M ARYLAND

From the CRAFTSMAN,
¢« Tee UNIVERSAL BALLANCE,

dotiadesss BEG Leave to convey, through the Channel of

’ £+ your Paper, an Account of a Machine I have"

I 45 lately invented, which I call the Uniwerfal Bal-

e [an:e; and which, I doubt not, will be as ufeful
desdrofpity in political Philofophy, as the Common Ballance

is in mechanical and natural Philofophy.

§ The common Ballarce takes only the ab/Slute Gravity of a
tfon; but this takes the Weight of his Talents, his Merie,
Virtues, and his Zices.  And, to fhew the very great Ufe

t may be made of it, I fhall give you a Courte ot Experi-
Sents, which [ have very lately had an Opportunicy of making.
£ ¢ | weighed all the Advantages we have got by the prefent
20 with Spain ; and I found them jsft as confiderable, as the
caiures taken were wife and vigorous. Then I weighed the
dvantages we were likely to gain by a Land War, and found
Jicm nepative to a very great Degree. 1 weighed the Affair of
prthagena ; but every Thing was {o complicated, that I could

ake very littte of it: The .4dmiral’s Breeches weighed ve

avy. | weighed 16000 H 75 againft 3000 Englijh; the
ance was even. Then [ weighed their Pay, and to my great
prize, found the H » double. DMoit of the Ofhcers
eighed railier heavier than they fhould do. I weighed the
omiles againit the Services of our Allies the Dutch, and found

jo. Sort of Comparifon between the former and latcer. Upon
yeighing the Dusoh, 1 could come to no Certainty for a great
hile ; til at laft, [ put into the oppofite Scale a Weight which
call Prewarication, upon which the Ballance was exactly even:
pen I put into the fame Scale another Weight called Homefly ;
jpon which the Dutch, as I thought they would, kick’d t{x'e
eam ; but upon adding Self-latereft to the Durch Scale, up
gent Honefly higher than Air itfelf. Into one Scale I put Eng-
Bnd, into the other all the Powers of Eurgpe; upon which I
bund, that England rather over-ballanced : This Experiment
Wcafed me much. Then I put /reland iuto the Englyb Scale,
pectm% to find a very great additional Weight; but 1 was de-
eived, for I think, if there was any Difference, the Englifp
Jeale was rather lightet than before: Upon which, I added a
bhole E/——te of the Esmpire; and to my great Supprize found,
hat the Englif Scale loft incredibly by the Addition. 'Then
ngghed the Faith of Nations in Regard to Treaties, and all
he T'reaties that have been made for thefe laft 40 Years, efpe-
| ally thofe of our late Minifter ; the Quantity of them was fo
‘ reat, that I doubted at firft, whether or not I fhould be able
b get Weights enough for the Experiment ; but this Doubt was
on over, for I prefently found that I fhould be troubled to get
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a Weight light enough for them ; “til at laft I chanced upon a
Bundle of Rufhes, which I put into the Scale; bat the whole
Bundle was too heavy; fo I put a fingle one in, but that was
too heavy: 'til at lait, I fplit the Rufh in two, and then the
Ballance was exadtly even.

¢ Jult before the Death of that worthy old Gentleman Bifthop
Hougk, I had an Opportunity of weighing all the B 51 Ine
to the oppofite Scale I put Tranflarions, C:mmendams, Op icns,
Procurati:ns, ¢, In the Courle of the Experiment | obierv-
ed fomething very odd: the Scale play’d up and down, as if
fomebody had been moving it with their Hands: At firtt I won-
dered at ir, but upon furveying the Scale, in which were the
B ps, 1 faw o/d Hough ttepping in and out, as I thought, for
his Diverfion ; upon which I walied up, to him, maue huu a
very reverend Bow, and told him, that his Merit was fo well
known to afl the World, that it was #Matter of Curiofity to
weigh him, and therefore I defired he.would be pleaied to itep
out of the Scale: he complied with the Requelt, and fudden:
frumbled out ; upon which, up flew the Scale of B——ps. Al
ter this, I put int& one of my Scales four Fuflices of the Peaie,
two of which were of the Duorusm ; into the other, 16 jolly Pa-
rochial Priefts, which did not weigh up the Juiices 5 then I ad-
ded 240 Volumes of their Sermons ; they did not do 5 then ene
of Barrsw's Sermons, which increafed the Weight prodigiouf-
ly s and by the Additien of one Country Curate, the Scales were

{o near an Equilibrium, that a Bottle and a Pipe of Tobaeco turn-

ed either which you pleafed. Then I putintoone of my Scales
25 Perits Muitres, colletted from the Stage and Boxes in D:u-
ry-Lane Play-Houfe ; g of them had been great Travellers, and
had flept in a Poft-Chaife over moft Parts of Europe ; the other
16 had been bred up under their Mothers ; but the Experiment
had like to have prov'd fatal to them all ; for I having juft ta-
ken a Pinch of Rapes Snmuff, unluckily fneez’d into the oppofite
Scale, which gave them fuch an unexpected Tofs, that they all
came tumbling from the Ceiling down to the Floor; and fich
a2 Medley was there of Sighs and foft barmonious Groans, fuch 2
Confufion of Toupees, Bluck Bags, Ramiilies, Majors, Spenctrs,
Night-caps, Hats and Feathers, Muffs, Picktooth-Cafes, Tauicze

ers, Smuff-boxes, Patch-boxes, Pill-boxes, Lawvender-bottles, &fce

that the Chaos was a Fool to it. Then I proceeded to make
fome Experiments upon the §——tors: I weighed all the Aye
and No Men together; their Weight was, as to the Nomber of
Pounds, uncertamn ; Grains three (of Senf., as I took it), & valk
Number of P.rnyweights, but no Scruples at all,

< Then I weighed the Patriots, particularly a tal/ thin Men,
that you would not think weighed an Ounce 5 then onc Who is

remarkable for jpeaking well ; another boneftly ; another; whofe
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