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Gession of the Legislature,

TO THEIR CONSTITUENTS.

(oo Citizenss

At l'"""‘d like the present, wheq the tempest
f war overwhelms our beloved couritry, and she
 renaced with the scourge of humanity, which
lang desclated ccn:me‘\t:.! Europe ; the
“dersigned membzrs of' the minority in the
1ogce of Delegates are impelled, by a sense of
(o their constituents and in justification of
own pcliticﬁl condud, to claim your serious
ention t0 3 review of the causes of the im-
[onding evils k i
Aware of the gravity and importance of - the
(&, which we have assumed, it has not been un-
en without mature deliberation For many
2 course of measures has been pursued by
have been entrusted with the manage:
\ic affairs, which has gradually 1m.
tiongl prosperity.— Fhe most promi-
quences have been the an-
a diminution of revenue,
distress, suspicion
insult and aggres-
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a!
ears
vose who
ent of puv
aired our 02
ent of 1tS baleful conse
‘hilation of commerce,
L4 an increasing expendigure,
.d alarm at home ; contempt,
<i-ns abroad.
Before we enter upor a detail, which will e-
nce the truth of this representation, in justice to
otives by which we are aduated, and the
ples which have ever directed our condutt
ueas you to be guarded against the unjust’
-sinzation of those, who will endeavour to per-

de you, that our object is to create an unw ar-
rncable opposi!ion to the naticnal administration
No, fellow citizens t ours is the only repablic up-
2 earth  Rational liberty, an exile from tne O14,
\1s found 2 temple in the New World  Qurs is
2 government emanating from the people. They
have delegated a portion of their power to agents,
ho are bound to provide for the common det uce
1 promote the general welfare, and to secure the
yessings of treedom to their constituents. 1f
stev should fail to perform this interesting duty,
1y discharge the high cbligation, the pecple have
reserved to themselves a constitutional corredtive
Their unworthy servants will be dismissed, and
their authority will be confided to more faithful
and more competent agents. We will not trespass
tpon your patience by a reference to documents,
already published to the world. which blazon our
share, and give energy to despair,

1t is known to you fellow citizens, that by the
tlassing of Divine Providence, the wisdom of
the sages, and the valour of the heroes of the
revolution, secured to us the blessings of indepen-
dance, and we found ourselves at the end ot that
glorious struggle free to establish a government of
our choice, to perpetuate those blessings to poste-
T « By the peaceable working of events” a
consitution was framed and adopted : the U S
assumed the imposing and interesting attitude of 2
“yourg but powerful nation, rapidly appragimating
to gicatness, under the banners of Freedom. And
here permit us to remind you, thatour first steps in
the prosperous march to national aggrandizement
were guided by the prudence and firmness of that
glerious chief, who had been our sword and buck.
Jer in the day of battle. Uhe government was
scarcely crganized under the new consiitution,
whea the French revolution commenced. Nced
we recount the momentous CONSeqUENcES, which
ave charaflerised its progress, and termination, &
1ts influence upon the policy of our own couniry.
The task i< unaecsssary as it wouid be painful
If we can demonstrate to Your satistaition, that
the management of our public affairs hus been in-
judicious and impolitic ; that no time should be
lost in ayresting the career of men who obstinate-
ly persevere in a system <O pernicious in its con-
feqnences; you will not hesita'e a moment 10 ap-
ply this constitutional corredtive  For this pur-
pose only, we have rescived opon this appeal to
the good sense, the spirit, and the interests of the
yeomanry of Maryland We shall endeavour to
make it plain, intelligible and dispassionate, with
a firm reiiance that our motives will be duly ap-
preciazed: that our efforts will avail to rouse you
to a jealous vigilance of the measures of govern-
ment  Should our flattering expeations be rea-
lized, we shall hail, with exultation, the day
when our country was resc
destrudtion. . 4
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These circumstances are encountere
ry of parties, wrich divide our country now,
debilitate our national councils

with the mother country, because <he was the he-
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merica was grateful
analizing the policy,
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and suddenly vindicating the righ

gainst man’s oppressim, aiforded a2 spefacle to
which freemen could not be indifferent. America
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A summary of the circumstances, which have
: ng prosced of national glo-
is necessary to animate your exertions to avert
hich without the signal interposi
dence must shut it in for ever.
d in th? histo.
and

