WASHINGTON CITY, PCT. 29,
Copies of letters from maj, gen. Van Ranfe-
Jear, of the New.York militia, to major
gen. Heary Dearborn, tranlimitted by the
jatter to the Department of War,
Hesd Suartersy Lewistoton,
October 14, 1812,
SIR, )

As the movements of the army under my
command, fince I had laft the honour to ad-
drefs you on the 8th inft, have bzen of a ve.
ry important chara&er, producing confequen-
ces lerious to wany individuals ; cftablithing
fa&ts aQually connefted with the iutereil of
the fervice and the fafety of the armny ; aund
as I fand prominently refponiible for fome
of thele confequences, [ beg leave to explain
to you, [ir, and through you to my country,
the fituation and circumitances in which [
have had to a@, and the reafons and motives
which governed me; and it the refule is\ not
all that might have been wifhed, it is fuch,
that when the whole ground (hall be viewed,
I fhall cheerfully fubmic my(elf to the judge-
ment of my country. )

In my letter of the 8th inlt. I apprifed
you that a crifis in this campaign was rapidly
advaucing ; and that (to repeat the fame
words * the blow muflt be foon ftruck, or all
the toil and expenfe of the campagn go
for nothing; and worfe than wothing, tor
the whole will be tinged with dithonour.”

Under fuch impretlions, I had an the 5th
inft. written to brigadier gen. Sinyth, of the
U. S. forces, requefling an interview with
him, maj. gen. Hull, and the commandants
of the U. S, regiments, for the purpofe of
conferring upon the tubject of future opera-
tions. J wrote maj. gen. Hall to the fume
purporte  Oa the 1lith, I had received no
aafwer from gen. Smyth; but in a nots to
me of the 10:h, gen. Hall mezntioned tha:
gen. Sinyth had nct yet then agreed vpen
any day for tihe conluliatior.

In the meantime, the partial fuccefls of
lieut, Elliote, at Black Rock, (of which how.
ever I have received no ctficial information)
began to excite a {trong cdilpolition in the
troops to at. This was exprelled o me
through various channels in the (hape of an
clternat:ve ; that they piult bhave orders to
aet 5 or at ail hazards they would g0 Jome.
I fa10ear here commenting upon the obvious
conlequences to me, perfonally, of longer
withholding my orders under fuch circum.
fta- ces,

I had a conference with as to the
poflibility of getting fome perfon to pafs over
to Canada and cbrain corred iaformation.
On the morning of the 4th he wrote to me
that he had' precured the man who bore his
letter to go over. Inflrvions were given
him ; he paffed over—cbtained fuch int&ma-
tion as warranted an immediate attack, W.is
was confidentialiy communicated to (everaldf
my firlt officers, and produced great zeal to
act ; mare elpecially as it might have a con-
trouling effe@ upon the movements at Detroit,
where it was fuppofed gen. Brock had gone
with all the force he dare {pare from the Ni.
agara frontiers The belt preparations in my
powsr, were therefore made to didodge the
enemy from the heights at Queenftown, and
pofiels ourielves of the village, where the
troops might be fheitered from the diﬂr@hg
inclemency of the weather, -

Lt. col. Fenwick’s flying artillery, and a
detachment of reguldr troops under his com.
mand, were ordered to be vp in teafon from
Fort Niagara, Orders were alfo (ent to gen,
Smyth to lend down from Buffaloe (uch de-
tachment of his biigade as exifling circum-
ftauces in that vicinity might warrant. The
attack was to have bsen made at 4 o’clock in
the moruning of the 11th, by croffing over in
boats fromthe Oid Ferry oppofite the hrizhts.
To avoid any embarrallment in troifiug the
niver (which is here a (heet of vinled™E®ie:)
experienced boatmen were procured to take
the boats trom the landicg below to the place
of embarkation,
the man of greatelt il tor this fervice. He
went ahead, and in the extreme darknefs,
paflcd the intended place far up the giver, and
there in 2 moft extraordinarv mannk, faften-
ed his boat to the (hare, and abandenmed the
detackment.  In this froat ozt be had car.
ried nearly every oar which was prepared for
all the Loats, In this agonizing dilemma,

ftond cofficers and men, whule ardour had not ;
bren cooled by exp-ture throogh the nightto !

