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MISCELLANEOUS,

FRENCH LEGISLATIVE BODY.
From the German Observer, published
at'Bremen.

Paris, Feb. 6.

After the report which M. Laine,
a lawyer from Bordeaux, a member
of th® legislative body, made upon
the papers relative to the negotin®.
ons for peace, which were laid be-
fore them on the 28th Dec.lase, M.
Beinonard Dijon made a very remark-
able speech, of which the following
is the substance. Aftera pretty long
peroration, in which he highly prais-
es the emperor for calling the legis-

lative body together, and commuai
cating the account of his proceed-
ing, he observes, that this high
proof of confidence can be justly re-
turned only by telling his majesty
the plain truth.—He proceeds thus:

* We are incapable, gentlemen, of
shewing you one cheering spot in
the pidture of distress which we
unfold to you. An army blasted by
the storms of the north was replaced
by anozhar, the troops composing
which were torn from their parental
soil, from the arts and from trade.
This army was destined to drench
with its blood Leipsic’s fatal plains,

“ We must confess, gentlemen,
the viQlorious enemy havingradvanc-

ed to the Rhine, offered to our au-
gust monarch a peace, which a hero
accustomed toso many splendid trot
phies, could not but find extraordina-
ry. But if at this time, whea the un-
happv state of France was not whol-
ly decided, 3 noble and gencfous
pride prescribed the rejeétion of
such a peace, it would however no
longer be prudent to persist in this
Tejection, now that the eremy has
invaded the proper territory of
France.

% Were the question merely to de-
liberate on degrading conditions, his
majesty would have needed nothing
more than to lay before his people
the project of peace offered by the
enemy, but they do not seem to de-
sire to degrade but to repress us in
our ancient frontiers and to stop
the ebullitions of that. ambitious
aflivity, which for these twenty
years has been so highly detrimen-
tal toall the nationsof Europe. Such
proposals did not secm to offend the
honour of the nation, as they prove
that the-enemy fear and respect us.
Itis not they who desire to set li-
mits to our pawer, but a whole world
in arms reclains the common rights
- of all nations.

* The Pyrennees, the Alps and
the Rhine, inclose an immense ter-
ritory, which contains provinces
that did not always and originally
belong to the dominion of the three
fleurs-de-lis, and yet the former roy-
al crown of France shone above all
Olh,&;r diadems in glory and majes-

Here the president interropted the
speaker, with the words ¢ what you:
8ay is contrary to the constitution.’

Reinourd answered, ¢ here is noth-

INg contrary to the constitution but

your'presence,’ and continued—
‘ The protecorship of the confe-
d=ration of the Rhine has ceased to
be a title of honour, since the peo-
Ple of this confederation declared
the proteflorship dishorourable to
them, No right of conquest was,
ere exercised, bat only the title of
. analliance advantageous to the Ger-
¥ Mans.  Jr becomies, his majesty’s
dignity toleave theie people to their
fate, who are hastening:to put them.
- selved under the . yoke of Austria.
‘As for Brabant probably Holland)
Which the allics desire to retain‘ac-
. ‘¢ording to-the basis of the peace of
- Luneville, it seems tous that France
-‘may readily give up those provinces
-hard) to be maintained where , the

Saglish - spirit  almost “exclusively
.‘Prevaily; and to which the :trade
Yith Englind-is so absolutely netes-

v

——faxy, that-these-coumties; since-we

,"J‘(!Q;;goﬁﬁrnefl them, are sunk into
ROverty. and. miserv. Have we'not
feqn the

i
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fly from " theit native soil as if con:,
tagious discases reigned there, aud

tarrythe wealth and indgstey of the]

country to,the enemy ? Courage is
doubtless mwecessary to preach'truth.
to the heart of our monarch-~but
fmust we hot rather risk his displea.
sure thin abuse his confidence~ra-
ther endanger our_lives than the
welfare of the peoply whom we re-
présent >—Nothing must deceiveus;
our sufferings were at the height g
pur countryds threatencd om all its
frontiegs, tride is annihilated, agri-
culture languishes, industry is check-
ed, every Frenchman has suffered in
his fortuw:, or his family wounds
difficult to be cured. For these five

years the peasant has not enjoyed
the fruits of his labours, he can
scarcely subsist, and the produce of
his labour serves but to enrich the

treasury, which is annpally drained

for the supply of an army continu-

ally wasted and tamished. The

conscription has become a hateful

scourg= to all France, because this

measure is incessantly renewed.

