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Legislature of Jlfa'r'y/arzd.

House of Delegates

FRIDAY, March 14, 1828.

The house met.  Were present, the same members, as on
yesterday.

The clerk of the senate returned the several bills of this
house, of the following titles:

Anq act to reduce into one act, the several acts of assem-
bly relating to the civil jurisdiction of justices of the peace,
and to repeal the acts of assembly therein mentioned.

An act to regulate the entering or recording satisfaction
of any judgment or decree entered or rendered 1n any court
of this state.
An act relative to fecs of clerks and registers.
An act relating to informers.  And,
A further supplement to the act, entitled, An act for the
direction of sheriffs and cororers in the return of jurors,
and for the better re%ulation of juries, passed at November |
session 1797, severally endorsed ¢'will not pass.”  Also,
An act to incorporate the Franklin Turnpike Road Com-
pany; endorsed, ‘“will pa:swith the proposed amendments;”’
which amendments were read the first, and by a special or-
der the second time, and severally assented to, except the
fourteerth amendment which proposes to strike out the 23rd
section of the bill.  Also,
An act to continue in force the acts of assembly which
would expire with the present session  And,
A further supplement to the act, eatitled, An act to erect
Baltimore Town, in Biltimore county, into a city, and to
incorporate the inhabitants thercof, severally endorsed,
“will pass.”  Also,
An act to regulate the guaging of casks, and the in?ﬁec-
tion of domestic distilled liquors in this state: endorsed,
“will pass with the proposed amendment:” waich amend-
rent was read the first, and by a special order, the second
tiine and assented to.  Also,
An act to incorporate the Port Deposit and Columbia
Turnpike Road Company; endorsed, ¢will pass with the
proposed amendments;”’ which. amendments were-read the
first, and by* & speciual order, the second time, and severally
asgented to.
Mr. Semmes offered the following message for considera-
tion:
By the House of Delegates, March 14, 1828.
Gentlemen of the Senate,
We have learned with regret, that your honourable body
have rejected the bill, entitled, An act for the general valua-
tion and assessment of property in this state, adoptea by this
body, and recommended by a committee of conference rais-
ed at your request.
We are not conscious that any objectionable provision ex-
ists in the details of that bill, which would justify its rejec-
tion. and as we consider the principles laid down for the go-
vernment of this leuislature, in the 13th section of the bill of
rights, which declares, ¢‘that every person in this state ought
to contribute his portion of public taxes for the support of
government, according to his actual worth in real or personal
property. within this state,”” the basis of this bill, and belicve
its passage to be neccs ary to provide the means of defraying
the expenses of government, we respectfully request your
hononrable body to reconsider the said bill, in the hope that
you may waive your objections to any details therein, since
we feel it to be our duty to adhere to the basis thereof, and
cannot think it wige or expedient to horrow money to meet
the ordinary expenses of government.

By ordcr, Gideon Pearce, Clk.
Which was twice read. When,
Mr. Thomas, of Frederick, proposed to amend the same,
by the insertion, (after the words, ‘“which would justify its
rejection,’” in the eighth line thereof,) of the following
words, viz. “except the seventeenth amendment, recom-
mended by the committee of conference.”
Afr. Thomas, of Cecil, moved that the further considera-
tion of the proposed message and amendment be referred to
the next general assembly of Maryland? And the question,
thereon, being taken, was determined in the negative. Yeas
16—2Nays 38.

The question then recurred, and was propounded, Will

the house adopt the amendment proposed by Mr. Thomas, of
Frederick? It was determined in the negative. Yeas 23
Nays 33.
On motion by Mr. M¢Mahon, the said message was then
amended, by inserting at the end of the first sentence, after
the word, *-request,”” the following wordg, "‘thhout any pro-
position for amendment,’” and also by striking out the words,
¢iwe are not conscious that any objectionable provision exists
in the details of that bill, which would justify its rejection,”
in the seventh and eighth lines of the said message, and in-
serting in lieu thereof, the following, viz: ¢*we have ot been
able to ascertain from your rejection of the bill, whether your
objcctions to it are to the principle of taxation embodied in
it, or to its details. -

The question was then propounded, W ill t.he house adopt
the said message, so amended as above? And it was resolved
in the affirmative. Yeas 390—Nays 21. .

