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el WASHINGTON CITY, January 29,
7 MESSAGES.
the senate gnd house of representatives of the Uni-,
7 ted States,
FE RECEIVED from general Wilkinfon, on the
'923d inftant, his affidavit, charging Samuel Swart-
But, Peter V. Ogden, and James Alexander, with
crimes defcribed in the affidavit, a copy of which
fow communicated to both houfes of congrefs,
+ was antounced to me at the fame time, that
twsitwout and Bollman, two of the perfons appres
Thend-d by him, were arrived in the city, in cuftody”

o of 2 mibtary officers I immedintely delivered to
SRl a0 oy of the UL S:ates in this diftriéy, 4b evis
gence rccoved aoainft them,  with inftru&@ion to lay
PRI sk e Sl vasn d ‘ f .

Zghe fame bofore the Julres, and to apply for their pro-
"Eefs to hrins the accufed to juftice; and T put into
Tdis.hand  orders to the officers having them in cufto-

»":‘ to deliver them to the marfhal on his apolication,
GEL

TH : JEEFERSON...

BEEY . uary 26, 1507, .
A I .

, ous profpeéts of aggrandifement.
neral Wilkinfon balanced in the confidence of go

BN By the letters of capt. Biffel, who commands at

fore MaTac, and of Mr. Murrelly to general Jackfon,
ennellee, copies of which are now communicated
ygonzrels, it wiil he feen that Aaron Burr .paffed
i® MafTac on the 31{t of December, with about ten
ats, navigated by about fix hands each, without

unition were faid to have been arrefted, by the
jlitia 2t Lovifville, :
#5485 the zuards of militia pofted on various points of
1 . . .
[Ohin, will be able to prevent any further aids
paffin: through that chaonel, fhould any be attempt-
dl we may now eltimate with tolerable certainty,
means derived from the Ohio and its waters,
Bwards the accomplilhment of the purpofes ot Mr.
KL TH: JEFFERSON,
A Janvary 28, 1807,
following is the depofition made in open court,
: by Wicriam Eatown, Efquire,
arly laft winter, col. Aaron Burr, late vice-prefi-
e ot the United States, fignified to me, at this
se, that, under the authority of the general go-

gifalnit the Spamith provinces on our f{outh-weftern
ers; which expedition he was to lead, and in

supgmmand of a divifion. I had never before been
gnade perfonally acquainted with col. Burr; and,

e, I knew hut little about the eftimation this gen-
gman now held in the opinion of his countrymen
d his government: the rank and confidence by
gliich he had fo lately been diftinguifiied lefe me no
ht to fufpedt his patriotifm. T knew him a‘foldier.
aicale of a war with the Spanifh nation, which from
& tenor ot the Prefident's mefage to both houfes
congrels feemed probable, I fhould have thought
y duty to obey {o hononrable a call of my coun-
#¢ ; and, under that impreflion 1 did engage to em-
izk in the expedition. I had frequent interviews
pith col. Burr in this city—and, for,a—confiderable
finc, his objet feemed to be to inftru&t me by maps,
gamd other intormation, the feafibility of Aenctrating
g Mexico—always carrying forward the idea thau the
#alurc was authorifed by government. At length,
petime in Febroary, he began by degrees to un-
I himfclf.  He reproached the government with
It ot clarn@ler, want of gratitude, and want of
ice.  He feemed delirous of irritating refentment
my breaft by dilating on certain injuries he felt I
fuffererd from refle@ions made on the floor of the
e of reprefentatives concerning my operasions ju
rbary, and from the delays of government in adjuft-
-my claims for difburfements on that coalt dyring
iy conlular agency at* Tunis; and he (aid he would
fnt me to an hanourable mode of indemnity, I
w bezan to entertain a fufpicion that Mr. Burr
s proje@ting an unauthorifed military expedition ;
hich, to me, was enveloped in myftery ; and, defir.
s to draw an explanation from him, T fuffered him
fuppafe me refigned to his counfel.  He now laid
n bis proje of revolutionifing the wefltern coun-
tys {eparating it from the union, cftablifning a mo-
rchy there, of which he was to be the fovereign,
ew-Orleans to be his capital ; orpanifing a force on
e waters of the Miffiffippi, and exzending conqueft

b bis fcheme—fuch as the republican habits of the

E

. military appearance ; and that three boats with -
) )

b Mexica. 1 fuggefted & number -of ‘impediments '

-

citizens of that country, and their affe@ion towards
our prefent adminiftration of government ; the want
of funds ; the refiftance he would meet from the regular
army of the United Statgs on thofe frontiers; and the
oppofition of Miranda in cafe he fhould fucceed to
republicanife the Mexicans. = ey

