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THE IDIOT—7n gnecdote.

The heart, in many instances, is a better
judge, even of prop\:iety of manners, than
the judgment. Thei-,u‘dgr.ngnt, in cases touch-
ing the conduct O individuals, is perhaps
often too severe; for example we are apt to
regard with equal contempt the behaviour
of the weak and silly, without considering,
that under the zero of reason there are many
Jegrees before the human intelligence u'nl'fs
to that of the animal instinct. At least it is
charitable to believe so, and it cherishes a-
miable sentimerts to wuculeate that doetrine.

Every reader of dramatic history has
heard of Garrick’s contest with Madam
Cliiron, and the triumph which the English
Roscius achieved over the S‘iddc_ms of the
French stage, by his representation of the
father struck with fatuity on beholding his
caly_ infant dashed to pieces by leaping in
its joy from his arms Perhaps the sole re-
maining conquest for histrionic tragedy is
somegvhere in the unexplored regions of the
mind below the ordinary understanding, a-
midst the gradations of idiocy. The various
shades and degrees of sense and sensihility
which lie there unknown. Genius, in some

fled moment, may discover. ln the mean-
time, as a small specimen of its undivulged
dramatic treasures, we submit to our readers
the following little anecdote.

A poor widow, in a small town in the
sorth of England kept a booth or stall of
apples and sweetmeats. She had an idiot
child, so utterly helplessand dependent, that
he did not appear to be ever alive to anger
or self-defence.

He sat all day at her feet, and seemed to
be possessed of no other sentiment of the
human kind than confidence in his mother’s
love, and a dread of the school boys, by
whom he was often annoyed. His whole
occupation as_he sat on the ground, was in
swinging backwards and forwards singing
‘pal 1al’ in a palhelic’gone, only interrupted
at at intervals on the appearance of any ot
\is tormentors, when he cluug to his mother
in alarm.

From morning to evening he sung his
rinlive and aimless ditty; at night, when

is poor mother gathered up her little wares
to return home, so deplorable did his defects
appear, that while she carried the table on
her head, her little stock of merchandise in
her lap, and her stool in one hand, she was
obliged to lead him by the other. Ever and
anon as any of the school boys appeared in
view, the harmless thing clung close to her,
aad hid his face in her bosom for protection.

A human creature 8o far below the stand-
ard of humanity was no ‘where ever seen;
he had not even the shallow cunning which
is often found among these unfinlshed ‘be-
isgs; and-his simplicity could not even be
meisured by the standard we would apply
1o the capacity of a lamb. Yet he hal a
(eeling rarely foanifested even in the affec-
tionate dog, and a knowledge never shown
by any mere anintal.

He was sensible of his mother’s kindness,
a1d how much hq bwed to her care. At
vights when “she spread his humble pallet,
though he knew not prayer, nor could com-
prehend the solemnities of worship, he pros-

ted himself at her feet, and as he kissed
theri; mumbled a kind of mental orison, as
if in fond and holy devoticn. In the mor-
sing before she went abroad to resume her
station in the marked place, he peeped anx-
iously out ta reednnoitre the street, and as
ofen as he saw 3p¥-of the schoolboys in the
way, he held h’gﬁ.{tnﬁly back, and sang his
sarowful “pal tal.” .

Ove day the podr woman and her idiot
boy_were missed from the mnrket-gl;uce,md‘
the charity . of some of the nei;}: £ 104
dueed them to visit her hovel. They' (@
Rerdead on her sorry couch, and the boy:
sitting besidé her, holding her hand, swing«
iog and singing his lay more sorrowfully
®un he had ever done before. He could
Bot speak, but only vifer a brutish gabble;
soaetimes, however, he looked as if he com-
prehended something of, what was said.. On
this oceasion, when the neighbours spoke to
Nim, he looked, up with the tear in his eye,
sid elasping the cold hand moré tenderly,
sung the strain of his, mouraful ¢‘pal lal”
into a softer and sadder ‘key. e

