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& the lils and qppnmhira:; election of
President.

[sreoxD EDlnqv.)
Liloiw Cutizens—Having been ap-
sed Delezates from the several ilec-
istricts of the State. (o eet in
rention, in this city. for the pur
o conaulerinz the course, which
419 0ur country enjoins upnn us, in
iion to the next election of Presi-
\ we b-g leave to lay befure you the
of our deliberations.
er uking into owr most serious
ideration all the circumstances of
lst Presidential electi, we ave,
sarure reflection, inlpreﬂed with a
a1 conviction, that althouzh tie
of the constitution were observ-
e spirit of that sacred instrument
wrilated
Matthe Chiel Magistrate was elect-
i the sotes of the Representatives of
s, azrinst the will of the people of
wares.
Tatif the votes of those States had
9 given according to that will, when
ml contest lay between Gen. Juck-
wd Mr. Adams, as the spirit of
wnstitution  dictates, the foriner
dhave been elected President of
[sited States, instead of the !atter.
Tat, therefore, the will of a majori-
{te Stales, as well as of the people
40 Union has been deteated.
Tt the President, having thus ob.
.4 the Chief Magistracy, rewaried
incipal assistant in defeating the
¢ . the nation, by the highest of-
in his gift, and 1~ since emnployed
patronage of government, for the
eraace uf his personal views, and
wcare his re-clection,
Tutbefore his election by the Tfouse
Lepresentalives, Mr. Adamsapprov-
{anamendment of the constitution,
wier to take the power of choosing
President from that body. and togive
treclly to the people, for the pur-
of preventing in future, not only
erraption, but all suspicion of cor-

hat, since his success with the

of Representatives, in defeating
Ul of a snajority of the people and
e Stafes, he has not only disap
ed the friends of the purity of our
prenaent, by declining to recoinmend
atanendinent to the adoption of Con

jection to Mr. Apaxs, most warmly

AMs by Representatives in contempt of
the will of their conatituents, were ob-
tained for him chiefly through the in-
strumentality and influence of Mr.
Crax  In proof of this fact, we solicit
our altentive considerativn uf the fol

owing circumstances:

During the contest for electors, Mr.
Clay and his friends had opposcd Mr.
Adams more violently than any of the
other candilates. ‘The grounds of ob

urgzed, were:

‘That a Prusident ought to be clected
from the Ffest.

That Mr. Apaxs was unfiiccdly to
I¥ estern interesis.

That he had atlcmptc:l(o eacrifice
them in favour cf his Eastern Brethren
in the negotiatiun at Ghent,

Mr. Cray himsclf charged Mr. Ap

AM9in his r{‘:bl'est‘lll.‘l’iun ol that nego-
tiation, with **errors botn a3 10 Matters
of fact, and matters of opinion relating
to the navigation of the Mississippi, and
certain liberties, cluimed by the United
States in the fisheries,”—and in al

lusion to the excitement of the pending
vresidential contest, stated that *tat
some time more propitious than the pre-
sent, to calin and dispassionate consi-
deration, and when there could be no
misinterpretation of motives, he wouid
lay before the public a tatrative of
those transactions.”

In the circular address of Mr. Clay’s
fiiends in Ouio, itis stated, that **it
was the first object of the friends of
Mr. Cray, to keep fromn the Presiden-

tial Chair, one of the present Cubinet,”
and to elec persun, who was out
of the CalidPe” ‘Tlie ductiine that it

was necessary to break up the **succes:
sion Secretaries’ tu the Piesidency, or
the **Secrelary dynasty’ so called,
was urgeil throughout the West by Mr.
Crav’s friends.

At length the contest for electors is
over.  Mr. CrLayis not returned to the
Houae of Representatives,and could not
himself thevelure any lunger be voted
for.

Another F¥estern man however, of
great talents, splendid services, and
unquestioned integiity, and a man
moreover, who did not belong to the
Cabinet, was teturned to the Hause,
y a larger number of electors than Mr.,
Adamas, and under circumstances, that
ieft no reasunablc doubt, as has already
been shown, that when the real contest
lay between him and Mr. Apaws, he
was the choice of a large majunity of
the people of the United States.