one ot the molt tremendous north.caft forms,
which continued unabated for 28 hours, and
deluged the while camp, The approach of
daylight extinguithed every profpett of fuc-
cefs, and the detachment returned to camp.
Col. Vaa Rauficlaer was to have commanded
the detachment,

After this refult [ had hoped the patience
of the troops would have continued until I
could {udbmit the plan fuggefted iff |y letter
of the 8th, that I might a@ v@®r and
in conformity 0 the opinion which might
be then exprefled. But my hope was idle ;
the previoufly excited ardogr feemed to bave
gained new heat from the late miscarriage
the brave were mortified to ftop (hort of their
obje®, and the timid thought laarels half
won by the attemp2,

Oa tbe morning of the 13th, fach was the
preffure upon me from ail quarters, that my

refufal to a might involve s in fulpicion
and the fervice in ﬁfgrw‘§

Licut. Sim was confidered |

Viewing affairs at Buffaloc asyet unfettled
I bad immediately countermanded the march
of gen. Smyth's brigade, upon the failure of
the firft expedition ; but having now deter-
mined to attack Queenltown, 1 fent new or-
ders to gen, Smyth to march ; not with the
view of higaid in the attack, for I confidered
the force detached fuflicicnt, but to fupport
the detachment fhould the confli¢t be obiti-
nate and long continuced,

Licut. Co!. Chriftie, who had juft arrived
at the Four Mile Creek, had late ia the night
of the firlt contemplated attack, gallantly
offered me his own and his men’s fervice ;
but he got iny permifiion too lates He now
again came forward, had a conference with
col. Van Renffelacr, and begged that he
might have the honour of a command in the
expeditions Tliearrangement was mades Col.
Van Renflelacr was to command one co-
lumn of 300 militia, and lieut. colonel Chrif-
tie 2 columu of the fame number of regular
troops.

Every precaution was now adopted 45 to
boats, and the moft confidential and experi-
enced men to manage them. At an early
hour in the night, licut. col. Chriltie marched
his detachmeat by the rear road, from Nia-
gara to camp. At 7, in the evening, lieut,
col. Stranahan’s regiment from Niagara Falls

| —at 8 o°clock, Mead's—and at 9, lt. col.

| Blan’s regiment marched from the fame place.
All were in camp in good leafon.. Agreea-
bly to my orders iffued upon this cccafion, the
two columns were to pals over together, and
foon as the heights (hould be carried, lieut.
colonel Fenwick's fyirg artillery was to pals
over; then major Mullany’s detachment of re-
gulars, % the other troops to follow in order.

At dawa of doy, the boats were in readi-
nzfs, and the troops commenced embarking
vider cover ot a commanding battery mount-
ing two eighteen pounders and 2 fixes. The
movement was foon difcovered, & a brifk fie
of mutkery was poured from the whele line
of the Canada Ihore. Our battery then cpen-
ed o {weep the (hore ; but it was for fome
minutes, too dark to dire@ much fire with
fatety, A britk cannonade was now ogened
upon the boats from three different quarters ;
our battery returned their fire, and occalional-

ferved with fhells from a fmall mortar of the
enemy’s. Col. Scott, of :he artillery by halt-
ening his march from Niagara Fallsin the
night, arrived in feafon to return the enemy’s
fire with 2 (ix pounders,

