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WEDNESDAY,

From the Monthly .ﬂlaga'zi;'xe.

f the Sufferings of the Crews of two
¢ Squadron of Geveral Mi.
43, which were taken by two Spanish Guar.
'Co'sm. in June, 18063, Written by one of
Guferers who made his escape.

(Can-cluded JSrom our last.)

FTER witnefling the execution of their
ten companions, the prifoners remained
[15nement without any alteration of their
iion, except, from thc. _hcnat of !hc_ wea-
and the weight of their ifons, their fuf-
s were more infupportable than they had
. They anxioufly wilhed for the day
) they were to be taken out .for the pur.
of being removed to their refpective
of fervitude ; in as much as they che-
2 hops, that fome aufpicious circum.’
might favour an efcape, The expeéted
3 arrived on the 7Tth of Augult, when
were all examined, their irons infpecied,
wre firmly rivetted upon them ; and a-
4 o'clock P. M. taken out and carried
1rd of an armed merchant fhip (the Prince
1ce,) of ten guns, for the purpofle of be-
oaveyed to Gnrtlﬁgcna, an extenfive
Eh-feaport town,-fituated-on-the:Main,
Ssut thieehundred—leaguesfromPorto=
flo. At the mouth of the harbour of
blace, is fituated Bocca Chicz, whither a
bo of the prifoners had been fcnte(\ccd.
is plce the remainder were to remain,
they could be conveniently tranfported
ir deflined places.
be prifoners were all placed between the
B and guarded by about filty foldiers,
d on board, exclufive of the fhip's ctew,
hat purpofe. . In confequence of this
g, it was extremely difficdlt to put inex-
pn any effetual plan tor the purpofe of
ing their liberty, nanithﬂ;n;ifr:g the
ke indolence of the foldiers, who fpent
cater part of their time either fleeping
oaking. Several {chemes were concert-
nd all fruftrated.  Preparations were
at one time for ridding themfelves of
irons, which was to be effe@ed during
Bi-ht ; when they were to rife upon the
, take command of the veffel, and car-
into fome port where they might ef.
Had this bald attempt been undertak-
ithout fuccels, feveral lives, no doubt,
d have been loft. Their fituation was
rate ; and defperate means were neeefla-
be attempted.  Jult before the appoint-
ne arrived, they were {urprifed to fee
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booners, part of th

failed him, had betrayed them,

might be retaliated.

of them, at a time to be agreed upon

d defcend into the magazine room, and
pans of a lighted cigar, fet fire to the
fer and put an end, at once, to their
ings, by blowing themfelves and the vel:
This fcheme met with

tof exiftence,
ame ill fuccefs as the former.

hey were now arrived in fight of Caitha
h and all hopes of being captured or o

profpe@s of relief,

igena on the 17th of Aug. 1806, afte
3ge of ten days,

i to receive them, T
the prifoners mad
el irong
cr) not
butex
hing upon their feet a
3 multitude of §
bunded with me
3 with difficult
thr?ugh them, * The
®majority of the jnh
rffoncrg were not'e
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unher of the gunards about their perfons
afed, themfelves examined, and their irons
faghly infpedied. This excited a fulpici-
hat fome one of their number, whofe

oor three at a time had been permitted
pwpon deck; during the daytime, and
nan hour or two in the freth air. Thefe
gences were attributed to the fear of the
pander, of being captured by fome Eng-
cflel with whom they wight fall in du-
their voyage ; when their fevere treat-

e prifoners, finding they had failed in
cheme, had recourfe to another. It was
fed and agreed to, that in cafe they
d not happen to fall into the hands of the
fh, before they fhould reach Carthagena,

¢ Weregone.  Juft as.they were making
porty an Englifh frigate hove in fight, and
W chafe after them—but fhe was too late,
Racommon fatality feemed to attend all
They arrived in

the next day thep were all taken out
Marched up through the gate of the walls
ctown, and throughthe town to the prifon,
he forrowful appear-
¢ in marching along
thrnpgh the town (about 47 in
having any thing upon their
pofed to the hot fun—without
nd in rags, drew
paniards to behold them,
Ny, women and children,
y they could make head-
fhabby appearance
abitants fhowed, that
ntirely out of fathion