‘Ihe elevation of General Jacrsox.
huwever to the Presidency. by satisfy-
igz the claim of the T#%st, would ope-
rate azainsat the future prospects of Mr,
Cray. which on the contrary, would be
strengthened by the election of an Lust-
ern wan, especially if it could be ~ecn
by the Kast, that the baon was confer-
red upon them Ly Lis exertions and in-
fluence.

Myr. Cray therefere, and his partisans
with him, suddenly adopt a new set of

‘the obligation of former

attempt to punish the violation of the
spirit of the constitufion.

Hence Mr. Crav has attempted to
punish the independence of other pa-
pers, by withdrawing the publication of
the laws from them, because they were
not entirely subscrvient to his views,
and by transferring it to those of com-
paratively limited circulation, although
the object of that publication is to if
fuse a knowledge of the laws as widely
as possible, minongst the peaple.

Hence, the papers which supported
the election of Mr. Apasts most warm-
ly before the people, while it could
serve the interest of their patron,ic
commended and applauded the propo
sition to change the mole of choosing
the President, =0 as to take the contin:
gent power of eiccting him from the
House of Representatives, and give the
election dircctly to the people, and as
sured the ncople that Me Apaxc. il e
iccted, would w e his influncern favanur
of the change, haue, cince lisrejectivn
by the people, and his eivction vy the
House of Representatives, thiown ub
tacles in the way of that proposition.
Icnce, alihough Mr. Apams himse!t
immediately after his electon, while
declarations
and the assertions of his advocates and
friends, were fresh upon his wind, in
is answer to the committee of the
House of Representatives, that waited
upon him to inform him of his election,
avowed his approbation of the proposed
change in the following worde: +Coutd
wy vefusal to acceptol the Presidency,
cive an immediate opporiunity to the
people 1o form anl espress with anear
er appsoach 1o umanimity. the ebject of
theie preference, I should not hesitate
to decline the acceptance of that emi
nent charge, and submit the decision of
this momentous guestion again to their
detcrmination.” and by assigning as his
only 1cason for not duing <o, that the
weonstitution itsell iad not so disposed
of the conting ney, which woubl arise
n the event of his refusal,” offtred a
pledge off his support to a proposition
so to change the Constitution in respect
to the farms of the Precidental efection
as to take it from the Honse, and give
it directly to the people; yet, notwitn-
standing” this pledge and the general
obligation of duty. unposed by the con
stitution iteelf, to recommend to Con-
aresa such measures s he nay deem
ihe public welfire to require, he has
hitherto deciined sending a mestage (o
Congress to recommend that change.
On the contrary, when a measure for
that purpose was introduced intu Con
gress without the aid of his expected
recommendation, neatly ail his fviends
in that body arraved themselvesagainst
it, and all his Aew Enzland fiicnds
withouta single exception, voted against
taking! the electivn from the House of
Representatives,

‘I'he (oregiing statement demon-
strates that Mr. Apams, having obrain
ed power by violating the spivit of the
Constitution,

tives, in which the votes uf several
States were iiven by representatives,
contrary tu the known will of the peo-
ple of those States. 8uch, fellow-citi-
zcns, are the essential and fundamental
ptincirlcs of liberty in our government,
uccording to our canstruction of the
constitution.  Such are the zreat prin-
ciples which Lave been violated.

The supporters of Mr. Adams en.
deavour to aveid the odium of that
violation by giving a totally dillerent
interpretation of the constitution. They
justily the conduct of those, who voted
ag:\ine.t the will of their constituents,
by maintaining the alarming doctrine,
that the members ol the House of Re
presentatives in the clection of Dresi-
dent, may thyow off ail reference and

regud to the opmions of the people

atd the states, and under the plea ol
Seinferrogating theie conscienres,” set
up their own jadament and wishes,
gencrally tie elivpring of thichr dntereat,
10 opposition to the disinterested wish-
es and witl of their constitients.