Mr. Burr found po difficulty in removing thefe
bbftacles—he faid he had, the preceding feafon, made
a tour through that country, and had fecured the at-
tachment of the principal citizens of Kentucky, Ten-
neflee and Louifiana, to his perfon and his meafures—
declared he had inexhaufible refources to funds; af-

fured me the regular army would ad& with him, and .

would be reinforced by ten or twelve thoufand men
from the above mentioned flates:and territory and
from other parts of the union ; faid he had powerful
agents in the Spanifh territory—and, as for Miranda,
faid Mri Burr, we muflt hang Miranda. He now
propoled to give me the fecond command in his army.
I afked him who fhould have the chief command?
He faid, General Wilkinson, 1 obferved it was fin-
gular that he fhould count on general Wilkinfon:
the elevated rark and high truft he now held as com-
mander in chicf of our army and governor of a pro-
vince, he would hardly put.at hazard for any._precari-
Mr. Burr faid, ge-

prepared to fecur
Mr. Burr it he knew general Wilkinfon ? He an.
fwered yes: and cchoed the queftion. I faid I knew
him well. ¢ What do you know of him 2" faid Mr,
Burr. I know, I replied, that general Wilkinfon
will a&k as Licutenant to no man in exiflerce. © You
are in an error,” faid Mr. Burr—%¢ Wiikinson will act
as licutenant to me.,” From the tenor of repeated
converfations with Mr. Burr, I was induced to be-
lieve the plan of feparating the union which he had
contemplated had been communicated to, and approv.
ed of, by general Wilkinfon, (though I now fufpeét
it an artful argument of fedu&ion) and he often ex-
prefled a full confidence that the general’s influence ;
the offer of double pay and double rations ; the prol-
pect of plunder and the ambition of achievement
would draw the army into his meafures, Mr. Burr
talked of the eftablilhment of an independent govern-
ment welt of the Allegany as a matter of inherent,
conftitutional right of the people; a change which
would eventually take place, and for the operation of
which the prefent crifis was peculiarly favourable.—
I'here was, faid he, no energy in the government ro
be dreaded, and the divifions of political epinions
throughout the union was a circumftance of which

ing men among us who afpired to fomething beyond
the dull purfuits of civil life, and who would volun-
teer in this enterprife, and the valt territory belong-
ing to the United States, which offercd to adventur-
ers, and.the mines of Mexico, would bring ftrength
to his ftandard from all quarters. I liftened to the
expofition of col. Bur:’s views with feeming acquief-
cence. Every interview convinced me more and
more that he had organiled a deep laid plot of treafon
in the weft, in the accomplithment of which he felt
fully confident. Till, at length, I difcovered that his
ambition was not bounded by the waters of the Mil-
fiflippi and Mexico, but that fie meditated overthrow-
ing the prefent government of our country, He faid
if he could gain over the marine corps, and f{ecure the
paval commanders, Truxton, Preble, Decatur and
others, he would turn congress neck and heels out of
doors ; assassinate the President ; seize on the trea-
surv and the navy, and declare himsclf the protector
of an energetic government, The honourable trujt
of corrupting the marine corps, and of lounding com-
maodore Preble and captain Decatur col. Burr propof-
ed confiding to me. Shocked at this propofition, I
dropped the mafk, and exclaimed againft his views.
He talked cf the degraded fituation of’ our country,
and the neceflity of a blow by which its_energy and
its dignity (hould be reltored—faid if that blow could
be ftruck here at this time, he was confident of the
fupport of the hell blood of ‘America. 1 told cgls
Burr he deceived himfelf in prefuming that he, or any
other man could excite a party in this country who
would countenance him in fuch a plot of defperation,
murder and treafon. He replied, that he, perhaps,
knew better the difpofitions of the influential citizens
of this country than I did.” I told him, one folitary
word would deftroy him. He afked, what word? I
an{wered, Usurper ! He {miled at my hefitation, and
quoted fome great examples in his favour. 1 obferv-
ed to him, that I had lately travelled from one ex-
treme of the union to the other ; and, though I
found a diverfity of political opiniop among the peo-
-ple, they appearcd united at the maft ditant alpedt of
“pational danger. ‘That, for the fe&ion of the unjon
to which I belonged, I would vouch, thonld, be fuc-
ceed in the firft inftance here, he would within fix