The spectators, deeply d&ec!ed, raised him
frata aBic body, end-he surrendered his hold
“‘_‘h! ea hand withontsdggistance, re-
Uring in silgnce to ah obscure er of the
rom. * Dae of them, looking tdwards- the
d to them, “Poof wretch! what

shalt we dopvlmi”i« At that moment
e resumed his chaifit; ind Il 176 hands-
rosa-ahe’ floov{ sprinkled’ it:0q

sung with & wild and heart-

- 'TWENTY-FIRST CONGRESS.
Mand&sy. December 28, 1829.

k . ' INSENATE. = .
. _The Hon. Bedford Crown, from Norta
Carolinas appeared and took his seat. ~

The resolution offered by Mcr. Benton, on
Thursday last, on the expediency of mounting
| a part of the Infantry, for the better protecti-
on of the Western frontier was to..

Mr. Holmes offered the following resoluti-

on:

Resolved, That the Committee on Com-
merce, be instructed to inquire into the expe-
diency of providing, by law, that the duties
of Weighers, Guagers, and Measurers, be
transferred to Inspectors of the Customs.

Mr. Dickerson presented the memorial and
remonstrance of a Committee appointed at a
meetinF of the citizens of the Counties of Es-
sex and Middlesex, New Jersey, objecting to
the passage of any law to prohibit the tranpor-
t-tion of the mail on the Sabbath.

Mr. Ruggles presented the petition of the
Trustees of Franklin College; and,
M. Sanford presented the memorial of the
New-York Institution. for the instruction of
the Deaf and Dumb, respectively asking a
grant of land; and,
Mr. Noble, on leave obtained, introduced a
bill to provide for. clothing the militia when
called into the service of the United States:
which was read and passed to a second read-
ing.

Tuesday, December 29, 1820.

The resolution oTered yesterday by Mr.
Holmes, to transter the duties of we'xg‘\ers,
gaugers, and measurers, to inspectors of the
castoms, was then taken ap, and after some
conversation between Messrs. Holmes and
Smith of Md. on the subject, and having been
s0 far modified by the mover as to refer the
subject to the Committee on Finance, instead
of that of Commerce, a3 originally proposed,
was agreed to.

Mr. Woodbury offered the following reso-
lution:
Resolved, That the Committee on Com-
merce be instructed toinqure into the expe-
diency of making further regzulations concern-
ing the fees and charges of American Consuls
in foreixa porta.
Mr. Barton offered the followingresolution:
Resolved, That the Committee on Finance
be inatructed to inquire into the expediency
of establishing a uniform national currency
for the United States, end to rcport thereon
to the Senate.
The biJl to provide for clothing the Militia
when caffed into the service of the United
States, was read the second time, and refer-
red to the Committee on the Militia.
Wednesday Dec 30-
The following resolution, submitted yester-
day by Mr. Barton, was taken up.
Resolved, That the Committee on Finance !
be instructed to inquire into the expediency
of establishing a uniform nation currency for
the United States, and to report thereon to the
Senate~
Mr. Barton said that in offerinz this resoluti-
on to the Senate, his chief object was to produce
inquiry into the subject, which he viewed as
one of importance. If the resolution was a-
dopted, he should move to refer some docu-
wments in relation to the subject to the Com-
mittee on Finance. \

Mr. Benton said the resolution was a very
important ones and he therefore hoped that the
gentleman whohad moved it would state what
objects he had in view in offering it.

Mr. Barton was proceeding ia compliance
with the requedt of his colleague, to state his
reasons for offering this resolution, which he
said he would do in general terms, when

Mr. Benton rose and stated that he had
mistaken the nature of the resolution proposed
His impression was, that it was the reso ution

roposed yesterday by the gentleman from
Eonnecticut, (Mr. Foot) in relation to the
public lands, which was under consideration.