The boats were fomewhat embarrafied with
the eddies, as well as with a (hower of fhot ;
but col. Van Renflelaer, with about 100 men,
thon effefted his landing amiaflt a tremendous
fire dire@ed upon him from every point ; but
to the altoniflunent cf all who witnefled the
lcene, this van ofthe column advanced flowly
agaioft the fire. It was a ferious musfortune
to the van, and indeed to the whole expedi-
tion, that in a few minotes after landirg, col.
Van Renflelaer received tour wounds—a ball
pafled through his right thigh, entering jult

below the hip bone—anothier fhot paffed
| through the (ame thigh, a little below—the
third through the calf of his left leg—and a
fourth contufed his heel. This was quite a
crifts in the expedition. Under fo fevere a
fire it was difficult to form raw troops. By
fome milmanagement cf the boatmen, licut.
cal. Chriftie did pot arrive until fome time af-
ter this, and was wounded in the band in
pafling the rivers Col. Van Renflelaer was
{till able to ftand ; and with great prefence
of mind ordered his officers to proceed with
rapidity and lorm the fort. This fervice was
gallantly petforined, ard the enemy driven
down the hill in every diretion. Soon after
this, both parties were confiderably reinforc-
i ed, and the confli® was renewed in various
places—many cf the enemy took ficlter be-
hind a fone guard-houfe, where a piece of
ordnance was now brifk'y ferved. 1 oidered
the fire of cor battesy dire® upon the guaid-
houfe ; and it was fo effeually done, that
with 8 or 10 (ot the fire was filenced. Tbe
encmy then retreated behind a large fore-
hoafle ; butin a fhort time the route became
general, and the ecemy's fire was filenced
except fiom a one gun battery, fo far down
the river as to be out of the reach of tke
keavy ordnance, ard our light pieces coald
not filence it. A nuiiber of boats pafled o-
ver unanooyed except from the cne nnfilenced
guns For fometime afier I had pafied over,
the vidtory appeared complete; but in the
expeation of further attacke, I was taking
mealures for fortifying my camp immediately,
the dire@ion of this fervice I committed to Lt.
Totten of the engincers. But very foon the
enemy “were reinforced by a detachment of
feveral hundred Indians from Chippawa—
they commenced a turicus attack ; but were
prowptly met and roated by the rifle and
bayonets By this time I perccived my troops

were cmbarking but flowly, I paffed over
immediately to accelerate their movements ;
but to my utter aftonithment, I found that at
the very mument when complete viQory was
in our handi“the ardour of the unengaged
troops had entirely iubfided. I rode in all
dire@tions—arged men by every confideraticn
to pals over—ebut in vain, Lt. col. Bloom,
who had been wounded in 2&ion returned,
monnted his horfe and rode through the camp,
asdid alfo judge Pcck, who happened to be

ly tiirew grape vpon the thore, and wasitfelf

river. A the battery on the hill was confi-
dered an important check againft their alcerd.
ing the heights, mealuies were immediately
taken to fend them a fref fupply of ammu-
nitios, ay I had learnt there wete only lett
20 thot for thie 18 pounders.  U'he reinforce-
ments, however, obliqued to the right {iom
the road, and formed a jun&ion with the In-
dians in the rear of the heightsi  Finding to
my infinite moitification, that no reinforce-
ment would pals over; lecing that another
i levere confli@ muft foon commence; and
knowing that the brave men on the heights
were quite exhaulled and nearly out of am-
munition, all 1 could do was to fend them a
frefh fupply of cartridges. At this critical
moment I difpatched a note to pen. Wad(-
worth, acquainting him with our fituation—
leaving the courfe to be purfued much to his
own judgment—vith affurance if he thought
beft to retreat, I would endeavour to fend
him as many boats as | could command, and
cover his retreat by every fire I could fafely
make. But the boats were difperfed—many
of the boatmen had fied, panic ftruck—and
but few got cfli  But my note could but lic-
tle more than have reached gen. Wad(lworth,
about 4 o’clock, when a moft fevere and cb-
ltinate confli& commenced and continued a-
bout half an hour; with a tremendous fire of
cannon, flying artillery and mufquetry. The
enemy fucceeded in re-poflefling their battery
and gaining advantage on every fide, the
brave men who bad gained the vitory, ex-
haufted of ftrength and ammunition, and
grieved at the unpardorable negle@ of their
fellow-foldiers, gave up the contidt.

