorityiayde. -
hat he.wepms zai Angldamonsichial fa&ion,” sdis

minifer.éven the forms of 2 Britith governnonent, i pre: < %

Aerznce 1> honoutable getirtinent, or avopeed; gp
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