Mr. 8anford hoped thatthe gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. Barton) would still proceed to
state his object.

Mr. Barton declined this for the present.
He thought a better opportunity would be af-
forded for thisin a report from the Commit-
tee, and any explanatory observations he had
to make would be more appropriate when the
subject should come to be cousidered by the
i Senate. In the mean time, he would state
t although he was one of “ose who belie-

A ngﬂ in the advantage of a well regulated

a-
per currency he did not claim the merit oFo-
‘riginating this

roposition. As respected it
he was merely S\e sgsciplt‘: of others.
The _question on the adoptionkbof the rosolu-
t{on,"was carried in the affirmative, nem. con.
The resolution offered yesterday by Mr.
Woodbury, concerning the fees and charges

of American Consals in foreign ports, was a-

greed to. ,
Mr. Hendricks, from the Select Commit-
mittee on Roads and Canals, reported a bill
authorizing a_subscription of stock in the
‘Washington Turnpike Road Company, which
was and passed to a second reading.
Thursday December 31, 1829, °
_The, honouable Daniel Webster, a Sena-
tor from Mis. isctts, appeared to day and
took bladen. e bl S
. Mr.Matks presented a petition from tae
s
adra of .the, ¢ on . silka,
when condunied {a &:’ -lnnﬁol:r‘ ot Usi-

, @l-lal.”

brellas, and exported, -

~

. The bill authorizing a subscription of stock
in the Washington Turnpike Road Compa-
ny, wasread thesecond time and considered
in _committee of the whole.

Mr. Headrickshaving explained the nature
and object of the bill, -the importance of &
speedy completion of the road, ina national
point of view, and the ts of the tolls
rgn_umerating the holders of stock, by liberal
dividends— By, p
_Mr. Dickerson desired more time for de-
libération and for affording to absent Senators
an opportanity of voting. ~Afler some conver-
sation between Mr. Hendricks, Mr. Smith of
Md and Mr. Dickerson, the bill was pos‘po-
ned to Monday week and made the special or-
der for that day:

(The bill authorizes the Secretary of the
Treasury to subscribe for 4500 shares of the
stock, and appropriates 90,000 dollars for the
purpose.

Mr. Hobbins gave notice, that he would
on Monday next ask leave to bringin a bill
prescribing the modes of commencing, prose-
cuting, and deciding cantroversies besween
States.

The Senate then spent some time in the
consideration of Executive business, and then
adjourned to Monday next.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Monday, Dec. 28, 1839.

The Speaker laid before the House sundry
communications, viz:

A Letter from the Secretary of the Treasu-
ry, transmitting the monthly statements of

¢ affairs of the Bank of the United States
for the year 1829, called for by the House on
the 21st and 24th instant; which letter and
statements were laid on the table.

On motion of Mr. Condict, it was

Resolved, That the Commitfee on Military
Affairs be instructed to enquire into the ex-
pediency of inducing the non-commissioned
officers, musicians, and privates, in the Ar-
my, and the seamen and marines in the Na-
vy of the United States, voluntarily to dis-
continue the use of whiskey, substituting for
it a full equivalent to be paid in moaey, at
the expiration of the period of enlistment.
Resolved, also, as a further inducement to
sobriety and orderly deportment in the Army
of the Navy, as well as with a view to pre-
serve the lives and health of the soldiers and
seamen; that said committee be instructed to
enquire into the expediency and propriety of
allowing an additional bounty, in money or
cloihing, or bath, to be paid to every soldier
and seainan at the expiration of his term, who
shall produce from his commanding officer, a
certificate of total abstinence from ardent spir-
its of orderly behaviour durinz his enlistment.
Mr. Hemphill moved the following resolu-
tion; whicih was read and laid on the table,
viz:

Resolved, That that the Secretarv of War
be directed to cum:nunicate to this flouse, an
estimate of the cost of completing the survey
and estimate of a canal to connect the wa-
ters of the Atlantic and the Gulph of Mexico.