I can only add that the victory was really
won ; but loflt for the want of a {mall rein-
forcement.  One third part of the idic men
might have saved oll,

1 have been fo preffed with the various dus
ties of burying the dead, providing for the
wecunded, colledting the public propesty, ne-
gociating an exchange of prifoners, and all
the concerns confequent of fuch a battle, that
I have not bzen able to forward this difpatch
at as early an hour as 1 could have wilhed. 1
fhall foon forward you another difgatch in
which I fhall endeavour to point out to you
the condué of fome noft gallant deferving
officerss  Bat I cannot in jultice clofe this
without expreiling the very great obligation
I am under to brigadier gen. Wadfworth, col.
Yan Renflelaer, col. Scott, It colss Clriftie
rand Fenwick, and captain Giblon. Many
j others have allo behaved molt gallantly. As
{ I bave reafon to believe many of our troops
{fled to the woods, with the bope of crefling
the river, I have not been able to learn the
probahle number, killed, wounded or prifoners.
The flaughter of our troops muft have been
very confiderable.  And the enemy have fuf.
fered feverely.,

Gen, Brock, is among their flain, and his
! aid-de.camp mortally wounded,

I have, &c.
(Signed) ST'N VAN RENSSELAER,
Major General,
Maj. Gen. Dearborn.

HEAD QUARTERS,
Lewistown, Oct. 15, 1812,
SIR,

For any further particolars refpeQing the
aftion ; the prefent fituation and movement
of our troops ; the appearance of the ene-
my’s fituation ; and our future profpeéls, ge-
nerally, I beg leave to refer you to captain
i Dox, who will have the honour to deliver
you this difpatch. Capt. Dox .is an intelli-
gent officer, and much reliance may be placed
on his information and judgment.

I am, with great refpe, &c.
(Signed) ST'N VAN RENSSELAER.
Maj. Gen. Dearborn,

Seasonable Goods.

H G. MUNROE
Has just received, a general assortment of

Dry Goods & Groceries,

Ironmomgery and Stationary, which will
be disposed of on accommodating terms.
ALso,

e
Loaf & Lump Sugar

At the Factory prices.

October I3.

Childs & Shaw,

Have just received. a complete Assort-
ment of

Fall § Winter Goods,

which they offer for sale on the mést_ac-

commodating terms.
ctoder 8.

B. CURRAN, .

Has received a good supply of Cloths,
Coatings, Casimeres, Flannels, Blan.
kets, Stuffs, Irish Linens, and varions
other Articles in-the

Dry Good Line,

which he will sell low for Cash, and as

here, exbortiog tle companics o proceed—
but all in \'lin: .

u o his Punctual Customers,
ctober's,

At this time a large reinfordement fiom '
Fort George were dilcovered coming up the |

Land for.Sule.

By virtus of a decree of the Higl, ¢
of Charcéry the tubscriber wi)) offer t Pw’
Sale, at the Tavern in Qucm-Annéo o

George® ¢
B :;Ei:, county, on Saturday the 3{t N

That Valuable Farp ]

On which Zichariah Baldwin ) roee
situate in that rich and highly f;:::,?d fphided
known by the name of The Forest “c:“f"’!
Ceorge’s  This Farm contains about 300 i
land of the first quality, has a comﬁ,mb:a“.c.
dwelling.-house on it, with a Kitchen, Q'.‘a: fric
attached te it; excellent Apple and pey’
chards; plenty of fire-wood, and muhn‘h %2
Tlml;?r. It is level, fentile and wel] waten‘:hnhit
situarion remarkahly healthy, and the sail L
to clover and plaister. It containg beyides &
15 acres of fine meadow, and the enclosures ‘r
whole are in good repair. In addition to u,;egk
ducerments, it may be stated, that much adj =
lands may be added to itat a price far bdé:,.w“.
value, 50 as to form a most desirabls establishmg
for a monied man, on the most reasonalte terdy,
The distance from Queen-Anne, the nearest :'
is abont seven miles, and from Annapolis ,DZ
Cirl): of Washington about founteen, "
he Terms of Sale, as prescri

of the Chancellor under \‘V’hl(h R
to sale, are, that the
give bond, with approved security,
ment of the purchase money,
on, within twelve months from the day cf
on the receipt of which, and the ratifeation
the sale by the Chancellor, the land shall be cA
veyed to the purchaser or purchasers, and ki
their hZirs, by a good and sufficient deed. S.