On motion by Mr. Watkins, the following resolutions,
offered by him for consideration, were read the first, and by
a special order4ho-cecond time, unanimously assented to,
and sent to the senate for concurrencs, viz.

By the ITousc of Dclegates, March 14, 1828.

Resolved unanimously, that the general assembly of Mary-
land, entertain a high sense of the gallantry of Isaac Ma.yo,
a native of this state, a licutcnant in the navy of the United
States, ar.d who participated in two brilliant and well fought
actions during the late war, both of waich terminated in
glorious victory, viz. the action hetween the .Umted States
Sloop of War '[Hornet, commanded by Captain Lawrence,
and the British Stabp of War Peacock, Captain Peake, and
between the Hornet Captain Biddle, and the Peaguin Capt.
Dickinson, and was among those officers who r?ce""ed ks
dalsfrom the United States, as a testimony of their country’s
approbation.. - .. - ;

p.gluolved ‘unanimously, That the governor be, and he s
.h'_eyebj'tuthorined and required,, to procure and Frcunt to

. ment.

Lieutepant Isaac Mayo a sword, .in testimony of the high

sense of approbation the legislature catertain of his gallaat
. ’
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ANNAPOLIS, Thursday, March 27, 1828.

conduct in the late war; and the governor is hereby autho-
rised'to draw on the treasurer ot the western shore, for such
sum as he may deem necessary to carry this resolution into
effect.

The bill'reported by Mr. Hope, entitled, A supplement to
the act, entitled, An act respecting the cyuity jurisdiction of
the county courts in the sixth judicial district, passed at De-
cember session eighteen hundlred and twenty-four, chapter
one hundred and ninety-six, was taken up for consideration,
read -the second time, passed without amendment, and sent
to the senate for concurrence.

On motion by Mr. Thomas of Cecil, the select committee,
to which was referred the bill from the senate, entitled, An
act to authorise the New Castle and French-Town Turnpike
Company to make a rail road from French-Town on Elk ri
ver to the Delaware line, in a direction towards New Castle,
was discharged from the consideration thereof, and the same
was referred to the committee on internal improvement.

Whereupon, Mr. M¢Culloh, chairman of the committee
on internal improvement, reported the bill without amend
The said bill was then read the first, and, by a spe-
cial order, the sceond time, passed without amendment, and
returned to the senate.

On motion by Mr. Gantt, the following resolutions offered
by him for consideration, were rcad the irst, and, hv a spe-
cial Brder, the second time, dnanimously assented to, and sent
to the senate for concurrence, viz,

Resolved unanimously, That the meneral assembly of Ja-
ryland entertain a high sense of the ghilantry of Joseph
Cross, a native of this state, a lieutenant’in the navy of the
United States, and who participated in three brilliant and
well fought actions during the late war, all of which termi-
nated in glorious victory, viz. The action between the Con-
stitution and Guerriere, the action between the Constitution
and Java, and the action betweea the Constitution and Cy-
ane and Levant, and is now an officer of high distinction
on board the frigate Brandywine.

tesolved unanimously, That the governor be, and he i3
hereby authorised and required, to procure and present to
lieutenant Joseph Cross a sword in test:mony of the high
sensc of approbation the legislature entertain of his galiant
canduct.in the- late war;. and the-governor i hereby autho-
rived to draw upon- thedreasurer of the western shore for
such sum as he may deem necessary to carry into effect this
resolution.

The house then adjourned until to-morrow morning nine
o’clock.

SATURDAY, March 15, 1828.

The house met. Were present, the same members as on
yesterday.

Mr. Hitch submitted the following resolution; which was
read the first, and by a special order the second time, as-
sented to, and sent to the senate for concurrence, viz.

Resolved, That the governor an! council be an:l they are
herehy requested, to have forwarded, as early as practicable,
the journal of proceedings of the two branches of the legis-
lature, after their completion, by the person with whom they
may contract therefor, to the several counties of this state.

