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- THURSDAY, January 11th, 1827,

The bill, entitled, A supplement to the act to provide for
o new assessment, and o appoint collectors of the county
tax in and for the county and city of Baltimore, which
paxsed this house yesterdny; and the resolution authorising
the bridge over the upper part of the Beaver Dam Run.
where it croascs the public ruad in Prince. George's county.
to be kept in repair ut the expense of said county, assent
ed to by this house yesterduy, wero sent to the scnate for
its concurrence, g

Mr. Buchanan presented a petition from sundry inhabi-
tants of Baltimore county, praying for the passage of a
law confirwatory of certain proceedings of the levy court
of eaid county; which was read and referred to Messrs.
Buchunau, ‘L'urner, Price, 'I'yson and Stricker.

Mr. Du Vul presented a petition from Danicl Bussard.
of the Distrizt of Columbia, praying to be compensated for
Joases sustained by him in the removal of his powder manu.
factory, in Prince-George’s county, under an injunction ‘of
the chancellor; which was read and referred to the standing
committee on gricvancea and courts of justice,

Mr. Crabb presented a petition from William Caton, of
the city of Annapolis, praying reimburfement of monies
paid by him into the treasury; which was read) and referve!
to Megsrs, Crabb, Speed, Barnes, Stevens and Done,

Mr. Chapman asked asd obtained lcave to introduce a
bill to be centitled, An additional supplement to An act for
limitation of certain actions, for avoiding suits at law;
wh reupon Measrs, Chapman, Peach and Sieicker were ap
pointed a committee to prepare the same,  Mr. Chapina
accordingly reported said bill; which was read and laid o
the table. :

Mer. Tyson, chairman ofthe standing committee on griev
ances and courts of justice, delivered the following report:

The committee of gricvances und courts of justice, t
whom was referped the leave to bring in a bill, entitled. An
act to ropeal an act, entitled. An act to tax certain offices,
passed at December session 1823, aud the act to explamn
and amend the same, passed at Dcecember sesvinn 1824
having reparted said bill to the house, beg leave further tove
_ porttnue reasonswhich bave induced them to frame that bill,

On exan.ination of the grounds which induced the pas
sageof the law propased to be repealed, your commitiee
find, that the tax therby impo<ed was creat-d in conse-
quence of the very depressed situation of the finances of
the state in 1823, It was necessary at that time to provide
for a deficiency in the reveuue, as will be seen on refer
ence to the report of the committee of ways and mecans of
thetyear; which declared that wnler exisling circumstances
considering the extraordinary pressure of those times, the
commitlee could not recommend an increase of the direct tax,
although they belieced adirect tax to be the most just and
equitable wmode of taxation, but they recommended at that
time a tax on the actual receipt of the clerks and registers.
That report, after recomu.ending a tax on certain other ar.
ticles, declarcd, that the amount to be derived from the above
sources was doub!ful, as they were new and untred. I'he
same report also aswerts, that it wo.ld be unwisc o trust to
thase sonrces. because an annual permanent revewne. suffici
ent to defruy the expenses of government, ought to be provided.
svithout frusting toany doublful scheme; and of thereafter
the stute coul. drspense with any part of the revenue, it wou'd
be un eusy multer to repeal such of the taxes as were most
odions ani oppressive. The tax upon certain offices, your
eommitice are satisfied, was imposed in c.nsequence of the
report just inentioned.  And they would further observe,
that the repart of the committec of ways and moans of the
surceeding year, not only proved that the deficit which ex
isted the year before, (and which called forth the passag
of this law.) was supplied; and that too from other means
than 1hose derived fiom this tax; but it also proved that
there was a considerable sum in the treasury over and above
that deficit; and so prosperous were the finances of the

- stute, at the clnae of the last year, that the legislature cur
tailed onc half of the direct tux.

ftis alan to Le remarked, thatthe committee of waysand

means in 1825 declared, that it is always difficult to muke a
selection of the most proper objects of tuxalion; and they
thought itio be at all times unwise to lay such taxes as were
unproductive, vexations, &c. And after expressing their
belief that the tax ou certain oflices was of that character,
they recommended its repeal.