‘T'iiis doctiine is maintaned in the
fuce ef the vory words of Whe constitu.
tion. windh divects that when thic elec-
tian of [ stdent devolves on the House
of Representatives, the vote shall Le
taken Ly States, and the repregentation
of each State shali be enntied to one
vole, anih a majority of all the SraTes
ahall bz necessary to a choice.  ‘Fhe
natural and plain construction of the
terms vele q/' « s'ule, means a vofe exr
pressing the il of the peaple of the
State und not the pervonal vofe ot tiv
representatives finm tire staie, I was
intended to presseve, in the second vy
election, the feferativecharactar of the
General Govermment by giving to carlt
State en npml weizht and wfuence,

wnich obj-ct would b entively abeated
by aiving the rfprur,./u}i(_-rs a persm,u[
discretionary vote.  ‘T'his feature ol
the Constitution was inscrted in tnita

1ion of the provisiona ot the old Con

federation, according to wiich the vote
was alwags taken by States, and u i~
well known, that the dedegtes in Con

gress [rom the States under the Cun

federation were completely wid v the
C(”I‘I"'l I’\d iu:‘jv’c' Tt the sty tois
of the Legislaures by whicn they were
cent and by whom also tavy were 1e

called at pleasure.

The reasoning then, from the inten-
tion of the framers of the constitution,
as well a8 from analogy 1s steongly in
favour of the construction for winen we
contend.

And we heg every citizen whois at
tached to Tiberty and s countrys ty
pause atnd veflect seviously upon the
futal consequences of giving the laty
twlinarian constructi n of the const
tation contended fue by the supporiers
of M Apars.  Adopt this construc-
tion aud you twow wide open the doot
to corvuption, aml the clection in the
House will inevitably, to adopt tie
lanzuage of the circular adidress of M.
Cray's friends in Kentucky be deter
wmined, by influence and inlrigue, bar-

7
in consequence of divisions amongst
the representatives of even large states,
will often decide the vote of thuse states:
and that the votes of several srall states
are actually held by individual mem
bers:—when we refiect further that this
highest honour on carth will often rest
upon the decision of some /falf duzen
or even a less number of persons, per
haps one in a body composed of mure
than two hundred inembers, andplace
befure us the fact, that the successful
candidate will have the distribution of
wealth and distinction, in the nomina
tion to ten thousand various offices, we
must treirble fir the liberty of our
country, unless we wilfully shut our
cyes to all the records of history, all
the lessons of experience, and all the
deduction of reason,

Let it not be said we dishanour our
country by representinz Congzress as
lisble to corvuption.  We have a just
confilence in Cungress.  We believe
lh:u.(h'e members are as virtuous and
patriotic as other men: we will admit,
that their education, cliaracrer, and
stations in life place them as much a
bave the reach of improper nfluence,
a3 any equal number of their lelinw
citizens—perhaps even more. It is not
because they are less virtusua thun
othiers, that we look at them with dis
trust, when they come to exercise the
fanctions of electors of the Chiel Ma
gistra ¢; bhut itis because tney are men,
and inen cxposed to the stronzest und
most seductive trmptations disguised i
the most alluring and delusice forms
W should e traitors to tiaih and show
curselves incapable of $astruction from
the wiolehisisryof our race-nay, insen
aidte tothe dictates of comaion sense,
if we should from spurious patrintiso
ar any other manive, Zvetcounts: (ne
to the idea, thar Cangress is so g
and disinterest o, and 30 elevated i
chavacter, tha. the small uwumber f
tembers gene rglly necessary to change
tae fate of the election, may not o
foand, who are liable to be mfluenced
in the vate they dare to gives hy person