Mr. Rogerson proposed the following order for conside-
ration; which was twice read, viz.

Ordered, by the house of delezites, that Thomas Karney,
be, and he is herehy appointel anauditor, until the first
day of January next, to arrange and setile atl the untinished
business which may now be in the office of the late auditor
general, and that he be required, when the same shail have
been arranged, to deliverover all the hooks, papers and docu-
ments, in his possession, to the clerk of the council.

By the Senate, March 15, 1828.
Gentlemen of the Housc of Delezites,

We have received vour message, requesting a recanside-
ration of the bill, entitled, An act for the general valuation
and assessmeut of property in this state, and are compelled
to return it to your honourahle boly without gratifving vour
request, as there has heen no change in the opininn formed
by the members of the senate,in relation to the principle,
and details of the bill.

By order,
Wm. Kilty, Cik.

On metion by Mr. Semmes, the house procceded to con-
sider the resolution, sub nitted by him on the sixth instant,
from the committce on ways and meaus, authorising the
treasurer for the western shore, to borrow money, in the
name, on the credit, and for the use ot the state, for the ser-
vice of the current year. And the same having been read
the second time,

Mr. Semmes moved, That the firrther consideration of the
said resolution be reférred to the next general assembly?
After considerable dcbate, the question thercon was pro-
pounded. And resolved in the affirmative—yeas 40, nays
17.
Mr. M¢Mahon, offered the following preamble and reso-
lution for consideration:

Whereas this house of delezates has, at ite present scssion,
passed a.bill to assess and levy taxes in conformity with the
rule prescribed by the bill of rights, which declares that
taxes shall be levied for the support of government on all
persons within this state, according to their actual worth in
rcal and personal property: And whereas the said hill was

.prepared with care and deliberation by the committee of

ways and means of this house, in conformity to this rule,

and was afterwards amended by a committee of conference

from both branches of the Tegislature, and raised at the re-
qucst of the senate, for theavowed purpose of amendiig the
same: And whereas that body has subsequently rejected the
said bjll, anl has moreover refused to intorm this house
whether their objections are to the principle of taxation em-
bodicd in it, or to its details, or to the grand system of in-
ternal improvement by means of rail roads and canals in-
tended to be promoted thereby: And whereas any money
which this legislature might authorize the treasurer to bor-
row, must ultimately be repaid out of taxes hereafter to be
leviéd upon the people of this state, and most probably upon
the partial and oppressive principles which animated the
systems of direct taxation heretofore resorted to by this state
as mere expedients. . :

. Therefore, we, the immediate repreecnt?f‘vu of the peo-
ple, solemnly resolve and declare, that sve 6annot, with due
regard. to the interests aof. our - constituents, and our sacred
obligations to them, authorize any loan, without at the sams

0,
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time providing an adequate security for the repayment. of|
the same, based upon a system of taxation couforming to the
rule of taxation indicated by the bill of rights. !

Which were twice read, when Mr. Boon proposed tor
amend the said preamble by inserting immediately after the
words, “whether their objections are to the principle of taxa-
tion embodied in it, or to its details,”” in the 21st line there-
of, the following words, viz. “or to the grand system of io-
ternal improvement, by means of rail roads and canals, in-
tended to be promoted thereby.”

And the question being taken on agrecing to the amend-
ment proposed, it was determined in the negative.

Mr. Thomas of Frederick, then submitted thesfollowing
preamble and resolution, as substitutes for those otfered by
Mr. M¢Mahon:

Whereas, the bill of rights declares, that taxes ought to be
levied on the citizens of this state, in proportion to their ac-
tual wealth. Whereas, the bill passed by this house, entitled,
An act for the general valuation and assessment of property
in this state, and rejected by the senate, cuntains in its de-
tails, arbitrary and irquisitorial provisions; And, whereas,
this house cntertains the opinion, that other modes might be
resorted to, to meet the current expenses of this goverament,
less oppressive in their immediate or remote etiets on the
community, having immediate regard to the declaration of
rights, which declares, “That taxes should be levied for the
support of government, on ail persons within this staie, ac-
cording to their actual worth in real aud personal properv,”’
and more especially extending its blessings and burtrens e-
qually to the mercantile, mechanical and agricu:tural inte-
rests, Therefore, )