light of the fun ; cut oft from the circulati-
on of the air ; hot, filthy, and without any-
thing to reft their heads upon but the bare
ground,  Whilt reflecting upon -thele for-
rowtu] regions of delpair, they were comfort-
ed by the'¥afgepation from their keeper, that
thele were on porary places of confine-
ment, until another one was fitted up,
The prifon which was fitted up to receive
the prifoners was adjacent to, and formed a
part of, the walls ot the town, or the walls
of the town formed the back wall of the pri-
fon—the front facing in upon the town. The
walls were made of ftone and lime, about 12
or 13 feet thicke The rcoms or cells, in
which the prifoners were to be confined, were
about 90 feet long and about 30 wide. There
were no windows or-fisles to Tt in light, ex-
cept through the gratings of the door, where
the guard was placed—a few [mall air holes
led through the back of the prifon ; and fen.
tinels were placed upon the top of the prifon
walls.  The floor of the pifon was made of
bricks, which tormed the only pillows the pri-
foners had to lay their h=ads upon. To this
prifon all were removed after remaining feve-
ral days in their temnporary places of coufine-
ment, except thole who were fentenced to la-
bour at Bocca Chica, T'hey were taken out
and .commenced. their. term- of fecvitnde, of |
which TentisnWwillBe- made afrerwards.~This-|
prifon, although of a fimilar make to the firlt,
they were happy to find, afforded them more
room, more air, and more light.
They were now reduced to the number of
twenty-eight, who were all canfined in one
apartment, T'heir irons were examined and
more ftrongly rivetted upon them, Thofe i-
rons confifted of two heavy clevifes which
were plated round the ancles, at the erds of
which were holes, and through thele ran
an iron bolt, faftening them upon the an-
cles; and joining one ancle with the other, at
about fix inches apart, juft enabling them to
limp along, by hitching one foot before the
other. L'hele irons weighed about 20 or 25
‘pounds weight. At firlt their ancles became
fo galled by them, which continually fretted
the flefh whenever they attempted to exercife,
that it was with difficulty they could walk a-
bout the floor of the prifon, At length hav-
ing grown lank and thin by the lofs of flefh,
they were enabled to raife the irons almoft up
to the knees, and by means of ftrings tied to
the bolts and round their necks, kept them in
that fitvation, by which they were much re-
lieved in walking,
‘I'heir keeper was anold Spainer, and a
fergeant of the puards, Ie was intrufled
with the fuperintendence of all the prifoners
in confinement. He kept a kind of provifion
fhop, near the prifon, and was the purveyor
of the prifoners, and fupplied them, in behalf
of the government, with food, The prifoners
were ferved twice a day, with a fort of fare,
confifting of boiled plantains, rice and water,
and fometimes a {mall piece of2fifh.  About
one pint of this pottage was ferved out to
each, in the fore part of the day ; and to-
wards evening the fame repeated. In fome
feafons of the year, when vegetables and food
were not fo plenty, they were {canted to a
hittle rice and water, or a boiled plantain or two,
fcarcely fufficient to fupport nature. Their
allowance was eighteen pence per t‘lay. Tllls
was paid to the old fergeant, who for one fhil-
ling a piece fupplied them with thofe two
meals a day,and the furplus fix-pence he pa!d
them. This money they either-laid outin
buying more food or fome kind of covering
for their bodies, or laid it up till times of
ficknefs. Afier a while they were allowed
the eighteen-pence in money, inftead of food,
with which they were to fupport thcmfc‘lvcs.
In this fituation they were to remain, as
they were told, until they could be remo¥ed
to their places of labour. It was, howgver,
underftood, that they would not be rcmov.cd
during the war between England and Spain,
as the harbour was continually blockaded by
Englith veflels.
Thofe nincteen prifoners who were fentenced
to the Caftle Bocca Chica (Little Mouth)
which is fituated at the mouth of the harbour
of Carthagena, were taken out and _put to
labour in the town of Carthagena ; their irons
were taken off—an iron band put round cach
of their ancles, with a ftaple in it, .by \Yluch
two perfous were chained together, th_h a
large ox chain about 20 fect long, and weigh-
ing 50 or 80 pounds.—They were then put
to labour with the common criminal convi&
flaves of the place. Their labour. confifts prin-
cipally in digging, fetching and carrying, large
ftones and fand, for the purpofe of buildin
fortifications, &c.—this they do upon 3 hand-
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handbarrow, they place upon it their chains,

= Soonaiter. thetrimprigpment, [EHt Al WEFE ]

barrow.. {After they get their load upon the

Szp'rivun_zx‘r 6, "1 809, . [Nos 32.69_.]'
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‘ Aft ivi he pl s e g . ., Lt
- ~ they :er ar(fn;n_gl :\5 t :-ip accioi'col;‘ﬁncx:;_cf?_t, and prgtccd to carry it wherever it may be | walls, others were bufy fawing npon'their bol
; ' re [eparated and pus into three diffe- | wanted, wiiieh il vh thei bl
‘ 9,1915:2113“13~ . rent rooms or holes, almoft deftitute of “the ich pafled through their ancle irons,