On motion of Mr. Newton, it wa3

Resolved, That the Committee of Com-
mere be instructed to enquire into the expedi-
ency of authorizing the surveyors of ports of
delivery, to issue licenses and enrolimeats to
vessels employed in the coasting trade.
Tuesday, December 29, 1829

CONTESTED ELECTION OF MR. LEA.

Mr. Alston, from the Committee of Elec-
tions, made a report upon the memorial of
Thomas D- Arnold, contesting the right of
Pryor Lea, toa seat in this House;and, with-
out being read, the report was ordered to be
printed- [ The report is unfavourable to the
claim of Mr. Arnold.]

Mr. A. said that he had been requested,
by the petitioner in this case, to mve that all
the documents accompanying his memorial
should also be printed; but the Committee of
Etections, having examined that subject,
thought that the papers ought not to be prin-
ted, they were so voluminous, and a large por-
tion of them immaterial: The reportaof;the
Committee went into the uubjecgf ntich at
large, and all the material facts disclos& by
the papers were stated in it-

.\ﬂ:.‘ A. said he was also requested to move
that the petitioner liave leave to have a seat
at the bar of the House, and to address the
House in support of his Memorial,

Mr. \Vicﬁrioﬂ'e said he was at a loss to vote
upon this proposition, from not knowing what
had been the practice of the House in such
cases. Ifithad been the practice of the House
he should vote for the leave: if not, he sheuld
not-

The speaker informed the gentleman that
such had' been the uniform practice of the
House when such leave was asked-

The question was taken on granting the
leave asked, and decided in the affirmative,
nem- con.

Mr- Storrs, of New York, from the Com-
mittee on the Census, reported the following
resolation; U

Resolved, That the Committee to whom
was referved that part of the President’s mes-
3, re,l\xtutot.bevukiugofthemh
Census, be directed to inquire into the expe-
diency of fixing the ratio of the representation
in the House of Representatives among the
States, after the completion of the enumera-
tion under such census- A - y

Thisresqlution was read and agreed to.

{ DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC LANDS.

The House resumed the considemtion of the
(P ¢

=

_resolution, moved by Mr- Hunt, of Vermont,

on the 17th inst. proposing an inquiry into
the expediency of appropriating -the nett anu-
al proceeds of the ugel of the public landsa-
mong the several States and erritories, for
the purposes of education and foternal Im-
provement, in rmporﬁon to the repretentation
of each in‘the House of Representatives.

The question being m° agreeing to the
motion of Mr. Martin, of Bouth Carolina, so
to amend the resolution as to direct an inqui-
ry also ‘into the amount and value of the
public lands which have been given by Con-
gress to any State. |

A debate ensued, in which Messrs. Martin,
Haynes, Pettis, Reed, Mallary and Duncan,
took part.

When Mr. Duncan concluded, the Speaker
arrested the discussion for the day, the hour
allotted for the discussion of resolutions hav-
ing elapsed. It will come up again tomor-
row.

Wednesday, December 30.

A message was received from the Presi-

dent of the United States, by Mr. Donelson,
his Private Secretary, notifying that the Presi-
dent did on the 20th instant, approve and
sign the act, making an :Kpro riation_for re-
pairing and fitting out the rigate Brandy-
wine.’
A message in writing, was3 received from
the President of the United States, by Mr.
Donelson, his Private Secretary as follows.
To the Speakerof the

House of Representatives of the United

States:
I transmit herewith to the House, the re-
port and estimate of the survey, made in pur-
suance of the act of the 30th of April, 1824,
in order to ascertain the practicabitity of con-
necting the waters of the Altamaha and Ten-
nessee rivers, by a canal and rail road; and
request, as there is no duplicate of the same
repared, that the House will cause it to be
aid before the Senate.
ANDREW JACKSON.