“Since two years, the youth are
carried on thrice in the year. A
cruel, useles war, periodicaily de-
vours the youth, torn from educati-
on, agriculture, commerce and the
arts. Are the tears of mothers, the
sweat of the people, among the re-
galia of kings? It 1s time nations
should again breathe freely. It is
time that the thronesofkings should
be consclidated, and people should
cease to reproach France with desir-
ing to throw into all the countries
in the world the firebrands of des-
truction. Ouraugust monarch, who
partakes in the zeal that animates
us, and is ardently desirous to insure
the happiness of his people, 18 a-
lone worthy to begin this gr-at
work. Military ambition apd thirst
of conquest may mislead a great
heart; but the genius ot a frue hero,
who despises a glory purchase® with
blood and repose of nations, finds
his true greatness in the public
welfare which is his work. The
monarchs of France have ever prid-
ed themselves on owing their crown
to Gud, the people, and their sword,
because peace, good morals, and
strength, are next to freedom, the
firmest pillars of empires.”

The answer of Nupoleon to the
address of the legislative body was
as follows.”

¢I have prohibited the printing
of your addiess; it is seditious.—
Eleven twelfths of the legislative
body consist of good citizens. [
know and respeét theqn.  Thae other
twelfth contains rebelga®d bad citi-
zens, & your committee i¥among the
number. (This committee consist-
ed Mcssrs. Laine, Rainiourd, Cal-
loia, Mayne, le Bryant, and Flan-
querges,) Laine is a traitor who
corresponds with the Prince Regent
thraugh the medium of Deseze; I
know it, and have proots, the other
four are seditious persons. This
twelfth consists of men who wish
for anarchy, and are like the Giron-
dists. Whither did such condu&t
lead Veraguiand and the otherchie:s?
To the scaffold! At this moment,
when we have to' drive the enemy
from our trontiers it is not the time
-to desire changes in the constitu-
tion,

< People should follow the exam-
ple of Alsace, Franche Compte and
Vosges. The Inhabitants apply to
me for~arms and oftigers, and I have
sent them some adjutants. Youare
not the representatives of the nation,
but the depdties of the departments.
I called you around me to obtain sup-
port from you, not because I. want
forcourage, but because [ hoped that
the legislative body would increase
my courage. Instead ot thisit has
deceived me. Instead of the good
I expe@ed from it, it has done mist
chief; a small mischief indeed, be-
cause it'could not do a greater.—
Yon scck in your address to separate
the sovertign fram the nation. I
-alone am the“true representative of
the people, and which of you would
choose to take on himaelf this bur-
then ? . The tfrone is but a piece of
wood covered with velver. I, I a-
lone am the- true representative of.
the people. If I would follow you
I should give up to the enemy more
than-he himself-requires. - in -three
‘monthy’you will have peace, of L will
‘be;annihilated. Butnow energy.is

noble families of Holland

necessary.; | will go after the enemy

—
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Hubinguen’is bombarded,. - And Be-

“foft dttacked, is rot thé proper one
to complain of théiconstifution of
the empire, and the abuse of the ex.
ecutive power._. The Jegislative bo-
dy is but a part of tfig state, and
cannot be compared ‘even with the
senate and the councH of state. [am
at the head of the nation, because
you approve the canstitution as itis.
Should France require another con-
stitution which I did not like, I should
then say look for agother sovereign.
The enemy is much more incensed
against me than against France—but
shall I for this reason allow myself
to tear the empire in pieces? Yes,
{ make pretensions because I have
courage, and I am proud because I
have done s8ch grest things for
France,

** Your address is unworthy of me,
and of the legistative body ; I will
vne day have it printed, to put the
legislative body to the blush, Re-
turn to your homes, aud be assured
that even if I should be wrong it is
not your business publicly to re-
proach me for it.—For the rest,
France wants me more than I want
France.”

From the Connecticat Spectator.,
ATTACK QN RETTIPAUGE.

By the politeness of sundry gentle.
men, we have been favoured with
an official account of the circum-
stances which occurred at the
time the British landed and burnt
the shipping at Pettipauge. We
are happy to have it in our power
to lay before the public a correét
statement of this affair.  Various
accounts respeling the transacti-
ons, have been published, & some
have teen replete with infamy.
Wesincerely hope that those who
have given publicity to former ac-
counts, will give the followirg a
place in their respeive papers.
By complying with this request,
they will sensibly oblige the inha-
bitants of thisunfortunate village,
and the lovers of truth.

WE tiie undersigners, inhabitauts
of Pettipauge-Point, and the vicini-
ty, having heard of many incorreét
assertions from individuals, and se-
veral wrong statements published in
news papers respecting the unfortu.
nate affair that ghappened at this
place, on the 8th day of last April ;
take this opportunity of making a
fair and candid statement of the
circumstances which took place at
that time, from our personal know-
ledge, and from the best informati-
on we have bren able to obtain.

