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 fcribe and ratify-the articles of confederation.

AR

An ACT to emi)dﬁzér the delegates of this ftate in.c.ongré..ﬁ' to fub&

-
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HEREAS it hath been faid, that the comion’ enemy.is encotiraged,
. . ' A P I Y [P AN NI A
by this ftate not acceding to:the confederation;. to hope that the union
¥ of the fifter {tates may be diffolved, and therefore ,profeggtes the war
in expeQation of an event fo difgraceful to-America, -and our friends am.i_..ill‘uf’c-ri_-
ous ally 'are’ imprefled with an idea, that the common caufe would be-promoted

by our formally, acceding to the confederation : This general afflembly, confcious

that this ftate hath ffom the commencement of the war ftrénuoufly ‘exerted her;
felf in the common’ caufe, and fully fatisfied, that if no formal confederation was
to take place, ‘it is the fixed determination. of this, ftate;to ‘continue her exertions
to the utmoft, agreeable to the faith "pledged in the union, from an-earneft defire
ta conciliate the affetion of the fifter ftates,  to conyince all the worldof qur un-
alterable refolution to fupport the independence of the United States, and “the als
liance with his Moft Chriftian Majefty, and to deftzby for ever any: appiehenfion
of our friends or hope in our enemies of this ftate being azain united to Gregt-

Britain: . N o e
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I1. 2Be it enafted, by the general affembly of Marylend, That the dclegates of
this ftate in congrefs, or any two or three of them, fhull be and are hereby em-
powered and required, on behalf of this ftate, to fubfcribe the, articles of confe-
deration and perpetual union between the -ftates of New-Hampfliire, Maffa-
chufetts-bay, Rhode-Ifland and Providence Plantations,. Connectieut, New=-
York, New-Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, Maryland, V irgiﬁid,“';Nbrﬂéf-_
Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia, figned in the general congrefs of the faid
ftates by the honourable . Henry Laurens, Efquire, their then prefident, and laid
before’ the legiflature of this ftate to be ratified, if approved ; and that.the. faid
articles of confederation and perpetual ‘union, fo as aforefaid fubfcribéd,'fﬂyg}.ll

thenccforth be ratified and become conclufive as to this ftate, and obligatory -

thercon : Gnd it ig herebp vdeclared, That by acceding to the faid confederation,
this ftate doth not relinquith, or intend to relinquith, any right or intereft fhe
hath with the other United or Confederated States to the back country, but claims
the fame as fully as was done by the legiflature of this ftate in their declaration
which ftands entered on the journals of congrefs, this ftate relying on the juftice
of the feveral ftates hereafter,. as to the faid claim made by this ftate : AnD it jg
further veclared, That no article in the faid confederation can or ought to bind
this or any other ftate to guarantee any exclufive claim of any particular ftate to
the foil of the faid back lands, or any fuch claim of jurifdiction over the faid
lands, or the inhabitants thereof. . o (

The articles of confederation are as follow : A_ : o _ .
ARTICLES of CONFEDERATION and PERPETUAL UNION between the

-States of NEw-HampsHIRE, MAsSACHUSETTs-BAy, RHoDE-IsLAND and ProvibENCE PLan-

rarions, ConNecricut, New-York, NEw-JERSEY, PENNsYLvAaNIA, DELAWARE, Ma- |

RYLAND, VIRGINIA, NoRTH-CArOLINA, SouTH-CaRoLINA and GEORGIA.

ArT. 1. THE ilyle of this Confederacy fnall be  The United States of America.”

Art. 2. tach ftate retains its fovercignty, freedom and independence,. and every power, jurifdiGion

- and right, which is not by this confederation exprefsly delegated to the United States in congrefs afiembled,

Arr. 3. The faid ftates hereby feverally enter into a firm league of triendfhip with cach other, for
their common defence, the fecurity of their liberties, and their mutual and general welfare, binding
themfeives to affilt each otier, againft all force offered to, or attacks made upon them, ‘or any of them,
on accouat of religion, fovercignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever, -

Ar. 4. The better to fecure and perpetuste mutual friendihip and intercourfe among the people of
the difterent flates; in this union, the frec inhabitants of cach of thefe ftates, paupers, vagabonds, and fugi-
tives from juttice excepted, fhall be entited to all privileges and immunities of free citizens in tae feveral
flates ; and the people of cach Rate fhall have free ingrefs and regrefs ta and from any other ftate, and
thail enjoy therein all the priviieges of trade and commerce, fubject to-the fame- duties, impofitions and
reflrictions, as the inhabitants thereof refpedtively, provided that fuch reftrictions thall not ¢xtend fo far as
to prevent the removal of property imported into any ftate to any other ftate of which thé owner is an
inhabitant ;. provided alfo, that no impolition, duties or reftriction, fhall be laid by any ftate, on the pro-
perty of the Uniied States, or claier of them, ' : "