Your committee have now given a sketch of the origin of
this law, and of the reasons which caused its passage, and
having shown that thase reasons no longer exist. your com-
mitte beg leave to add their opinion that the tax nught now
to cease. They would moreover, ubserve that they consider
thosc offices of vital importance to the public; and they were
ro cousidered by the iramers of our constitution, who threw
around them its protecting aras, That the independence
of the judictary is the best and surest guard of the lives,

“libertics and property of the peaple, and of the deepest mo.
ment to the well bring and happiness of the state, is a sen.
timent which cannot be yuestioncd, The persons flling
the offices under consideration, having many judicial func-
tions to perform, have always been considered as a part of
the judiciary of this state. ‘The constitution, as well as

some of our acts of assembly, put them on the same foot.

ing; therefore any thing calculated to destroy those offices.
must be ronsidered by your committee, as an attack upon

the iudependence of our judiciary.

~_That the offices under consideration, are cssentially ne-
cessary io the administration of justice, and are of solemn
impartance to every member of the community, no ane will
deny. -And y6ur committee think thatthose offices deserve

the especial care of the tegislature; and that instead of im

ing unneccssary burthens upon them, they should hold
orth suflicient inducements to command the services ot
. men of talents, as well as integrity, to fill them; and the

people would thereay be greatly benefitted.

; That there may have been some remission of duty among
. the great namber of those who have been appainted to such

- officen. is not improbable, But your commitlce are decidedly
. of the apintow, that if there be any such remigsion of duly, or

. @ny griroance, ilismotto be corrected by this tux. . -

“"I'hat the’ wholt ‘dystem, whicli the,experience of half u

centary hay praved fo Bo & gnod oue, should nut be op-

rmzl sid prostrateds and the people thervby .serfousiy

/ injured. mérely with & hope that it mpy,. posstbly compsl

: offiter ta s more’'punctusfperf..rmance of his daty.
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ter 208,) will prove sufficiently severc to ict any evil
which may-exist in this respect.. The third section of thas
act declaredy s-that upen & verdict being found against an
of the officers aforesaid, fo» d neglect of dulg, it shall be
considerod-'a misdemeunor i office, and the cogtrt, . exccu-
tive ol .the atate, or legislature, (us the/case may. ye,) shall
immediatrly procerd to appoint ‘8 fit and qualified person
in his place.” And as the attorney genersl is sobliged to
prosecate the bond of any officer who does nat. perfurm bi»
duty; and av all the officers are compelled to renew their
bonds every two years, your ‘committee therefore think.
that any evil which does, or can exist, will no\ be 'most cf
fectually and promptly corrected. ‘ b
Your committee also believe, the law ¢sto tax'certain of
fices,” to be unconstitutional, because the constitution in
tended to place the persons filling thase ofices) abave the
influence of fear, favonr,or partiality; and if burthens be
imposed on the oftices, 8o as to take away their substauce,
there would be no use in guarding the shadow,
Your committec also find, that the tax operates only on
a certain class in society, who ought not 20 be singled out
as proper objects of exfra taxes and extru burthens; aud
that it is either partial, nperating only on a few, or an in
direct tax through thuse few, on the nost helpless; that is
to say, the suitor in a court of justice, and the widow and
orphan. Your committee therefore trust, that this <ubject
will reccive the serious consideration of this hoanurable ba
dy, and that they will pass the accompunying bill, report.
vd by your committee,
All which is respectfully subitted,