When they were let out to labour, . being
almolt naked, the {corching fun was o power.
ful, as to raife blilters upon the parts expofed
to the heat ; the middle of the day was al-
molt infupportable, many would faint and
fall under the load they were compelled to
carrys  This, inftead of exciting pity, would
only bring upon them the lafh of the negro
flave-drivery who attended therh, At firlt
they fuffered misch for want of hats.” Thefe
they procpred out of the money which was
allowed them to live upon. The large ftraw
bats were of great [ervice in fcreening much
of their bodics from the fun, After labour-
ing in this manner for fometime, they became
more accuftomed to the cliinate, their fkins
were {oon tanned from white to brown, and
the heat became more endurable, They are
called up in the morning by their 8rivers, at
daylight, and put to work. At noon and
night they are permisted to eat-whatever they
can procute with their fcanty pittance. At
night they are locked up in a prifon, where
they reft till morning, ~They paffed and re.
pafied the prifon where their fellow country-
men were confined, but were not permitted
to have any accefs to them.  Whenever any
one was fick, he was {ent to the flaves hofpi-
tal, where he remained till his health was re-
covered. In this manner they flill continue
to wear out_their wearied lives,

-ed in that fltuation, prepared to th
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conneted themn togetler. - When they cea

fawingy the fuw-cuts, made in the bolts, th
filled up with wax, by which means they com
fcarcely be difcovered upon infpedtion. ‘A
feveral months fawing, occafionally in
manner, they had fuccerded in fawing the
bolts {o far off as to be enabled,. with'thé]
hands, by bending them backwards and o
wards, to break them apart, This, beipg don
they filled the cuts up with wax, and remaig
rowthy
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off wqgnever occafion required.: © | "1
Thofe who were fick at the hdfpital, havi
recovered, returned to their prifon, “abd com
menced working at the breath in the'wal
with all poffible diligence: M. Lippingo
and Mr. Sherman had previoufly retcive
from a friend certain advantes in miopeyy -t
which they gave him their bills on their friend
in America. This money was privately fihug
gled into their prifon.  To this they were i
a great meafure indebted for their fubfeljuens
fuccefs.  They were now enabled to obtaif
many things in prifon necefTary tor carryinf
on their operations. They procured knives
files, &c. and a fufficiency of proviﬁons,‘iﬁ
which they were enabled to recover ftrengt
to encounter the intended attempt, Many &
ther advantages they derived from this fource
which it is not conceived neceffary here. $4

attacked with fevers, the' flux, black jaundice,
and other diforders, that prevail during the
fickly feafon. Their complaints were lit:le at-
tended to by.stbhgir. keepers. No affiftance
was offered them at firt, They were obliged
to endure their ficknefs, lying upon the hard
tiles of the prifon floor, = At length one of
the prifoners, by the name of John Burk, died,
This encited more attention to their com-
plaints, and fhortly afterwardsj they were
indulged with the liberty of going to the hof-
pital whenever they were unwell.

The prifoners feeing no profpe& of melio-
rating their condition, turned their attention
to the inaking of a breach in the wall of the
prifons  Every convenient moment that could
be embraced, with fafety, was appropriated
to that purpofe, not only during the night,
but fometimes during the day. The perfon
from whom dete&ion was moft to be feared,
was the fentinel at the door, and by watching
his motions through the grates, they might di-
reét the one at work, in fuch a manner as to
avoid fufpicion, During the night, a lamp
was kept continually burning in the back part
of the prifon, for the benefit of the fentinel ;
and as the prifoners had little elfe to do in the
daytime, except indulge themfelves in fleep
and reft, it was gencrally the cafe that more
or lefs of them were up during the night,
walking the floor for exercife and airs This
pralice was now regularly purfued, that the
notfe of their irons and the talk, might drown
the noile of the hammer. The lole where
they were at work, was at the further end of
the prifon, and about eighty feet from the
door; fo that nv uncommon noife beyond
what was conftantly made amonglt fo many
prifoners, was required to deceive the ears of
the fentinel. The wall through which they
expefed to pafs, was about thirteen feet thick,
and was made of ftones, bricks and mortar,
cemented together. The ftones were not of
the hardelt kind, but generally fuch as are
found along the fea fhore, from whence they
were broughts  After one night’s work was
over, and juft before morning, the pieces of
ftone, brick and mortar, &c. which came
from the hole, were by means of water and
lime, which was privately Procurcd, made in.
to a kind of mortar, and’ replaced into the
hole, the outfide rubbed over with a little
whitewafli, and the old hammock hung before
itas ufual, Sojthat the keeper, when he came
into the prifon, feeing every thing in its pro-
per place, his fufpicion was not excited, nor
had he any curiofity to make any particular
examinations.