——

weeks afterward have his throat cut by Yankee mili-
tia,

Though wild and extravagant Mr. Burr’s laft pro-
je€t; and though fraught with premeditated flaugh.
ter, Ifelt yery eafy on the fubje®, becaufe its defeat
he had depofited in my own hands. I did not feel fo
fecure concerring that of disjointing the Union.
But the very intercfting and embarrafling fituation in
which his communications placed me, left me, I con-
fefs, at a ftand to know how to condué myfelf with
propricty. He had committed no overt act of ag-
greflion againft law. I could draw nothing from him
in writing ; nor.could I learn that he had expofed bis
plans to any perfon near me by whom my teftimony
could be fupported. e had mentioned to me no
perfons who were principally engaged with him ex-
cept general Wilkinfop——a Mr. Allon, whé 1 found
was his fon-in-law—and a Mr. Ephraim Kibby, late
a captain of Rangers in general Wayne’s army.
Satisfied that Mr. Burr was refolute in pufhing his
projet of rebellion in the weit of the Allegany, and
apyprehenfive that it was too well and too extenfively
organized to be ealily fuppreffed ; though I dreaded the
weight of this charader when laid in the balance a-

_.gainft my. {olitary _affertion, I brought- my{elf to-the —

relolution to endeavour to defeat it by getting him re-
moved from among us. or to expole myfelf toall con-

per—

e g 354, — "lgi Ioe.
% ieprehidentol the Unite atesig
and after fome delultory converfation,” in which I

aimed- to draw his view to the weftward, T ufed the

freedom to fay to the prefident 1 thonght Mr, Burr
Thould be fent out of this countiy—and gave for rea- _

fon, that I believed him dangerous in it.  The prefi-
dent afked where he fhould be fent? I wmentioned
London and Cadiz. The prefident thought the truft
too important, and fremed to entertain a doubt of
Mr. Burr's integrity. I intimated that no one, per-
haps, bad ftronger grounds to miftrult Mr. Burr’s mo-
ral integrity than myfelf ; yet, 1 believed, ambition
fo much predominated over him that, when placed on
an eminence and put on bis honour, refpe@ to himfelf
would enfure his fidelity : His talents were unqueftiona-
ble. I perceived the fubjedt was difagreeable to the
Prefidentj and to give it the fhortelt courle to the
point, declared my concern that if AMr. Burr were not
in some way disposed of, sve should, svithin eightcen
months have an insurrection, if not a recclution on the
waters of the Mississippic The prefident. anfwered,
that he kad too much confidence in the information,
the integrity, and the attachment to the unjon of the
citizens of that country to admit an apprehensicn of
the kind. I am happy that events prove this confi-
dence well placed, As no interrogatéries followed

“twdeioent, he was organifing. a _f{ecres. expedition ..we fhould profit.. There were very. many,r:nzcrpLif:..‘L‘l.SXPElFLQDAQfAIB!m_I thavght. flence on. the.fuba .

je@, at that time and place, became me. But I de-
“tailed, about the fame time, the whole projects of
Mr. Burr to certain members of congrefs.  They be-
lieved col. Burr capable of any thing—and agreed thag,
the fellow ought to be hanged ; but thought Lis pro-
je@s too chimerical and his circumftances too defpe-
rate to give the fubjed the merit of ferious confidera-
tion. The total fecurity of [eeling in thofe to whom I
had rung the tocfin induced me to fufpe@ my own ap-
prehenfions unfeafonable, or at leaft zoo deeply admit-
#cd 5 and, of courfe, I grew indifferent about the fub-
jeét. :

] Mr. Burr's vifits to me became lefs frequent, and
his converfation lefs familiar. He appeared to have
abandoned the idea of a general revolution; but
feemed determined on that of the Miffiffippi ; and, al-
though I could perceive {ymptoms of diftruft in him
towards e, he manifefted great folicitude to engage
me with bim in the enterprife.  Weary of his impor-
tunity, and at once o convince him of my ferious at-
tachments, I gave the following toaft to the public ¢
_The United States—Palfey to the brain that fhould
plot to difmember, and leprofy to the hand that will
“not draw to defend our Union !

T doubt whether the fentiment was better under-
ftood by any of my acquaintance than col,*Burr. Qur
intercourfe ended here—we met but {eldom afterward.
1 returned-to my farm in MaiTachufetts, and thought
no more of Mr. Burr, nor his empire, till fometime
late in September or beginning of Q&ober, when a
letter from Morris Belknap, of Marrietta, to Timo-
thy E. Danielfon, fell into m§ hands at Brimfield,
which fatisfied me that Mr. Burr had a&tyally com-
menced his preparatory .gperations on the Ohio, I
now fpoke publicly of the fa——tranfmitted a copy of
the letter from Belknap to the depariment of ftate,
and about the fame time forwarded through the hands
of the poftmafter-general to the prefident of the ' Uni-
ted States, a {tatement in fubftance, of what is here

" above detajled capcerning the Miffiflippi confpiracy. of
the {ajd col. Aargn Burry—which js faid to have been
the firlt formal intelligence received by the executive
on the fubje of the confpirator being.in motions

I know not whether my cayntry. will allow me. the

mrerit of corre@nefs of condu@in this pffair. The

o~