By ocier, George A. Faiquhar, Com. Clerk,
Which was read

FRIDAY, January 12, 1827,

Mr. John W, ‘Iliomas reported a bill, entitled, An
act to provide a cowpensation for the Brigade Inspectors
of this state,
Mr. Bruoke also reported a bill, entitled, An act to au-
thorise the stveral county courts of this state to enter up
judgments in favour of defendants whose claiing may be of
greater amounts thao those of plaintifts, and for other pur
poses.
And Mr. Winchester also reported a bill, entitled, A
further additional supplen.ent to the act, entitled, An act
concerning crimes aqd punishiments,
W hich bills, were severally read and ordered }o lie on
the table,
Thc Lill reported by Mr Edward Hughes, entitled, An
1ot for the relief of Negro Esther, and others her descen
dants, was read the second time, passed, and sent to the se-
nate for its-concurrence. - ~ -
Mr. Crabb, chairman of the committec, to whom was re
‘crred the petition of William Caton, ol the city of Anna-
polis, praying reimbursement of monies paid by him into
the treasury, reported the following resolution; which was
twice real by a special order, assented to, and sent to the
scnate for concurience, viz.
Resolved, That the treasurer of the western shore be and
le is hereby authoiised, to renmburse to William Caton ol
e city of Annapolis, une hundred and thirty-one dollars,
which was paid by said Caton to this state, un the fourth day
af October 1816, (or a titlhing for a proclamation warrant,
Provided, the said treasurcr, upon ap examination into the
circumstances uf the case, shall be satisfied, that the saiu
Wildiam Caton bas not been benefitted by the warrant fur
which said sum wus paid,
By order, Geo. A. Farquhar, Clk.

The clerk of the senate returned the bill, entitled An act
to divorce Catharine Will, and her husband George Will,
ot Frederick ceunty.  Also tie billy entitled, An act for the
celict ot John Wheeler, of Dorchester county; severally en
dorsed, swill not pass,’”
And the bills entitled, An act to repeal an act, entitled.
An act to exempt the servants of overseers of the county
voads in Dorchester county, from doing duty on said roads.
pussed at December session onv thousand exght hundred and
twen'y-three, and for otier purposes; endorsed ¢will puss;™
~hich said bill was thereupon ordered to be engrossed.

Together with the resolution relative to the payment ot
postage on all letters und papers received by members of
tue legisiature, during the present session, endursed, «dis
sunted from.”

SATURDAY, January 13, 1827.

The house met. \vere present the same members as on
yesterday. ‘I'be proceedings of yesterday were read,

‘L'he speaker communicated to the house reports and re-
turns, which he had received, of the number of votes taken
i favour of and against primary s:-houls, at the election
held on first Monday 1n October lasts in the third, fourth
and sixth clectinn districts, respectively, of Prince-George's
county; which were referred to the standing committece
on public instruction,

And also a report which he rad received from the clerk
of Charles county court, relative to the attendance of the
Judg » of that court; which wus referred to the committee
oa grievances and courts of justice,

Mr. Tyson presented a petition from George Miller, of the ci-
ty of Baltimore, praying a pension for revolutionary services; re
ferred to the standing committee on that subject.

Mr. Keene also presented a petition from Luke Andrew, of
Caroline county, an old revolytionary oldier, praying for relief;
referred to the standing committee on that subject.

Mr. Barnes also presented 3 petition from James F. Houston,
of Frederick county, praying that Frederick County Court may
be authorised to extend to him the benefit of the act for the re-
lief of sundry insolvent debtors, and its several supplements, on
the conditions therein mentioned; referred to the standing com-
mittee on that subject.

Mr. Barnes aiso presented a petition from James Stultz, of
Frederick county, praying the passage of an act to make valid a
certain deed therein mentioned; referred to Messrs. Barnes,
Sappington and Farquhar.

slr. Teackle also presented a J)ﬂiﬁnn of sundry citizens of
Somerset county, ing to be admitted to the benefits of pri-
wmary schools; relem to the standing committee on that subject.

Mr. ‘Tidball also presented a petition from Martin Myery, of
Wachington county, praying for the confirmation of “certain
deeds; referred to $essrs. Tidball, Hall and Newcomer.