tomgnence at 12 o'clock.
James Shaw, T,
&b« 8. ey

Wanted,

TO HIRE OR PURCHASE,

ood plain Cook—Apply at the O

0 Maryland Gazette,
eptember 10.

Wanted
TO HIRE, BY THE YEAR, ,
A NEGRO WOMAN,

who understands House Work, for whic
a liberal price will be given. fnquire
thiy Office.

ept. 17,

SRlcaRE e

That elegant situation, cpposite to the city ¢
Annapclis, adjeining For: Madison It contaiy
vpwards of 3co acres of excellent land, wig
oyster shell banks of rranure in each feld ; wint
three Negro- Men, The convenitnce to cre ¢
the best markets, (for the seller,) in the staze, i
very great. Any pevson wishing torent, may appy
to Mr. Clements, at Annapelis, or the subscrive

1 at Easton,
David Kerr,

t

EXCHANGE OF OLD SIX PER
CENT AND DEFERRED STOCKS
Purszant to the act of Congress, ertitled, « Ay
a& authorising a subscription for the old six
cent. and deferred stocks, and providing for tte
exchange of the sanie,” passed on the 6th day &
i July, 18132, books will be opened on the first dgy
of O&ober next, at the Treasury, and at the se
veral loan offices, and wil continue open til! the
17th day of March next, for receivirg scbscripts
ons of the old six per cent and deferred stocks, ia
the manner prescribed by the said a&  New cer-
tif cates, bearing interest from the £rst day of te
quarter ia which the subscription shall be made, 2
the rate of six per centcm per annum, payaile
quarter-yearly, fcr the unredeemed amocnt of
principai of the cld six per cent and defered
stocks which may be subecribed, will be isscedas
the Treasury or ar the Lean Ofices respedirly
where the old siock subscribed may atf the tme
stand credited. The new steck will be redeemadle
at the pleasure cf the United States at any tme
after the 3158 day of December, 1824; butnore.
imbarsemert will be made except fcr the whek a-
mount ofJ‘.c stock starding at the time, to'ths
credit of aft'proprictor, on the books of thetrea.
sury or of fhe commissiorers of lcans respectively,
nor till after a: least six montks previcus pusls
notig® of such inteaded reimbursement.
Albert Gallatin.

asury Deparimment, Sept. 1c, 1812
Land for Sale.

)
I will gell the plantation on which I now
side, comtaining about six hundred azd
acres of valmble land, adapted to farming, 12
healthy sitoation : There is tie greatest plent of -
| sxood, such as oak, chesnur, walnct and poplr;
it is well watered ; a plenty of meadow, d
about four acres in clover. Tkis land lies witia
two miles of Herring Creek Churcl, five mis
frofn Pig Point, and about the same distane |
from Herring Bay. It will be divided to suit pu-
chasers, if desired. For terms apply to the s=»
scriber,

Sept.

Samuel Harrison.

o

18120

Augustus Uz,’

R tfully informs the Citizens of
Amnmdut at the carnest solicitations of
of the most respectable inm: hed:.‘n o
ammangements, and is now to devorr b
leisure hours to their benefit and gratification, wih
his new and elegant mode of <« ¢
Colouring and Ornamenting Walls,
cither in imitation of paper bangings, or otherwis®
This 30 eminently useful invention is foo genenlly .
known throughout the Union to need any furtber
illostration  Directions, in writing, left at )(a_'
Jarvis's, on Hill Point, or at !u.’lsnc Pankor's
Tavern, (where a rough {pecimen of the vwfkl
may be seen,) wll be stricly attendd to, anial
informaticn respettipg expenzes apd &
rayility given,