In this manner they-continued to purfue
their labour, alternately relieving each other,
particularly thofe who made their efcape ; the
principal part of the reft being averfe to the
attempt, conceiving it hazardous, and that it
poffibly might involve them in a worfe {itua-
tion. But Mr. Lippincott, Sherman, and
Smith, were determined to perfevere and take
the rifk and blame upon themfelves. Some-
times the ficknefs and removal‘of feveral of
‘the prifoners to the hofpital, would caufe a
cefTation of their progrefs for. awhile ; but it
was again rencwed upon their 'n&g*:

In order to be prepared to rid¥iemlelves of
their irons, by thertime the hole xhrough the
walls fhauld be completed, or upon any other
favourable occafion, they procured (by certain
oyt-door affiltance) feveral old knives, which
by means of a_file they made_imtd faws.
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diligent labour, though interrupted at inter]
valsy {o far finilhed the hole as to reach thg
outfide of the prifon walls. A few minutes®
would complete it fo a3 to enable them to paff
out, b
About this time one of the prifoners, M
Jersmiah Powell, received a pardon from thiill
king of Spain, and was difcharged fram hi
utprifonment. ~ . : g
Ouw or about the Tth of WNovember, 180
abcut 11 o'clock at night, after the ufua
bour of refl, they prepared <t take Frenct
leave of their old fergeant. They divided th
number of prifoners, who were willing to rifi
the danger, into different companies, for bets
ter fafety after they were out, Mr. Lippins
cott and Sherman formed one company by
themfelves. They then drew lots to afcertaiche
who fhould firlt veriture out, and the order ifight
which they fhould proceedi The principal
immediate danger to be apprefiended was)
from the fentinels upon the top of the walll
who might not happen to be afleep upon thei
poft. ‘LThe perfon who drew the firft chance
to go out, happened to be a prifoner who was
unwell, and accortlingly declined going. Mrif§
Lippincott and Mr. Sherman agreed with hims
to take his chance off his hands. Mr, Shers]
man having taken off his irons, firft went. onta i
Immediately Mr. Lippincott followed, andj
the reft purfued in their arder. No noife wa
made, and the fentry remained undiftorbed.
Lippincott and Sherman crept round the wallsiits
of .the town, until they came to a river, {88 .
on the other fide of whith wasa fmall village i SIS
P
1
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After travelling up and down the fhore of th
river they dilcovered a canoe hauled up before
the door of a Spanifh hut. This with gread;
difficulty they dragged into the river, not-§
withftanding they were molefted by dogsy
_whofe noife was near thwarting their attempt.§
After effe&ing this, they crefled over, landed!
near a guard-houfe, and were near falling in<
to the hands of the guarde.  Owirg to tHe §E
darknefs of the night, however, they avoided!
thems Here they travelled about in fearch
of a place where they could be concealed for SRS
the enfuing day, until being weak and fa-
tigued with the difficulties - they had encoun-j8
tered, their {lrength failed them, and they (atgl
or rather fell down in the ftreet. It was nears
Iy daylight ; and they had-but. a fhort tim&
to provide for their fafety. At length difcos
vering agight, in a (mall hut at (ome diftance; &
they approached it, made themfelves knowd; S8
to the ponr tenants, as prifoners i diftrefsy &
and immediately offered then two or three ™
pieces of gold.  They fhook their heads, byt ®
upon doubling the fum, they confefited to res 3
ceive, and fetréte them for a fliort time, They
remained in this fituation Until the next nights)
when they made their efcape to another.place
where they remained fecreted for (everal<y
weeks, when they made another move, trafts:
ing to their friend which.they carried in their’
phketye 0\ SR T
The ather Oxttecn prilonaretook. a courfe s
long she edge-of the.Jhave; steept Mofcsill

8nith, who Ah'etr)g'\fo@é‘h’h’i{@’i«lty'and'hﬁ )
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able to proeedd, ‘t’bn;{&d‘gxfnﬂf]f’in ‘th
hufhes, yrhere he Tay unfif the fecond : nig
dufing which time the cdvah{ia

diers paffed by, aud were' n¥ae
him in purfuit of the prifdngrk.:- :
.out, and taking the c'nurfc“f(ﬁiiﬂf.' Lippind
catt and Sherman had_ tuden, ‘croffed  the ri
wer, where be again ‘cop a-rled himfelf ontif}

which would-otherwife drag upon the groupd,
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With thefe, while fome were engage
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the enfuing pight, being’ two_days withont
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