Mr. Hope aino presented a petitivn from the president and
managers of the Baltimore and Havre-de-Grace Tarnpike Com-
pan‘{. praying the passage of a law authorising the making of &
road from Bush Town to Port Deposit Bridge, in Harford coun..
ty; read and referred to Messrs. &ope. Sutton and Norris. . .-

Mr. Baoning asked and obtained leave to introduce a billy to
be entitied, An dct relative to the duties of the trustees of the

r for the weveral counties thefein mentioned; wherewpon
Messrs. Banning, Stevens, Sappinston. Hall and Done, were 2p-
pointed a committee to prepare said. bill. 2

The 'report of the standing committee on divorces. ynfavora-
ble to :&e ap&lciutim of John Adam Finger, of Frederick coun-
ty, made an the fourth instant, was read a secesd time and con-
|surred o e - 2 &
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ed to Mr. John Hughes, > y
in‘ relitiod to the papers and’records lo the'vliceef thetpe-
g ~tér of wills for Baltimore county, which had beea cont-
i State of Maryland.
Baltimore Coanty, Orphans Court, January 9, 1826,
_ Beale Randall, -}chqiru. - SR
Stephen H. Moore,

In obedience to the act of assembly jo such ‘case made and
provided, the jutlges of the orphans court for Baltimore county,
and ‘records in the office of the register of wills for * Baltimore
county, il appears that all of the papers which bave beep fled in
of January 1826, have been regularly and duly recorded; in
substantial and well bound books kept for that purpose, gfid are
13 Volumes of books, containing Wills, trom the bcg{nning to

the 1st January 1826.

to the 1st January 1826. = o %

24 Yolumes of books, containing Administration Accounts, from

7 Volumes of books, containing Guardian Accounts, from the be-

olumes of books, containing Accounts of Sales from the be-

ginning to the 1st January 1826.

beginning to the 1st January 1526.

5 Volumes of buoks, containing Guardian Bonds, from the begin-

4 Volumes of books, containing Releases and Receipts, from the
be;'mning 1o the 1st January 1836.
to the Ist Januuary 1826.

15 Volumes of books, containing Proceedings and Minutes of
length and at large, from the beginning to the 1st January
1826.
1t January 1826.

1 Volume, containing Certificates of Negroes, from the beginning
The court would also remark, that all the papers in this of-

fice are put up in separate bundles of months and years, accord-

ol ]
- Thie Speaker Iaid befora the house the
municated to him for that parpose, viz.
' Present,  Alexander M*Kim,
. Amopg others, were the following proceedings, viz."
do bereby declare, that aTter a carefu] examination of the papers
the said office, from the time ol its ization to the first (
to
as follows, viz. )
35 Yolumes of books, coataining Inventories, from the beginning
the beginning to the 1st January 1626.
inning to the 1st January 1826.
9 ¥
12 Volumes of books, containing Administration Bonds, from the
ning to the 1st January 26.
12 Volumes of books, containing Indentures, from the beginning
Court, in which are recorded all transcripts and appeals at
20 Volumes of banks, containing Ducket Entries made up to the
to the 1st January 1826.
ing to Jay and date, well labelled, &c. and placed away in sepa-

rate cases kept for that special purpose, having dours, uponp which |

are inscribed the papers therein -contained,-and are in a state of
pesfect order and security; and that the records, besides.being
sunstantial and well bound, are well covered with linen, and
marked with type on the back, and are in a state of perfect preser-
vation, and placed in cases with doors kept for that particular
purpose. " "

The justices of the orphans court direct the register to spread
the above upon the minutes of this court. .

(Signed,) A. M‘Kim,
- Beale Randall,
8. H. Moore.

The said report was read and referred to the committee
an grievances and courts of justice. i

The Speaker also laid before the house a report from the
clerk of Montgmeery county court, relative to the attend.
ance of the judges of that court; which was also referred to
the committee on grievances and courts of justice.

TUESDAY, January 16.

The clerk of the senate delivered a bill, entitled. A fur-
her supplement to an act, entitl-d, An act for enlsrging
the power of the high court of chancery; which originuted
n, and being pass-d by that branch of the legislature, wax
vead and refrrred to Messrs, Speed. Tidball and Campbell;
also a bill, entitled, An art ta provide for the preservation
of the records belonging to the office of the clerk o
Samersct County Court; which also originated in, and be
ing likewise passed by the Sc-natc, was read and referred
to Messra. Done, Dennis and Gibbons,

Alsn, a letter from the hunourable Samuel Smith, ad-
dressed to the President of the Senate and Speaker of th:
House of Delegates, received by the Senate, and communi
cated to this house; which was read, viz.

Washington, 15th January, 1827.

Gentlemen, .