‘The great questions now in agitation
are, whether the Chief Magistracy shall
b- obtained by *influence and intrigue,
bargain and mlnl:‘emem," or be a-
warded to merit and public services by
the unbought suffrages of the peoplei—
whether the influence of Guvermental
patrorage shall sustsia a minority in
power against the will of the majorifye
—whether the forms prescribed by the
constitution, regulating the election of
the Chief Magisirate, originally design=
el ta give effict to the will of the ma-
jority, but which have been found 10-
ad-quate to the purpose, shall be a-
bolisned, and the elrction be given di-
rectly to the People:—and wnetner the
peuple themscives have spirit and in-
telligence envugn to eject from power,
those who have obtained it under the
firms of the Constitution, in violation
of its spirit, or whether they are pre-
pared to submit without resistance to
usurpation.

I'hixe who are interested in main-
rainins existing abuses, and oppuse that
change wiich would putan end to them
iereafter, seek to arteact exclusive at-
tention 10 the measures of the Admini-
steation, and to deaw it off from the
violation of zreat und fundamental
principley u tneir elevation to powers
\Whiie s violation is with us the prin-
“ipat ground usen which we oppose the
re election of Mr. Adams, we see never-
theless, strong reasuns for oprosition,
v the minner in which he has exer-
cised by fur the mist importart of all
tne functions of 'lie executive autnoris
ty—r1¢ meun the power of appointing
to ffice aad distributing the patronage
of tie Goverunient. e use,that has

tne press, deserves and receives our
unqualified reprobation.

Exeoutive duties relates to the regula-
o of our intercourse with fureign nae
tons.  The friends of the adminisirae
‘1on ascribe great diplomatic talents to
‘he Preaident and vet on the most in-

al interesty not aporoaching them in the
revolting sape of a direct bribe, bu:
in the cndicing form of distincion a
muongzst their fellow crizens and rewand
for patiietic services.

So long then as the forms of the con
stitution in relation to the election of
Presnlent remain as they are, tie vost
disastrous consequences wili How £ oon
1he construction contended £ by the
~anporters of Mr. Aduns, Uhe o~
Jlittening prize. thatambiiion can s+ k.
with all its accompanying aliurements,
is every four years to be thrown ino
ihe madst of two hundred faltible men
to distract and excite theme—men too,
who are cut loose from the wholesame
yestraints of a safé construction of the
constituiion, which furnishes a sure and
certatn guile for their conduct, in the
will of their constituents,

A decision under such circumstances
will rarely if ever inspire tie na:iun]
with confidence in the President—that

teresting subject of negoriation, waich
as o0 urred since his election, he has
ven guiity of a palpable neglect of du-
tv. to which we do not think a paraliel
<o be foand in the history of our ex-
terior relations, and to wiich we are
mdebred for the loss of one of the most

yur commerce  we mean our trade with
the Weast Iniies, =0 essential to the
pr sperity of Maryland and the otaer
Zrain growing states, as well as to the
<hipping interest  Nutwuhstandinz a
minister was dispatched to England at
1 great expense to the nation, all the
necessaly tnstructions were omitted to
oe wiven in relation to this trade, and
no recommendation of legislative mea-
ures was sent to (Congress to meet
‘hose of the Briash Parliament, the
terns of which nur Minister. now when
it ie toe late, is instructed to comply
with, and an ait mpt iv made to cast

aterr i Tof Tiis to-bay ups political -
spponents wud control the freedom of

‘I'he next most important branch of

important and profitable branches of

the blame on Congress for not acting
without sxecutive recommenaation, al-
though it wesdistinctiy intimated to the
chairman of the Cemmittee on Cone
merce in the Senate, and thrauh him
to that Linly, that the Admiinsiration

is employingz atl the
means. which hia situation gives him,
to maintain it and to secure a re-¢lec-
tion, and gives ua the solemn aldmon:
tion that the period has arvived in the
operation of cur governinent, when it

theae prn[.nenls.
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\ but his friends in that budy,
et it was  brought forward witheut
reommendation, opposed and, de-

opinions to suit altered circumstances,
and think it in conformity with **syre
ruEcEDENTS.? that another Secrefury
should be etected President.