France was the ally of America in her contest

ain. A-
for her assistance, without
which prompted her to afford

France awakened from the sleep of centuries,
ts of man a.

stimulated by sympathy effervensced to enthusias v,
anawful crisis was about t . plunge our couiiry in-
10all the horrors which have marked the progress
of a convalsion, which has invelved kingdoms, em-
pires, and republics in one tremendous ruin  T'hat
Being who had graciously rescuel us from the
tysanuy of Britain again bared his arm tor our
salvation He inspired and streagthened the same
agent who was our leader in the tented fiddd—The
wisdom and intrepidity of Washingtod interposed
between® his country and the abyss which gaped
for her destrullion. The proclamation of neu-
trality secured to us the blessings of peace, but
irs (diustrious author anl hi. friends became the
suhjedts ot suspcion and obloquy to many of
their fellow-aitizens  From this peried, fellow-
citizens, you will date the rice of parties in this
country. Their progress is distinguisned by cha-
Aers, which uniformly take theirc:l uring from
‘hisorigmal  Attachment to France has been the
bane o1 ~ur unazional happiness Itis in reality
the eficien: cause of all the evils which have ac-
curaulated upon us as to the disastrous moment,
when it is about to commit us ina war with G.
Britain and its more dreadful cencomitant an alli-
ance with Erance.

Unforturately for ocu
the prejudices of a majori
zens have sandlioned th
urged you to expe} from your
cils, those men to whose pa
are indebted for the early gr.atn
lic. You hailed with aifection and exultatior
successors as exclusive patriots and friends of li-
berty —alcre worthy 1o direa yuut destinies.  Rxt
perience the true oracle of wiscom, has demon-
strated their incapicity and your delusion—alas !
Low much that delusion has been increased and
proiraded by the vile arts and inflamatery writngs
of foreign incendiaries ~Lan you be aralossto
account for the zeal anl industry they have used to
hoodwink the gosd pacple of the U S. to their
true interest. In censuring the conduét of these
d.'pm\'ed but unfortunate men, we ought_nnz to
conceal, that there are circumstances, which, in

r unhappy country though
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is fatal predil-&ion, it
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sions. Centuries have witnessed the strugs | ingto condemnation American shipping for a
les of Ireland ; but with only partial suc- contravention of ite prohibitions, and C;rfc?t-
in-
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he oppreifed
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opposition to the pre-
enemies of the coun-
aving disclosed
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ceded, we are_persuaded you

) If you are
still blind to the means by which our present
rulers beguiled you dnd established their po+
pularity, you cannot be indifferent to the ¢x-

usting dangers which surround you. It it be
the policy of your administration go sele&t G.
Britain as your enemy, and we have cvery

reaton to belicve, that such is their infatuated
d:grmination, we implose you fellow-citizens,
to pause and refle@t upon certain consequen-
ces of such an' a& of desperation. Refle &,
that these consequences must result from the
present situation .of our country. It is a
maxim of sound policy, that no nation should
encouiter the perils and calamities of war,
w’j'.houta well founded expecétation, bottom-
ed upon a corte@ estimate of 1ts resources
and a&ual preparation, that the great ohjedl
contended for, will be attained by the con-
test. Where then the evidence that the U,
S. are prepared to wage wac with one of the
most tormidable powers upon earth, with a
reasonable prospe@ of ultimate success ?
Will not war with G, Britain, in reality, be
a degrading submission to the imperious de-
mands and unwarrantable aggressions of
France. WWhere is the statesman so weak or
so wicked as to deny that the fatal effect of
the miscaken policy will be to force usintc an
unnatural alliance, offensive and defensive,
with the imperial scourge ot Europe ? We
wish nnt to be considered as alarmistse  We
appeal to historical examples to corroborate
our assertion, that a contest with one belli-
gerent necessarily induces an alhance with
1ts adversary. But, fellow-citizens, the most
distresang part of our duty remains to be
discharged, it 1s to expose to your observati-
on the real state of the nation, reduced by
the suicidial measures of administration to a
degree of debility, which bas awikened the
anxiety and apprehension of every friend to
his country, and encourages the insults and
aggressions of our enemics, Behold the
heart-rending spe@acle of national depressi-
on, an exhausted treasury and an expuiny
comm-~rce, resulting from the indiscretion of
your cabinet, and the inseparable concomi-
tants of its restriive system, and wastetul
exvendirure of national revenue, announce in
a language which cannat be understood the
inadequacy of the means requisite for offen.
cive operations and the certainty of exactions
from agticulture, whenever the pride of opi-
nion or the spirts of revenge shall call them
into existence.