I 'have had the honour of receiving: your official letter of
tie 10th instant, informing me that the honourable the ge
eral assembly have appointed me a senator in the senate of

the United States, to serve for six years from the 3d day of

March next. .

For this fourth and renewed proof of their favourable o
pinion, 1 pray you to communicate to the several bodies o
ver which you preside, my coidial acknowledgments. Hav-

ing in civjl and military stations devoted my time to the

«wrvice of my country for more than forty years, it isa

source of consolation, now, to find. that 1 have the happi}

neas, yet, to retain the confidence of my fe)low citizens.

I entreat you, gentlemen, to accept, for yourselves, my
grateful thanks for the manner in which you have been
pleased to convey to me this information, and an &ssurance
of :)hc high personal respect with which I have tlne‘bonour
to be, e

Your most obedient servant, i
i S. Smith.
Hon'ble Edward Lloyd, Prest. of Senate,

and -
Hon'ble James W. M:Culloh, Speaker
" House of Delegates. :

And the said clerk retugped the bill, entitled, A sapple-
ment to the act, entitied, An act to autharise, the governor
and council of Maryland to appoint the inspectors of feur
for this state; alvo the bill, engitied, A supplement .to an
act, entitied, An act authorising, the commissioners to lay
out a road in Montgomery and Anne Atundel counties: se-
verally endorsed, «will pass;”” whereupon the said~bills
were ordeped to be engrossed. : S

And the resolution in fayour of Benjamin Tomlinson, a
member of the late electoral college, reimbursing him for
- xtraordinary expenses incurred, in consequence of sick-

endorsed, ¢assentcd to;"” whereupon the said resolution was
ordered (o be engrossed. . -

Bills of the following titles were this day severally re- g b

purted, viz. .
By Mr. Hope, An act to alter and amend so-much of the

- onstitution and form of government as relates to clerks of

the cotinty courts and registers of wills.’ - o
' By Mr. Rldgely, An actto alter, repeal and amend, all

such parts of the constitation and form of government of
this otste, as provides for Alling vacancies in the house of

delegales. «
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Sale of-Land for
To be sold for CASH, at Pub
Rale. on Monday the fifth day

- luttbit, is surtounded on all sides by

TWO TRACTS6 OF LAND
lying on Severn River, five mily
from the city of Anoapolis,and et
guous to each other.
Fradsurn and the
the two tracts ebrun
three hundred and twenty scres
John Camden who livs
on the lend, will shew it to any per
son inclined “to purchare. The
to be at Mr. Hunter’'s Hotel ' M.
Richurd J Crabb will attend the
and is suthorised to receive the
and will receivein
gotiable Notes, wi
payableand discountable at the Fa
mers Baok of Maryland. Tte
to commencs at eleven o'clock
Jeremiah T. Chaw:

Chancery Sale:

By virtue of a decres of the Cor
of Chancery, the subseriber wilja;
pose to public sale, at Hunter's'T
vern, in the city of Annapolis, on &
turdsy the 10th day o
next, all the right, title and interes,
Susannah Elliott, formerly Sasaumb
Nfiehollon, in and to = tract or pam

ChAaAXYD
whereof John Nicholson, died stisel.
called ‘Beard’s Habitation,” lyiog 1
being in Am;o Ar;mdoleounty. Al
sundry articles of personal property
‘l‘erm{ of sale—Cash to be mida
the day of sale, or on the ratificatin
Sale ‘to commence at ta

W S.that the whole of t| e appropriation of

of Africa, -of free peopl colour,
§ who had been actual 'm's)id'en of this|
f state for twélve months' precediny

warrant a
In pursuance of a commissian whitl}
hag heretofore issucd from Worcesir ||
county court, authorising, and reqa
ing the subscribers to divide
estate, lying and beingsituate in W
cester county, _whereof Dershesll
Walston, late of said county, d
seized, without having dis,
of by will, among the seve
entitled to the same by the laws ¢
this State, the subscribers will ot
on the said real estate on Monday
14th day of March next, for the po
pose of perforting the duties. enjold
ed on them by the said commissien

party requiring the same. shall swea
that'be believes the arty is abnu:l;
remove or abscond from the state or
county in which process may issue..