Resolved, That this house cordially approve the rejection,
by the co-ordinate branch of the legislature, of the Uil en-
titled, An act for the general valuation and assessment of
property in this state, defective as it is in detatl, and recon-
mend that said bill be published, under the diec ion of the
executive, in the several newspapers in this state, for three
successive weeks, after the tirst day of Mav next, to afford
an opportunity to the citizeas generally, to for an opinion
ou the propriety of this new and important system of tixa-
tion: and that the exccutive be, and the. are hereby autho-
gised, to draw on the treasurer. ot-the weatern shore fur such.
sum of moneyas may be necessary todefroy theexpeuses of'
the publication authorised by this resolution.

Which were twice read.

And on the question, Will the house adopt the substi nte
proposed as above? It was determiaed in the negative—yeas
17, nays 39. i

I'ne qu-stion then recurred, and was propounled, Will
the house asseat to the preamble and resolution offered by
Mr. M¢Mahon as above? The yeas and nays thereon, be-
ing required by seven mcmbers, were taken and appeared as
follow:

AFFIRMATIVE,

Messre, Speaker Senmnes
Thomas of St. Mary’s Gantt
Gough Duvall
Hawkins Watking
Comegys Riudgawa
Br.méy Stevens >
Kent Ruth
Stenart of A. Arundel Williams of Wortester
Linthicum Hitch
Taney Stevart of Baltimore
Bourne M Mahon
Parran 3 Firznugh
Rogersnn Walgamot
King Peter
Teackle Lansdale
Donoho M Neill
Gibbons Hoffan
Deanis M:Cualloh—57,
Mackey
NEGATIVE.
Mes.rs. Ringgold Wells
Boun ‘Thamas of Fraederick
Price Shriver
Shower Hope
Lloyd Muntzomery
\W 1. 1ams of Dorchester Simithson
I'nomas ot Cecil Yates
Moircer Lie—16

So it was resolved in the affirmative.

Mr. M¢.Vahon then submitterd t..c tullowing resolution for
consideration; which was read the first, aud, by a special ors
der, the second time, assented to, and sent to tae senate for
concurrence, viza

Resolved, That the bill, entitle!, An act for the general
valuation and assessment of property in this state, adopted
by the house of delegates, and rejected by the scnate, at the
present session of the general assembly of Maryland, be
printed at the end of the journal of proccedings of this
house.

Mr. Thomas of Frederick, proposed a message to the se-
nate, with an accompanying resolution; which were severally
twice read, and are as follow:

By the House of Delegates, Murch 15, 1828.

Gentlemen of the Senate,

Believing, as we do, that the legislature should not adjourn
without an adequate provisiyn to meet the current expenses
of the state, and the rule adopted by both branches of the le-
gislature, to preclude any new business being originated on
this day, our offering to your consideration such a provisioo,
we respectfully propose to your honourable body to rescind
that qu:, in order that we may send you the subjoined reso-
lutions, which we deem the best alternative left us at this
late period of the session to provide for the exigencies of the
state, in consequence of the disagreement of the two bodies
on the bill, entitled, An act for the general valuation and as-
sessment of property in this state.

Resolved, That the treasurer of the western shore be and
he is hereby authorised and directed, to dispose of the stocks
held by the state in the three per cent. funds of the United
States, and to 1nvest in six per cent. stocks of the United
States the sum of $166,000, being the present amount of
capital held by the state in the said three per cents; Provided
the #aid three per ceats can be sold for a price not less than
eighty-scven dollars for each share of stock s0 held by the
state. - 4 .

Resolved, That any balance remaining after the sle ot
said 3 per cents, and the investment in the; sald's per cents

of the aforesaid améunt of capital now held in-the nl'cl 3
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