Before 11 o’clock, on the evening
of the 7th April, six British boats
were discovered coming into the
mouth of Conneélicut River, by the
keeper of the light-house, who im-
mediately gave notice to the inha-
bitants of Saybrook Point, or Plat-
form, which is about one mile above
the tght-house. By 12 o’clock, a
considerable number of the enemy
were seen in the old Fort at Say-
brook Point ; where it appears they
found nothing, neither met with op-
position, They soon went on board
their boats and proceeded up the
river for Pettipauge Point, which is
near six miles above the said fort.

ly wind and a great freshet running
down, they did not arrive at Petti-
pzuic Point, until about 4 o’clock

on Friday morning. The inhabi-

‘tants had no knowledge that the ene-

my were in the river, not more than
30 minutes before they were landed
and had possession of the Point; and
several of the inhabitants had no
information thit the ene were
ncar until some of the vessels were
on firc; there was not time after
the alarm was given, to get the wo.
men & children off from the Point be-
foge theenemywerelanded & amongst
us, & commenced the burning & des-
troying vessels cn the stocks, and on
the 'water. Picket-guards searched
‘houses & stores, for arms, ammuniti-
on, taking all they couldfind. After
finding that a sufficient force could
not be collefled in time to-save the
property from destru@ion, some of
the inhabitants, whose buildings
were much exposed to the fire went
back o the Point to savetheirbuild--
ings from the general conflagration
with the vessels, . .Mr.. Richard

Powers, whose house had just taken
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‘10 beat them. The momedt when ‘fite from a vessel burning on ‘the |

stocks, made inquiry of the comman-

dér whether he - might endeavar to-

swe his house? His Teguest. was,
granted by the officer.  Captain Ti-
motby Starkey, jr: dsked the officer,
if be should spare the houses and
stores from the flames? His answer
was, that he did' not know what
might happer.  We do not know
of any others who conversed with
the cfficer on the subjett. Atabout
ten o'clock, they called in their
guards and proceeded down the ri-
ver with a brig, a schooner, and two
sloops; but the wind shifting at that
time, from the N. E. to the S. E.
they set fire to all but the schooner
and anchored her about i mile and a

quarter below Pettipauge Point,

where they lay till dark, and then

set fire to her and deparied down

the river. \We have hcard chat it

has been stated, by some individuals

that the inhabitants of Pettipauge

point, made an agreement or com-

promise with the enemy not toresist

if they would spare their houses and

other buildings, No such agreement

we believe was ever made; neither

was it heard of by the inhabitants

of Pettipauge Point, until some tim¢

after the affair happened, And we

think every such assertion ought

to be treated with contempt.

The force of the enemy consisted
of two launches, each carrying 9 or
12 pound carronades and about 50
or 60men each, and 4 barges which
it is supposedhad about 25 men each.
They were completely fitted for an
expedition in every respoél.  ‘They
were furnished with torches, com-
bustibles, &c. to set fire instantly.

Pettipauge Point contains about
30 families, and is abcut 35 rods
wide, with a road running through
the centre, east and west, bounded
castwardly on Connecticut river ;
north and south by large coves.—
The vessels destroyed were lving at
the wharves at the cast end of the
Point, and in the river near it, and
in the north and south Coves.
Ebenr. Hayden, 2d. Horace Hayden.
Joseph Iill, Augustus Jones, jr.
Richkard Powers,  Phiiip Toocker, jr.
Timo'y Starkey,jr. Rich. Hayden, 2d.
Saml. M. Hayden, Ethcm Bushnell,
Judea Pratt, John G Hayden,
Asahel Pratt. )

Saybrovk, May 14, 1814,
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PRIVATE CORRESPONDENCE

From the Commercial Advertiser.

Troy, Friday Evening, May 20.

‘The news this day from the west
is, that the British landed 3000 men
at Oswego last Monday, the 16th
instant, and were marching for the
Falls, to take or destroy the povisi-
ons. military stores, &c. deposited
there. Hence,it was supposcd they
would go to Sudus Bay, whersis a
large quantity of flour, whiskey,
%c. 35 miles west of Oswego.—
Thence, it was feared by the inha-
bitants, they would direét their
course for the mouth of Gennessee
River, to destroy the public proper-
ty there. At all these places, our
informant adds, there is not sutfici-
cient force to oppose them, nor any
troops of consequence. The militia
were colleting, but would probably
he too late to prevent the mischiet
meditated by the British.

‘The British are alually employ-

But by reason of a strong norther-. [*ed building armed vesscls on Lake

Huron, intended for service on Lake
Erie.