warraots in case of debt or damage,

triet of the county’ in_ which the de-

e
mon 't‘h
may have issued co

Josaph Locnard :{I i and if the .constable
ames Fooks, sen.

homas Gordy, & |
*  Saml. Gordy.
Worcester county,

- Notice,. . .-

: 3 _Ths Commissioners of thé Tss,
ncss, whilst engaged ‘in the discharge of his doties s such; | Ange-

i?“:;’:“af;lmmbm,u | issue, it

Jon 81887,

Faraland %@g&d

ANNAPOLIS: . :

THURSDAY, JAN. 18, 1837.

Fres Blicks ths Disirict of Column-| .
PN 1"

The commiltes on the District of]
Columbia, who were a few weeks since|
diuctgdghe Housn of Representa-
tives to

quire whether any law ex-

isted in. Distriet aq_tvhoriain? the| .
jmprisopiuent of any freeman of co.

Jour & bis yale, 33 a0 un¢laimed slave,

for gasl fers and other charges,. have

made theirreport. - D
The says—¢In this District,

as in all the slave-helding states in-the|

t large without
;r?lbsccndo
e liable to all
icable to that

erideses of thele fo
slaven, hbd primal
*;f legsl me':;‘ app
e tties favéframk]
¢ committee have fran sigoi-
their approbation of this p!ﬂu‘rs:p- .
and declined recommending its
tion from the law of Maryland
ailing in the county of Wash-
ington the District of Columbia.
They .hoyever recommend that the
1aw be s0 Altered as to make the gaol
fees and otfer charges incidental on a

free coloared person’s committal to] .

shall on examinytion appear that such
person is entitled to his or hé¢ free-| .
dom, chargeable Yo the county, and
pot te the person committed. To
effectuate this alteration, and prevent
the sale of any free gerson of colour
as a slave, the commiftee have report-
ed 2 bill 1o abrogate, soar as the same
operatea in the District %of Culumbis,
part of the 21st section N the act of
this state, p!sed in 171Y, entitled,

Anact relating to servants x;wslave-.

priton as a runaway in the Diastrict J‘
of Columbil.'\&ercry case where it

The comimittee assigrffvatious rea-
sons for the course the ve [\yirsued,
and amongst them the tullotving, which
we think sufficient to convince every
ppprejudiced mind of tlie_correctness

of their decision—*¢'TTie District of Co-

the states of Maryland and Virginia,
glave holding states, to a great extent,
and is situate in the heart of a large
slave population. To establish by law |
the priaciple here, that all persons of
colour, when found wandering at large,
strangers and unknown within the Dis-
trict, are to be presumed and received
as free until the contrary is shewn,
would make it the favourite resort—
in fact, would make it the receptacle
of fugitive slaves, to the great loss and
constant vexation of slave owners
throughout the southern states, and to
the insupportable annoyance of the ia-

habitants of the D:strict.” ¢
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BILLS OF PUBLIC INTHREST
Hefore the Legislature of Meryland.
Reported in the House of Delegates.

COLONIZATION SOCIETY.

Mr. Speed—A bill for e benefit of
the Arerican Colonizatidg Society.
8ec. I. Authorises the paymentout | f2
of the Treasury of one thousand dol-

lars for the use of the Society, after
the passage of the act. <
Sect..2. One thousand dollars to be
id to the Treasurer of the Society in
inuary 188, and the like sum in each
successive ydyr; no payment. to be
made alter thepresent year unless the
officers of the Sozjety present satisfac-

tory proof to the Treasurer of the W,

the- preceding year has been applied
towards the cn oniulion”q{thepgou!
e

time of their embarkation. 4§
SERVICE OF PRoCESS. »

Mr. E. Hughes—A bijl regulating
the service of process by Constables.

Sec. 1. Nojustice of the peace.

after the 4th of July next, ulnlﬁuue

) ainstany citizen of the state
in case olgdebt or damage, unless the’

Bec. 2. Provides, that ‘instead of

usticed shall issue subpoenas. returna.
¢ at aplace within (l??cleétiou din{
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