December 30th 1829.

The said message was read and referred to
the Committee on [nternal Improvement.
DISTRIBUTION OF THE PUBLIC

LANDS.

The House resumed the consideration of
the resolution, “moved by Mr. Hunt, of Ver-
mont, proposing to direct an inquiry by the
Committee of Public Lands into the expadien-
cy of distributing the nett proceeds of the
Sales of Public Lands among the several
States, for the purposes of Education and In-
ternal Improvement. )

The question being stated on agreeing to
Mr. Martin's pmpused amendment, for direct-
ing the committee to report to the quantity of
lands already granted to each State by the
General Governient.

Mr. Polk, of Tennessee said, that from the
time which had been already occupied in the
discussion of this resolution, proposing an in-

uiry merely, it must be evident not only that
‘tlhis discussion i3 premature. but that it isnot
likely to arrive at any profitable end. It was
admitted, by those who supported the resolu-
tion, that itis not expedient to make this dis-
tribution, atall events, until the Public Debt
shall have been paid. That the public Debt
will not be paid for several years to come, was
known to every one, and therefore this discus-
sion was premature. Another reason against
entertaining the resolution at present, was
that the whole subject of the distribution of
the sur%l'un revenue, after the payment of the
Public Debt, had been brought to the notice
of Congress by the President of the United
States, and was now under consideration be-
fore a committee of the House. Wnen this
whole subject was thus before one committee,
why should this partof itbe referred to anoth-
er committa® Anotherreason against the pre-
sent discussion was that, thatif it should be
the poli::‘y of the country, after the pablic debt
was paid off to levy more taxes than the gov-
ernment should require for the ordinary ad-
ministration of pulﬂic affairs, and the question
should be between the present plan of [nter-
pal Improvement and the proposed plan for
the distribution of the public revenuc, he was
free to say that between the two modes he
should prefer the latter. But this was a ques-
tion which it will be time enough to argue
when it shall actually have arisen. It might be

ssibly, that when ‘the public debt should
mve been paid off there would be no sur lus
revenue, and no occasion for this abgordent
process.

There was still another reason why he
thought that no gnod would result from pro-
longing this discussion, and that was, the
course that this debate had taken. The amend.
ment now under consideration involved a pro-

sition to raise anaccount current between
the States, and the discussion of it could have
no other effect than to produce an unnecessa-

excitement between members of the sainz
amily. Withas much propriety might an
.account be raised oi the money expenditure
of the General Government among the several

States. Supposeit were to instruct a
committee to inguire into_the amount of debts
of the several States assumed by the General
Government at the date of the fundingsystem
and strikes a balance of account between them
what.an excitement woald it not produce!

e (Mr. P. said) the la-

3 into which this sort of dis-

atf them; and that ‘;u go.li?&
wblg‘ood. [ O o}

from himself

osely abstais emteri
into the discusston of the merits of the propo-

wi
'| motion, (which by rul¢ admits of do debate’

sition before the House, having risen princi--
pally for the purpose of mu!"sng to h,;“tbi\’
ing that ¢ chould 99t Ba callos wn pai s
ing that i no ed ‘agai ;
tbel rcll,enthSnn'oli'. 3 - e "
r. Buchanan, of Pensylvania, ‘asked> th.-
gentleman from "I'enneu* thdraw t:
to allow him to make a fewobservation. ~ '
;#Mr. Polk said he would accommodate~the
gentlemen with a great deal of pleasure, but
the very object of this motion was to stop -the
debate. : i i .
The question on the motion of Mr. Polk, to