FROM OUR CORRESPOXNDENT.
: Oswego, May 7.
Early in the morning of the day
before yesterday, -Sir James made
his appearance of this Harbor with
seven large vessels and several gun
boats. In theafterncon, they came
too in a line close in with the town.
Their* squadron consisted of four
heavy ships (two new ones fitted out
this spring, one 64, two decker,)
and three brigs, mounting in all up-
wards of 200 guns, with (as we af-
terwards ascertaincd near 2000
troops on board, exclusive of sca
men and marines. With this pow-
erful armament, they foynd this im-
portant place of deposit in its.Ysual
state of defence :—QOge old 12 poun-
der, crack’d so as to be almdst.un-
fit for service, mounted a little in
advance of the fort, and a nive on
the walls ; something-short ot 560
regulars under Col.” Mitcheil in the
garrison, and a few militia, neither

organized nor armed; not a public

S L4
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musket to be found in the placeimm
Nor. gun ‘goat_, plo:l:.,wrbcd;; fot. prda’;

clamatiog had we, It wag. in' vaih
that we invoked tie 2id & turned aup
eyek toWwards the broad shonlders.of - -
Old stlas,) * forsafety—he wasfar a- -
way. Shortly after the vessels had ta.
ke their stations, the gun bbi!'iﬁdpeﬁ}:
‘¢d their fire on the fort, which was "
Fromptly answered from our one gum -
battery. - ‘The shipslikewise threw
several shotand shells into the town, -
some of whichweighed 67Iks, Af-.
ter considerable cannonading,¢and
about the time a oumber of their . - :
boats appeared to be making towards .7 %
shore with troops, a squalleame up, ./
and the shipping hauled yf, leaving < - '
gs to pass 2 nigbt of dismal appre. >
hension and alarm. [t Wwasprobably
well known to the eneiny, that this -
had been a place of immense de-  °
posit for public property during the
war, and the channel through which

all the cannon and naval stores must
pass for our new vesselsat Sackett’s
Harbor; and we were confident they
would renew the attack next day.—
Nor did they disappoint us.

At day-light on Friday morning,
they were ugain discovered making
towards the hurbor, and inthe course

of the forenoon took the position they
occupied on Thursday, or perhaps
alittle nearer in shore.and soon com-
menced a tremendous firing of round
and grape shot on the fort and adja-
cent heights. At about one o’clock A8
Gen. Drummond and Sir James L. &
Yeo with two divisions effedled a .
landing, and immcdlztcly carried the
place with the bayonet. Col. Mitch-
ell, with his little force, after hav-
ing done every thing which could be
effleed by vaior and good condu@ re-
tired up theriver; & about half past
one the enemy were in quiet posses-
sion of the fort and village. Our
loss was, as near as I can ascertain,
9 killed, about 20 wounded, and 25
made prisoners.  The loss of the
British is supposed to have been
somethingmore, Thecitizens were
taken to the fort, and held as secu-
rity for tho conau@ of our militia
during their visit, at which time
they took the liberty to break open
our houses, and stores, and plunder
and destroy every thing left in them.
In short, a scene ensued similar to
the one adled by our troops at Little
York last spring,  The public pro-
prrty taken was of trifling amount ;
1t hud gone on to Sackett’s Harbor
generally as fast as it arrived.  Se-
ven large pieces of ordnance, one,
small schooner, and a fewboats load-
ed with naval storcs, fell into their
hands.

Tne important objedt effeéted by
the enemy ia this incursion, is their -
cutting off the channel of transpor-
tation through this place for Sacket’s
Harbor; which, if done effeQually
will compietely frustrate all hop:s
of making a campaign against Up-
per Canada this season. About 30 ;
heavy pieces of cannor for the new ]
ship, are now at the portage, 12 niilcs

above this ; and the British boats are
watching the coast between this& S, :
Harbor. Their flect is probably not

far from S. Harbor, which is the orly

place now uusubdued on our waters.

This is the altual state of affairs at 2
present in this:quarter; and this is
the style in which we have com-
menced taking Canada for the third
campaign!

* Wilkinson has been sometimes
humorously called * O/ Atizs” since
the publication of a ludicrous puff
on him by an officer, after the affair
of La Cole. Sl

pesm_— .
Agreat Purchase.—\We understand It
that governor Tompkins has'purcha- c 9
sed a large track of lund on Staten {
Island, which he contemplates ¢n-
closing for an immcnse sheep-fold,
for the purpose of improving the
breed of merino sheep. PerMaps
there is na sitwation in the U. S. 10 -
favorable for this purpose. The
land is very high, interspersed with
pleasant vallies, His line commen-
ces in the rear of the, quaranting
ground, and takes in il tue moon-
tains which’are seen from this city.
[t is calcnlated that it will Gose
$ 100,000 to build a stane wall round
the land.  This great work with o-
ther improvements; are to be “com|
renced immediately,  We wish the ,§
Gov. success in hig lavdable and p
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