© Among them
natonal debility, the fourteen 1
bargn challenges the first consideration. ‘T'he
dedared obje€r was to save our men and ship-
pirg. and by a denial of our raw materials,
and bread stuffs to the belligerents, to coerce
them to that justice which we

ost operating causes of this
nonths em-

have a right

errors which lead to a dissolution of the upia
on. We have with like emotions, scen tBe}c_'
dotuments, thus bought,. (and furnishing
proof of the honourable and patriotic devoti-
on to the country of those very opposers of
the cabinet) tortured and made the toundatia
on of exeeutive dénunciation of a majority
of a se@ion of the union, which must be’
considered in every spect to possess an ime
mense weight irf the tuture destinies of e "
republic. We had a constitutional right [
expect that rhe citizen, who wis cleéted to
the highest office in the.gittof the American
people ard was then charged with the preser-
vation of the Union, would pursue every
honourabie aud legitimate means, to bring to
punishment, ard to subjed to merited detes-’
tation, every combination of the disaffeQed. -
We have here again been disappointed § for
we have seen the president of the U. States:
announce to the congress, the existence of
such disaffe@ion among our citizens, and in-
stead of detaining the witness, upon whose
testimony such an annunciation was made,
we have scen him stipulating with him, that :
an examination should not be had, and lest
such a stipulation should be violated from a-
ny inquiries which the congress might deem
it expedient to originate, we have had the de«
grading spe@acle of a national armed vessel
being prostituted to the disgraceful purpese
of removing him beyond our jurisdi@ion. ., )
It was to be expetted that the day was not
far distant, when a full developement of the
pernicicus tendency of the measures of the
cabinet would be submitted to the nations
Experience had taught those who now ma-
nage our national cuncerns, that the freemen
of America would not long submit to 2
course of policy reprobated by patriotism and
witdom.  We dread lest we may attribute
to this’ krowledge, the recent pewer, exere
cised by the House of Representativer, inhi-
biting an immediate representative of the
people from detailing at large wie fadls and™
reasoning impelling him to submit for consi-
deration, a proposition deemed by him as vie
tally affe@ing the prosperity of his constitu-
ents and the perpetuity of the republic 3
such a right we deem an assumption of pow-
er, dired@ly violaung the republican teniper
ot our constitution, and utterly. inconsistent
with the constitutional right uof the citizen
to be heard by his repiesentative—a prece-
dent, which, if submitied to, might enable a ——
\-Ul'uyl"' L 3 e L e %
tion imgerceptibly to ruin.  The prafice of
the House ¢f Representatives in sitting with
closed doors, and thus excluding those inte-
rested in the correét administration of the
guvcmment‘from a knowledge of the motives
and bearings of the propositions submitted,
we deein highly alarming, and our alarm is
increased, wheuv we are informed that questie
ons of the highest import to the union,
not less than ¢ peace or war’ are thus origi-
nated and discussed from cfficial correspons

dence, not deemed confidential, but which is

Britain considered it only as a measure

convenient restri
people. Your shipping
prate&ion) tled from its carce

portion of the American people,
its only vi&tims.
and the utzer inadeq

(one obje& of it
I'he hones

uacy of the means em

telves of the asylum with more alacrity, or ; '
s:;;rc:a::r numbycr than the Irifl. Hu{;’h is | ployed to obtain the contemplated obje@, 1 if the course of policy at present pursued by
the meed of priise, rich the reward, which prostrated the national charader abroad. Af- | your administrations will lead to uational ho-

rom the gratitude of | ter these deplorable cffedts, it was abandoned | nor, to the stability of the union, or yout

those whose indiscretion produced it

b
L bation of the c

marked by the appro! of
this country—a non-impottation I
Britain next arose—the operations of whic

wise would now derive fr
state of the world.