lay the resolution on the table, was then taken
by yeas and nays, and was decidedias follows
Yeas 72 —~Nays 95.
So the Huuse refused to lay the resolution
on the table.
Mr. Buchanan then expressed his view in
favour of the main object of the inquiry pro-
posed by the resolution, and concluded his re-
marks by suggesting the following modification
of the pending resolution:
sResolved, That a Select Committee be ap-
pointed, to which shall be refered the Repoit
of a Select Committee made to the House of
Representatives on the 25th February last, re-
lative to the anual distribution of the next pro-
proceeds of the sale ot the pudblic lands, a-
mongst the several States, in proportion to the
gopu ation of each;and thatthe said committee
e instructed to ingnire and report to tais
House, whether there be any provision of the
Constitution or of any Actor .Kcu of Congress
in relation to the discharge of the public debt,
which ought to prevent Congress from muking
such a distribution, And that the said Commit-
tee have leave to report by bill or otherwise.
Mr. B. did not prupose this modification by
way of motion, being already sufficiently en-
gaged on com:nittee, to desire being placed on
such a select committee as was indicated in
it, but he threw it out for the consideration of
the House.
The discussion was further continued by
Mr. Test, who in an animated and earnest
manner opposed the amendment now under
consideration- He had not concluded his re-
marks, when he was interrupted by the Spea-
ker’s declaring that the hour allotted to the
discuasion of resolutions had elapsed.
Thursday, Dec. 31.
Mr. M<Duffie, from the Committee of Ways
and Means, reported a bill making appropri-
ations for certain arrearages in the naval ser-
vice for the year 1829; wﬁlch was read twice,
and comniitted to a committee of the Wiole.
DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC LANDS..
The House having resumed the cunsidera-
tion of the resolution of Mr. Hunt, proposing
a distribution of the nett proceeds of the saies
of Publiclands among the several States, for
the purposes of education and internal im-
proveinent—
Mr. Test resumed and concluded his argu-
ment against the resolution, bat especialiy a-
cainst the amendment moved by Mr. Murtia
thereto. ]
Mr. Wilde, of Georgia, spoke briefly to the
queation, witha desire to have it modified and
placed ina more definite ‘shape before tae
House.
Mr. Spencer, of New York, expressed his
views of the subject directly adverse to s)me
of those which had been ~presented by Mr.
Test. ¢
Mr. Blair of South €arolina, next addressed
the House; when the allotted hour for the dis-
cussion of resolutions having expired—
This debate ended for today.
A joiat resolation granting the use of the
Bnoks in the Library of Coagress to the Heads
of Departments, to certain officers of Congress
and to ExPresidenta of the United States,’
was read the third time 3ad passed.
An engrossed Bill entitled ‘An xct to estab-
lish an uniform rule for the computation of ths
mileage of members of Congress, and for other
purposes; wis read the third time, passed, and
sent to the Senate for concarrence.. | .
CONTESTED ELECTION FROM TFNNESSEE..
The House then proceeded to the considera-
tion of the report of the Committee of Elec-
tions on the Memorial of Thomas D Armold,
contesting the election of Pryor Lea, a mem-
ber of this House from the State of Ten-
nu:‘ee. - s
Mr. Amold, the petioner, W the -~
order of the llou_;e,pewu in nced,yby the
Seargeant at Arms, to a seatat the Barof the
House.
‘T‘ne report in this case was then read by the
Clerk-
On this shbject a variety of interestingpro=-
ceedings took place. The whole di:cuug;:: .
with its incidents, grew out of & request, ou
the part of the Petioner, that the evidance in
the case should be printed for the inspection of
the I use, which request he founded on thea-
verinent, that the report was contrary to the
evideace. ’ . :
The consideration of this subject termina..
ted after much debate in the adoption of a reso-
lution in the following words. i
«Resolved, That all the depositions and
other written evidence presented to the Com-
mittee of Elections between -Thomas D. .Ar-
pold and Pryor Lea be printed for the .use of
the House.—Also, such of the E-lnted
documents as may be selected by the petitioner
or sitting member, and adju by the Comn
mittee oo the J to bein any :i-u‘p-

P e Hos sty o ek
And then ouse todo
Monday next. TR r e