‘Fhat an _ Eastern wan, whom they

gain und munagement

General Jickson is the last of the
revolutionary hetoes, who can be
the conr<e of nature, ,a candidate (o
the Preesidlency, :‘:nlﬂm the increase

confilence, which is 50 necessary to the
independent and salutary exercise of the
excrutive authority.
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hthe late Presudential election,
ynine electoral votes were given
General Jacksong eighty four to Mr.
s, forly one to Mr. Craw ford,
Alirl 2 geven to Mr. Clay.
B the election Leen sent back to
reople, and the choice restricted (o
0 hizhest candidates, as it virtu-
By was in the House, there is no one,
ns well acquainted with the state
piiic opinion in the Southern and
wen States, where nearly all the
e Mr Crawford and Mr. Clay
eiven, who would not be obliged
"uhuowledge, that of the seventy-
rotes received by those gentlemen,
last thirty two, the nuinber which,
Wditioa to the ninety-nine already
red by Gen. Jacksun, was neces-
¥ tohis clection, would have been
e i bim.  According to the test,
il 4 majority of the people of
Uriten States, were opposed to the
“nof Mr, Adams.

Fliof their preference of Gen. Jack:
Vrerer Mr. Apams, the represcnta-
:‘:‘“ Congress of several of the west
‘n“liﬂ. gave their votes for Mr. Ad-

"y on the present occasion, is
*‘“}rrrfogetcbefxpeclecl. Circup-
mi"?‘i uu!tnc_c'hovevgr. often as ir-
..u“l“; 8 posilive !uhmony. has es-

'¢d beyond a reasunable dnubt,

Hy--of - the -states’—i(—theirt danusa!

preferred to a J#estern man—and not
withstanding taeir late violent and bit-
ter animosity and opposition, and in
defiance of the known wishes of their
constituents, vote for Jouy Quincy
Apas, and ake Lim President of the
United States.

As goon as Mr. Apaxs is thus made
President Ly the vote and influence of
Mr. Crav, he rewards Mr Cray for
his services with the highest office in
his gift, makes hiin Secreur{v ofState,
and places him in the line of “zafe pre
cedents.”

Mr. Cray gives his warmest suppnet
to Mr. Apas’ administration, and for-
getting his public pledge, it as silent as
the grave about the Ghent negociation.

Can you, Frirow Crrizexs, have
stronger proof of a POLITICAL BAR
G AIN, by which the rights of the peo-
ple hace been set at naught. and per-
onal interests have triumphed over the
spirit o Constitution and the fun-
rincijdes of republican go

Ly the saine means. Hence all the sel-
fish passions of political oppanents have
Leen appealed to, and high offices have
been lavished upon these who were
most conapicuous amongst them, to

teemed with calumnies without number
upon the distinguished and patriotic
men, who have had the courage to stem
the torrent of cxecutive influence, to

excrcise and maintain the freedom of

dation on which their rolitical liberty
rests be not undermined.

‘I'he fundamental principle on which
our whole system 1ests, is the voritr-
caL kquaLiTy of the citizens.

From this political equality, neccs-
savily recults the doctrine, that the wil/
of the majority shall prevail.

‘Ihe ohject of all the form3 of our
National and State Governments 13 to
secure the fair and unbiased expression
of that will.

The only effectual secerity against
the abuses of the Supreme Kzecutive
Power, is the dircct responsibility of
him, who exercises ity to the people
over whom it is exerciscdsand the only
efficient nude, by which that responsi
bility can be enforced, is by making
the ‘Chief Magistrate dependant upon
the People for the possession and the
continucnce of his power.