In this our’ state of
had a right to require
with the responsible an
administering our limited wealth,
correé expendituree In this legitimate rig
we have been muc
seen with regret and

]

Qion upon the American

have been
Their produce was sacrificed,

itizens of
aw withG.

om the suffering

national poverty, we
from those interested
d honourable task of
a pure and

h disappointed, for we have
indigoation at a_crisis
ded exertions of the A-

submitted to the public. We are at a loss
to attribute such a proceeding to any other
objeét than to a temper, 0 prevent a full dis-
closure of the views of the cabinet, .~
We are, like unto you, principally engaged
in the cultivation of the i0il, and have no
interest inconsistent with yours, We invoke
you, by every consideration dear to Freemen,
to divest ycurselves of every feeling incom-
patible with sound deliberation, And to decide

s
t

; Yindividual prosperity—and if you should be-
lieve with us this policy will be injurious to
those only objeéts of our confederation, we

h | ask from you, a hearty and zcalous co-ope-

, Henry A. Callis

Francis M. Ball
unty—Ephraim K. Wilson,

Worcester Co
Th. M. Williams, Robt. J. He Haundy, Lit.'
tleton Quinton. gt

Calvert County—Thomas Reynolds, Petee
Emerson, Juseph Ireland, Richard:Grabame,’

Somerset County—Geo, WiJackeop, ‘Are
nold E. Jones, Esme M. Waller, Hrviri Lovg.

Kent Coum_y—Richard Frisby, Jars\s Spen-
cer, William Graves. LTl
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{ully retains the

tain, will, x)op“jun
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| e

ify us in claiming

to,oppose by eve

ry constitutional means,; t!

cate the honour, . o
pation. The most impartial neutrality we ob- 1 reie@t it with derision and contempt. demanding the undivi A- LI O
% pa i . will ) o A nd k i le& g . e
_sewved, but our rights as a neutral nation were | \oiy preat relu@ange, fellow-citizens, we merican people, and oo the eve o an eleQtion Charles County—Thos, Regerson, Geo. Do
mamntained ; whea violated, negociaitnn w-;:d b | bave trespassed thus far upon ybuy  patience. deeply affeéting the continuance 1n office of ; Parnhain, Nichs. Stonestreet, Clem. Dorséys , '
sorted to, hut negociation Was accompanied, by . £ “the subje& ’(ge urgency | the present chief magistrate of the U.S. a{ = Dorchester County—Eaward Griffith, s
ration toenforce her demands, the event jus- The importarce 0 jeQyctne urgency § n didoll iven by your s §
tified what theexperience of ages has eontirmed— | of the occasion, and the deep”interest you | bribe of fifty thousand dollars, given by yot Montgomery County—Abraham JanesyJoha -
that to assume a raspedtable posiure of defesice is | must Seel in the discussion of the momentous | cabinet from your small revenue to 2 certain | H, Riggs, Edward Owen, Gharles Evans.
the best security for the enjoyment of the blessings | o cation now to be decided by the people—| John Henry, to procure ‘duclmure_l, which Allegany Cquw—Bcll Howaid, Th-Blaire ...
of peace; a favorite maxim of the ?:E-‘rff his |4 ther it is expedient under exittipg cir- | were supposed. might implicate the integrity |. My H. Neale, from St Mary's, Mn Boyer £t
gratifying to our feciings, we a war with G. Bri-| of those who ‘deemed it a sacred obligation | Kent, Capt. Somervelle from Prince-Geo and

he did not atten

M. Cresap from Allegany,
i gz gl