‘October &

-

(LXIXth YEar.
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WASHINGTON CITY, NOV. 4.
The Prefident of the United States thi

communicated by Mr, Coles his p

Secretary, the following meflage to

grefs :—

Fellow-citizens of the Senate
and Houfe of Reprefentatives,

On our prelent meeting, it is my firlt
10 invite your attention to the Provid
favours which our country has experie
in the unufual degree of health difpenf
jts inhabitants, and in the rich abun
with which the earth has rewarded the |
betowed on it,  In the fuccefsful cultis
of other branches of irduftry, and i
progrefs cf general improvewent favoy
to the national prefperity, there is jult
fion, alfo, for our mutual congratulati
thank fulnefs.

With thefe bleflings are neceflarily
gled, the prefures and viciflitudes incid
the ftate of war, into which the U. S.
been forced, by the perfeverance of a f
power, in its fyltem of injultice and a
fion.

Previcus to its declaration, it was de
propery as a meafure of precantion and
calt, that a confiderable torce fhould be |
ia the Michigan Terntory, with a g
view to its fecurity, and, in the event o
ta fuch operations in the Uppermoft C
as would intercept the hoftile influence
Britain over the favages, obtain the com
of the lake on which that part of C
barders, and maintain co.cperating rel
with fuch forces as might be moft conve
ly employed againft other parte.  Brig,
Hull was charged with this provifion:
vice ; having under his command a bo
troops compoled of regulars and of volu
from the ftate of Obio, Having re
bis deltiration after his knowledge
war, and poffefling difcretionary author
ad offenfively, he paffed into the neigl
ing territory of the enemy with a prof
ea'y and viQtoricus progrefs, The expe
reverthelels terminated unforturately
caly in a retreat to the town and fort o
troit, but in the furrender of both, 2
the gallart corps commanded by that o
The caufes of this painful reverfe will
veitigated by a military tribunal.

A'diftinguifhing feature in the oper
which preceded and tollowed this adve
vent, is the ufe made by the enemy, !
mercilefs favages under theirinfluence. |
the benevolent policy of the U. S. inva
recommended peace and promoted civi
on among that wretched portion of t!
man race ; and was making exertions
fuade them from tuking either fide in th
the enemy has not ferupled to call to b
their ruthlefls ferncity, armed with the
tors of thole inftruments cf carnage ar
ture, which are known to [fpare neithe
nor fex. In this outrage againft the I
honourable war, and again(t the feelin
cred to humanity, the Britih comm
cannat refart to a plea of retaliation ;
is committed in the face of our ex:
They cannot mitigate it, by calling it
defence againft men in arms : for it em
-ae molt Macking butcheries of defe

:ales.  Nor can it be pretended tha
iie not anfwerable for the atrocities
trated ; (ince the favages are employec
4 knowledge aud even with menace:
their fury ceuld not be controuled, S
the fpe@acle which the d=puted authori
a nation, boalting its religion and mo
have not been reltrainzd, from prefentin,
enlightened age.

The misfortune at Detroit was not,
ever, without a confoling effet. It w
lowed by [ignal proofs, that the natior
rit rifes according to the preffure on it,
lofs of an importapt poft, and of the
men furrendered with it, infpired every
new ardour and determination. In the
-and diftricts leaflt remote, it was no

{‘known, than every citizen was ready
‘with his arms, at once to prote& his br
againft the blood-thirflty favages let lo
the enemy on an extenfive frontier ;
canvert a partial calamity into a fource
vigorated efforte.  ‘T'his patriotic zeal,
it was neceffary vatker to limit than to
has embodied an ample force from the
of Kentucky and Obin, and from p?
Pennfylvania and Virginia. It is g
with the addition of a few regulars, un:
command of briz. gen. Harrifon, wh
feffss the entire confidence of his felle
iery, among whom are citizens, foi
$hari volunteers in tie ranks, not lefs
guiMlied by their political flatioms, -t