We hold it to Le undeniable, that
accoriding to the theory of our consti-
tution, the election of the President of

Cungress, the representatives of the
several States, in the discharge of their
electoral duty, are by the spirit of the
constitution, which they are sworn to
support, bound, like the electors to

sideration of all the circumstances, at
tending the late presidential election,
that the foregoing fundamental princi
ples were violated in the election of
Joun Quiscy Apams to the Chief Ma-

next election, that g mang candidates
will be set up |lu§§' primary eleciion
will rarely be conclusive. 1o will be
come a watter of course for the elee-
tion to devolve on tie Tlause of Re
presentatives .'l'hcir tall, instead of
being a seat of indgnident legistation,
wili become a theatve for electioneer-
ing and inte.gue flom the period of one
election to anothers  ‘Fhe ambitious
men, who aspive o the Presidency.
wiil generaliy be nembers of Congress
or of tihe cabinet, and will have the
opportunity of laying their plaus de
tiberately and pursuing them persever
ingly. Allthearts of persunal address,
of ﬂyaltering attentions and entertain-
ments will be resorted to.  ‘Thesordul
will hiopse for offices of profit for them
selves or relations as a reward for at-
taching themselves to the cause of some
one of these Prestdential Candidates.
The ambitious will Took for promoation
and distinction,  ‘Fhose, who dedire
no appuintment for themselves, _will

fluence under which they act, and the
whole circle of interested motives, will
have full scope for action unier the ap-
pearance of a desire o serve fiiends,
or promote the interest of their neigh-

gress is, that occasionally men of the
most venal and corrupt character attain
it: anid when we veflect that the whale
number of yatesis only twenty-four:—

Ge votes thus given to Mri Ap-

speech, and opinion, .lnd to aid in an

gistracy by the Ilouse “df Representa-

exhibits in the strongest point of view,
a necessity for a change of its forms.
which shall place its principles abave
all misconstruction.  We earnestly en-
treat you, therefore, Feidow Citizens,
not to believe, as those, who have ob-
tained power at thie cxpense ot your
rights would persuade vou to do, that
the ensuing Presidential Election is a
<imple conteat between two eminent
citizens for the Chiet Magistracy, in
which their perconal merits and past
services are alone to be considered.—
Great as they may be esteened by the
friends of Gen. Jackson amd Mr. A
dams respectively, they are as dust in
the balance, and dwindleinto utter in
significance, when compaircd with the
impurtance of the great constitutional
principles, which are at stake. No con-
flict of parties since the commence
ment of onr Government has involved
such vital interests as are now in agita
tion. It is not a question whether a
few cents nore or Jess duty upon Yaal-

not a question, whether Commission-

ers, or Ministers Plenipotentiary, or no
anents at all shall be sent to Panama:—

it is not a question. whether the tiade |
with the British West Indies, (impor-

tion, requires our notice.

interests, and

nds,

p

Juackson. ,

when the danger is over,

be jndge

theless of little consequence compared
with those, which you are now called
upon to decide, involving as they do
in the mainlenance or surrender of the
fundameatal principles of the constitu

that the votcs of one ur twoiadividuals

{h‘on, and the vital interests of liberty.

tors to resist Great Beitain, 10 dr:{_ her
(LY B
revolutionary war? No fellow-citizens,
it was the principles upon which that
rmcasore was justified and edopred—it |
was theugizht el ——" " T

power and brave all the zaris

Another expedient resorted to by tha
supparters of Mr. Adama to diver: at-
vention from the manner of his obtaine
ing power and to misrepresent 1he
grounds of aur opposition to his re elece

1’he mos: strenuous efforts are male
0 excite prejudice against the foienis
of General Jackson by representing
them as opposed o Internal huprove
ment and Domestic Manufactures: al-
though 1t is well known that many of
is warmest advocates arc amongst the
most decided supporters of those great
the constitutional doce
‘rines upon which their protection de-

ITe utterly deny that there measures
are the lines of reparation Lelween the
supporters of Mr. Adams and General

The friends of Mr. Adams differ
with each other un ‘hese questions, so
also do the friends of General Jackson,
but are held fisnly tosether by ;he com-

I
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dispute abunt the course she shall take

We sa{ then, let the administration
Ly the principles axd the
means, by which they obtained theic

e
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